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BRIEF HISTORY OF NASHVILLE'S AFRICAN AMERICAN COMMUNITY

African Americans are Mashville's largest ethnic community, approximately one fourth of the
city's total population,

The history of this commnumty beguon m 1748 when blacks scoompanied white explorers inmo
thie Midelle Tewressee area In 1779, 4 black man was AN e ;'1Er.]|I msen who came u‘il:|1_|:|u15¢5
Boberson from the Wannga setdement i Morth Caroling o stake a elaim o the land on the Comberdand
Biver bluffs. Seversl black Ganilbes were also among, the Daselson-party arrovinng ac the new settdement by
tlazhwat ins ehe spring of | 70,

Feweof thie names of these carly pioncers survive, Mnstcanse as shwes o five and vk side
by side wath white bettlers. Local historic haotse museoms like The Flermitage, Trvellers Best, and Belle
fedeade Mansion have begun 1o research, reconstrget, and exkobit the hastocy of the black fimiles and
swerkices wha Fved on these large plansuons.

Fifteen to wenty percent al the exriest black sertlers were e persone. Linnl 1835, r|'||-'5.'
comibd wore Inall clections.

Free hlacks owmed property, aperated hack stands, barbershops, and rooming houses. Foberr
(" Black Bob™) Renfrorana tivern on the public sguare which wis frequenced by Andeew [ackson, Sars
E_-_;.r.:l_| oz anice cream parlor on Fitth Avenue, Borth, aned catered the cigy's anmual firemen’s
celehrtions,

Fheeenter af Mashville’s free black populaton was yust norch of Cedar (noss Charfome )
SH‘L‘L:{ it the -slud'w.- r.'d-'r.a.PHl:[ Hill. Bereven 1833 and 1856, free blacks conducted schoolks for black
chinlefsry i heighboreed,

: I.}Llfirlg the Civil War and e Federal occupatoi of Mashville (1862-05), the promise of
frecdom mmaered cver cight thausand new blacks into v, wipling Masheile's black population toover
owelve thimsand. - Thosands of black men jomed the Union Army and served in combar. Soane two
thousand Bheks hielped bald Forn Megey, Mashlle's largest Limon Army fomficanon. The black men
il worrien wise died tn battles across Tennesses were hared in the Mational © “emetery here

After the war, Mashville was the center of Tennessee's cnal nights movement, Local African
Arniericas feaders aganized the Seate Colored Men's Conventions dnd the Tennessee Chapter of the Equal
Rapits Leéaqmeeto work: for citkzenship for formes slaves and the right o vote, granted tomen in 1867,

The first black mam was elecred o the MNashville cing counetl in 1863, e firse black to the
Tennetise Goreral Assembly i 1872, Uneld the lace 18805 and the beginning of Jim Crew legislation,
dercrsaf blacks held elective office m Mashville and Tradsen Counry, James C. Napicr, 2 prominent
black Lwyer, city cowncilman, and anti-segregationist, was sppoinied Begistrar of the U5, Treasary n 1911
under President Howard Taft.

[Pumisg Reconscructson, Mashwille's African Amencan commupniny grow dramasically,
rl::l.f‘]l:llg fm‘lg. percriit af e nestal p:lj'\l.ﬂnlil:lll i:’p 190, Mashville devels |Fu.'d i r|.'|:||.|t.a|:i|:m x the hlark Arheis
of the South because of the number of educational institutions establishod for Adrican Americans bere



BERIEF HISTORY - comtinued

James C. Mapinr

The Jekilss Singsrs, October &, 1ET1

Blacks and northern masstonarics starmed e ct:-"e-g."s: Fisk Ulnaversiry 1867, Roger Willams Lniversiny
C1R6) Cemtral Tennesses Colkgre, later Walden University, (1867), and Tennessee Mamial Labor University
{1867). Meharmy Meodicat College began as-a deparoment ol Walden Unrverssty in 1676, amd Tennessee Stae
University as Tenneses Amiculiral and Tnshusgrial Sie Mommal Schoal in 1912

Hy the wam of the cenmary, there wene dozens of ack-cowned businesses, including iron dealers
aml the Lowery and MeGavock Shos M.‘lnul::'ll.':nrlng Company. Hefors 1520, maost hlack businesses were
Tncated aloagr Clharkome Avenue betoeen Fourth and Tenth avenues, Morth. Hy the end of Woeld S 11
Jeffersun Strees, near the prosperows subutbs of Fisk Lniversity and Meharry Medical College; bocame the
new commereal cefier.

