Warner Park Nature Center

2013 Spring Schedule

%ﬂ:{fgy”fﬁhﬂ;“Sfaetgfd“at;r iSopen  The Treefrog Patch is Calling: Jr. Naturalist Kickoff March 28th!

9 a.m.-4 p.m.

This year’s Junior Naturalist program
Percy and Edwin Warner Parks are open focuses on the extraordinary lives of
7 days a week from sunrise to 11 p.m.  ayphibians! Every spring Warner Parks are

Mailing Address: filled with the sounds of frog calls and toad
\7"’3"T1neHri Phil; '; N?B‘(’)re Center trills. This musical serenade serves a
Nashvillgé, -,-Ny37221 purpose: attracting a mate. In the spring, a
Phone: 615-352-6299 visit to the Nature Center pond may reward
Fax: 615-880-2282 you with the sight of toads trilling, a mass
Email: wpnc@nashville.gov - . .

Website: of amphibian eggs floating in the water, or

http://www.nashville.gov/Parks-and-  dark tadpoles scraping algae off the pond
Recreation/Nature-Centers-and-Natural pHottom.
-Areas/Warner-Park-Nature-

Center.aspx

All of these natural wonders are a child’s
Warner Park Headquarters:

615-370-8051 delight and this patch rewards them for
their natural curiosity. Six-to-twelve year olds are invited to the Junior Naturalist
Friends of Warner Parks: Kickoff on March 28th. Joi f fun-filled .
615-370-8053 ickoff on March 28th. Join us for a fun-filled program to jumpstart your
www. friendsofwarnerparks.com amphibian investigations. Or sign up on your next visit to the park, then take
advantage of our Junior Naturalist resources such as educational books, models,
@ ES?:Sﬁigzrtiﬁ[rzzhoul dbe  Posters, and other supplies. Check the schedule for additional amphibian
directed to the Nature programs offered in the evenings or weekends.
Center at 615-352-6299.
Dr. Seuss Saturday, March 2 Age level: Celebrate the birthday of Theodor Seuss Geisel: enjoy
Festival! 9:30 a.m.-3 p.m. All ages the books and movies of Dr. Seuss! We will show

Call to register “Horton Hears a Who!” in the morning, and “The
Lorax” in the afternoon.
Coordinators: Heather Gallagher, Vera Vollbrecht, and
Bellevue Public Library

“Seussed”-Up Saturday, March2  Age level: Unless someone like you cares a whole lot, nothing is

Spring 10 a.m.-2 p.m. All ages going to get better. It’s not. So lace up your boots and

Spruce-Up Call to register put your har.lds to good use by helping us spruce up the
Park for spring.

Leader: Paul Fowler
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% Spring Star Saturday, March 2 Age level: The Moon, Jupiter, and the Orion Nebula are just a few
% Party 7:30-9:30 p.m. All ages of the celestial bodies our scopes will be
Call to register focused on!
Leaders: Heather Gallagher, Barnard-Seyfert
Astronomical Society, and Sudekum Planetarium
Nature’s Legacy: An Art Friday, March 8 Age level: The Chestnut Group is partnering with Friends of
Show and Sale & Saturday, March 9 All Ages Warner Parks for an art show and sale to benefit the
to Benefit the %) \ré 9 a.m.-5 p.m. Registration not Warner Parks. Make plans to attend and take a piece of
W Park &~ Sunday, March 10 required the We.lrner Park§ home with you.
arner Farks € \( Noon-5 p.m Coordinators: Friends of Warner Parks and The
\ p-mh. Chestnut Group
7

e Call 615-352-6299 to Register for Programs e
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Nature Storytime

Tuesday, March 12
10:30-11 a.m.

