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Poverty in Nashville

On March 20, 2013, Metropolitan Social Services-Planning & Coordination presented Poverty in Nashville,
held at Lipscomb University. About 100 people gathered to learn more about social, demographic and so-
cioeconomic data about residents of Nashville, as well as about relevant issues, trends and the importance

of evidence-based practices.

Participants also received copies of the new 2012 Community Needs Evaluation. All four annual Community
Needs Evaluations are available online—
http://www.nashville.gov/Social-Services/Planning-And-Coordination/Community-Needs.aspx

Many profit-making companies use market research to learn about customer preferences, unmet needs

and the changing environment. Nonprofit and government organizations often lack the information they
need to refine, improve or realign their services to best meet needs in the community. The 2012 Communi-
ty Needs Evaluation provides market research for service providers, policy makers and funders, to assist
organizations in developing the most effective and cost-efficient ways to provide services.

/ Poverty in Nashville—Friday, May 3, 2013 \

On May 3, Metropolitan Social Services-Planning & Coordination will again present Poverty in
Nashville (similar to the March 20 event). It will be held 8:30-11:30 am at Looby Center, 2301 Ro-
sa L. Parks Boulevard and will feature data from the recent 2012 Community Needs Evaluation.
Please register at this link by April 29—

http://nashvillepoverty2013.eventbrite.com/

N J

Nashville Hunger Banquet - Tuesday, April 30, 2013

Please join us for the Hunger Banquet and see hunger and poverty in a whole new way.

On Tuesday, April 30, from 5:30-8 pm, a community-wide Oxfam America Hunger Banquet will be held at Second
Harvest Food Bank, 331 Great Circle Road in Metro Center. If you have never experienced long-term hunger,
the Hunger Banquet will open your eyes to the plight of 85% of the people living in the world today.
Preregistration is required—www.nashvillehungerbanquet.eventbrite.com
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Nashville’s Affordable
Housing Shortage

The shortage of housing units for moderate to low-
income families is expected to worsen in the near
futures, particularly for rental housing. Metropolitan
Social Services-Planning & Coordination’s new issue
brief, Nashville Needs More Affordable Housing,
points out that the rental vacancy rate decreased
from 10-12% from 2006-2009 to 7.7% in 2011.

As a result of the Great Recession, many families lost
their homes (and equity), as well as their life savings
and retirement accounts as they tried to save their
homes. It may be years before these
families are able to become home-
owners again, and need rental housing

until that happens. $

Cost-burdened renters are those who

pay more than 30% of their income for housing. In
2005, Davidson County had 43,983 cost-burdened
renters, which increased to 58,170 in 2011. Cost-
burdened renters often cannot afford to pay for oth-
er basic needs.

The drop in Davidson County’s median household
income to $43,556 (half of households above and half
below) means that many of the households with low-
er incomes cannot afford to buy or rent at the cur-
rent cost of housing.

This situation is not limited to Nashville and summa-
rizes recommendations from the Bipartisan Policy
Center on how to help people most in need, balanc-
ing assistance for homeownership and rent subsidies.

The reports described above and others are available on the Metropolitan Social ser-
vices web page “Resource Guides and Reports”- http://www.nashville.gov/Social-
Services/Planning-And-Coordination/Resource-Guides-and-Reports.aspx

Limited Access and Affordability Y
of Nutritious Food
in Lower Income Areas

Because of the connection between nutritious
food and health, it is important to improve
food access and affordability in disadvantaged
areas.

In Improving Access and Affordability to Nutri-
tious Food in Low-Income Communities, Metro-
politan Social Service-Planning & Coordination
provides an overview of the status of food in
low-income areas and describes how the lack of
MttiEbfs food detrimentally affects children
and adults.

The 2012 Community Needs Evaluation notes
that Davidson County has a poverty rate of
19.3% for all people and a 30.5% for those un-
der age 18. Those who live in poverty or near-
poverty are most severely affected by afforda-
bility and access to high quality food.

This issue paper describes the model of the
Pennsylvania Fresh Food Financing Initiative
through which fresh food access was improved
for more than 400,000 residents, 5,000 jobs
and more than 80 retail markets were created
in low-income communities.

It also reports on the work of the Tennessee
Grocery Access Task Force and recommenda-
tions of The Food Trust. It identifies some of
the local efforts designed to improve nutrition

/

in low-income communities.
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Issues for Grant-Seekers and Funders

On the Metropolitan Social Services web site, GRANTS—Resources, Funders and More provides a summary of
resources available for grant-seekers (Center for Nonprofit Management, Nashville Area Chapter of the Grant
Professionals Association, the Community Foundation of Middle Tennessee and a variety of online sources).

It also includes background and tips for improving writing style (including a list of overused and misused
words), which can apply to grant proposals, reports or other business writing.

Issues related to philanthropy are noted, including the trends toward use of demographic information and en-

hanced strategies for funders.

The full report is available online (link at bottom of page 3).

/ Dental Care, Dementia and Disparities

In recent years, there has been growing evidence linking dental disease with de-
mentia. As a result, it is important to address the importance of early oral health
interventions as an effective way to treat oral disease and related problems, as

well as the connection between cognitive function and effective dental care.

Dental Disparities and Dementia, a new issue paper by Metropolitan Social Services-Planning & Co-
ordination notes that the cost of dental care may not be covered by health insurance. In addition,
dental care (including preventive care) may be unaffordable for those with lower incomes. As a re-
sult, those who do not receive dental care are at higher risk for elevated rates of dementia.