The number of African American diarches also grew rapidly afier the Givil War and have been
a munstary of the black commurnty thaoughous the rwenmieth ceniwry, In 1925, the Mashrille Colored
Dhrecteny lited 88 blick chnrelses: Today dere are closs o 250, some of which trace their hiswory o before
tle Civil War, In the 19680, when the Civil Rights movement rcked the tanon, it was local ministers, a5 well
a5 educators, whe i:ll'ﬁl.ﬂimt rme::hll:, nomviolent sit-in demonstrations which sereed as a mande| fir other
sirmilar demonstrations throughout che South.

From the hcpnmng ul” Mashwille"s history, Affican Armericins hare contributed oihe
instititions and raditions for which the city is justh recogritzed — edication, business, religion,
podicics and mnsic

Tha Origianl “Hashvills Sound™

The ariginal “Mashville Sownd” had s soots inthe black communiry. The tradition began with Fisk
Umiversing’s Jubilee Singers, whose worlthwicde singing o saved the university from financial collapse in the
16705 and gave Maslrville a natonal and mternatonal reptacion a2 ceneer for black relipous musie. In the
early pwenmeth century, the now Faimdaus Faefield Four {1921 mored the United Senes and maintined a
decadie-tong radio spot on Mashville’s desr-channed radio smtion WLAC, Oter performers and groups
Jislliowed — the Firessde Singers, |, Robers Bradles, The Vobtes af Nashwille, and inday’s Bobby Jones and the
Mew Life angers,

T the realm of country music, “Harmonica Wizard” Deford Hasley played a rode in the naming
af the Girand Ole Opry in 1926 Hailey's rendition of *Pan American Blues" opened the now legendary WM
Barn Dance program which fotkewed an hoor of symphonic musse and inspired snnooncer Geonge Hay o
mroduce the rdiclly dilfercrt misie program as “the Grand Ole Opry.” Bailey's conmbusions to counery
music are represented i the Country Music Hall ot Fame.

Tazz, rloythm and blues, and sonl musicmusicins poned Mashoalls's black musse scene in the
1950k throagh the T Might elishs on Jefferon Srect feamned some of the Botest populie nasie aces (o
eonntry — Lirthe Richard, Muddy Waters: Ray Chares,and Samb Vangthnas well 25 local frvorites Cecil Gant
amd The Prsmaires Mashville's Excello records becarme obe of the mostsuceesstul thythm and bl labels
i Al

Tl sarcmg roots of Mashville's black music heritage connnue today o produce gfted
performers in afl forms of music




Maorris Memerial Beilding (19X4)
McHlissazck and McKilssack Archifecis

Heiale bey thie Manonal I"u|'-|:-.r Coormvenoon, L1 54 Inc, the Maorris Memiored i‘il||||,||1p'_l 1904 s
afvecrimple of the sz wark o MrKiseack and Melsack foow MeBmack & Mokisack &
Tl

Asnerican

wanppson, the firstarchiecomal e in she Drmieed Seates orginized and seatfed by African

architects and drafismen. The building’s neoclasical design s seylistically ropacal of i
v wrth refimed and well=executed deesil an the inderior and exterior of thie ll'.||I|||1|;-T- Pk thie
archivecmral frm and Clitizens Bank lud offices i tyis buildang ag obe sme.

The MeKisack rm:nlh."'u nrubvenecnt wath the l1|.||||:||'.|__s: Inastnsess beam over a cemmimy
ago-wath Maoses MeKissack, & freed slive who beoame a muisan 2
Binses McBosack L1, came o MNashlls from Pulaski, Tenmess

nd contractor. His grandson,

i TR amed began po acheernise
asam archisect im 1™F, Tn 1922, Calvin McEi=sack, after Pracricimg in Drallas, Toxas, simee 1912,
poatred his brother Moses to foomn the arclutecearal Bom, whach i sall i family hands. The
MckKizacks alsn desygried the € weurpe [ubhard [Floase (193N (see Hiwbhard Howse), the € “amegie
Library (1) on the Fisk Linineersiey Campus. several pablic schools in Mabville, and selected
bulldings ot Tennessew Stawe Univessin's commes

