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With his signature on June 5, Mayor Karl
Dean signed into law a new Metro Council
Ordinance No. BL2008-217, sponsored by
Councilman Mike Jameson, establishing a
voluntary procedure for “Green Building
Permits” and Green Certificates of Occu-
pancy” for Metropoli-
tan Nashville & David-

program or the Earthcraft House green
building program. If the proof of certifica-
tion is presented, the building will receive
a “Green Certificate of Occupancy” thus
establishing a permanent and public re-
cord of the certification, Cobb said.

In passing the new law, the

Metro Council stated that
green construction is cost
effective and “makes good
business sense.” Further,
the Council’s action stated
that in commercial con-
struction, “sustainable
buildings can boost em-

ited son County. “"Sustainable design and

construction is critical for
our community. Common
sense construction using
environmentally friendly
products and design means
a better community and a
better way of life for all of

The new “Green Build-
ing Permit” process
will make possible a
formal recognition of a
buildings’ sustainable
design based on re-
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quirements developed
by the United States
Green Building Coun-
cil's LEED certification
program or the Earthcraft House green
building program.

us,” Cobb said.

Terry Cobb, director of the Metro Codes
and Building Safety Department, was
pleased to see the adoption of the new
program.

“Sustainable design and construction is
critical for our community. Common sense
construction using environmentally
friendly products and design means a bet-
ter community and a better way of life for
all of us,” Cobb said.

Cobb explained the role of the Codes de-
partment is simple with respect to the new
local law.

“We will issue a green certificate of occu-
pancy for the building if the contractor or
developer can demonstrate the project is
in compliance with either the United
States Green Building Council’'s LEED

ployee productivity by 15
percent, provide stronger
employee attraction and
result in few ilinesses and
lower absenteeism while reducing health-
care costs.”

In addition to the “Green” Certificate of
Occupancy, the Department of Codes &
Building Safety will issue “Green Building
Permits” to any building registered to meet
the sustainable design protocol. Those
builders seeking to obtain a green permit
shall notify the department of their intent
in writing and provide the department with
a copy of the program registration at the
time of application for a building permit.

1320 7th Avenue is one of the first
certified “Green” homes in Nashville.
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Grass, Weeds, and Other Green Things

Now that the weather is getting warmer, it's time to focus
our attention on our yards and landscaping. This is also the
time of the year when the Health Department receives a
bulk of their requests for service for violations that fall into
the “vegetation” violation category. The Health department
is the primary enforcement agency for requests for high
grass and high weeds violations. The Property Standards
division may also abate these violations if in addition to the
vegetation there are other property standards code viola-
tions.

There are several types of violations in this category. The
first is the height of vegetation. Grass and weeds (not orna-
mental grasses) should not exceed twelve inches in height.
To maintain a healthy and attractive yard, only mow the top
one-third of the grass. Regular cutting during the growing
season will keep your yard looking great. And here’s an
eco-tip, use a mulching mower. Those clippings provide
free, nitrogen rich fertilizer for your lawn. If you must bag,
consider composting the clippings.

The second category of violations is overgrowth. This usu-
ally occurs in flower beds and gardens that are not being
maintained. Weeds or grass in these areas which exceed
twelve inches would be a violation. To report a violation,
call Metro Health at 340-5644.

“Tree limbs, dead shrubs, and other yard waste are
considered ‘debris’ and must be disposed of prop-

erly. These items neatly stacked in the yard for
brush pickup are fine, but when these items scat-
tered all over the yard they become a violation.”

There is an exception to this rule. Properties being main-
tained in a natural state may be allowed if the owner has
filed an international design for vegetation growth plan with
the Metropolitan Beautification Commission. These areas
must meet a fifteen foot front setback requirement and a
ten foot setback requirement from any adjacent residential
property line. For more information contact Vicky Ingram
with Metro Beautification at 862-8418.

Owners of rental property are responsible for ensuring their
rental property is maintained to this standard. If the prop-
erty is found to be in violation and a notice to correct is
issued, the owner is responsible for getting their tenant to
make the actual correction. If the violation is not corrected,
the owner will be cited to environmental court. It's important
for rental property owners to register their rental properties
with Codes in order for them to receive the notice to
correct the violation.

Tree limbs, dead shrubs, and other yard waste are consid-
ered “debris” and must be disposed of properly. These
items neatly stacked in the yard for brush pick-up are fine,
but when these items scattered all over the yard they
become a violation.

