Centennial Art
Center

Past and Present — From 1932 to Present




Centennial Park Swimming Pool

Opened in 1932, the pool served Nashville’'s white
community as a premier swimming facility for
nearly 30 years. City officials abruptly closed the
pool in 1961 after two African American student
civil rights activists, Kwame (Leo) Lillard and
Matthew Walker Jr., led an effort to desegregate
the facility. The city responded by closing all
Nashville public pools, blaming the sweeping
closures on budgetary concerns.

While many neighborhood pools eventually
reopened in 1963 under the newly consolidated
metropolitan government, this facility sat vacant for
10 years—to some, a daily reminder of the city’s
racial divide. The pool’s bathhouse was renovated
and reopened as Centennial Art Center on April 23,
1972. The former deep end of the swimming pool is
preserved as a sunken lawn in the rear portion of
the building’s courtyard.

City's Bathing
Pools Closed

Photo: Matthew Walker Jr. (left) Kwame (Leo) Lillard (right)



Centennial Pool Opens
1932
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City Parks Prepared for Summer Playtime
lew Po At Shelby and Centennigl With () 3A e e plak 5 Toels ‘ove & to ohilves 1
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‘Depression Blues” In Great Out Tark

The Nashville Tennessean
May 24, 1932

“New Pools At Shelby and Centennial With 16 Playgrounds
Ready to Cure Nashville’s “Depression Blues” in Great
Outdoors”
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“Business boomed at Nashville's city swimming pools yesterday as

Ce nte nnid | POO' i thousands of children and adults sought relief from 94-degree
heat.
Th ousdn d S F | OC k Nearly 3000 people jammed the four municipal pools during the
afternoon, and lines formed intermittently when clothing bags ran

The Nashville Tennessean
May 24, 1932
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Thousands Flock.pdf

The Civil Rights Movement
1954 - 1968

Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. at Fisk University

“4 Speeches Dr. Martin Luther King Delivered in Nashville”

by Morgan Goldsmith, Urbanite Nashville

“On April 21, 1960, over 4,000 eager listeners, mostly African American,
gathered in the Fisk University gymnasium to list to Dr. King speak. After
battling evacuations and scheduling delays due to bomb threats, Dr. King
urged the sit-in movements to continue in the city saying, “ the movement
here is best organized and best discipline of all the movements in the
Southland today.” He applauded the young students’ understanding of the
nonviolence philosophy and assure them that “the only thing uncertain
about the end of segregation is the day it will be buried.”



John Lewis —
Nashville, TN

“Lewis became the face of a
yearlong movement to
desegregate the lunch

counters in downtown ,
INTEREST OF

Nashville, which refused to | : g b S el T PUBLIC
> ‘ : = SAFETY

serve Black customers. He
returned again and again
with throngs of colleges
students, using nonviolent
protest to demand respect
and racial equity. “

Adam Tamburin
The Nashville Tennessean
July 15, 2021




Negros Denied
Centennial Pool

The Nashville Tennessean
July 19, 1961

“Six Negroes who said they were launching a summer project to test
segregation at Nashville’s public recreation areas were refused
admission to the Centennial Park pool yesterday.

Park attendants refused to sell the group tickets and they left quietly,
Jack Spoore, city recreation director, said last night.”


Negroes Denied Centennial Pool.pdf
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City Bathing Pools City's Bathing [’
Closed Ppol‘s'_CIosed |

The Nashville Tennessean
July 21, 1961

“The city board of park commissioners
closed the city's 23 swimming pools in
mid-afternoon yesterday because of
what the board termed "financial

reasons.” A NIt o T b2 e Bedi 1

Negro leaders contended last night the
action was taken to block efforts to
integrate the pools. Six Negroes were
turned away from Centennial pool
Tuesday. Leo Lillard, a spokesman for
the group, said they were launching a
summer-long effort to test segregation
at the pools.”



pool closures article July 1961.pdf

Swimming Pool
Opening Asked
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Swimming Pool
. “‘Remember that during the past summer the swimming poos were
O p enin g AS ked closed on the heels of a group of young Negroes who used or

attempted to use the swimming facilities of Centennial Park. The

Le'tte 8 tO th e ed |tO I reason given by the city park commission was lack of funds. The lack

of funds was unknown before by the public.”
The Nashville Tennessean

January 8, 1963



Calmly, Without
Fuss Human
Rights Gain

The Nashville Tennessean
September 15, 1963

N e > & B Calmly, Without Fuss
“THIS IS a story of progress—in the area . =, 1) o B Human Righfs Gain
of race, the city of Nashville. A _ P G 6 hivaia

This story can be seen everywhere. It's
obvious at a movie on the weekend, on a
shopping trip during the week, even
during a hospital visit. Yet this story is
difficult to tell.