Mortheast corner of Deaderick Street and Fourth Avenue, Morth, in downetown Mashyille

HMational Baptis? Publishing Board [1894)

The Mational Bapsist |'-.|I|i|n."||||pI Feoard was establishicd o 189G by the Reverend Richard e y
Bowyd { 1B423-1922], a founder of Citizens Bank and Secrceary of the Hiome Musion Board of the
"'wh_l;lu P atiomal Bapcisr Convenoon. Borr 2 slave in 1E43 ."‘iu!,nl Eonaghi e the Civil War, becams

an ordaitied ninstet, and tnosed b MNaslwalle o Tesss b 189% 60 foand the publiskong boatd
Tle purporse of thie boarnd was m pllhl:fi'u dendamimatonmsl Beeracore nek

1t e the Adrican American
uapericnee for the Pegro Mational Bapeig Comvention's moember chorches.
T equip his new busness, Boyd contracted with a white man to bad for
prEnrng presses becanse BEETEEATION lewes pr.'.l'ul"n'-_'rl blacks from CTEAZINE N sich
anactivaty. The board was orfgenally bocated gt 523 Second Avenue, Morth, and
||||i.. hh_.- i mie

ave 0 the largess business enterprises awned and operated by
hlacks m the United Stages. St in fGoly hands, tee Mational Bapeise Pablishage
Board produces over foureen million books and penodicals 2 year, sorme: on
seeailar Rapcy b wiell The buard consruotied and moved 1oins cammes ':'II.||.1|'I!:

m [974, Both the corporate and printing operations ane lacated at this st

6717 Centennial Boulevard




Cihrizens Bank (19048)

Iy 15004, ehe One Cenit Savings Bank, now Chtdzens Bank,
hecame the first minority-owned bank i Tennesee. Only one
vehier harik, & branch of the Freedmans Savings and Trosg
Company Bank {1863} based in Wishingron, DLC. led been
operated for the Atncan Amencan commilniey in Maslnalle since
the Conl War, Mow dhe obidest Lillllllllll.lr.l‘.ih' OPErIENLE Mnriy-
anwmed hank in e United Seates, Citizens Bank was founded by
distingmished commumity keaders. including Jamies O Mageer,
Fevercd Riclard [y Boyd, and Preswn Taylor, The hank
first ppened in Mapier's b office ac 411 Morh Cherry Street
{now Fourth Avemne, Morth) near other businesses which seraed
Pashwille's hlack papnlation

In 1922 Cinzetis Bank tekscated o the former Pruancan
Hotel, home of the Codored YMOA and other bisck-oamed
apencies, on the soathwest cormer of Charkame aid Fourdh
averes, When other local banks failed during the {ancar
Diepression, Cinzens Bank survived throtjgh conseratve lending
policies aind by encovraging systematie civimges, Tl bank
mwved o the Mormis Memeoral Bublding in 1974, and a0 T9E3,

g ies present hadlding on the former site of the Doncan Hiocel

401 Charlotte Avenue in downtown Nashville

Bager Willlams Uni

Site of Roger Willlams University
{1aaa)

Roger Williams Universiny, one of four colleges founded in
Maskmville for freed shives, begancin 18564 as Bible classes in the
Teonse of {ankl W |"|||l|1|_'-=.a white Hapuist minsstgr from
Massachnsens, T 1866, the “Bapast College.” which met for
some tme 0 the hpsement of Firss Colored Bapost Chinech, was
resamed the Mashville BMormal wsd Theobogieal Tnstituee. The
school was funded by the Amcerican Bapost Flome Mission
Sociery of Mew York, its poal was to prepars ministers and
teschers. The MNashville Mormal aod Theological Instine
|-|p¢-|.|||_-|J i."'Til,'”:' from mem north Masheille sites betiore 1.|'|:rl1ng o
thirey acres of land on 1 ilksbors Road in 1574, wihers Peabocy
College of Vanderbile Ulnreersiey stands today, The schiool grew
and expanded ancd, o B3, was incorporated as Bocer Williams
Lniversiy

