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POLICIES Relevant to Council District 5 Policy Review 

Civic (CI) is intended to serve two purposes. The primary intent of CI is to preserve and enhance 
publicly owned civic properties so that they can continue to serve public purposes over time, 
even if the specific purpose changes. This recognizes that locating sites for new public facilities 
will become more difficult as available sites become scarcer and more costly. The secondary 
intent of CI is to guide rezoning of sites for which it is ultimately determined that conveying the 
property in question to the private sector is in the best interest of the public. 
 
Transition (TR) is intended to preserve, enhance, and create areas that can serve as transitions 
between higher intensity uses or major thoroughfares and lower density residential 
neighborhoods while providing opportunities for small scale offices and/or residential 
development. Housing in TR areas can include a mix of types and is especially appropriate for 
“missing middle” housing types with small to medium-sized footprints. 
 
Conservation (CO) is intended to preserve environmentally sensitive land features through 
protection and remediation. CO policy applies in all Transect Categories except T1 Natural, T5 
Center, and T6 Downtown. CO policy identifies land with sensitive environmental features 
including, but not limited to, steep slopes, floodway/floodplains, rare or special plant or animal 
habitats, wetlands and unstable or problem soils. The guidance for preserving or enhancing these 
features varies with what Transect they are in and whether or not they have already been 
disturbed. 
 
T4 Urban Neighborhood Maintenance (T4 NM) is intended to preserve the general character of 
existing urban residential neighborhoods. T4 NM areas will experience some change over time, 
primarily when buildings are expanded or replaced. When this occurs, efforts should be made to 
retain the existing character of the neighborhood.  T4 NM areas are served by high levels of 
connectivity with complete street networks, sidewalks, bikeways and existing or planned mass 
transit. Enhancements may be made to improve pedestrian, bicycle and vehicular connectivity. 
 
T4 Urban Neighborhood Evolving (T4 NE) is intended to create and enhance urban residential 
neighborhoods that provide more housing choices, improved pedestrian, bicycle and vehicular 
connectivity, and moderate to high density development patterns with shallow setbacks and 
minimal spacing between buildings. T4 NE areas are served by high levels of connectivity with 
complete street networks, sidewalks, bikeways and existing or planned mass transit. T4 NE 
policy may be applied either to undeveloped or substantially under-developed “greenfield” areas 
or to developed areas where redevelopment and infill produce a different character that includes 
increased housing diversity and connectivity. Successful infill and redevelopment in existing 
neighborhoods needs to take into account considerations such as timing and some elements of 
the existing developed character, such as the street network and block structure and proximity to 
centers and corridors.  
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T4 Urban Mixed Use Neighborhood (T4 MU) is intended to preserve, enhance, and create urban, 
mixed use neighborhoods with a development pattern that contains a variety of housing along 
with mixed, use, commercial, institutional, and even light industrial development. T4 MU areas 
are served by high levels of connectivity with complete street networks, sidewalks, bikeways and 
existing or planned mass transit.  
 
T4 Urban Neighborhood Center (T4 NC) is intended to preserve, enhance, and create urban 
neighborhood centers that serve urban neighborhoods that are generally within a 5 minute walk. 
T4 NC areas are pedestrian friendly areas generally located at intersections of urban streets that 
contain commercial, mixed use, residential, and institutional land uses. Infrastructure and 
transportation networks may be enhanced to improve pedestrian, bicycle and vehicular 
connectivity.  
 
T4 Urban Community Center (T4 CC) is intended to enhance and create urban community 
centers that contain commercial, mixed use, and institutional land uses, with residential land uses 
in mixed use buildings or serving as a transition to adjoining Community Character Policies. T4 
Urban Community Centers serve urban communities generally within a 5 minute drive or a 5 to 
10 minute walk. T4 CC areas are pedestrian friendly areas, generally located at intersections of 
prominent urban streets. Infrastructure and transportation networks may be enhanced to improve 
pedestrian, bicycle and vehicular connectivity.  
 
T4 Urban Residential Corridor (T4 RC) is intended to preserve, enhance and create urban 
residential corridors. T4 RC areas are located along prominent arterial-boulevard or collector-
avenue corridors that are served by multiple modes of transportation and are designed and 
operated to enable safe, attractive and comfortable access and travel for all users.  T4 RC areas 
provide high access management and are served by moderately connected street networks, 
sidewalks, and existing or planned mass transit.  
 
T4 Urban Mixed Use Corridor (T4 CM) is intended to enhance urban mixed use corridors by 
encouraging a greater mix of higher density residential and mixed use development along the 
corridor, placing commercial uses at intersections with residential uses between intersections; 
creating buildings that are compatible with the general character of urban neighborhoods; and a 
street design that moves vehicular traffic efficiently while accommodating sidewalks, bikeways, 
and mass transit. 
 
To view the complete description for each, see the Community Character Manual at the 
following link: 
http://www.nashville.gov/Planning-Department/Community-Planning-Design/CCM.aspx 
 


