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METROPOLITAN GOVERNMENT OF NASHVILLE AND DAVIDSON COUNTY 
 

Donna Blackbourne Jones                                   Criminal Justice Planning 
Director                      100 James Robertson Parkway 

  Ben West Municipal Bldg, Suite 120 
   Nashville, TN 37219 

  
 
August 2014 
 
 
 
Honorable Karl F. Dean 
Mayor of Nashville and Davidson County 
204 Historic Courthouse 
Nashville, TN  37201 
 
 
Mayor Dean, 
 
On behalf of Criminal Justice Planning, I am pleased to present the twelveth Correctional Population 
Projection Report for Davidson County, 2014 – 2018.  This report provides information on our criminal 
justice system in the following areas:  crime rates, the average daily correctional population, admissions, 
lengths of stay, types of release and population forecasts.  Due to a recommendation from Metro’s 
Internal Audit on Criminal Justice Planning and by approval of the Criminal Justice Planning 
Committee, this year’s report is a condensed version.  It still has all the data as previous reports but the 
narrative has been reduced.   
 
Our department continues to focus its vision toward excellence in the area of criminal justice planning 
and forecasting.  By doing so, the policy makers will be able to make informed decisions in developing 
management strategies for the Davidson County criminal justice system. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
Donna Blackbourne Jones 
Director 
 
DBJ 
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

 

CORRECTIONAL POPULATION PROJECTIONS: 

 By 2018 there will be an estimated 2,910 inmates on average each day in Davidson 
County correctional facilities.  This is a 7.6% decrease below 2013 population levels, 
and a 1.5% average decrease per year.  Assuming current capacity levels, the 
correctional system will be operating at an estimated 68.5% capacity in 2018 (pages 
17, 28). 

 Male inmates are projected to decline 1.8% each year through 2018, to reach a 
projected daily population of 2,482. Female inmates are projected to decline 0.1% 
annually, to 428 per day. Juvenile inmates are estimated to hold steady at an 
estimated 10 inmates per day in 2018 (pages 18-20, 25).  

 By 2018 there will be an estimated 946 locally sentenced felons in the average daily 
jail population, a 1.8% annual decline.  Pretrial felons will decline 0.02% on average 
each year to 929. Overall, all charge classes are projected to decline through the 
projection period except misdemeanor probation violators (page 21-24).  

 Female pretrial felons are projected to grow 3.6% annually through 2018. Female 
inmates in four other charge classes are also expected to increase. However, 
misdemeanor probation violators are the only class projected to increase for males 
(page 25).    

 

DAVIDSON COUNTY POPULATION: 

 Davidson County’s population grew an average 1% per year from 2000-2013. The 
population was estimated to be 648,447 in 2013, and is projected to steadily grow 
1.0% per year through 2018, reaching 681,193 Davidson County residents.   

 The portion of the population most at risk for arrest, ages 18-45, is expected to grow 
0.5% per year during this period.  The 15-17 portion of the population is increasing 
at a higher rate than that of the 18-45 age range, a 1% average annual increase with 
males at an average 0.8% and females at an average annual increase of 1.2% 
(pages 4-5, 26). 
 

REPORTED CRIME: 

 Reported crime in Davidson County decreased 6.1% in 2013 compared to 2012.  
Violent crimes decreased 9.0% while property crimes decreased 5.2%. Overall, 
reported crime has been declining in Davidson County since 2001 (pages 6, 27). 

 

ARRESTS: 

 In 2013 there were 40,097 adult physical arrests in Davidson County, a 6.3% 
decrease from 2012.  The number of State Citations issued in 2013 increased 1.9% 
over 2012, to 46,189 (page 7). 
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ADMISSIONS AND RELEASES: 

 In 2013 admissions to Davidson County correctional facilities decreased 6.3% below 
2012 levels.  Admissions have only decreased 3 times since the year 2000; the most 
recent previous decline was in 2010. The average length of stay for inmates 
increased from 25.5 days to 26.4 days in 2013 (page 12).  

 Releases from Davidson County correctional facilities decreased 5.8% in 2013.  
Bond releases were down 6.8% and releases to the Pretrial Release program 
declined 11.2%.  In 2013 most inmates were released after bonding out, completing 
their sentence, or transferring to another authority (pages 12-13, 16). 

 

AVERAGE DAILY CORRECTIONAL POPULATION: 

 The average daily correctional population was 3,151 in 2013 which was 6.3% less 
than in 2012 when the population averaged 3,362. The year 2013 was the fifth 
straight year of ADP declines (pages 9-12).    

 Davidson County correctional facilities operated at 74% of capacity in 2013, which 
was a decrease from 2012 when the capacity was 79% (page 8). 

 On an average day in 2013, the largest group of inmates in the correctional 
population was black males, 21-30 years old.  The largest percentage of inmate 
charge classification was locally sentenced felons at 33%.  The second largest 
charge classification was pretrial felons at 29.5% (page 14). 

 In 2013 more than half (55.9%) of all inmates in the daily correctional population 
were charged with a nonviolent crime as their most serious arrested charge. The 
largest category was Crimes Against the Courts and Government, which accounted 
for 26.7% of all inmates. Violent crimes were the primary charge for 27.6% of the 
population, a 6.2% decline from 2012.  Aggravated Assaults, 6.7% of inmates, was 
the largest group in the violent crime category. Drug offenses accounted for 16.6% 
of inmates in 2013 (page 15). 
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