
Centennial Art 
Center
Past and Present – From 1932 to Present



Centennial Park Swimming Pool

Photo: Matthew Walker Jr. (left) Kwame (Leo) Lillard (right)



Centennial Pool Opens
1932

“New Pools At Shelby and Centennial  With  16  Playgrounds 

Ready to Cure Nashville’s “Depression Blues” in Great 

Outdoors”



Centennial Pool –
Thousands Flock

Thousands Flock.pdf


The Civil Rights Movement  
1954 - 1968



John Lewis –
Nashville, TN



Negros Denied 
Centennial Pool

Negroes Denied Centennial Pool.pdf


City Bathing Pools 
Closed

pool closures article July 1961.pdf


Swimming Pool 
Opening Asked
Letter to the editor

The Nashville Tennessean
January 8, 1963



Calmly, Without 
Fuss Human 
Rights Gain

Pools Reopen (1963) Story of Progress--Human Rights Gain.pdf


Neelys Bend Park 
Advanced

The Nashville Tennessean
February 6, 1964



Dry Pool is Grim 
Monument

Letter to the editor from Augustus Bankhead 

The Nashville Tennessean
July 11, 1966

Letter to the Editor--Dry Pool Is Grim Monument.pdf


Centennial Art 
Center Opens
1972 to present



New Centennial Art 
Center Officially Opened 
to the Public

Photo courtesy of Warterfield Collections
Nashville Public Library, Special Collections



Centennial Art 
Center Opens

Sunday, April 23, 1972



New Centennial Art 
Center Officially Opened 
to the Public The Nashville Banner

April 23, 1972

Photos courtesy of Warterfield Collections
Nashville Public Library, Special Collections



Old Pool Site Now 
Sees Brushstrokes

Article by Kay Beasley, 
publication unknown

pool article_001.jpg


Wonderworks 
Exhibits
Ariel lands in front of 
Centennial Art Center

Five Printers Wonderwork Four Works.pdf


Tennessee Craft 
Fair –1972
A legacy begins



Art Class 
Registration 



Centennial Art 
Center Classes 
explore different 
media



Centennial Art 
Center Offers Varied 
Program For All Ages



Centennial Art Center 
Wins State Outstanding 
Art Award



Exhibits of 
Centennial Art 
Center Instructors



Centennial Art Center Gallery Exhibits



Gallery Exhibits



Gallery Exhibits



Ann Gadsey Horan



Hazel King

Articles/hazel_retires article .jpg


Lena Lucas

Articles/Lena1.png


Brenda McSurley



Centennial Art Center Partnerships
The Herb Society of Nashville

https://www.herbsocietynashville.org/


Centennial Art Center Partnerships
Tennessee Craft 

https://tennesseecraft.org/


The Frist Art 
Museum

CAC Partnerships

https://fristartmuseum.org/


Clay 
Demonstrations 
and more



Painting



A few of Centennial 
Art Center Teachers 
and Staff



Centennial Art Center
301 25th Ave. North, Nashville, TN 37203

For more information, visit us online at 

https://www.nashville.gov/mpva

Music: We’ll Be Okay by Michael Ramir C. 
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Archives unless otherwise attributed.
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https://www.nashville.gov/departments/parks/cultural-arts/visual-arts