Public Works maintains a brush collection schedule on their
web site. It's important to follow that schedule in order to
avoid having your brush pile sit at the curb for an extended
period of time. Brush piles also tend to attract brush and
trash from “other”, so the closer you can get to the collec-
tion period, the less likely your pile will get dumped on. Go
to http://www.nashville.gov/recycle/brush.htm for more
details on Metro’s brush collection program.

Click on the picture to go to Public Works
interactive Brush Collection route map
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Auto Repair Prohibited

High gas prices and the cost of new cars are forcing more
of us to keep our older vehicle. As vehicles get older, they
have to be maintained. Did you know that there are certain
repairs that cannot be done on a residentially zoned prop-
erty?

A home owner or tenant is not allowed to engage in the
business of repairing or stripping motor vehicles in a resi-
dential zone district. Repairs that fall into this category are
engine or transmission repairs, engine or transmission
removal, rear end repair, and any repair involving painting
a motor vehicle. Only vehicles owned by the persons resid-
ing on the premises may be repaired on the premises, and
those repairs cannot involve major disassembly unless the
repairs are done inside a garage or other accessory struc-
ture designed for that purpose.

“Shade Tree” mechanics are not allowed to work on resi-
dential property. One can also not obtain a “Home Occupa-
tion” permit that would
allow commercial activ-
ity on residential prop-
erty for an auto repair
business on residential
for an auto repair busi-
ness on residential
property.

National Night Out Against Crime

On Tuesday, August 5, 2008, Nashville celebrates its
14th year of participating in the National Night Out
Against Crime. This event is hosted nationally by the
National Association of Town Watches.

All Neighborhood Watches, Neighborhood Associations
and Community Organizations are invited to host and/or
participate in Night Out events!

NNOAC has been extraordinarily successful in promoting
involvement in crime and drug prevention activities,
strengthening police-community relations, and encourag-
ing neighborhood camaraderie as part of the fight for
safer streets.

Since 1984, "National Night Out—America's Night Out
Against Crime" has grown to involve over 30 million
people from more than 9,000 communities.

This year, the Mayor’s Office of Neighbor-
hoods along with the Nashville Neighbor-
hood Alliance and the Neighborhoods
Resource Center are teaming up to coordi-
nate NNOAC activities in Metropolitan
Nashville-Davidson County.

For more information, call the Mayor’s Office of Neighbor-
hoods, 862-6000 or register on line today at
http://www.nashville.gov/nightout/registration.htm

Hot Chicken Festival - Music City Festival Heats Up East Park July 4th

Nashvillians of all ages welcome at free, annual event

No need to get your feathers ruffled, the Music City Hot
Chicken Festival is back with more fiery, fried fowl and
fun to sink your beaks into this July 4, from Noon-3 p.m.
at East Park on Woodland Street.

Turn the heat up with free samples from 400°, Bolton’s
Spicy Chicken and Fish, and Prince’s Hot Chicken Shack,
as well as entertainment and activities for the entire
brood. The event will once again give six poultry prep-
ping amateurs a chance to strut their stuff and be judged
by the high-ranking roosters of this unique Nashville culi-
nary tradition.

For more information and for Contest applications are
available online at www.musiccityhotchickenfestival.com.

WHO: 400°, Bolton’s Spicy Chicken and Fish, Prince’s
Hot Chicken Shack and YOU!

WHEN: Friday, July 4, 2008 12 Noon-3 p.m. (CDT)
WHERE: East Park | 700 Woodland Street Nashville

¢

ﬂ‘

ETTY H@T
FESTIVAL

FRIDAY JULY 4TH 2008

EAST PARK * 700 WOODLAND ST
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Tips for a Safe Summer Season on Your Deck

Gas prices are on the rise again, the number of people
traveling is down and families are choosing to spend
more time at home enjoying their decks. And with so
many accessories available that make the yard an oasis -
- from solar fountains and fire pit tables to stainless gas
grills -- the deck extends the living space and creates an
at-home vacation spot according to the American rental
Association.

Whether for entertainment, family time or just quiet enjoy-
ment, a well-built deck offers a safe haven for outdoor
living. A deck offers increased square footage and better
pay back than a kitchen or bath remodel. As with any
sound investment, it's important to do proper mainte-
nance to preserve the integrity of the deck.

The number of deck failures and resulting injuries has
been increasing at an alarming rate. Between August
2004 and December 2005, the U.S. news media reported
225 injuries and one fatality from deck collapses caused
by ledger connection failures. Many more deck failures --
with and without injuries -- went unreported in the media.

