
 
 

GREATER NASHVILLE AREA CALL TO ARTISTS 

REQUEST FOR BIKE RACK DESIGNS 

RFP# 15-1 
I. INTRODUCTION AND OVERVIEW 

 

A. Project Summary 

The Metropolitan Government of Nashville and Davidson County (hereinafter Metro), through the 

Metro Nashville Arts Commission (MNAC) Public Art Committee is soliciting proposals (submissions) 

from interested and qualified respondents (artists) for bicycle rack designs scheduled for 

fabrication and installation in various locations throughout Nashville-Davidson County in 2016. 

 

B. Artist Budget  

Total artist budget: $3,500 

The project budget allocates $3,500 for the artist design fee, project-related travel, consultation 

throughout project fabrication and installation, plus other artist-related costs. Selected artists will 

be required to attend at least four meetings/events which include a meet-and- greet event with 

Metro Arts, at least two meetings with Metro Arts and the contracted fabricator and the dedication 

event for the bike racks. Fabrication, installation and site preparation costs will be paid by Metro, 

and artist will work with fabricator and be on-site at time of installation to ensure project is 

completed as designed.  

 

C. Scope of Work 

Approximately 5 to 7 artist design proposals for bike racks will be selected. Artists can submit a 

MAXIMUM of three design proposals. Once designs are selected, a fabricator will build selected 

designs in consultation with selected artists and Metro Arts.  

 

Fabrication costs will be paid by Metro. Bike rack fabrication budgets typically range from $10,000-

$20,000. In general, designs that utilize stock materials such as rounded piping tend to be more 

cost effective to fabricate while designs that are more sculptural in nature tend to cost more.  If the 

fabrication cost of a selected design proposal exceeds $20,000, the artist will be asked to modify 

their design.  Selected designs will be installed by Metro Arts and a Metro contractor in various 

locations throughout Nashville-Davidson County. Metro Arts will determine the appropriate 

location for each design in consultation with the Metro contracted fabricator and the site 

manager/owner. Please see section E. Eligibility for additional requirements.  

 

Artists will not choose the site of their bike rack but may include design proposals specific to one or 

more of the following locations under consideration for bike racks. If the design proposal is specific 



to one of the following locations, please note the name of the site within your artist statement on 

the CaFE application. ALL designs should be suitable for any number of locations in Nashville.  

Possible bike rack locations include: 

 Edgehill Branch Public Library  

 Hadley Park Community Center 

 Looby Branch Public Library 

 North Nashville Branch Public Library 

 First Tennessee Park Nashville Sounds Stadium  

 

To see an online version of this call refer to MNAC’s website at www.nashville.gov/Arts-

Commission/Public-Art/Opportunities.aspx 

 

Submission deadline: Materials must be submitted via callforentry.org no later than: 

****April 10, 2015 12:00 a.m. Mountain Daylight Time**** 

(April 11, 2015 1:00 a.m. Central Daylight Time) 

(Per www.callforentry.org system) 

 

D. Artist Proposal Selection Criteria 

Bike rack designs should carefully balance form with function and must meet the following criteria 

for design, function and safety: 

 

Design 

 Artistic merit is the first and most important criteria 

 Should be context-sensitive, either to the city, neighborhood, street or immediate 

environment 

 Give meaning to place by reflecting Nashville’s history, culture, or natural features and 

assets 

 Further the community’s sense of spirit and pride 

 Design should not advertise a specific business or person 

Function 

 Bike Rack should not exceed 12’ in height or length 

 Support the bicycle upright by its frame in a minimum of two places 

 Enable the frame and one of the wheels to be secured with a lock 

 A portion of the rack must allow for a bicycle to be secured using a standard 4” U-lock, 

additional design accommodations for 2” U-lock is preferred but not mandatory 

 Locking points should be between 1’ and 3’ off the ground and located at points on the rack 

where the thickness is between 1” and 4” 

 Must be capable of securing 2 to 6 standard adult-size bicycles 

 Design should allow for easy maneuvering of handlebars and pedals and no part of the 

bicycle or bike rack should extend outside of a 6’x16’ footprint 

http://www.callforentry.org/


 The rack must be constructed of durable materials capable of withstanding permanent 

exposure to the elements. Commonly used materials include: powder-coated metal, 

stainless-steel, polished concrete, composite acrylics or appropriate recycled materials. 