Adter the tum of the centory, the suburhanization of
Wt Mashville, spurmed by the development of Centenmial Park
and the advent of chermmc sreetcars, prompred realoors o amemg
1o by thie band osowinch Rogee Walliams stood. [ Januany
155, Ceneenmal Flall, a rr|.1j-::-'r I."I.II.IIJ.!I1!.:. s burned |‘|:. a firc of
imbasewen angan: @ secand building burned in May, The school
wras Boreed 1o close, and the-Armencan Bapist Homwe Misionars
Sociery sold the land o realeors snd George Peabody College,

Backed by the Nc—g:'c'- anri!q Aesncition of
Tenisessce, I_Eugg'r Williams |1'r_u:'||.'1|-.-1! w1 o S hirees Creek
Pikewith irs first hlack president. In 19249, the school merged
with Howae Institate of Memphis {LeMeoyvne- Onwen College).
Thee Whites Creck Can 1piis 15 lum‘-:xf‘upiq:ﬂ b the American
Baptise Callenr.

Pﬂ.‘h}d}' ('.-lm'lpu.-l of Vanderbilt Un:iwrs'll.].- o Xt
Avenne, South




TEU Adminiviration
Building

Tonnessee State University (191 2)

In 1904, the Tennessee begislunre anthorued a eacher g
insseituticon for each grand division ol the state and one for
Tennewmee's 472,987 “colored peaple.” Black Mashvillians lobbied
hard for placement of the new stiee nermal scheol in MNashoalle; and
I 1912 de Tennesics Agriculoral and Industrial Sate Noemal
Sehenl opened wswmmer session smidenes on part of the old
Hadley Plantation ewo miles west of Fisk Universiny. William |
Halbe weas :.pp-mmm.‘l bead of the smew achiool which was :sd'ﬁciaLIy.-
designated o college in 1922,

Druring the 1920s and 3, Fabe acquired momeroazs
public and privare grants o expand the campos and develop the
educational corriculum. Flarmed Hall {1927}, named foe
Tennessee's first commussioner of education, the old lbrary (1927,
aiel the Wamen's Bmlding (James E. Elliot Building 1931} are
amcsng; the aldest brilding o the campus,

After several name changes, the school becanye Tennesses
Siate University in 1969, The institubon’s gradiaes include noted
scicnties, callege presidents, a LS, Congressman, elected public
aifficials, and other professionals. TS s women's track cosch
Edward Temple, has produced more Ohinpic medal — gold, siter,
amud bronze — winmers than any other unmversity coach.

3500 John AL Merritt Boulevard

[k LSIveierey, Kb VilLLE
Fisk University [(TB&&6])

Foumnded by the Ameren Mesonany Assocation and the Westem
Freedman's Aid Commission, Fisk Linversity hegan in 1566 a5 the
Fisk Schook, a e schoo] for Blacks tn Mastoalle, [obikee Hall,
completed in [873, was the first permanent butldng erecred for
'Il'H'- i1|g|1|:q' udumtmn of Afrecarn .Fl.lrrerln!m at thee U riited Siates.
Money for s construcoon was rased by the Jubiles Singers whiose
swarldwide singing tours brought them international scelam. A
praitrait of the oFigied snging moup by Queen Vicusias court
painter hangs imside Jubitee Hall. The baildioa is o Nagional
IHiseore Landmark

Alss on the campas is the Carl Van Vechten Art Gallery,
narmed for the Mew York music critic, an collecor, and
photogripher who inspired the 1949 donanon of the Seeaglic:
Collection bothee wwversity by Allred Steigliee’s widow Geargia
O Keeffe, The collectinn moludes organal works by Cesane,
Picasso, Rener, and O Keefte, ameng others. Also m the gallery's
collecton are painrings by Harlem Benassance arte Aaron
Pmaglass, who headed the Fek Ant Department for many years.

10 Seventeenth Avenue, Morth, between Charlotte Pilke
and Jefferson Strect



Meharry Medical Callege (1BT &)

tbe harry Mudieal College was the first medical educanion
program esablshed far Alrican Americans in the Unieed Svabes
and i e the counry's largest private msnmnon for the
raitiing of Bkl health care prafissionals. Cinganized m 1576 2
the medical deparrment of Central Tennessve Coflegs (luer
Wabdein Universieg), Meharry was amed for the Braily that
gave liberally wawards i financisl support. T 190, e e
wwaas changed w Midarry Medical Collepe of Walden Liniversry,
anl I 1915 7 separae charter v gramed to Mieharny by the
Stape of Tennesses,