In an effort to save lives and prevent injuries, the North
American Deck and Railing Association, Inc. (NADRA)
declared May as the first Deck Safety Month in 2006.
Now in its second year, the purpose of the promotion is
to increase public awareness of the necessity for regular
inspection and maintenance of existing decks, and proper
installation of new decks.

Reasons for a deck collapsing range from age of the
deck, poor maintenance, exceeding load capacity to
improper building methods. Deck failures can be avoided.
It's a matter of making the consumer aware of the neces-
sity of choosing a professional deck contractor, regular
maintenance and inspection, and knowing the limits of
the deck structure.

Mike Beaudry, executive vice president for NADRA
states, "A simple, annual deck inspection doesn't take
long or require special tools, but it's a great investment.

It can help prevent unnecessary accidents, and keep a
deck a safe place. Each May, we will encourage home-
owners to get an annual deck inspection, with the goal of
reducing the number of deck injuries suffered each year."

"May is a great time to make a deck-check," Beaudry
continues, "especially in locations where there's a lot of
snow and ice, as a deck could develop a trouble spot
over the winter. A professional inspection will examine
every inch of a deck, evaluate the deck's capacity limits,
identify problem areas and provide a map of what to keep
your eye on in the future."

Researchers at Virginia Tech University in cooperation
with the International Code Council have produced a
"Manual for the Inspection of Residential Wood Decks
and Balconies." The manual is intended for use by home-
owners, home inspectors, contractors, engineers and
builders interested in the inspection of residential wood
decks.

Frank Woeste, a deck-safety expert of Virginia Tech, who
helped develop the inspection manual, notes, "I'm aware
of deck collapses with no one on them, further demon-
strating the

need for homeowners to get involved and interested in
their deck's structural integrity." For more information or
to purchase the inspection manual, go to www.nadra.org.

Complete a deck check every May for Deck Safety
Month, and you'll have the peace of mind that comes
from knowing your family and friends can safely enjoy
your deck all summer long. NADRA's 10-Point Deck
Inspection Checklist is available at www.nadra.org

For extra safety, check out any deck accessories you
use. As with any source of fire or heat, such as grills, fire
pits, heaters of any kind and candles, make sure they are
safely placed away from flammable surfaces, use caution
and follow manufacturers' directions. Make sure steps
and pathways are well lit and all lighting, electrical outlets
and appliances are up to code, in good condition and
childproof if necessary.

Test all deck furniture for sturdiness. Childproof storage
boxes and benches. Store all dangerous products safely
away from children, including barbecue lighter fluids and
matches. If you have trees surrounding your deck, look
for decaying or broken limbs that could fall on the deck.

For more insight as to how important deck safety is, you
may want to follow this link: http://www.msnbc.msn.com/
id/21134540/vp/24946165#24946165
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Xeriscaping
(Continued from the May edition)

Planning and Design

The fundamental element of Xeriscape design is water con-
servation. Landscape designers are constantly looking for
ways to reduce the amount of applied water and to maxi-
mize the use of natural rainfall.

e Before drawing out a plan, visit local nurseries to see
what drought-resistant plantings are available locally.

e Orient the plan by marking directions and include any
limiting features such as trees, fences, walkways and
structures. Note areas of sun and shade, which will
help you establish zones of differing water needs.
You'll want to group plants with similar watering needs
for most efficient water use.

e Study the natural contours and drainage patterns of the
land. These contours can be developed into terraces,
which add visual interest and help reduce soil erosion
due to rain or irrigation.

e Consider the planned use of each area within the plot.
Areas for seating, walkways, dining areas, and play
areas should be defined and incorporated into your
plan.

e Areas to be left as turf should be designed to be easily
mowed. Curved swaths are usually better than straight
runs with sharp turns. Narrow swaths can be difficult to
water with conventional sprinklers.

e Larger plantings, such as shrubs and trees, can be po-
sitioned to provide natural heating and cooling opportu-
nities for adjacent buildings.

The ideal soil in a water-conserving landscape

does two things simultaneously: it drains quickly
and stores water at the same time.

Soil Improvement

The ideal soil in a water-conserving landscape does two
things simultaneously: it drains quickly and stores water at
the same time. This is achieved by increasing the amount
of organic material in your soil and keeping it well aerated.
Compost is the ideal organic additive, unless your Xeris-
cape contains succulents and cacti. These species prefer
lean soil. It may be worthwhile to have your soil tested at a
garden center or by using a home test kit.

