
Native Plant List for Green Infrastructure Design
TREES Drought Tolerant-Flood Tolerant Flower
Latin Name Common Name DT-FT Light Moisture Notes Color Height
Acer rubrum Red Maple DT-FT sun-shade dry-wet Fall color Red 50-70'
Acer saccharum Sugar Maple DT sun-pt shade moist Fall color 50-75'
Alnus serrulata Tag Alder sun-pt shade moist Yellow 10-20'
Ameleanchier canadensis Serviceberry DT sun-pt shade moist-wet Edible berries White 15-25'
Aesculus flava Yellow Buckeye FT sun-pt shade moist Yellow 60-80'
Asimina triloba Paw Paw FT sun-pt shade moist Edible fruits Marroon 15-30'
Betula nigra River Birch DT-FT sun-pt shade moist-wet Exfoliating bark 40-70'
Carpinus caroliniana Am. Hornbeam, Musclewood, Ironwood DT-FT sun-pt shade moist White 40-60'
Carya aquatica Water Hickory FT sun-pt. shade wet-moist 50'
Carya cordiformis Bitternut, Swamp Hickory FT sun-pt. shade wet-moist 50-75'
Cercus canadensis Redbud DT-FT sun-shade moist Pea-like flowers, seed pods Purple 20-30'
Chamaecyparis thyoides Atlantic White Cedar sun-pt. Shade wet-moist Evergreen 40-50'
Chionanthus virginicus Fringetree Ft sun-pt shade moist Panicled, fragrant flowers White 12-20'
Cladratis lutea Yellowwood DT sun dry-moist Fall color White 30-45'
Cornus florida Flowering Dogwood DT part shade mosit Red fruit, wildlife White 15-30'
Cornus foemina Swamp Dogwood sun-pt.shade wet-moist White 20-25'
Diospyros virgiana Persimmon FT sun moist Colonizing,Edible fruit on female 35-40'
Fraxinus pennsylvanica Green Ash DT-FT sun dry-wet Purple 50-60'
Ilex opaca American Holly DT-FT sun-pt shade moist Evergreen White 30-50'
Liquidambar styracifula Sweetgum DT-FT sun-pt shade dry-moist Spiny fruit 60-100'
Liriodendron tulipifera Tulip Poplar DT sun-pt shade moist TN State Tree Yellow 70-90'
Magnolia grandiflora Southern Magnolia sun-pt shade moist Evergreen White 30-100'
Magnolia virginiana Sweetbay Magnolia FT sun-pt shade moist-wet Evergreen White 10-60'
Nyssa aquatica Water Tupelo FT sun-pt shade moist 80-100'
Nyssa sylvatica var. biflora Swamp Tupelo DT-FT sun-pat shade moist 40-50'
Oxydendrum arboreum Ironwood sun-pt shade dry-moist Wildlife White 20-40'
Platanus occidentalis Sycamore DT-FT sun-pt shade moist White mottled bark 70-100'
Quercus bicolor Swamp White Oak DT sun-pt shade moist-wet Acorns 50-60'
Quercus shumardii Shumard Oak DT sun moist Acorns 40-60'
Quercus michauxii Swamp Chestnut Oak sun-pt shade moist Acorns 40'
Quercus nigra Water Oak FT sun-pt shade moist Acorns 70-80'
Quercus pagodafolia Cherrybark Oak sun-pt shade wet-moist Acorns 70-80'
Quercus texana (Q. nuttallii) Nuttall Oak FT sun-pt shade moist 65-100'
Rhamnus caroliniana Carolina Buckthorn sun moist Black fruit 15-30'
Salix nigra Black Willow FT sun-pt shade moist-wet White catkins Yellow 40-60'
Taxodium ascendens Pond Cypress DT-FT sun-pt shade wet-moist 50-80'
Taxodium distichum Bald Cypress DT-FT sun-pt shade wet-moist Knees 50-80'



