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Mayor Dean, 
 
On behalf of Criminal Justice Planning, I am pleased to present the thirteenth Correctional Population 
Projection Report for Davidson County, 2015 – 2019.  This report provides information on our criminal 
justice system in the following areas:  crime rates, the average daily correctional population, admissions, 
lengths of stay, types of release and population forecasts.   
 
Our department continues to focus its vision toward excellence in the area of criminal justice planning 
and forecasting.  By doing so, the policy makers will be able to make informed decisions in developing 
management strategies for the Davidson County criminal justice system. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
Donna Blackbourne Jones 
Director 
 
DBJ 
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

 

CORRECTIONAL POPULATION PROJECTIONS: 

 By 2019 there will be an estimated 2,330 inmates on average each day in Davidson 
County correctional facilities. This is a 18.7% decrease below 2014 population 
levels, and a 4.1% average decrease per year. Assuming current capacity levels, the 
correctional system will be operating at an estimated 54.8% capacity in 2019 (pages 
16, 27). 

 Male inmates are projected to decline 3.7% each year through 2019, to reach a 
projected daily population of 2,049. Female inmates are projected to decline 6.3% 
annually, to 281 per day. Juvenile inmates are estimated to steadily decline to an 
estimated 0 inmates per day in 2019 (pages 17-19, 24).  

 By 2019 there will be an estimated 729 locally sentenced felons in the average daily 
jail population, a 5% annual decline. Pretrial felons will decline 4.1% on average 
each year to 730. Overall, all charge classes are projected to decline through the 
projection period except felony and misdemeanor probation violators and state 
sentenced felons (page 20-23).  

 Female pretrial felons are projected to decline 5.5% annually through 2019. Female 
inmates in all other charge classes are also expected to decrease with the exception 
of misdemeanor probation violators, state sentenced felons and pretrial 
misdemeanants which are expected to increase.  Misdemeanor probation violators, 
state sentenced felons and felony probation violators are projected to increase for 
males (page 24).    

 

DAVIDSON COUNTY POPULATION: 

 Davidson County’s population grew an average 1.33% per year from 2005-2014. 
The population was estimated to be 664,327 in 2014, and is projected to steadily 
grow 1.2% per year through 2019, reaching 696,112 Davidson County residents.   

 The portion of the population most at risk for arrest, ages 18-45, is expected to grow 
0.9% per year during this period. The 15-17 portion of the population is expected to 
grow an average of 0.6% annually with males at an average of 0.4% and females at 
an average annual increase of 0.9% (pages 4-5, 25). 
 

REPORTED CRIME: 

 Reported crime in Davidson County decreased 2.0% in 2014 compared to 2013.  
Violent crimes increased 6.6% while property crimes decreased 4.4% Overall, 
reported crime has been declining in Davidson County since 2005 (pages 6, 26). 

 

ARRESTS: 

 In 2014 there were 39,726 adult physical arrests in Davidson County, a 0.9% 
decrease from 2013. The number of State Citations issued in 2014 decreased 6.5% 
over 2013, to 43,275 (page 7). 
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ADMISSIONS AND RELEASES: 

 In 2014 admissions to Davidson County correctional facilities decreased 5.1% below 
2013 levels. Admissions have only decreased 3 times since the year 2005; the most 
recent previous decline was in 2013. The average length of stay for inmates 
decreased from 26.4 days to 24.4 days in 2014 (page 11).  

 Releases from Davidson County correctional facilities decreased 4.9% in 2014.  
Bond releases  have increased 0.4% and releases to the Pretrial Release program 
declined 12.7% in 2014 most inmates were released after bonding out, completing 
their sentence, or transferring to another authority (pages 11-12,15). 

 

AVERAGE DAILY CORRECTIONAL POPULATION: 

 The average daily correctional population was 2,867 in 2014 which was 9.0% less 
than in 2013 when the population averaged 3,151. The year 2014 was the sixth 
straight year of ADP declines (pages 8-10).    