Age level: Pre-K
Registration opens
February 26

Come listen to nature stories under the
giant beech tree!
Leaders: Nature Center Volunteers

Organic Friday, March 15 Age level: Adults The spring garden goes in the first week of March. We will
Gardening 9-10:30 a.m. Call to register see what’s planted and talk about what’s next on the
garden agenda.
Leader: Deb Beazley
Read any good New book begins Age level: All ages The StoryWalk® will feature a new book beginning in
books lately? Try  Saturday, March 16  Registration not March! We hope everyone enjoyed our winter book posted
our StorvWalk! Open during Park required along the Little Acorn Trail. Now come enjoy another one
. y ’ hours. dawn until focusing on spring! This is a great activity for your little
Spring 11 I;l \,\ = ones! The StoryWalk® Project was created by Anne
StoryWalk® p-m. o Ferguson of Montpelier, VT and developed in
Kickoff! collaboration with the Vermont Bicycle & Pedestrian

Coalition and the Kellogg Hubbard Library.
Coordinator: Rachel Koch

History of Warner

Saturday, March 16

Age level: All ages

Before they were parks, the lands of Edwin and Percy

Park 9:30 a.m.-3 p.m. Registration not Warner Parks were inhabited by many families; some of
required the land was even part of the original Belle Meade
Plantation! Maps, deeds, wills, photographs and more will
be on display to tell the story of Warner Parks.
Leaders: Heather Gallagher and Vera Vollbrecht
Picnic with the Thursday, March 21 Age level: All ages “Trill” to a toad symphony as you picnic on the grounds of
Toads 5:30-7 p.m. Registration opens the nature center. We will listen for the calls of American
March 6 Toads and other frog species while searching for eggs,
tadpoles and frogs in amplexus.
Leaders: Melissa Donahue and Kim Bailey
Early Spring Bird  Friday, March 22 Age level: Adults Bring your binoculars and join our bird experts for a walk
Walk 8-10 a.m. Call to register searching for some springtime feathered friends. We’ll

look and listen for year-round residents and hope for a first
glimpse of some early spring migrants.
Leaders: Volunteer Naturalists

Amazing Saturday, March 23 Age level: All ages It’s that time of year: frogs and toads are calling at ponds,
Amphibians 9:30 a.m.-3 p.m. Registration not streams, wetlands and other aquatic habitats! Learn about
required American toads, spring peepers, chorus frogs and more
@) through songs, games, and craft.
‘&ﬁ Leaders: Nature Center Staff

Mountain Bike Saturday, March 23 Age level: All ages The newly constructed two-mile section of trail is rated
Clinic at Cane Noon-2 p.m. Call 615-862-8400 or  beginner to intermediate and is perfect for riders of all skill

. . email Neel Deshpande ~ levels. Bring your own bike and come join us for a group
Rfdge Mo,untam to register ride where riders can practice the basics of mountain
Bike Trail g biking!

Leader: Neel Deshpande

Navigating with Saturday, March 23 Age level: 8 and up Come discover our Map & Compass Course in Edwin
Map & Compass 2-3 p.m. Registration opens Warner Park! Participants will learn the basic skills of

March 8

navigation and how to use a compass.
Leader: Lisa King

o Warner Park Nature Center 0
Call 615-352-6299 to Register for Programs
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March
Mudness

Tuesday, March 26
10 a.m.-noon

Age level: 6-12 years
Registration opens
March 12

Wear clothes to get muddy and get ready for some spring
break fun. Come ready to play in the mud, build forts, and
explore the creek.

Leaders: Melissa Donahue and Nature Center Staff

Run, Jump and
Play

Wednesday,
March 27
10 a.m.-noon

Age level: 6-12 years
Registration opens
March 12

“Hawks, Mice, and Grass”, “Oh Deer”, and a scavenger
hunt are just a few of the games we’ll play before going on
a hike!

Leaders: Rachel Koch and Nature Center Staff

Jr. Naturalist
Kick-off:
AMAZING
AMPHIBIANS!

Thursday, March 28
10 a.m.-noon

Age level: 6-12 years
Registration

opens

March 12

Come learn about the dual life of frogs and salamanders
while participating in games, crafts, and an exploration
hike! After the program you will be well on your way to
earning a beautiful junior naturalist patch!