I 1531, bawingg cnatgrosen it old plant at Firsc Avenue,
Sy, and Chestrat Streee, Melsrry naoved o northaest
Pashiville near Fisk Unaversie, The raventy-six-scere Maorth
sashville campis includes forer schesls: Medscine, Dentsery,
Ciradizie Stdies and Allied Fleatth Professions. Huhbard
Hoegital — dlecficaned w Georpe Hublurd (see Hubbard
Hietisei—is the primary chinscl caching fcilie G the college,

1015 DB, Todd Boulevard

cameran-Trimble Helghborhood
(1a60s)

Cammeron-Trimble is the oldese simdvitg Afican American
neighborbood in Mashwille. The name Trimble sames from the
et of the plamtation omce sitated here anid on which the
Calared Troops of the Amay of the Curnlerlnd began thew
[Mecerber T8 srtack on General Hood's Confederats Army
erewsgs i the Chdl Woar Beatebe o Mushille,

Central Tenneasee College {1RBA), Taer Walden
LUimiversity, located here in 1869700 the corter it Firat Aweime.
Cotihy, and Cleestring Sarecr, The presence af Walden Liniversity
and the Meharry Medic! Deparmient drew professors, stadeats,
dietors, and merses po setdle in the area, Other schools and
chinrehes followed. Becase of fimancial problems, Walden was
farcrel o chone i the S 1930 Mehirry noved closer i Fisk
iy v Evrest Plashlle i 1931,

O intetess o the visitor today are Hubband Flose and
thie Seay-Fluilbard United Mehodis Church bkt with some oF
the Bricks fron the original Waldes University Anditorizm
wiich stood neat doar.

The Cameton-Trimble asighborbood i located in South
Miishvilke boanded roughly by Fourth Avenue, South,
Lafayette Strect, and ihe milroad tracks near Brown's
Crock.

A comsran-Trimbie teduy. Flesi Bapilel Chursh, Capital WL, o=, 'I-lnl-l"



Hubbard Howse [(19320])

The Geomee W, Flihbuard home was bkt fen 1520 Lar Crr, [ Tubhard when he retired
as president of Meharry Medical College. A Mew Hampshire natve aned whice
misssenary, [r, Hubhard gradvated from the medical department of Vanderbil
Universicy and mngh in Mashille's African American schools after the Civil War,
In 1876, the Freedman's Aid Societe of the Methodiss Epeeopal Church asked
Hubtard to orgries 4 medical deparment in Ceneral Tennessee Callege
Meharry Medical Prepartment was thee first medical schoo! established in the
Uririted Seates for the echseation ol black physicians. Hubhard served as dean of
Meharry froan PTG B921,

[h":l;.'.l’lx‘-‘l by bdases Wl Kissack TIT, Thishband Hose ds a fnurssguare,
Crobomial Tevival style home; it i dee st vestige of what was the ariginal Melarry
campis, Thie house i5 nosw the properny of the Seay-t lubbard Lnzed Methodise
Clhareh and is lisied on dse Marional Regater of Fistoric Places,

110 First Avenue, South, off Lafayette

Site of First Daptist Church,
Capital HII {1eg95-1971)

Fuormerly located at this site was Firss Baprist
Clhurech, Capital Hill. The chusch was ane of
thiree descendants of First Cobored Baptiz
Church, established i 1844 as 2 mission of the
wiite First Baptist Charch and ed by Nelson
Metry, Mashralle's first ordained Black mimiseer.
Frrst Baptist Chuech, Capiol Hall, was one of six
black churchies which swod in this area before the
Capiiol Hill Redevelopmemt Plan of the 1950
Al were fonanded i the nineteendh cenmry and
claamied the city's most prosnent African
Asrierican business and professiomal Bmlies.
Puning the 1960, First Baptiss Church,
Cagaral Fill, the !.ls-l'.rl'!l'l:llll:li:llﬁ chirch in the area,
served a5 a hesdquaners of the Nashville si-in
IEVEITICnt, Strategy sessions, pon-vialence
mkﬁhn’n, s Mg, and vicoory
celebrations wiere held hese. First Baprist's pastor,
the Reverend Kelly Miller Smeith, Sr., was a
naticsmally-respected leader of the movement,
The well-disciplined Mashwlle sie-ins served a5.a
model foe civil rights demonstrations throughout
the South. The present church i bocated juse
below Capital Hill ar 933 fames Robertson
Parkeoay.