 Davidson County correctional facilities operated at 68% of capacity in 2014, which 
was a decrease from 2013 when the capacity was 74% (page 8). 

 On an average day in 2014, the largest group of inmates in the correctional 
population was black males, 21-30 years old.  The largest percentage of inmate 
charge classification was locally sentenced felons at 32.9%.The second largest 
charge classification was pretrial felons at 31.5% (page 13). 

 In 2014 more than half (53.7%) of all inmates in the daily correctional population 
were charged with a nonviolent crime as their most serious arrested charge. The 
largest category was Crimes Against the Courts and Government, which accounted 
for 25.9% of all inmates. Violent crimes were the primary charge for 30.7% of the 
population, a 2.4% increase from 2013.  Aggravated Assault, 8.5% of inmates, was 
the largest group in the violent crime category. Drug offenses accounted for 15.6% 
of inmates in 2014 (page 14). 
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TABLE 1 
DAVIDSON COUNTY DEMOGRAPHIC POPULATION 

2005 - 2014 
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FIGURE 2 
DAVIDSON COUNTY DEMOGRAPHIC PROJECTIONS:  TOTAL AND POPULATION A GES 18-45 AND AGES 15-17 

2005 - 2019 
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FIGURE 3 
PART I CRIMINAL OFFENSES REPORTED TO POLICE 

2005 - 2014 
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TABLE 2 
DAVIDSON COUNTY ADULT ARREST TRENDS 

2005 - 2014 
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TABLE 3 

OVERVIEW OF DAVIDSON COUNTY CORRECTIONAL FACILITIES 

2014 
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FIGURE 4 
AVERAGE DAILY CORRECTIONAL POPULATION, BY MONTH 

FOR 2014 
 
 

 
 

 
Note: Average Daily Population (ADP) includes locally sentenced felons, State sentenced felons in local 
facilities, sentenced misdemeanants, pretrial felons, pretrial misdemeanants, probation violators (felons and 
misdemeanants), and other miscellaneous inmates. 
Total capacity for all facilities was 4,247 as of December 31, 2014.   
 
 
Source: Davidson County Sheriff’s Office. Annual totals are calculated from the 11:00 pm nightly jail counts. 



 

 10

TABLE 4 
AVERAGE DAILY CORRECTIONAL POPULATION 
STANDARD DEVIATION AND HIGH/LOW COUNTS 

2005 - 2014 

 
 

FIGURE 5 
AVERAGE DAILY POPULATION WITH HIGH/LOW COUNTS 

2005 - 2014 

 
 
Note: Average Daily Population (ADP) includes locally sentenced felons, State sentenced felons in local 
facilities, sentenced misdemeanants, pretrial felons, pretrial misdemeanants, probation violators (felons and 
misdemeanants), and other miscellaneous inmates. 
 
Source: Davidson County Sheriff’s Office. Annual totals are calculated from the 11:00 pm nightly jail counts. 
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TABLE 5 
DAVIDSON COUNTY CORRECTIONAL FACILITY ADMISSIONS, RELEASES, AVERAGE DAILY POPULATION,  

AND AVERAGE LENGTH OF STAY 
2005 - 2014 
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TABLE 6 
PRETRIAL AND BOND RELEASE TRENDS IN THE DAVIDSON COUNTY 

CORRECTIONAL POPULATION 
2005 - 2014 
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TABLE 7 
DAVIDSON COUNTY AVERAGE DAILY CORRECTIONAL POPULATION 

INMATE CHARACTERISTICS 
2013 AND 2014 
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TABLE 8 
 

DAVIDSON COUNTY AVERAGE DAILY CORRECTIONAL POPULATION 
MOST SERIOUS CHARGE 

2013 AND 2014 
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TABLE 9 
DAVIDSON COUNTY CORRECTIONAL POPULATION 

RELEASES BY METHOD OF RELEASE AND LENGTH OF STAY 
INMATES RELEASED IN 2013 AND 2014 
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FIGURE 6 
DAVIDSON COUNTY CORRECTIONAL POPULATION 

HISTORICAL AND PROJECTED 
TOTAL 

2010 - 2019 
 

 
 
 

*Historical data goes through June 2015. 
 