Because of its controversial nature, most
businessmen prefer to keep their names
and the names of their companies out of
the news. Those who speak on the
subject at public gatherings are reluctant
to be quoted and are concerned about
the quotes.

But the transitions underway in Nashville
are obvious.”



Pools Reopen (1963) Story of Progress--Human Rights Gain.pdf

Neelys Bend
Pd.rk/—‘\d‘vanced

N ee |yS B en d Pa rk “The park board voted to close permanently the swimming pools at Shelby

and Centennial Parks. The pools need extensive repairs before they can be

used, officials said, and the cost for doing this has been estimated at more
Adva nCEd than $200,000.”
The Nashville Tennessean Crouch said the park board feels it can build completely new pools for less.”

February 6, 1964



Letters to the Editor

D—r>; Pool Is Grim Monument

-+ Heard Sounds

Dry Pool is Grim
Monument

Letter to the editor from Augustus Bankhead

The Nashville Tennessean
July 11, 1966

%
%/

City's Bathing Pools Are Closed

“The once beautiful and much-used swimming pool in Centennial Park
stands as a mute and bleak reminder of the social progress which
Metropolitan Nashville is not making!

Several hot summers have passed sines the city fathers saw fit to close the
pool, and on more than one occasion during those years when reading of a
youth having drowned while swimming in unsafe waters and without the
protection of a lifeguard, | have asked myself, "Would he have been in the
Centennial Park pool were it open?"



Letter to the Editor--Dry Pool Is Grim Monument.pdf
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Centennial Art
Center Opens

1972 to present




April 20, 1972 (publication unknown)
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The new (ontmmwl f\xt Cen-
ter at Centennial taxk will
be offici: dedicated and
opened to tho public in cere-
monies.-at'2 p.m. Sunday.

The $165,000 structure
which includes terraced wa
ways, fountains, flower beds
and an art instruction center,
was built in the converted
Centennial Park swimming

pool. Park and Recreation -

Department officials said use
of the old pool, which has
not been open for several
years, resulted in a con-
siderable savings over con-
struction of an entirely new

CI'IS\IOOH]b and wo
Mrs. Beverly Briley wi
present the mayor in

officials ex]
present include

Morris Haddox, Dr.
Reichardt, chairman o
Park board, Charles Sp
Director of Parks and

tion and Jack Spore, recrea-

tion administrator.

The new center will pr
areas for public display
art shows, as well as re

art eclasses to be conducted

by the Department of Parks
Aarmd DAaawant

New Centennial Art
Center Officially Opened
to the Public

Keys To Site Presented

Photo courtesy of Warterfield Collections
Nashville Public Library, Special Collections

“The new Centennial Art Center will be officially dedicated and opened
to the public in ceremonies at 2 p.m. Sunday.

The $165,000 structure, which includes terraced walkways, fountains,
flower beds and an art instruction center, was built in the converted
Centennial Park swimming pool.”



Centennial Art
Center Opens
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Sunday, April 23, 1972

CE!ITENNIAL ART CENTER DEDICATION
April 23, 1972
MRS. BEVERLY BRILEY Wife of Mayor Briley

Metropolitan Council

METROPOLITAN BOARD OF PARKS AND RECREATION
DR. GEORGE W. REICHARDT, Chairman
A. J. ROPER, Vice Chairman
MRS. IRWIN B. ESKIND MOSE J. DAVIE

C. F. MAGER B. R. ALLISON

CHARLES R. SPEARS Director of
Parks and Recreation

JACK SPORE Recreation Administrator
FRANK S. ATCHLEY Park Administrator
LALLIE T. RICHTER Planning Administrator
JAMES H. FYKE .... Special Services Administrator

JAMES R. DERSEWEH Business Administrator

Architects

PROGRAM

Invocation REV. KELLY MILLER SMITH
First Baptist Church, Capitol Hill

Presentation of Building to
The City of Nashville ...DR. GEORGE W. REICHARDT
Park Board Chairman