In 2012, the World Health Organization reported that there are more than 35 million people world-
wide with dementia. That number is projected to double by 2030 and more than triple by 2050.
Equally alarming is the estimate of the care of dementia was $604 billion in 2010 and will likely grow
dramatically as the number of people with dementia increases.

qull report is available online (link at bottom of page 3). /

A VOICE

A Voice is a new grassroots organization being organized in Nashville to address poverty through edu-
cation and advocacy. With more than 117,000 Davidson County residents in poverty, A Voice will en-
courage progressive public policies to reduce poverty and promote opportunity. Additional information
will be available soon.

In the meantime, if you have questions, please contact conveners: Avi Poster—aviposter@comcast.net
or Marsha Edwards—medwards@marthaobryan.org
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Employment Background Checks

Background checks are often used by employers to screen out potential employees whose background shows crim-
inal activity. While they can be an important tool for employers, they are sometimes in accurate, misleading and
confusing.

A new issue paper by Metropolitan Social Services-Planning & Coordination explains the barriers to employment cre-
ated by the widespread use of background checks, for those who have convictions or arrests without convictions
(including occasional wrongful arrests based on mistaken identity). As discussed in Criminal Records: Barriers to Em-
ployment and Re-Entry to Society, repercussions of denying employment to the approximately 65 million people in
the U. S. who have either arrests or convictions would have a significant effect on the nation’s economy.

The Equal Employment Opportunity Commission enforces employment discrimination laws. EEOC notes the differ-
ence between arrests and convictions. In addition, employers may not discriminate on the basis of convictions un-
less the offense is job-related. The issue paper is available online (link at bottom of page 3).

U. S. Census Data by Zip Codes
In response to requests for local data by Zip Codes, Metropolitan Social Services-Planning & Coordination developed
an online report of data by Davidson County Zip Codes, including data about poverty, age, gender and income levels.
The data is from the 2007-2011 American Community Survey 5-Year Summary, which is the latest data available
from the Census Bureau

The report includes a disclaimer that explains why Zip Codes are not an effective way to compare population data
across geographic areas, even though Zip Codes are convenient. It includes maps to show how poverty is distributed
across Zip Codes, comparing the poverty rate by the number on poverty. Because of the variation in the population
of Zip Codes (37228 has a population of 208, compared to 76,893 in 37013), the comparative maps show dramatical-
ly different graphic representations of poverty distribution. It is available online (link at bottom of page 3).

Effective Planning & Coordination Can Prevent Waste
On April 9, 2013, the U. S. Government Accounting Office released Opportunities to Reduce Fragmentation,
Overlap, and Duplication and Achieve Other Financial Benefits. The need to improve coordination was men-
tioned in the report 48 times and the importance of planning was mentioned almost 30 times. For decades,
concerns have been expressed about government waste at all levels of government. More effective busi-
ness practices would deter the level of overlap, duplication and fragmentation, allowing more cost-efficient
delivery of services.  http://www.gao.gov/products/GAO-13-496T

U. S. and World Population Clock

The U. S. Census Bureau has an online U. S. and World Population Clock. It tracks births,
deaths, migration and the net gain of population. It also has tools to show the U. S. popu-
lation on any selected date, regional populations by year, population by age and gender,
highest density and more. http://www.census.gov/popclock/
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Baby Boomer Business Conference

Livable Nashville, with Mayor Dean and Vice Mayor Diane Neighbors, will host the Baby Boomer
Business Conference on Thursday, April 25. Keynote speakers will be Shauneequa Owusu, Manager
of Age-Friendly Commerce in New York City and Patrick Willard, AARP Government Affairs-State
Health and Family Team.

http://www.nashville.gov/Mayors-Office/Priorities/Neighborhoods/The- ﬁ]lvable
Livability-Project naSthI]e

Global Mall at The Crossings
On May 18, 2013, Festival of the Nations will host the Grand Opening of the new Global Mall at The Cross-
ings, formerly Hickory Hollow Mall. The Grand Opening will celebrate many forms of ethnic entertainment,
vendors and services.

http://festivalofthenations.org/events/4/grand-opening-of-the-new-global-mall-at-the-crossings-formerly-hickory-hollow-mall/

NashvilleNext

The Metropolitan Government of Nashville and Davidson County is developing a countywide plan, which is
expected to be completed by 2015 and will guide Nashville through 2040. Mayor Karl Dean kicked off Nash-
villeNext on February 16, and stated “ Nashville is a vibrant and growing city. . . As our population continues
to grow, and our city and its many communities continue to develop, our challenge is to plan for that growth.
We need to develop smartly, and in a way that maintains and improves our quality of life, and builds stronger
communities in the process . . . Only by working together can we shape a future that is best for all of us.”

The NashvilleNext web site provides updated information on the activities and progress of the initiative, and
is posting Background Reports on a number of issues that are important in order to create a comprehensive
plan that will address the issues affecting all residents of Davidson County.

http://www.nashville.gov/Government/NashvilleNext.aspx

Metropolitan Social Services

800 Second Avenue North, Nashville, Tennessee 37201
www.nashville.gov/sservices
Direct Services: 615-862-6458
Planning & Coordination: 615-862-6494
Email Planning & Coordination: MSSPC@nashville.gov
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