Leaders: Kim Bailey and Nature Center Staff

Spring Saturday, March 30  Age level: Adults Enjoy a walk in the woods among masses of gorgeous
Wildflower Walk 9 a.m.-noon Call to register flowers; a springtime must!
Leader: Heather Gallagher
Warner Saturday, March 30  Age level: All ages The forests of Warner Parks are carpeted with spring
Wildflowers 9:30 a.m.-3 p.m. Registration not beauties. Toothwort and rue anemone beckon you to the
required deep hollows. Become familiar with a few of our early
~ bloomers with “Wildflower Bingo™ and other activities.
Leaders: Nature Center Staff
It’s Finally Spring: Saturday, March 30  Age level: 12andup  Just over an hour from Nashville and described as a
Canoe and Kayak 9 am.-2 p.m. Call 615-862-8400 or “classic swift stream paddle,” Big Swan Creek is a fantastic

Big Swan Creek
with Metro Parks

email Neel Deshpande

to register

2.5 hour paddle! Join Metro Parks as we explore a local
river with some of the most beautiful scenery Tennessee
has to offer. This trip is best for intermediate paddlers
comfortable with fast moving water and negotiating
strainers. $25 per person includes canoe or kayak, paddle,
life jacket as well as shuttle and guide service!

Leader: Neel Deshpande

“ ” Monday, April 1 Age level: 10 and u Take a hike in honor of Bob Brown. Led by “Bobs”, for

I .BOb 911 :3873.11? Reggistration opens P “Bobs...and “Bob-wannabes”. Look for Bob Cat and Bob
Hike March 15 White while hiking 3 miles on the amazing Hill Forest!

Leaders: Bob Parrish (and a host of other “Bobs™)

m Early Tuesday, April 2 Age level: Adult Enjoy the forest in the late afternoon glow as we hike from
Evening 5:30-7 p.m. Registration opens Deep Well to Quiet Point. We will admire and learn about
Wildflower ( March 19 the 'wildﬂowers along the way, returning with the setting

sun!
Stroll Leader: Kim Bailey
Spring Thursday, April 4 Age level: Adults Enjoy a walk in the woods among masses of gorgeous
Wildflower Walk 9 am.-noon Call to register flowers; a springtime must!
Leader: Deb Beazley
Wildflower Tales Friday April 5 Age level: 3-5 years Spring is in the air and the wildflowers
10-11 am. Registration opens have a story to tell. Let’s discover the
or 1-2 p.m. March 22 spring wildflowers and learn their stories.
Leader: Melissa Donahue
Spring Saturday, April 6 Age level: Adults Enjoy a walk in the woods among masses
Wildflower Walk 9 a.m.-noon Call to register of gorgeous flowers; a springtime must!

Leader: Deb Beazley

o Warner Park Nature Center 0
Call 615-352-6299 to Register for Programs
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More Warner
Wildflowers

Saturday, April 6
9:30 a.m.-3 p.m.

Age level: All ages
Registration not
required

And now the next round of ephemeral flowers begins!
Search for trillium, bluebells, mayapples and trout lilies on
our north-facing slopes with naturalists or on your own.
Leaders: Nature Center Staff

Nests and Eggs
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Saturday, April 13
9:30 a.m.-3 p.m.

Age level: All ages
Registration not
required

Although spring has just begun, many birds, amphibians
and reptiles are already nesting. We’ll discover different egg
types (are they like jelly, or have a hard shell?) nesting
locations (high in a tree, on the ground, or in the water?)
and parenting styles.

Leaders: Nature Center Staff

Muddy Buddies

B G

Saturday, April 13
10 am.-1 p.m.

& %

Age level: Adults
Call to register

G &

April showers may bring flowers, but rains can wash a trail
away. Help us make walks in the Park a little less
treacherous and join us for a day of wetwork hiking along
and improving the trails.

Leader: Paul Fowler

Nature Storytime

Tuesday, April 16
10:30-11 a.m.

Age level: Pre-K
Registration opens
April 2

Come to the Nature Center for nature stories under the giant
beech tree!
Leaders: Nature Center Volunteers

The Wisdom of
Miss Rumphius

Friday, April 19
10-11:30 a.m.

