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STAFF RECOMMENDATION 

1216 5
th

 Avenue North 

October 17, 2012 

 

Application: New construction—accessory building  

District: Germantown Historic Preservation Zoning Overlay 

Council District: 19 

Map and Parcel Number: 08209047700 

Applicant:  Ben Mosley, architect 

Project Lead:  Michelle Taylor, michelle.taylor3@nashville.gov 

 

 

 

Description of Project:  The project is to construct a two-story rear 

accessory structure.  The accessory building will not require a 

reduction to base zoning setback requirements.     

 

Recommendation Summary:  Staff recommends approval of the 

project with the conditions that Staff review and approve the 

window specifications and design and the pedestrian and vehicular 

door specifications and designs prior to purchase and installation.   

 

With these recommendations, staff finds that that the design, 

massing and siting of the accessory structure meet sections 2.9 of 

the Germantown Historic Overlay Design Guidelines 

 

Attachments 

A: Photographs 

B: Site Plan 

C: Elevations 
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Vicinity Map:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Aerial Map: 



1216 5th Avenue North                                              Metro Historic Zoning Commission, October 17, 2012  3 

Background: 1216 5
th

 Avenue is a two-story house constructed in 1998.   

 

                   
 

Applicable Design Guidelines: 

 

2.9 Outbuildings / Garages / Carports / Accessory Buildings 

2.9.1 Historically, outbuildings, garages and carports were either very utilitarian 

in character, or (particularly with more extravagant houses) they repeated 

the roof forms and architectural details of the houses to which they related. 

Generally, either approach is appropriate for new outbuildings. Brick, 

weatherboard, and board-and-batten are typical siding materials. 

Outbuildings with weatherboard siding typically have wide corner boards 

and window and door casings (trim). 

2.9.2 Outbuildings, garages, carports and accessory buildings shall be located to 

the rear of the property. When a definite rhythm along a street/alley is 

established by uniform lot and building width, infill construction shall 

maintain that rhythm. 

2.9.3 The predominant vehicular access to properties within the District should 

continue to be through the use of alleys. Garages and carports shall be 

accessed from the service alley as is typical for historic buildings in the 

district. For most residential lots new curb cuts on public streets are 

generally not appropriate. The removal of unnecessary existing curb cuts 

on primary streets is encouraged. It is acknowledged that in some cases 

alley access may not be possible or practical. 

In this case, curb cuts and driveways at the public street should be 

minimized and the width of parking access should be limited. Curb cuts 

and driveways shall be located so they are visually less dominant. 

2.9.4 The design of outbuildings, garages, carports and accessory buildings shall 

not be visually disruptive to the character of surrounding buildings. 
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2.9.5 The size and mass of outbuildings, garages, carports and accessory 

buildings in relation to open spaces and its windows and openings shall be 

visually compatible with the primary building and surrounding buildings. 

2.9.6 Swimming pools are to be located in the rear yard or appropriately 

screened from view and set back from the street; fencing around swimming 

pools required by zoning ordinance must comply with these design 

guidelines. 

2.9.8 Portable storage buildings less than 100 square feet are not reviewed by 

the MHZC. 

 

Analysis and Findings:   
The project is to construct a two-story accessory structure in the rear yard of 1216 5

th
 

Avenue North.  The accessory building will not require a reduction to base zoning 

setback requirements.   

 

Location & Setback:  The accessory structure is located in the rear of the property with its 

garage doors facing the alley, as is typical for accessory structures in Germantown.  The 

location of the structure does meet the base zoning requirements.  On the north the 

structure sits three feet (3’) from the property line and on the south the structure sits over 

six feet (6’) from the property line.    

 

The structure is proposed to sit twenty feet (20’) from the rear property line and alley.  

Base zoning requires that the rear setback be ten feet (10’) from the alley.   

 

Staff finds the location of the proposed accessory building to meet Sections 2.9.2. and 

2.9.3. of the Germantown Historic Overlay Design Guidelines.  

 

Height & Scale: The existing house is two-story in height and thirty-two feet (32’) high.  

The proposed accessory structure is two stories, but is shorter than the existing house at 

twenty-four feet (24’).  Staff finds the two-story accessory structure appropriate because 

it is eight feet (8’) lower in height than the historic house.   

 

The accessory structure will be twenty-four feet (24’) wide at its widest point.  It will be 

thirty feet (30’) deep.  By contrast the historic house is approximately twenty-three feet 

(23’) wide and approximately forty-three feet (43’) deep. 

 

Even though the accessory building will be approximately one feet (1’) wider than the 

existing house, the accessory structure will likely never be seen from a public 

thoroughfare because of the siting of the historic house.  The accessory structure will 

remain subordinate to the historic house because it is much shallower than the historic 

house and because it is located so close to the alley.   

 

Staff finds the height and scale of the proposed addition to meet Section 2.9.5. of the 

Germantown Historic Overlay Design Guidelines.  
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Materials, Texture, and Details and Material Color: The proposed accessory structure will 

include a turn down concrete slab edge over a split face foundation wall that will support 

a traditional wood frame construction.  The primary cladding materials for the proposed 

accessory structure will be cement fiber lap siding with a 5 ½ reveal to match the existing 

house.   

 

Other materials include aluminum clad wood windows, insulated steel vehicular door, 

composite wood trim, wood column with base, asphalt shingle roof on the gable portions 

of the roof as well as the porch.  Color of the roof will match the house.  Staff finds all of 

these materials appropriate and asks that staff review and approve the window 

specifications and design and the pedestrian and vehicular door specifications and design 

prior to purchase and installation.    

 

With the staff’s final approval of the materials, staff finds the materials for the proposed 

accessory structure to meet Section 2.9.1. of the Germantown Historic Overlay Design 

Guidelines.  

 

Roof and Building Form:  The accessory structure will have a front gabled roof with a 

roof slope of approximately seven-twelve (7/12) facing the alley (east) and the historic 

house (west).  Staff finds this form to be appropriate and a form typically seen in the 

Germantown neighborhood.   

  

Staff finds the accessory building’s roof and building form to meet Section 2.9.1. and 

2.9.4. of the Germantown Historic Overlay Design Guidelines.  

 

Proportion and Rhythm of Openings:  The window and door openings on all four 

elevations are appropriate for an accessory structure and are compatible with the 

neighborhood.  Staff finds the accessory building’s proportion and rhythm of openings to 

meet Section 2.9.5. of the Germantown Historic Overlay Design Guidelines.  

 

Staff recommends approval of the project with the conditions that Staff review and 

approve the window specifications and design and the pedestrian and vehicular door 

specifications and designs prior to purchase and installation.   

 

With these recommendations, staff finds that that the design, massing and siting of the 

accessory structure meet sections 2.9 of the Germantown Historic Overlay Design 

Guidelines 
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Front façade of existing house 

 

 
Backyard and proposed location of accessory structure 
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Accessory structures located adjacent to 1216 5

th
 Avenue 

 


