SHRUBS
Aronia arbutifolia Red Chokeberry DT/FT sun-pt. shade dry-wet Red berries, wildlife White 6-12'
Aronia melanocarpa Black Chokeberry DT/FT sun-pt.shade moist White 3-5'
Buddleia davidii Butterfly Bush DT sun-pt sun dry-moist Non-native Blue 5'
Callicarpa americana American Beautyberry DT/FT sun-pt. shade dry-wet Showy purple fruit Lilac 4-6"
Cephalanthus occidentalis Button Bush FT sun-shade moist-wet Attracts wildlife White 6-12'
Clethra alnifolia Sweet Pepper Bush FT sun-pt. shade dry-moist Hummingbirds White 5-8'
Cornus amomum Silky Dogwood DT-FT sun-shade moist-wet Blue berries, wildlife White 6-12'
Cornus stolonifera Red Twig Dogwood DT sun-shade dry-wet Red stems, berries white 4-6'
Cornus sericea 'flaviramea' Yellow Twig Dogwood DT sun-shade dry-wet Yellow stems, berries white 4-6'
Corylus americana American Hazelnut DT sun-pt. shade dry-moist Edible nuts, wildlife Yellow 8-15'
Dirca palustris Leatherwood DT pt. shade-shade moist Pale Yellow 3-6'
Euonymus americana Hearts-a-burstin FT pt. shade-shade moist White 4-6'
Euonymus atropurpureus Eastern Wahoo FT pt. shade-shade moist Purple 12-15'
Foresteria ligustrina Swamp Privit FT sun-pt. shade moist 8-15'
Fothergilla gardeneii Dwaft Fothergilla DT-FT sun- pt. shade moist White 3-5'
Hamamelis vernalis Vernal Witchhaxel DTR sun-pt. shade moist Yellow-Red 6-10'
Hamamelis virginiana Witch-hazel DT sun-pt. shade dry-moist Winter bloom Yellow 10'
Hibiscus coccineus Red Hibiscus DT-FT Sun wet-moist Red 5-10'
Hibiscus laevis Halberdleaf Marsh Mallow FT Sun wet-moist Pink 3-6'
Hibiscus moscheutos Swamp Mallow FT sun moist-wet Cold-hardy White-Red 4-7'
Hydrangea arborescens Annabelle Hydrangea pt. shade-shade moist White 3-5'
Hydrangea quercifolia Oakleaf Hydrangea DT pt. shade-shade moist White 3-6'
Hypericum frondosum Goldern St. John's Wort DT sun-pt. shade dry-moist Semi-evergreen Yellow 2-3'
Hypericum prolificum Shrubby St. John's Wort DT sun-pt. shade dry-moist Semi-evergreen Yellow 3'
Ilex decidua Possumhaw Viburnum DT sun-pt. shade moist Red berries 15-20'
Ilex glabra Inkberry DT-FT sun-pt. shade moist-wet Evergreen 4-8'
Ilex verticillata Winterberry Holly FT sun-pt. shade moist-wet Red berries 10'
Itea virginica Virginia Sweetspire DT/FT sun-shade moist-wet Fall color White 4-8'
Lindera benzoin Spicebush DT-FT pt. shade-shade moist-wet Butterflies, wildlife Yellow 6-12'
Physocarpus opulifolius Ninebark FT sun-pt shade moist Pink- White 5-10'
Rhododendron arborescens Sweet Azalea DT pt shade- shade moist White-Pink 8-20'
Rhododendron viscosum Swamp Azalea FT pt shade- shade moist White 3-8'
Rosa palustris Swamp Rose FT sun-pt shade moist Drk Pink 6-7'
Spirea latifolia Meadowsweet DT sun-pt shade moist Butterflies Rose Purple 2-4'
Spirea tomentosa Hardhack/Steeplebush FT sun-pt shade moist Rose Pink 4'
Viburnum dentatum Arrowwood Viburnum FT sun-shade dry-wet Wildlife White 6-8'
Viburnum nudum Possumhaw Viburnum DT-FT sun-pt shade moist White 6'
Viburnum rufidulum Blackhaw Viburnum DT sun-pt shade dry-moist Wildlife White 10-15'
Xanthorhiza simplicissima Yellowroot DT pt shade- shade mosit 3-4'