Create Limited Turf Areas

Reduce the size of turf areas as much as possible, while
retaining some turf for open space and visual appeal.
When planting new turf, or reseeding existing lawns, ask
your garden center for water-saving turf species adapted to
the area.

Use Appropriate Plants
For best results, select plants that are native to your re-

gion.

e Use drought-resistant plants. In general, these plants
have leaves which are small, thick, glossy, or fuzzy —
all characteristics which help save water

e Select plants for their ultimate size. This reduces prun-
ing maintenance.

e For hot, dry areas with south and west exposure, use
plants which need only a minimum of water. Along
north and east-facing slopes and walls, choose plants
that like more moisture. Most importantly, don’t mix
plants with high and low watering needs in the same
area.

e Trees help to reduce evaporation by blocking wind and
shading the soil.

Turf areas should not be cut too short since

taller grass is a natural mulch which shades the
roots and helps retain moisture

Mulch

Cover the soil’s surface around plants with mulch, such as
leaves, coarse compost, pine needles, wood chips, bark or
gravel. Mulch helps retain soil moisture and temperature,
prevents erosion and keeps out competing weeds. Organic
mulch will slowly incorporate into the soil, and will need
more applied from time to time. To be effective, mulch
needs to be several inches thick. There should be no areas
of exposed soil.

Irrigate
Water conservation is the goal, so avoid over watering.

Soaker hoses and drip-irrigation systems offer the easiest
and most efficient watering for Xeriscapes because they
deliver water directly to the base of the plant. This reduces
moisture loss from evaporation. They also deliver the wa-
ter at a slow rate which encourages root absorption and
reduces pooling and erosion. In general, it's best to water
deeply and less frequently.

Maintain your Landscape
Low-maintenance is one of the benefits of Xeriscaping.

Keeping the weeds from growing up through the mulch may
require some attention. Thickening the layer of mulch will
help. Turf areas should not be cut too short since taller
grass is a natural mulch which shades the roots and helps
retain moisture. Avoid over-fertilizing.
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2008 COMMUNITY POOLS AND SPRAY PARKS OPENINGS June 2008

SPRAY PARKS: Kirkpatrick and Watkins REGIONAL CENTERS: Learn to Swim Classes

Open: Saturday, May 24 (Session 3)

Close: Monday, Sept.1 Starts June 17th Ends July 17th

Hours: Monday through Friday 9:00 a.m. - 6:30 p.m. Registration: June 9th — 13th

Saturday, Sunday and Holidays 10:00am-3:00pm Learn to Swim Classes (Session 4)
Starts July 29th Ends August 28th

COMMUNITY POOLS: Open: June 9 Registration: July 21- 25th

Close: Wednesday, August 6

Learn to Swim Classes (Session 3) EAST POOL.:

Starts June 23rd Ends July 7th Woodland Street at South 6th Street

Registration: June 16th Phone: 862-8448

(Session 4) Learn to Swim Classes Manager: Lisa Hearn

Starts July 14th Ends July 25th

Registration: July 8th HADLEY POOL

28TH Street at Albion Street
LOOBY POOL Phone: 321-5623
Metro Center Blvd

Manager: Margie Parker
Phone: 259-1560

Manager: Contee Harris
Open Tuesday, Wednesday,
Thursday and Friday open

HARTMAN POOL
2801 Tucker Road
Phone: 862-8479

from 9:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. e """ Manager: Curtis Greene

and Saturday from noon to — =

4 p.m. Closed on Sunday and o — ~ COLEMAN POOL

Monday and from Noon to 1 B ~ Thompson Lane/Nolensville Rd at Foster St

p.m. for lunch : 9 Phone: 862-8445
NAPIER POOL * 2 Manager: Emily Baranowski

73 Fairfield Ave.

Phone: 242-9212

Manager: Jon Dodson

Open Monday, Wednesday, Thursday and Friday 9:30
a.m.- 4:30 p.m., closed from Noon to 1 p.m. for lunch
Closed on Saturday, Sunday and Tuesday

Call 862-8480 for more information or log on to

more info

ROSE POOL: 1000 Edgehill Ave

Dereck Smith Manager-PHONE-742-3155

Closed on Sunday and Monday and from

Open Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday and Friday 9:30
a.m.-.4:30 p.m. and closed from noon to 1 p.m. for lunch
Also open Saturday from Noon — 4 p.m.

http://www.nashville.gov/parks/swimming.htm for
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Swimming Pool Safety