Southwest corner of Charlotte Avenue and
Eighth Aveniue, Maorth




Gresnwood Comatary (1888)
Moeunl Araral Cametery (1889}

Grecnwond Cermetery was extablehed in 1898 by Preston Taylor, mirster and
founder of the Lea Avennie Chrisgian Chaerch, founder of Greemwesod Park, and
o of the founders of Citzens Bank. Taylor was also an undertaker whie '!:IP-L'I:IL'IJ.
the first black undertaking business m Mashwville and operaned o casket ficoory.
Orurstanding Mastvillians buried in Greemwood Cemetery imchide Tayloe and
leis ks three oriinal Fisk Jubiles Singers; Deford Baibey, the first black Grand
e Opry performer: TSL coach |ohn Merrin, and civil righes leader Kelly
Milles Bmithy, Jr.

Locared nearky, Monnr Arrat Cemetery {1859 was Mashvilie's furst
black cerneery, Because of bt perperual care, the cemeeery suffered from
neghect for many years. In 1982, it was acquired by Groenwood Cemetery,
restored, and renamed Greenwood Cemetery Wese One of the leadees buried
here & Tir. Robert Fulton Besd, a black |'||1\_."=:|r|_|:r|. and gradwae of Meluiery
Miecics] College wiho ran for mayer and helped foand te Bagonal Medical
Awspeiation, i natonal ssociiion for black plysicians,

Greenwood Cemetery s located at the corner of Elm Hill Pike and
3 Larwe. Mr Ararat is located in the 800 block of Elm Hill Pike,

Eite of Greenwood Park (1906)

T 1906, Presson Taylor eseablished Greemwaood Park adjacent
Greenwood Cemetery, The privately-oumed park opened at 2
ehinie when Afican Ammerican citieens werg nos permitied in
pubdic parks.

Encompassimi abmuse forry acres of open kusd,
Creenwood Park incladed a club hosse dsearer, shlti:l:lp; ik,
rolker coaster, shootion Eallery, mesry-greround, and basehall
park (home of the Greepwood Giants). Talor alss maintsed o
erack and sesbles st the park for the aiial Colored State
Fair wiliich broughn 14000 blacks to the park-on a
single day. Visienrs maveled by hore-drawn
trams, “Mlessrre Cans,” and lager by serestesr o
the largs amuseiment park, five miles out
Leshamon Boac A las deach o 193 |.-rﬂ'!|'|I.II

left Cireenvond Park 1w the Matsonal
Christtan Musiotary Convention which
thiwed and sold it abone 7545

Northwest cormer of Elm Hill Pike
and Spence Lane adjacest to
Greenwood Cemetery

Presten Toylor



Fart Hegley (1T263)

Located on St Clood Hill, Fort Megley was pan ol a chain of Llnksi Asiy
forrificamons surraumding Mashville during its Civil War occoparion by
Federal moops [ 1B62-65). Two thowsand fres blagks recruited by Linton
troogs under the dirsction of General James Megley lelped build the fart,
Masiwille’s birpest and muost important Unbon Armny forification, The
vetagonal fort measuned S0 feer by 30 feet and was consmrucied of sone,
logss, earth, and rathweay iesin. On 13 Decernber 1864, the puns-of Fore
Mezley opened the decisive Bade of Mastalle.

Adter the war, the fortwas abandoned and some of the sones
were wwsed i build che Eighth Avenise Reservair. T thie 1930, Fort
Meidey was partalty reconstrucied by the Works Progress Adminissranon,
A road was buily circlimg che bill and & parking bot constrocted. The
project was not complensd, and soday the remains of this construcgon have
greatly dewenoraed. For Megley is fsted on the Manonal Register of
Flistaric Places

Corner of Ridiey Boulevard and Chestnut Avenue off Eighth
Avenue, Souih

Hadley Park (1921 2)