Acceptance in Behalf of
Citizens of Nashville MRS. BEVERLY BRILEY

Councilman to Receive Keys
From Mrs. Briley MORRIS B. HADDOX
Councilman, 20th District
Acceptance of Keys for
Operating Department CHARLES R. SPEARS
Director
Introduction of Guests and
Art Center Staff JACK SPORE

Recreation Administrator

Benediction REV. JAMES HOPKINS
Inglewood Baptist Church

ART CENTER STAFF

MRS. ANN HORAN

MICHAEL GIBSON

Refreshments and Open House Tour of Building
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mnwd Art Center
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Photos courtesy of Warterfield Collections
Nashville Public Library, Special Collections

N ew Ce nte NNIia | Art “The new spacious Centennial Art Center in Centennial Park is now
o officially open to the public after dedication ceremonies Sunday.
Center Officially Opened
. At the suggestion of Parks and Recreation officials the $185,000
tO th e P U b | IC The Nashville Banner structure was built in the converted park swimming pool which had
April 23, 1972 been closed a number of years.”



O | d POOl S |te N ow “Today at the site of the old Centennial Park swimming pool, the park

patrons are still diving in and swimming, but the strokes are with paint

S ees B Fus h St O ke S brushes and the water is for the potter’s wheel.”

Article by Kay Beasley,
publication unknown
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Wonderworks
Exhibits

Ariel lands in front of
Centennial Art Center

‘Wonderworks' Sculptors Bring
Entry Models to Centennial Park

By CLARA HIERONYMUS

Page 10—Nashville Suburban Newspapers, Wed., Oct. 17,1979

Five Printers’ Wonderworks Four Works
Are Added To Parks Permanent Collection

Works by five of the 27
: artists whose prints
currently are on exhibit at
the Centennial Art Center
in 1979 Wonderworks Four
have been purchased for
the Board of Parks and
Recreation permanent
collection.

Chosen from this in-
triguing array of work
representing the finest
done by professional artist
are prints by Lucius
DuBose, who formerly
taughtat Peabody College
before opening his own
studio; John Mominee,
who's teaching career
included a stint at Austin
Peay State University,
before he settled in
Newburgh, Ind., Arthur
Skinner, Florida; Stephen
Horan, Illinois, and Doris
Serdler, New York.

The current Won-
derworks Four was not
competitive and no pur-
chase prizes were offered
although all the prints may
be purchased.

Ann Horan, Centennial
Art Center director, said
some funds were left over
Irmn last year's Won-

derworks which made the

award went to Lin Emery
of New Orleans, whose
graceful ‘‘Ariel,” now
adorns the courtyard at the
art center.

Metro Parks’ staff hasn’t

come up with a firm 1dea of
what sort of art

derworks Five will em-
phasize, although Mildred
DuBois, public information
officer and special

programs coordinator, said
some consideration has
been given weaving.

Wonderworks Four will
be on exhibit through Oct.
31

\ SUNDAY AFTERNOON-Present for the re-
waing of Metro Parks' Woaderworks Four at

‘udent, recreation-cultural arts,
ublic laformation officer. They stand In the

sun-dappled courtyard before “Ariel” by Lin Emery of
New Orleans, winner of the Wonderwork Three
chase prize in 1978, E lzing prints by 27 artists
from 10 states, Wonderwork Four may be seen through
Oct. 31.

—Stafé phate by S A Torkingh

purchase of the prints
possible. AMONG HONORED GUEST! arry exhibit In Wonderwork Four. He was

Last year Wonderworks Hortenbury of the Austin Peay State among artists honored at the reception
lellured uulpture of  University art department, and Centennial Which opened the 1979 exhibit at the
ted States  Art Center director, Ann Horan, stand ceater,
-mm and the purchase  before one of two prints Hortenbury has on



Five Printers Wonderwork Four Works.pdf

TUNDAY, APEIL 23,1373
By CLARA HIERONYMUS

Ceramic pots, carved birds,
¢ prints, cast i
re on Friday will be
demonstra by two Africar
ters, Ladi i of Nigeria and C
Koli ana. compenied
by Michael ( med British

not only reflects the
nationally inh

Tenness
lig

€ $ AS i
ation to bring lo pu attention the
ing scope of both jolk and

state

Co-sponsored by_ the . Nashville
Chapter of the American Asaqiation
af Upniversitly Women, the evépt is