HERBACOUS
Wet Zone Full Sun unless noted

Latin name Common name Notes Color Height
Asclepias incarnata Marsh milkweed moist-wet Pink 3-4'
Aster novae-angliae New England aster moist-wet Blue 2-5'
Caltha palustris Marsh Marigold wet-moist Yellow 1-2'
Chelone glabra White Turtlehead wet-moist White 2-3'
Chelone lyonii Pink Turtlehead wet-moist Pink 2-3'
Eupatorium perfoliatum Boneset moist-wet White 3-5'
Eupatorium purpureum Sweet Joe-Pye weed moist-wet Purple 3-6'
Helianthus angustifolius Swamp Sunflower wet-moist Yellow 5-8'
Iris fulva Copper Iris wet-moist Reddish Brown2-4'
Iris versicolor Blue Flag Iris Sun to part shade wet-moist Blue 1-3'
Iris virginica Southern Blue Flag Iris Sun to part shade wet-moist Violet 2-4'
Liatris spicata Dense blazingstar moist-wet purple 1.5'
Monarda didyma Bee balm moist-wet red 3'
Penstemon digitalis Smooth white beardtongue moist-wet White 2-3'
Pontederia cordata Pickerell Weed Sun to part shade wet-moist Blue 2'
Solidago rugosa Rough-leaved goldenrod moist-wet Yellow 1-6'
Veronacastrum virginicum Culver's root moist-wet White 3-6'
Veronia noveboracensis Tall ironweed moist-wet Purple 3-4'

Mesic Zone 
Asclepias purpurescens Purple milkweed moist Purple 3'
Asclepias verdis Green milkweed moist Green 2'
Asclepias verticillata Whorled milkweed moist White 2.5'
Aster laevis Smooth aster moist Blue 2-4'
Aster novae angliae New England Aster moist Purple 3-6'
Coreopsis tripteris Tall Coreopsis moist Yellow 3-6'
Dodecatheon meadia Shooting Star Sun to part shade moist White 0.5-1'
Echinacea purpurea Purple coneflower Sun to part shade moist Purple 3-4'
Eupatorium coelestinum Mistflower Sun to part shade moist Lavender Blue 2-3'
Eupatorium dubium Three-nerved Joe-Pye Weed Sun to part shade moist Pink 3-4'
Eupatorium fistulosum Joe-Pye Weed Sun to part shade moist Pink-Lavender 5-9'
Eupatorium maculatum Spotted Joe-Pye Weed Sun to part shade moist Pink-Purple 2-7'
Eupatorium rugosum Snakeroot Sun to part shade moist White 304'
Hymenocallis occidentalis Spider Lily sun-pt shade moist White 2-2.5'
Lysimachia ciliata Fringe Loosestrife Sun to part shade moist Yellow 1-3'
Marshalia grandiflors Barbara's Buttons Sun to part shade moist Pink 1-2'
Monarda fistulosa Wild bergamot moist Purple 1-3'
Oenethera fruticosa Sundrops moist Yellow
Penstemon smallii Beardtongue moist Purple 1-2'
Phlox maculata Meadow Phlox Sun to part shade moist Purple 2-4'
Phlox paniculata Garden phlox Sun to part shade moist Pink 2-4'



Phlox pilosa Prairie Phlox Sun to part shade moist Pink 1'
Pycnanthemum tenuifolium Slender mountain mint moist White 1.5-2.5'
Ratibida pinata Gray-headed coneflower moist Yellow 5-Feb
Rhexia virginica Virgina Meadow Beauty Sun to part shade moist Rose-Lavender0.5-1.5'
Rudbeckia laciniata Green-headed Coneflower Sun to part shade moist Yellow 5-8'
Rudbeckia triloba Brown-Eyed Susan moist Gold 2-3'
Solidago patula Rough-Leaf Goldenrod Sun to part shade moist Yellow 2-5'
Verbena hastata Blue Vernain Sun to part shade moist Purple Blue 4'
Vernonia gigntia Ironweed Sun to part shade moist Purple 6'

