
Wharf Park
Welcome to

Welcome back!
After two public meetings, Metro Parks 
is wrapping up the Master Plan for 
Wharf Park - a new park on a 25-acre 
riverfront site at the foot of the Silliman 
Evans (I-40) Bridge, adjacent to Rolling 
Mill Hill and Napier Sudekum. 

Today we’re back to unveil the final 
design vision based on your feedback, 
and we’d like to hear your thoughts on 
the future park!

Public meeting #3!

“Create a community park that invites people to 
embrace the Cumberland River, that responds to 
the land’s natural character, and that provides a 
range of recreational experiences that serve the 
surrounding neighborhoods and all Nashvillians.”
Wharf Park Master Plan Vision

MASTER PLAN

MASTER PLAN BIRDSEYE

88 Hermitage Avenue
(subject to change 
with feasibility study)
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PROGRAM PRIORITIES

DESIGN OPTIONS

PUBLIC MEETING #1 - AUGUST 2021

PUBLIC MEETING #2 - JANUARY 2022
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1-24

Hermitage             Avenue

Where is Wharf Park?

Since the beginning of the project 
in 2020, over 700 members of the 
Nashville community have weighed 
in on the design of the future 
riverfront neighborhood park! 
Programs like river access, nature 
access, nature education and 
active recreation rose to the top.

#1

#1

Nature 
Experiences

Access 
to the river 
ROWING
KAYAKING
ROWING CENTER

NATURE ACCESS
NATURE EDUCATION
BIRD WATCHING

of participants 
preferred to travel to 
Wharf Park by bike

36%36%

Project JourneyProject Journey

What we’ve heard from you!What we’ve heard from you!

BRIDGE + BOWL

WETLAND BRAID

RIVER FOREST

“Make island 
accessible”

IDEAIDEA

“Celebrates the river!”

“River overlook is a 
smashing idea - love it!”

“Greenway brings 
you to the water”

“Great use of under 
bridge space!”

“Love the waterfall 
element”

“Keeps riparian 
forest”

“Love environment for 
children + nature play”

“Not celebrating the 
waterfront”

“Like the skate 
park”

“Excellent pedestrian 
access”

“Not enough water 
access”

“Bridge to boat-
house is a great 
idea!”

COMMUNITY 
WORKSHOP #1

COMMUNITY 
WORKSHOP #2

COMMUNITY 
WORKSHOP #3

GATHER IDEAS DESIGN OPTIONS PLAN REVEAL
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WE ARE HERE!

Discover 

Design
Refine

Focused Discussions



Use + Activities

“Maintains elements 
of past quarry”

“Showcase 
community art”

Dog Park

Quarry Playground 
+ Picnic Area

London, UK

London, UK

Sandwich, MA
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Community 
Yard

Tot
Lot

Adventure 
Bridge

“The waterfall is 
excellent”

PRECEDENTS

ADVENTURE BRIDGE

THE QUARRY

QUARRY PLAYGROUND

WATER FEATURE

Key places

Overlook

Terraces

Launch

Overlook

Greenway Bridge

Beach

Active areas

Activity ZonesProgram Metrics

Wharf Park will offer 
a range of passive and 
active park uses. Areas 
like the Quarry will be 
an active play and picnic 
space that celebrates the 
unique bluff wall with a 
series of water elements 
and spaces for all ages 
to gather.

Passive areas

PROGRAM WHARF PARK METRICS AMENITIES INCLUDED

Active 
Recreation 53%

3 play areas, skate park and tot skate lot, 3 
basketball courts, 4 pickleball courts, 2 tennis courts, 
2 sand volleyball courts, adventure bridge, dog park, 
overlook beach, kayak launch, rower’s launch and 
outdoor fitness

Passive 
Recreation 47% 4 miles of trails and paths including 2 miles of 

greenway trail and a quarter mile forest trail loop

Play Areas 1 acre Play lawn, tot lot (ages 0-5), quarry nature play 
(ages 5-12)

Community 
Gathering Areas 2 acres Quarry overlook, river overlook, boathouse lawn and 

terrace

Water Access 600 feet Includes 360’ kayak launch and 260’ rowing launch 
docks

Skate Park 48,000 SF Includes street skate and pump track elements for 
toddlers as well as more experienced skaters



Nature + 
Water Access

Early community 
feedback indicated that 
nature and water access 
were two of the most 
important park uses. 
Wharf Park will provide 
several opportunities for 
users to experience and 
access the Cumberland 
River, from safely 
wading in with a kayak 
to launching from the 
Rowing Dock.

THE KAYAK LAUNCH

“Love an iconic 
bridge element”   

“Like how the 
greenway brings you 

close to water”
“River overlook is 
a smashing idea - 

love it!”

Forest Trails, Fitness Loop
+ Picnic Areas

Tot Skate Spot
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Overlook

Potential Riverfront 
Greenway 

Connection

Optional Bridge

Netherlands
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Vancouver, BC
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of trails, including a 
quarter mile forest 
trail loop

of existing restored of existing restored 
existing forest and over existing forest and over 
10 acres of new planting10 acres of new planting

4 mi4 mi 6 acres6 acres



Implementation

Given the scale and 
complexity of construction, 
Wharf Park will be realized 
in a series of phased 
projects. Importantly, the 
Greenway, the Entry Road 
and a reasonable amount of 
parking will be part any first 
phase. All phases will require 
early unhoused population 
relocation. No development 
will be undertaken until 
existing residents are 
relocated.

The master planning team contemplated a 
series of first phases and outline strengths and 
challenges for each.

BENEATH THE BRIDGE

Phasing

THE HEART

THE QUARRY

BENEATH THE BRIDGE

THE FOREST

NATURE 
ACCESS

ACTIVE 
RECREATION

COMMUNITY 
GATHERING

WATER 
ACCESS

HEART
(Recommended first phase!)

FOREST

QUARRY

UNDER BRIDGE

Acre Lawn
(150-2000 visitors)

\Plaza

DropoffCommunity 
Boathouse

Entry Road

Greenway

Rail Stop

Overlook
Beach

The Shallows

Launch

Rower’s Launch

Launch Valley

Greenway BridgeLaunch

$70M

$45M

$21M

$24M

Total Master Plan Cost

Cost of Phase One,  
Park Only

Cost of Boat House and 
Rowing Facilities

Phase One Cost

Recommended
Phase One
Approx. 14 acres
Design time: 12-18 months

$21M

$24M



Greenway

Several mobility systems 
connect at Wharf Park, 
making it accessible 
via various modes of 
transportation. 

The existing Rolling 
Mill Hill Greenway will 
extend through the park, 
and connect to the larger 
Nashville greenway 
network via Brown’s 
Creek and a potential 
downtown connection 
along the river. GREENWAY BRIDGE

“Great celebration 
of the river!”“Love the trails and 

water activities”

“I like the idea of  
active zones near nature”

New York, NY

Sweden

Chicago, IL
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