 Racks must be designed only with smooth materials that will not easily scratch or damage 

bicycle finish. 

 

Safety 

 Racks should not include excessively sharp edges or points that could be potential hazards 

for bicycles, cyclists or other pedestrians 

 Bicycle rack designs must adhere to Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) standards such as: 

 To be detected by a white cane, the protruding or leading edge of the rack shall be 

27" or less above the sidewalk surface.  

 Between 27" and 80" above the sidewalk surface, protruding or leading edges may 

overhang a maximum of 12".  

 The top of the bike rack design must be a minimum of 36" tall.  

 Except for the bike rack supporting brackets, the shortest section of the bike rack 

must be a minimum of 27" tall - enough to be perceived by pedestrians and avoid 

tripping hazards.  

 The space between rack features must be larger than 9" and smaller than 3.5" to 

avoid the potential for children trapping their heads.  

 

Selected designs may need to be adapted during fabrication process to meet design, function, 

safety and ADA standards. 

 

E. Eligibility 

The public art project is open to professional artists and artist teams, as defined below, who reside 

within the Greater Nashville/Davidson County area which includes the counties of Cannon, 

Cheatham, Davidson, Dickson, Hickman, Macon, Maury, Robertson, Rutherford, Smith, Sumner, 

Trousdale, Williamson and Wilson County. 

 

Artist Definition  

Architects, landscape architects and other design professionals are not considered professional 

artists under this definition, unless they meet the criteria. Metro Arts defines professional artist and 

artist team as someone of least 18 years of age with the following qualifications:  

**These qualifications must be demonstrated in artist resume** 

Professional artist 

1. At least two years of visual art exhibition history, or 

2. At least two years of commissioned visual or public art 

 

Artist team 

1. Two or more professional artists working collaboratively on a public art project 

2. A collaborative team led by a professional artist 



 

Exhibitions, commissions or public art created during or as part of an artist’s undergraduate 

education shall not count towards these criteria. Artists with conflicts of interest as outlined in the 

Metropolitan Government of Nashville and Davidson County’s Public Art Guidelines are ineligible 

for public art commissions or projects. Artists may reference section VII of the Public Art Guidelines 

online at http://publicart.nashville.gov. 

 

F. Metro Nashville Arts Commission and Public Art Program 

The Metropolitan Nashville Arts Commission (MNAC) is a department of the Metro Government of 

Nashville and Davidson County created in 1978 to provide leadership around arts & culture in 

Nashville by improving the creative workforce, increasing participation in creative activities and 

enhancing creative innovation. The MNAC public art program was established in June 2000, with 

the passage of a public art ordinance. The ordinance dedicates one percent (1%) of the net 

proceeds of general obligation bonds issued for construction projects to fund public art. The MNAC 

established guidelines, available online at http://www.nashville.gov/Arts-Commission/Public-

Art.aspx and named a Public Art Committee (PAC) as a standing committee to oversee the public 

art program.  

 

II. SUBMISSION INSTRUCTIONS 

 

A. Project Timetable 

The following projected timetable should be used as a working guide for planning purposes. Metro 

reserves the right to adjust this timetable as required during the course of this Request for 

Proposals process. 