A swimming pool can be very dangerous for children. If may add to the protection of your children but should
possible, do not put a swimming pool in your yard until your not be used in place of the fence between your house
children are older than 5 years. According to the America and the pool. Even fencing around your pool and using
Academy of Pediatrics, you can help protect your children a power safety cover will not prevent all drownings.

from drowning by doing the following:
e Pools with a depth greater than 24 inches must be pro-

e Never leave your children alone in or near the pool, tected by a barrier that prevents direct access to the
even for a moment. An adult who knows CPR should pool. The barrier must be at least 48 inches high when
actively supervise children at all times. measured from grade level.

e Practice touch supervision with children younger than 5
years. This means that the adult is within an arm's
length of the child at all times.

e You must put up a fence to separate your house from
the pool. Most young children who drown in pools wan-
der out of the house and fall into the pool. Install a
fence at least 4 feet high around all 4 sides of the pool.
This fence will completely separate the pool from the
house and play area of the yard. Use gates that self-
close and self-latch, with latches higher than your chil-
dren's reach.

Remember, teaching your child how to swim DOES NOT
e Keep rescue equipment mean your child is safe in water.
(such as a shepherd's hook or
life preserver) and a telephone
by the pool.

e Do not use air-filled
"swimming aids" as a substi-
tute for approved life vests.

e Remove all toys from the pool after use so children
aren't tempted to reach for them.

e After the children are done swimming, secure the pool
so they can't get back into it.

e A power safety cover that meets the standards of the
American Society for Testing and Materials (ASTM)
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Employee
Highlights

Susan Davenport is an Office
Support Representative lll
assigned to the Customer Service
section within the Property Stan-
dards division. In this role, she is
responsible for processing our
Codes On-line service requests
(RFS), entering and updating
requests for service received from
citizens over the phone, and for
other administrative actions associated with the RFS
system. She has the additional duty of acting as the
departments Switchboard Operator.

-
P
y W %
oy 2%

Prior to joining Codes, Susan was employed by an audio-
visual/video company for 19 years. She was the Public
Relations/Advertising Director for the firm. She has been
with the Codes department since 1996 where she first
served as an Administrative Assistant for Zoning/Urban
Forestry.

Susan is a certified Arborist with the International Society
of Arboriculture. She studies art, writes poetry and is
learning to play the banjo, hoping to successfully capture
the bluegrass style of music. She has self-published a
book of poetry and is currently working on a new poetry
collection.

Susan has one son, Michael, daughter-in-law Veronica
and granddaughters Alex, 4 and Abby, 3.

Department of
Codes & Building Safety

Metro Office Building

800 2nd Ave., South

Nashville, TN 37210
615-862-6590 / Fax 862-6593

Mayor—Karl F. Dean
Director—Terrence Cobb

Asst. Director—Bill Penn
Office Hours: Mon-Fri / 7:30-4:00

V39

Save The Date - October 18th
12th Annual Metro Codes Charity
Golf Tournament

The 12th Annual Metro Codes Charity Golf Tournament will
be held on October 18th at the Ted Rhodes Golf Course.
This year will again be a 4 person scramble with teams
made up on a blind-draw. The $60 entry fee includes
greens fee, cart, great lunch, & more prizes.

Registration begins at 7:30 a.m. with a Shotgun Start at
8:00 a.m. Various sponsorships will be available.

Last year’s tournament, through the support of 128 golfers
and 99 sponsors, resulted in a record $24,000 being do-
nated to three local charities through the Metro Employees
Consolidated Charities Campaign (MECCC).

This year, all proceeds will again go to the Metro Employ-
ees Consolidated Charities Campaign for the benefit of
local charity.

We look forward to this year's event and to surpassing last
year's donations to the local charities.

Golfers begin to “saddle-up” as they get ready for the Shotgun Start.

Terry Cobb and Bill Penn welcome your feedback on our
e-newsletter. Please send your comments to
Bill Penn,
Assistant Director, Property Standards Div , 862-6590

PASS IT ON!
Pass the word about our newsletter! We would be
honored if you would share our newsletter with your
colleagues and co-workers. If anyone would like to
sign up to receive it themselves, they just need to
send us their email, and we will be happy to “Pass It
On” to them.

6 @ For information regarding accessibility, please con-
~ || tact Manley Biggers at (615) 862-6521 or fax (615)

r-’\ j 862-6499. He can also be reached at man-
=~/ Q ley.biggers@nashville.gov
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