Age level: 6-9 years
Registration opens
April 4

As little Alice Rumphius ponders about what she will see
and do when she grows up, her grandfather adds one more
very important thing to her list: ““You must do something to
make the world more beautiful.” We invite you to listen to a
reading of Barbara Cooney’s inspirational children’s book,
Miss Rumphius. After the story we will spend some time
thinking of ways we can help beautify our world and then
take a short trek to admire the beauty that already exists all
around us.

Leader: Rachel Koch

Earth Day, Every

Day!

Saturday, April 20
9:30 a.m.-3 p.m.

Age level: All ages
Registration not
required

Celebrate Earth Day by hiking a trail, watching birds, or
getting dirty at Nature Play! Information about sustainable
ways to live lightly on Mother Earth will also be available.
Leaders: Nature Center Staff

Canoe and Kayak

Day on the
Stones River
with Mayor Karl
Dean

Saturday, April 20
Noon-2 p.m.

Age level: All ages

Call 615-862-8400 or
email Neel Deshpande

to register

Join Mayor Karl Dean on the Stones River
for a 1.5 hour float! We will put in at Stone
Hall and take out at Heartland Park, paddling
alongside the newest Metro Park, The Stones L
River Farm. This FREE event is a great

chance to explore Nashville in a new and exciting way!
Leader: Neel Deshpande

It’s More Than a
Mud Puddle!
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Tuesday, April 23
3:30-4:30 p.m.

Age level: All ages
Registration opens
April 9

So much life exists in a mud puddle, from tadpoles to insect
larvae to isopods! And so much life depends on vernal pools
(another word for mud puddle). We’ll explore puddles in
the Park with hand lens and microscope to discover just a
few of the animals that call puddles home.

Leaders: Heather Gallagher and Kyle Sullinger

Spring Friday, April 26 Age level: Adults Bring your binoculars or borrow ours and head out on a bird

Bird Walk 8-10 a.m. Call to register walk with local ornithologists during spring migration. Be
on the lookout for warblers, thrushes, vireos and more!
Leaders: Volunteer Naturalists

The Friday, April 26 Age level: 3-5 years ~ How is a frog different from a bird? Is an insect like a

Animal 10-11 a.m. or 1-2 p.m. Registration opens mammal? Join us as we learn the ABC’s of the animal

Kingdom April 11 kingdom!

Leader: Kim Bailey

° Warner Park Nature Center o
Call 615-352-6299 to Register for Programs
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The Colors
of Spring

Saturday, April 27
9:30 a.m.-3 p.m.

Age level: All ages
Registration not
required

The wildflowers are blooming! Spring is donning her most
vivid colors and our woods and meadows are adorned in
beauty! Join us for activities to encourage the exploration of
nature’s color wheel throughout the day.

Leader: Rachel Koch

Mountain Biking
Clinic at Cane
Ridge Mountain
Bike Trail

Saturday, April 27
1-3 p.m.

Age level: 12 and up
Registration opens
April 12

This newly constructed two-mile trail section is rated
beginner to intermediate and is perfect for riders of all skill
levels. Bring your own bike and come join us for a group
ride at Cane Ridge where riders can learn the basics of
mountain biking.

Leader: Lisa King

Spring Friday, May 3 Age level: Adults Bring your binoculars or borrow ours and head out on a bird
Bird Walk 8-10 am. Call to register walk with local ornithologists during spring migration. Be
on the lookout for warblers, thrushes, vireos and more!
< Leaders: Volunteer Naturalists
The Saturday, May 4 Age level: All ages Thoreau said, “The bluebird wears the sky on his back.”
Bluebird 9:30 am.-3 p.m. Registration Learn about these interesting birds and their unique
Blues not required connection to the Warner Parks through books, songs and
more.
Leaders: Nature Center Staff
Egg to Adult: Friday, May 10 Age level: 6-12 years Do you know butterflies have families? Do you know
The Story of the 10-11:30 a.m. Registration opens butterflies can “taste” with their feet? Do you know the
Butterfl April 25 length of a butterfly’s tongue? To find the answers to these
y and other questions, come observe and learn about
butterflies.
Leader: Melissa Donahue
Garden Saturday, May 11 Age level: All ages Use your senses to explore the delights of the spring garden
Celebration! 9:30 a.m.-3 p.m. Registration not before the heat-resistant plants of summer take over!

required

Leaders: Nature Center Staff

Mother the Earth

Saturday, May 11
10 am.-1 p.m.

