Sidewalk Guidelines
General Requirements
1. Construction of new sidewalks is required along the entire lot frontage unless, a portion of the
frontage abuts a proposed sidewalk segment that Public Works has funded and scheduled for
construction.
2. Dimensions shall comply with the Major and Collector Street Plan and Public Works design
standards.
3. Obstructions are prohibited within the pedestrian travel way.
4. Driveways, walkways, and other improvements shall be designed to accommodate future
sidewalk construction where a planned sidewalk is identified in the Strategic Plan for Sidewalks
and Bikeways.
5. Dedication of Rights‐of‐Way is required as needed:
a. with the construction of sidewalks,
b. with a contribution in‐lieu of construction,
c. with permits for one or two family additions, or any renovation with a cost equal to or
greater than 25% of the assessed value.

Multi‐Family or Non‐Residential Properties
Sidewalks are required when lots are:
1. Redeveloped.
2. New Development is on a vacant lot.
3. Renovation Cost is equal to or greater than 50% of the assessed value of all structures on the lot,
or the value of multiple renovations during any five‐year period equal or greater than 75% of the
assessed value of all structures on the lot.
4. Expansion Cost is equal or greater than 25% of the assessed value of all structures on the lot, or
the value of multiple expansions during a five‐ year period is equal to or greater than 50% of the
assessed value of all structures on the lot.
5. Expansion Square Foot is equal or greater than 25% of the total square foot of all structures on
the lot, or the total square foot of multiple expansions during a five‐ year period is equal to or
greater than 50% of the total square foot of all structures on the lot.
And any of the following are met:
1. The property is within the Urban Services District.
2. Within a Center designated in the General Plan.
3. Within a quarter mile of a Center designated in the General Plan, unless the property is on the
opposite side of a river or access controlled highway from a center.
4. On a street in the Major and Collector Street Plan.

New Single Family or Two‐family Construction
Sidewalks are required when lots are:
1. Within the Urban Zoning Overlay.
2. Within a Center designated in the General Plan.
3. Within a quarter mile of a Center designated in the General Plan, unless the property is on the
opposite side of a river or access controlled highway from a center.
4. On a street in the Major and Collector Street Plan.

In‐Lieu Fee is Not Applicable
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

When there is an existing sidewalk in need of repair or replacement.
Existing sidewalk present on the same block face.
Multi‐family or Non‐Residential Properties within the Urban Zoning Overlay.
Multi‐Family or Non‐Residential Properties along a street in the Major and Collector Street Plan.
If a portion of the proposed sidewalk segment abuts a proposed sidewalk segment that Public
Works has funded and scheduled for construction.

For additional information, see Third Substitute Ordinance No. BL2016‐493
(http://www.nashville.gov/mc/ordinances/term_2015_2019/bl2016_493.htm)