Dry Zone 
Asclepias syriaca Common milkweed dry-moist Orange 2-5'
Asclepias tuberosa Butterfly milkweed dry-moist Orange 2
Aster sericeus Silky aster dry-moist Purple 1-2'
Chamaecrista fasciculata Partridge pea dry-moist Yellow 1-2'
Conoclinium coelestinum Mist flower dry-moist Blue 1-2'
Coreopsis lanceolata Lance-leaf coreopsis dry-moist Yellow 6-8'
Echinacea pallida Pale purple coneflower dry-moist Purple 2-3'
Liatris aspera Rough blazingstar dry-moist Purple 2-5'
Liatris squarrulosa Southern blazingstar dry-moist Purple 2-6'
Penstemon hirsutus Hairy beardtongue dry-moist White 1-3'
Rudbeckia hirta Black-eyed Susan dry-moist Yellow 3
Salvia lyrata Lyre-leaf sage dry-moist Purple 1-2'
Solidago caesia Woodland goldenrod pt. shade-shade dry Yellow 1-3'
Solidago nemoralis Gray goldenrod dry-moist Yellow 2'

SHADE ZONE
Aquilegia canadensis Wild Columbine pt. shade-shade moist Pink 1-2.5'
Arisaema triphyllum Jack-in-the-pulpit pt. shade-shade moist Green 1-3'
Ariseama dricontium Green dragon pt. shade-shade moist Red fruit Green 1-3'
Asarum canadense Wild ginger pt. shade-shade moist Red-brown .5-1'
Aster cordifolius Blue wood aster pt. shade-shade moist Blue 1-3'
Aster divaricatus White wood aster pt. shade-shade moist White 1-3'
Athyrium filix-femina Lady Fern pt. shade-shade moist 2-3'
Geranium maculatum Wild geranium pt. shade-shade moist Pink 1-3'
Iris cristata Crested Iris Sun- pt shade wet-moist Blue 0.5'
Lobelia cardinalis Cardnial Flower Sun- pt shade wet-moist Red 1-4'
Lobelia siphilicata Great Blue Lobelia Sun- pt shade wet-moist Blue 1-4'
Mertensia virginica Virginia bluebells pt. shade-shade moist Pink to Blue 0.5-1.5'
Osmunda cinnamomea Cinnamon Fern pt. shade-shade moist-wet Riparian 4'
Osmunda regalia Royal Fern pt. shade-shade moist 2-5'
Phlox divaricata Blue phlox pt. shade-shade moist Blue .5-1'
Podophyllum peltatum May apple pt. shade-shade moist Red Fruit White 1-1,5'
Polemonium reptens Jacob's Ladder pt. shade-shade moist Blue 1-1.5'
Polystichum acrostichoides Christmas fern pt. shade-shade moist 1-3'
Solidago caesia Woodland goldenrod pt. shade-shade dry Yellow 1-3'



Spigelia marylandica Indian Pink pt. shade-shade moist Red w/yellow 1-2'
Stylophorum diphyllum Wood poppy pt. shade-shade moist Yellow 1'
Tiarellia cordifolia Foam Flower pt. shade-shade moist White 1'
Tradescantia virginiana Spiderwort pt. shade-shade moist Purple-blue 1-2'

GRASSES & SEDGES
Andropogon gerardii Big Blue Stem Sun-part shade moist 4-8'
Andropogon glomeratus Bushy Blue Stem Sun-part shade wet-moist 3-4'
Arundinaria gigantea Giant Native Cane Sun-part shade wet-moist 4-20'
Carex muskingumensis Palm Sedge pt. shade-shade wet-moist 3'
Carex stricta Tussock Sedge pt. shade-shade moist 2-3'
Chasmanthium latifolium River Oats pt. shade-shade moist 2-4'
Equisetum hyemale Horsetail Sun-part shade moist-wet Invasive 3-4'
Juncus effusus Common Rush Sun moist-wet 4'
Scirpus cyperinus Woolgrass Sun wet 3-5'
Spartina bakeri Cordgrass Sun-part shade wet 5'

VINES
Aristolochia tomentosa Pipe Vine pt. shade-shade moist Purple-brown 20-30'
Clematis virginiana Virgin's Bower Sun-part shade moist White 12-15'
Decumaria barbara Climbing Hudrangea pt. shade-shade moist White 10-20'
For most herbacous plantings- recommend plugs or 4"pots on 18" o.c. spacing
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