Note: Total capacity for all facilities was 4,247 as of December 31, 2014.   
 
Source: Historical data 2010 – June 2015 is from the DCSO Jail Management System. Projected data 2015-
2019 is from Criminal Justice Planning.
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FIGURE 7 
DAVIDSON COUNTY CORRECTIONAL POPULATION 

HISTORICAL AND PROJECTED 
MALES 

2010 - 2019 
 

 
 
 

*Historical data goes through June 2015. 
 
Note: Total capacity for all facilities was 4,247 as of December 31, 2014.   
 
Source: Historical data 2010 – June 2015 is from the DCSO Jail Management System. Projected data 2015-
2019 is from Criminal Justice Planning.
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FIGURE 8 
DAVIDSON COUNTY CORRECTIONAL POPULATION 

HISTORICAL AND PROJECTED 
FEMALES 

2010 - 2019 
 
 

 
 

 
 
*Historical data goes through June 2015. 
 
Note: Total capacity for all facilities was 4,247 as of December 31, 2014.   
 
Source: Historical data 2010 – June 2015 is from the DCSO Jail Management System. Projected data 2015-
2019 is from Criminal Justice Planning.
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FIGURE 9 
DAVIDSON COUNTY CORRECTIONAL POPULATION 

HISTORICAL AND PROJECTED 
JUVENILES 
2010 - 2019 

 

 
 
 
*Historical data goes through June 2015. 
 
Notes: 
Juveniles are inmates less than 18 years of age who were bound over from Juvenile Court 
to the adult system and housed with the Davidson County Sheriff’s Office.  Juvenile 
detainees from the Juvenile Justice Center who were temporarily housed at Davidson 
County adult correctional facilities after the May 2010 flood are excluded from the data.  
 
**As of 7/1/2015 juveniles who have been adjudicated as adults will be housed with 
Juvenile Detention rather than DCSO. 
 
Source: Historical data 2010 – June 2015 is from the DCSO Jail Management System. Projected data 2015-
2019 is from Criminal Justice Planning.
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TABLE 10 
DAVIDSON COUNTY CORRECTIONAL POPULATION PROJECTIONS  

BY CHARGE CLASS 
2014 - 2019 
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FIGURE 10A 
DAVIDSON COUNTY CORRECTIONAL POPULATION PROJECTIONS  

BY CHARGE CLASS 
2010 – 2019 
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FIGURE 10B 
DAVIDSON COUNTY CORRECTIONAL POPULATION PROJECTIONS  

BY CHARGE CLASS 
2010 – 2019 
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FIGURE 10C 
DAVIDSON COUNTY CORRECTIONAL POPULATION PROJECTIONS  

BY CHARGE CLASS 
2010 – 2019 
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TABLE 11 
DAVIDSON COUNTY CORRECTIONAL POPULATION PROJECTIONS  

BY GENDER AND CHARGE CLASS 
2014 - 2019 
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APPENDIX 1 
DAVIDSON COUNTY DEMOGRAPHIC POPULATION PROJECTIONS 

POPULATION AT RISK FOR ARREST:  AGES 18-45 AND AGES 15-17 
2005 - 2019 
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APPENDIX 2 
PART I CRIMINAL OFFENSES  

REPORTED TO METROPOLITAN NASHVILLE POLICE DEPARTMENT 
2005 - 2014
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APPENDIX 3  
DAVIDSON COUNTY CORRECTIONAL SYSTEM 

HISTORICAL AND PROJECTED INMATE POPULATION 
2005-2019 

 
 

 


