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One of these, T.C.A. § 39-17-1314, contains the State’s preemption provision for the 
field of handgun control. Local governments are generally not permitted to regulate “the 
transfer, ownership, possession or transportation of firearms, ammunition or components of 
firearms or combinations thereof.”2 The preemption provision contained an exception, 
however, for local legislation adopted prior to April 8, 1986. The 2009 revision to that 
section deleted and then reenacted the exception.  Public Chapter 428 provides: 

SECTION 3. Tennessee Code Annotated, Section 39-17-1314, is amended by 
deleting the first sentence of subsection (a) and substituting instead the 
following: 

Except as provided in § 39-17-1311(d), which allows counties and 
municipalities to prohibit the possession of handguns while within or on a 
public park, natural area, historic park, nature trail, campground, forest, 
greenway, waterway or other similar public place that is owned or operated by 
a county, a municipality or instrumentality thereof, no city, county, or 
metropolitan government shall occupy any part of the field of regulation of 
the transfer, ownership, possession or transportation of firearms, ammunition 
or components of firearms or combinations thereof; provided, that the provisions 
of this section shall be prospective only and shall not affect the validity of any ordinance or 
resolution lawfully enacted before April 8, 1986. 

(emphasis added- exception provision).  The fact that the General Assembly reenacted the 
existing exception removes the concern that the General Assembly intended to require 
additional action by the local legislative body to prevent the newly adopted provision 
allowing handguns in parks from becoming effective. 

The reenactment of a statute in substantially the same words effects no change 
in the law, but merely continues the original law in force. Furthermore, no 
change in the meaning of a statute is effected by its subsequent repeal and 
reenactment, even though the circumstances have changed. 

73 Am. Jur. 2d Statutes § 221 (2009 Update).3 

                                                           
2 T.C.A. § 39-17-1314(a)(2006) 
3  Where a statute is repealed by a new statute which relates to the same subject matter, and which re-

enacts substantially the provisions of the earlier statute, and the repeal and re-enactment occur 
simultaneously, the provisions of the original statute which are re-enacted in the new statute are not 
interrupted in their operation by the so-called repeal; they are regarded as having been continuously in 
force from the date they were originally enacted.  

77 A.L.R.2d 336, Effect of Simultaneous Repeal and Re-enactment of All, or Part, of Legislative Act. 