T tha Maness-<a Arts

Tennessee Craft
Fair—197/2
A legacy begins

The First Annual Tennessee Crafts Fair
Was Held At Centennial Art Center in 1972

Tennessean Newspaper
Sunday, April 23, 1972

an exhibitor, as will Jane Rozier, tex-
tile designer and batik art
X of the Upp

“Ceramic pots, carved birds, colorful fabric prints, cast silver jewelry, Christmas
tree ornaments, copper ‘varmints’ and other crafts of Tennessee origin will bloom
like flowers on the green grass at Centennial Park Art Center and surrounding area

this weekend.




Students wait in line to sign up for a variety of visual
Art C | dSS art classes including painting, arts & crafts, jewelry
and pottery.

Registration



Centennial Art
Center Classes
explore different

media

Macrame, pottery, elal

Art center classes

explore different media
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Centennial Art Center Offers
Varied Program For All Ages

Charles ‘‘Red” Grooms is now
showing some of his finest work
at the centennial art center. The
center is open from 1 p.m. until 5
p.m. every Sunday; 9 a.m. until 9
p.m., Tuesday through Friday,
and 9 a.m. until 5 p.m. every
Saturday. The exhibit is spon-
sored by the Metropolitan Board
of Parks and Recreation and will
be at the art center until July 16,
Grooms was born in Nashville
where he attended Hillsboro High
School and is now living in' New
York with his wife and daughter.
He has been called both a
primitive and a pop artist. He has
combined the art media, and
even surpassed this to project a
high personal element into his
art. He has been a performer,
director, designer, and is
~raducing a nlay which

will be made into a movie.

The handsome Centennial Art
Center, recently constructed
from the remains of the old
Centennial Park swimming pool
facilities, offers a week-long
program of high level art in-
struction for persons of all ages
through _the sponsorship of the
Metropelitan Board of Parks and
Recreation, Charles R. Spears,
director,

The center is closed on Mon-
days.

Tuesday;, art classes for adults
are conducted from 9:30 a.m.
until 12:30 p.m. by Mike Gibson.
From 2 p.m.until 5 p.m. Gibson
has a class for teens. Both of
these classes meet at the same
time on Thursdays.

In addition, Gibson conducts a
6:30 to 9:30 p.m. class for adults

Centennial Art
Center Offers Varied
Program For All Ages

on Thursdays as well.

Hazel King instructs a clas
life

In addition, Gibson eonduci]
6:30 to 9:30 until 9:30 p.m.
adults on Tuesdays.

On Tuesdays and Thursds
Becky Kenny is instructor
adult pottery classes from ¢
a.m. until 12:30 p.m. and fr
6:30 to 9:30 p.m.

She also instructs a pott
class for children from 8 to
years of age on Thursday
ternoons from 2 until 5 p.m.

Gibson has three more a
art classes Wednesdays, fr|
9:30a.m. until 12:30 p.m., 2 unt
p.m. and 6:30 until 9:30'p.m.

Pottery classes for adu
meeting Wednesdays a4
Fridays from 6:30 until 9:30 p
are tuaght by Stan Rust.

“Centennial Art Center...offers a week-long program of high-level art
instruction for persons of all ages through the sponsorship of Metropolitan
Board of Parks and Recreation, Charles R. Spears, director.
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State Outstanding Art Award

jal Art Cente
the outsta

Centennial Art Center
W| NS State Outsta nd | ng “Centennial Art Center was chosen as having the outstanding

arts program in the state during the meeting of Tennessee
Art Awa rd Recreation and Parks Association.”



Exhibits of
Centennial Art
Center Instructors

1959

Local artist’s works on exhibit

Local resident Lena Arice Lucas is
ho does not confine herself to o
r discipline. Her exhibiti
I Art C h open eveloping an abstract
November 5, is an ample de- utilizing simple universal symbols that
light and sound of God, and
Souls’ (our spiritual selves)
procession and evolution into higher
understanding. This la
ur in my individual
works of art in much thy hion that

period of a composer's life. M
scale wheel-throw s for 3 all its varied forms. s
major corpe s offices thread and deal with Soul's journey home
An extensive tra s 10 God.”
her journeys enrich her art by ding  Lena Lucas grew up in Inglew
visual stimulation. The wsualand  attended Jere Baxter E
y Litton, Stratforc
and recently returncd to
side of town (Loc pri
years in the Hillsboro ar
exhibit at Centennial Art Center runs