 
EVENT         DATE 
Issue RFP March 3, 2015  
Request for Proposals Due April 10, 2015  
Selection Panel  May 14-21, 2015  
Award Notification/Artist Contracting Process June/July 2015 
Fabrication  July 2015-July 2016 
Installation Spring/Summer 2016 
Dedication Spring/Summer 2016 

 

B. Inquiries 

Direct all questions related to this Call to Artists/Request for Proposals by email only: 

Van.Maravalli@nashville.gov with Bike Racks in subject line.  Deadline for inquiries is March 31, 

2015. Staff will be unable to answer questions about this RFP after this date. In addition to email 

inquiries, Metro Arts will host two Q&A events. Staff members will be available to answer questions 

during an open office hour on March 11th from 12:00-1:00 p.m. and a live web session on March 

24th from 12:00-1:00 p.m. The web session URL will be available on the Metro Arts website 

http://www.nashville.gov/Arts-Commission/Public-Art/Opportunities.aspx . Technical questions 

http://publicart.nashville.gov/
http://www.nashville.gov/Arts-Commission/Public-Art.aspx
http://www.nashville.gov/Arts-Commission/Public-Art.aspx
http://www.nashville.gov/Arts-Commission/Public-Art/Opportunities.aspx


about the online submission process (i.e. image upload, CaFE account set-up, etc.) should be 

directed to CaFE at cafe@westaf.org. 

 

C. Compliance with RFP 

Submissions must be in strict compliance with this Request for Proposals. Failure to comply with all 
provisions of the RFP may result in disqualification. 
 
D. Submissions 
All submissions must be received via an online entry found at www.callforentry.org. No hand-
delivered or mailed submissions will be reviewed. Artists may submit up to three designs. 
IMPORTANT: If you are submitting more than one design, each design will require a separate 
CaFE application. DO NOT submit more than one design proposal per application.  If more than 
three design proposals are submitted, only the first three will be reviewed. 
 
This RFP requires the following materials to be submitted via callforentry.org: 

 
Submission Requirements 

1. An artist statement of no more than 1000 characters, addressing artist proposal selection 
criteria and a brief description of the design.  

2. 1-4 JPG images of your design (per application) Image specifications can be found here: 
https://www.callforentry.org/image_prep.phtml.  

 Designs may be hand-drawn or prepared using a computer software program 

 Designs must be on a WHITE  background  

 Designs should be easily read by a layperson and include general dimensions and proposed 
materials 

3. Current résumé, not to exceed two pages, including name, address, phone number, e-mail 
address and website. Resume must demonstrate the applicant’s qualifications as a professional 
artist. See E. Eligibility for the definition of professional artist/artist team.  

4. References, one-page: List three people with whom you have worked on an exhibit or 
commission who can describe your experience as a professional artist. Include name, title, 
address, e-mail and current daytime telephone for each reference. 

Submission deadline: All submittals must be received no later than 
12:00 a.m. Friday, April 10, 2015, Mountain Daylight Time. 

(April 11, 1:00 a.m. Central Daylight Time) 
 

The Contract Specialist at the Metro Division of Purchasing & Contract Management will 
ensure that only submissions received by the deadline will be accepted.  
 
Incomplete or ineligible submissions will not be reviewed. 
 

III. SELECTION PROCESS 

 

A. Method of Source Selection 

The Department is using the Competitive Sealed Proposals method of source selection, as 
authorized by Section 4.12.040 of the Metropolitan Procurement Code, for this procurement.   

mailto:cafe@westaf.org
https://www.callforentry.org/image_prep.phtml


 
B. Selection/ Evaluation Committee 

The selection panel for this project will have between five and nine members including at least one 
visual artist, a design professional and a cyclist to represent the biking community. The chairperson 
of the selection panel will be the public art committee chair or designee, serving as an ex-officio, 
non-voting panel member. A technical advisor and someone to address possible fabrication issues 
will also review the submissions. The Contract Specialist assigned to each project will serve as a 
non-voting advisory member of the selection panel and be charged with the responsibility of 
monitoring the process. 

