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STAFF RECOMMENDATION 

150 Second Avenue North 

August 17, 2016 

 

Application: New construction—addition  

District: Second Avenue Historic Preservation Zoning Overlay 

Council District: 19 

Map and Parcel Number:  09306207400 

Applicant:  Whit Self, Hastings Architecture  

Project Lead:  Melissa Baldock, melissa.baldock@nashville.gov 

 

 

Description of Project:  Application is to construct a rooftop 

addition for an elevator shaft which is approximately seventeen 

feet, five inches (17’5”) tall.     

 

Recommendation Summary:  Staff recommends approval of the 

project with the following conditions:  

 

1. Staff approve the metal color and texture; 

2. The applicant return for approval of the door, prior to 

installation; and 

3. The applicant and owners seek the review and approval of 

any rooftop appurtenance, including, but not limited to, 

lighting, signage, posts, etc.  

 

With these conditions, staff finds the proposed addition meets 

Section III.H. of the Second Avenue Historic Preservation Overlay 

Design Guidelines.   

 

 

Attachments 

A: Site Plan 

B: Elevations 

 

 

 

MEGAN BARRY 

MAYOR 
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  Vicinity Map:  

 
 

Aerial Map: 
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Applicable Design Guidelines: 

 
 

III. NEW CONSTRUCTION 

  

General Principles 

  

H: Guidelines: Additions to Existing Buildings 

1. New additions to existing buildings should be kept to a minimum and should be compatible in scale, 

materials, and texture; additions should not be visually jarring or contrasting. 

2. Additions should not be made to the public facades of existing buildings. 

3. Additions should not contribute to the loss of, or obscure, historic character-defining features or 

materials. 

4. Additions to historic buildings should be minimal.  Additions normally not recommended on historic 

structures may be appropriate for non-historic buildings, if the addition will result in a building that is 

more compatible with the district. 

5. Rooftop additions should not exceed one story in height (or 15’) and should be set back a minimum of 30 

feet from the Second Avenue façade of the building, 10 feet from First Avenue, and 20’ from a 

secondary street if it is a corner building 

 Rooftop railings should set back from each street facing wall by 8’. 

Railings should not be used to support additional elements such as speakers, lighting, plants or signage. 

In locations where railings are visible from the street, the materials should minimize the impact of the 

railing.  Materials such as butt-joint glass or horizontal steel cable, may be appropriate. 

  

  

 

 

Background:  150 Second Avenue North is a four story Italianate commercial building 

that was constructed c. 1880.  It is a contributing structure to the Second Avenue Historic 

Preservation Zoning Overlay.   
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Analysis and Findings:  Application is to construct a rooftop addition for an elevator 

shaft which is approximately seventeen feet, five inches (17’5”) tall.     

 

The design guidelines require that rooftop additions be located at least thirty feet (30’) 

from the Second Avenue North façade of structures and ten feet (10’) from the First 

Avenue North façade.  The proposed addition meets these setbacks.  It will be located 

thirty-four feet, nine inches (34’9”) from the Second Avenue North façade and 

approximately one hundred and sixty-seven feet (167’) from the First Avenue North 

facade.   

 

The proposed addition will be eight feet, seven inches (8’7”) wide and ten feet (10’) 

deep.  The design guidelines require that rooftop additions have a maximum height of 

fifteen feet (15’).  However, the proposed addition will be seventeen feet, five inches 

(17’5”) tall, which is two feet, five inches (2’5”) taller than what the design guidelines 

allow.  Staff finds the proposed height of seventeen, five inches (17’5”) to be appropriate 

in this instance because the extra height is required to have the elevator stop on the 

rooftop.  The height of the addition is the lowest it can be while still accommodating the 

elevator overrun.  In addition, the proposed elevator addition is modestly scaled.  It is just 

eight feet, seven inches (8’7”) wide on a building that is eighty-five feet (85’) wide, it is 

ten feet (10’) deep on a building that is two hundred and ten feet (210’) deep and has a 

deep step-back from the Second Avenue façade.  The addition is utilitarian in nature, and 

will not significantly affect the historic character of the building.  Staff finds its height 

and scale to be appropriate.  

 

The addition will be clad in metal panels, and staff asks to review and approve the metal 

panel color and texture prior to purchase and installation.  A door may be installed in the 

future for the rooftop access, and staff asks to approve the door specifications.  Staff also 

reminds the applicant and owners that all other installations on the roof, including 

lighting, signage, posts, etc., will require the review and approval of the Metro Historic 

Zoning Commission.   

 

With the staff’s approval of the metal panels, staff finds that the proposed addition meets 

Section III.H. of the Second Avenue Historic Preservation Zoning Overlay design 

guidelines.   

 

Recommendation Summary:  Staff recommends approval of the project with the 

following conditions:  

 

1. Staff approve the metal color and texture; 

2. The applicant return for approval of the door, prior to installation; and 

3. The applicant and owners seek the review and approval of any rooftop 

appurtenance, including, but not limited to, lighting, signage, posts, etc.  

 

With these conditions, staff finds the proposed addition meets Section III.H. of the 

Second Avenue Historic Preservation Overlay Design Guidelines.   
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