Age level: All ages
Call to register

Don’t forget to give back to Mother Earth this weekend.
Make your momma proud and come on out to the Nature
Center as we get hands-on working to clean up this place.
Leader: Paul Fowler

Nature Storytime

Tuesday, May 14
10:30-11 a.m.

Age level: Pre-K
Registration opens
April 30

Come to the Nature Center for nature stories under the giant

Leaders: Nature Center Volunteers

Marvelous
Mushrooms

Friday, May 17
9-11 a.m.

Age level: Adults
Call to register

We will explore the damp shady forest and
discover the weird world of mushrooms.
Leader: Deb Beazley

beech tree!
NS
=

A, B, “Seedy”

Friday, May 17
10-11 a.m.
or 1-2 p.m.

Age level: 3-5 years
Registration opens
May 2

Learn the ABC’s of seed dispersal! This program is suited
for our little ones and is an introduction to how seeds travel.
Leader: Rachel Koch

Nearby Nature
Canoe Trip on
the Harpeth
River

Saturday, May 18
Begins at 9 a.m.

&
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Age level: 10 and up
Call 615-862-8400 or

email Neel Deshpande

to register

Paddle a Nashville Blueway and explore a great section of
local river! Spend your Saturday canoeing or kayaking on
the beautiful Harpeth River. This trip is designed to
introduce participants to canoeing or kayaking in a fun, safe,
and scenic environment and is guided by Metro Parks staff!
$25 per person includes canoe or kayak, paddle, life jacket
as well as shuttle and guide service!

Leaders: Neel Deshpande and Lisa King

° Warner Park Nature Center °
Call 615-352-6299 to Register for Programs
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Full Moon Pickin’ Friday, - Age level: All ages Join musicians and music lovers for an evening of

Party May 24 Call 615-370-8053 for bluegrass, delicious food and drink, and FUN for the entire
7-11 p.m. more information or to family! All proceeds help protect and preserve the Warner
volunteer Parks.

Leaders: Patrice Nelson, Paul Fowler, and volunteers

Duck River Canoe Saturday, May 25 Agelevel: 10 and up  Located just one hour south of Nashville, the Duck River is

and Kayak Trip 8 a.m.-3:30 p.m. Call 615-862-8400 or one of the most biologically diverse rivers in North
email Neel Deshpande America. This trip is designed to introduce participants to

to register the sport of paddling. We will explore a local river with
some of the most beautiful scenery that Tennessee has to

offer while learning the basic skills you need to paddle

safely and have fun. $25 per person includes canoe or

kayak, paddle, life jacket as well as shuttle and guide

service!

Leader: Neel Deshpande

Butterfly Saturday, May 25 Age level: All ages Butterflies can be found all around Warner Park. Stop by

Bonanza 9:30 a.m.-3 p.m. Registration not the nature center to see butterflies on display, discover their
habitats, and learn about their life cycle.

Leaders: Nature Center Staff

| UPCOMING SPECIAL EVENTS |

required

2013 Full Moon Pickin’ Parties

Fridays Hours: 7-11 p.m.

May 24 Gates open at 6:45 p.m.

] 1 For more
une information or to
July 19 volunteer, call or

August 23 email Friends of

September 20  Warner Parks at
October 18 615-370-8053.

SAVE THE DATE:
2013 CHILDREN’S PICNIC!!

Hop on over to the Friends of Warner
Parks 13th Annual Children’s Picnic on
Saturday, June 8, from 11 a.m.-2 p.m.

at Warner Park Nature Center.
Please be sure to mark your calendar for
this family-friendly event, featuring crafts,
games, music and fun!

° Warner Park Nature Center °
Call 615-352-6299 to Register for Programs
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