Eseablished i 1912, Hadley Park is thotsgdin v be the
first puiblic park for African American citzens in the
United Seaves, The thirty-four-acre park stands on pant
o the amtebel o plantation of John L. Hadley. 2 whice
slave—wwmer commined o helpang pos-C Sivil War freed
s and wormen Jl.'l_]l.1.‘it o thveir mewy Sermes. AR [.'I{ilk'}n"!i
imvitarion, Frederick Pronpglas spoke to former slaves in
1873 from the parch of the Hadley house which stood
ik this park unril 1998, Tennessee State Univerdicy
stands on ancther porson of the Hadley Band

Dhnrimg the 1930, the Wotks Progress
Aclministration bail the Fladley Park entrance gates, and
this MeKassack and Mekissack archatectiral firm
designed the 1952 comnstiniey eediber atad swisnming
pool. Today edley Park also affcrs Tl digmds,
tennis courts, pienic shelters, a playgreand. and summer
eamceris,

28th Avenmne, North, and Centennial Boalevard

FParl Hagley Inm an 1863 drawing.



Site of WIill Edmondson’'s Homs

Fovemes pan 1 thiee v with seme ald piecesof seone, when
B lwsard o varice telbog e o pick op sy ook s sk o wark
an wombsione, 1 locked igr im e skyand right there in rthe
tiusnn day bighs He huamg 2 tombstone o for me o make.

By in Eravidiean Commpy about 1883 of former
slave parenis, Will Edmeasdson worked asa saibeoad jnd
hrospital liborer unsl 1931, when he begin o produce
primitive limestone canange. A deeply religious han,
Edrmumdson believed diat he was called by Cood o carvie
stomes and, withous fermal mamng, began carving firse
samiple mombsiones and laser primitive animals, angel,
Biblecal characrers, and cven celebrites such as Elanor
Roosevelr,

Lomiise Drahl-Woife's photouraphs of Edmparsdeon's
warrk far Harper's Bazaar Jed 1o 1937 exchubig ar the
Museurn of Modern Artin. Mew York: Edmondson was die
first black arter we b honosed witlya ong-man exhibic ac this
LR EC IR N

Sl Edmioadson dige in 1951 and Bbuned in
Mot NJJILCL"ITII'-“EI'}'- Emmpﬂ-rs of his work can be seen
arthe Clhieekwood Fise Arts Ceter on Forest Park Dilve i
sonathsst B ashvillic.

Site of Millia Hala Hespital [(1216) Murrell School now stands on this site ot 1450

e Fourteenth Avenoe, Sonth,
Om fuly 1, B, Millie Essie Gilson Hale opened a

twelve-hed lospital st 323 Seventh Avenve. Moeth,
provide medical care for bladk poople wins could not
afford g elsewhere. A remsrered norse, Mrs: Hale
w3 prradoaee of Fisk Unoversing and the Gradiare
Schocd for Murses in Mew York Cite, Fler hushand.
Jakiin Hemie Male, was a physkeian and professor st
Meharry Medical Callege.

Fhale serverd a5 marse ansd spermiendent of
the Millie Hale Flospial which grew m sevenmy-five
brecds by 1923 and offered athree-year mirse raining
department, The Hales alse comvered cherr bome
several bocks paay oo o prenatl and mfant welfame
clinae run by the Mallie E ale Flospial Anxibary.
Muaribers of the 2II'\€I“;|F:|’ orpandzed Healeh edoenrion
pregrans and tock food, mosey, and ool maeedy,
ill; and Tormebonnd people in Mashyville, ransporengs
nurses men TOET lames i 1923 alone.

Hale dieel i 1930 and s barked in
Greciwood Cemetery. The Millie Hale Hespitl
clused in 1934

The Millie Hale Hospital stood .
at 323 Seventh Avenoe, South. A :
i




1. Moz Memertal Builkding

2. Maricnal Bxpist Publishang Board
a. Chiirens Bank
a. Roger Williams Univesing

5. Tennessoe State Undversity
- 8. Fusk Unrersicy
7. Meharry Medical College
A i -,;_II 8. Cameron-Trimble Meighborhood
]l— 5! ?; o. Hubbard [ouse
L [PEmE S E 1@ Site of First Bapeist Chacrch, Capicol 1l
- g2 1 1. Greenwood Cemetery Moant Ararag
"‘ -] ____.--'J 151 f_'.crnmﬂ:,l
E! 12 Site of Greemwond Park

13. Fort Nuglzy

1a. Hadley Park

15, Sire of Wil Edmondson’s Hotne
- Sate o Millic Flale Huowpatal
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