 
C. Selection process 
Responses to this Request for Proposals will be evaluated by the selection panel according to the 

project selection criteria. The panel will recommend artists for this project to the Public Art 

Committee for action and referral to the Metro Nashville Arts Commission, for final approval and 

issuance of intent to Award letter based on successful contract negotiation.  

IV. RULES AND GUIDELINES 
 

A. Requests for Clarification of Submission  

MNAC may check references to assist in the evaluation of any submission.   
 
B. Submissions, RFPs and Presentation Costs  

The Metropolitan Government will not be liable in any way for any costs incurred by any artist in 
the preparation of its proposal in response to this RFP, nor for the presentation of its submission 
and/or participation in any discussions. 
  
C. Validity of Submissions  

All proposals shall be valid for a period of one hundred eighty (180) days from the due date of the 
Request for Proposals.  
 
D. Rejection of Submission  

The Purchasing Agent or designee reserves the right to accept or reject in whole or in part any or all 
proposals submitted. 
 

E. Americans with Disabilities Act 

The successful contractor (artist or team) shall assure to Metro that all services (including but not 

limited to the design services, as well as any construction, repair, or other infrastructure 

improvements) made through this contract, if an award is made, shall be completed in full 

compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act ("ADA") and Architectural and Transportation 

Barriers Compliance Board, Federal Register 36 CFR Parts 1190 and 1191, Accessibility Guidelines 

for Buildings and Facilities; Architectural Barriers Act (ABA) Accessibility Guidelines; proposed rule 

published in the Federal Register on July 23, 2004, as has been adopted by Metro. 

Questions, concerns, complaints, requests for accommodation, or requests for additional 

information regarding the Americans with Disabilities Act may be forwarded MNAC's ADA 



Compliance Coordinator: Leigh Patton, 800 2nd Ave. South, 4th Floor, P.O. Box 196300, Nashville, TN 

37219-6300, Phone: (615) 862-6720. 

Individuals who need auxiliary aids for effective communication in the programs, services or 

activities of the Metro Nashville Arts Commission are invited to make their needs and preferences 

known to the ADA Compliance Coordinator. This notice can be made available in alternative 

formats through the office of the ADA Compliance Coordinator, Monday through Friday, 8:00 a.m. 

until 4:30 p.m. 

F. Non-Discrimination 

It is the policy of the Metropolitan Government not to discriminate on the basis of age, race, sex, 

color, national origin or disability in its hiring and employment practices, or in admission to, access 

to, or operation of its programs, services and activities.  With regard to all aspects of this Contract, 

the artist or artist team certifies and warrants it will comply with this policy. 

Notwithstanding any other provision of this Contract, no person shall be excluded from 

participation in, be denied benefits of, be discriminated against in the admission or access to, or be 

discriminated against in treatment or employment in Metro's contracted programs or activities, on 

the grounds of handicap and/or disability, age, race, color, religion, sex, national origin, or any 

other classification protected by federal or Tennessee State Constitutional or statutory law; nor 

shall they be excluded from participation in, be denied benefits of, or be otherwise subjected to 

discrimination in the performance of contracts with Metro or in the employment practices of 

Metro's Artists/Contractors.   

Accordingly, all artists/contractors entering into contracts with Metro shall, upon request, be 

required to show proof of such nondiscrimination and to post in conspicuous places that are 

available to all employees and applicants, notices of nondiscrimination. 

Further the Metro Nashville Arts Commission does not discriminate on the basis of age, race, sex, 

color, national origin, religion, or disability in admission to, access to, or operations of its programs, 

services, or activities.  The Metro Nashville Arts Commission does not discriminate in its hiring or 

employment practices. 

Inquiries concerning non-discrimination policies other than ADA compliance should be forwarded 

to: Delaine Linville, Department of Human Resources, 222 Third Avenue, Suite 200, Nashville TN 

37201, (615) 862-6640. 

G. Public disclosure 

All submissions are considered public and subject to review upon request after an intent to award 
has been made.  
 
END OF RFP # 15-1 
 

 


