
Jim was born in 1949 in Nashville, Tennessee, attended Una Elementary School, and graduated from 
Antioch High School in 1967. He is married to Carol, his wife of 36 years.  They have two children, Chris 
Sneed and Brad Gotto and one grandchild, Gunnar Sneed.  Jim, the fourth generation of Gottos to reside 
in Nashville, grew up in the Una Community in the house that his great-grandfather purchased around 
1860. 
  
In 1971, after graduating cum laude with an electrical engineering degree from Vanderbilt University, a 32 
year career with South Central Bell/BellSouth began which included many varied assignments.  These 
encompassed engineering, planning, marketing, depreciation studies, revenue/investment analysis 
studies, and Regulatory/Government Affairs.  In 2003 Jim retired from BellSouth to devote full time to 
church activities, community involvement, and the pursuit of the 12th District Seat on the Metropolitan 
Council of Nashville and Davidson County.  Jim served two terms on the Metro Council (2003-2011), four 
years on the Metro Planning Commission (2007-2011), and one term at the Tennessee House of 
Representatives (2010-2012). He is currently serving as a Shepherd at Madison Church of Christ, is a 
member of the Board of Directors for the Volunteer State Community College Foundation and is 
Chairman of the Board for the Pregnancy Care Center of Tennessee. 
  