PAINTING AND SCULPTURE

By Lena Arice Lucas
November 5 thru 28
CENTENNIAL ART CENTER
Centennial Park

(25th Ave. N. & Charlotte Pk. Corner of Park)
Ph. 615/259-5538

Metro Board of Parks and Recreation

An Exhibition by Students o

Wendell Dorris Hazel King

Martha Hannah

HAZEL KING

recent works in
Clay, Acrylics and Watercolor
Centennial Art Center

ashville, Tennessee

7-29, 1988




eptember 27, 2007, The News, Page 21

International artists living in Nashville to exhibit at Centennial

METRO PARKS' CENTENNIAL ART CENTER PRESENTS

NASHVILLE'’S INTERNATIONALS

a pre-festival event for Metro Parks’ and I
...works by 14 artists who have lmmngrated to Nashwlle

OCTOBER 2—30, 2009
ARTISTS’ OPENING '

3’\' FRIDAY, OCT. 2,5 — 7 PM
T8\
(V( a P

BERT
WINNETT
HARRISON

CENTENNIAL ART CENTER 25TH AVENUE NORTH & PARK PLAZA
CORNER OF NASHVILLE S CENTENNIAL PARK PH (615) 862-8442

Students show their stuff at annual
exhlbltlon sale for Arts in the Parks

Centennial Art Center Gallery Exhibits
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Gallery Exhibits




Gallery Exhibits




Ann Gadsey Horan

Ann Gadsey Horan served for 30 years as the First Centennial
Art Center Director. A lifetime supporter of the arts, her legacy
lives on through the Ann Gadsey Horan endowment fund
supporting Metro Parks Visual Arts programs.



Popular art instructor Hazel King
to retire but wﬂl contlnue center classes

After 40 years, budget | "a
cuts eliminated her
Metro Parks position

By SUZANNE NORMAND
BLACH D

H 3 Ze| Kl ng “As she sat reminiscing in the art room of Centennial Art Center,
Hazel King, 86, recalled how she went from “artist” to art
teacher...At the end of the month King will retire from the art
program she started more than 40 years ago for Metro Parks.”



Articles/hazel_retires article .jpg
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3/ Glorious Art Yea

by Joanne Lamphere Beckham

Lena Lucas

“On a hot day in August, Lena Lucas lovingly surveyed the clay,

pottery wheels and kilns in the ceramic art studio at Centennial Art
Center. As she prepared to celebrate her retirement as gallery
manager and instructor of pottery, Lucas reflected on nearly 4
decades of creating and teaching art. At Centennial...”


Articles/Lena1.png

Brenda McSurley

“‘Brenda McSurley, a native Nashvillian, worked more than 13 years for Metro Parks and
Recreation as the Specialized Skills Supervisor for the Visual Arts and the Metro Centennial Art
Center Director. She received a B.S. degree in Education from Peabody/Vanderbilt University.
Art has always been her passion; she still possesses that love of art and passion for creating.
Brenda'’s favorite subject matter is water. Many of her original paintings are scenes and
landscapes from Nashville and the Great Smokey Mountains.




Centennial Art Center Partnerships
The Herb Society of Nashville

Through a long-standing partnership, the Herb Society of Nashville maintains a
beautiful herb garden in our courtyard making this a wonderful place to visit or
have lunch in Centennial Park.



https://www.herbsocietynashville.org/

Centennial Art Center Partnerships



https://tennesseecraft.org/

CAC Partnerships
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https://fristartmuseum.org/

Clay
Demonstrations
and more



Painting




Art Center Teachers
and Staff
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Centennial Art Center

301 251 Ave. North, Nashville, TN 37203
For more information, visit us online at
https://www.nashville.gov/mpva

Music: We’'ll Be Okay by Michael Ramir C.
Photo credits: Most historical photography was provided by the Metro
Archives unless otherwise attributed.

Newspaper clippings and photographs used by the Tennessee State
Archives (online) and The Tennessean were done so using the Fair Use
Copyright Disclaimer under section 107 of the Copyright Act 1976.



https://www.nashville.gov/departments/parks/cultural-arts/visual-arts

