DESIGN A PEDIMENT 
Post-visit Activity
After visiting the Parthenon and viewing the East and West Pediments, design your own pediment reflecting the history of Tennessee.  

For this project, your class may decide to design one large pediment, or the class may be broken into design teams, each responsible for its own pediment design.  

Materials Needed: 
Depending on the desired size of the pediment design and the number of people involved in the design project, the paper selection may range from poster board to rolls of shelf paper or butcher’s paper.  Other design materials may include pencils, rulers, compass, triangle, and circular stencils, glue, construction paper, colored markers and colored pencils, or other art supplies. 

Design Steps:

1)  Find a design “theme” relating to Tennessee history.  A design theme might come from any of the following :

       -An overview of the history of Tennessee, showing important people or events.

       -A specific event in Tennessee history such as the Civil War, Andrew Jackson’s military victory at the Battle of New Orleans (1812), the three Tennessee presidents (Jackson, Polk, and Johnson), events surrounding Tennessee’s vote for ratification of the 16th Amendment (Women’s Suffrage), or Civil Rights in Tennessee.

       -Areas of special interest in Tennessee, such as state agriculture, Tennessee heroes, the history of music in Tennessee, or animals indigenous to the state or think of your own theme.

2)  Once you’re settled on the theme, review your topic, concentrating on how the theme can be interpreted visually with people, animals, structures and buildings, symbols, and objects.

3)  Select and prioritize your selections. Remember that the pediment is a long flat triangular shape and that your people and objects must fit into difficult spaces in descending order with the larger figures in the center of the design and smaller figures in the narrow spaces at each end.
