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Letter from the Executive Director 
 
 
As Nashville and Middle Tennessee strive to support the teaching profession, it is important to assure 

that those who may be interested in teaching, as a career, have the information they need to make 

informed decisions. In this effort, the Nashville Career Advancement Center (NCAC) compiled this 

user-friendly resource to help individuals navigate the K-12 teaching field in Middle Tennessee.   

 

NCAC functions under the direction of the Nashville Metro Government to serve job seekers and 

employers in Davidson, Rutherford, Trousdale and Wilson counties with career services.  

 

The handbook is unique as it pulls together various resources to serve a broad range of individuals.  

From the mature worker changing careers, the stay-at-home parent looking for a fresh start, to a youth 

determining their first career, this reference tool is designed to serve as a one-stop guide for all.  From 

school directories and labor market information to preparation tips for high schoolers and first-hand 

career “transition to teaching” accounts, this handbook and adjoining Web Site will provide a step-by-

step approach to researching teaching as a career. 

 

It is our hope that students, transitioning job seekers, and counselors use this guide as a resource map to 

a promising future in Tennessee’s education field.  Through investing in the future, we hope to be 

accountable for quality education and economic stability throughout our community.  

 

You may also visit Teaching as a Career online at www.TeachingAsACareer.org. 

 
Kind regards, 
 
 
 
 
Christine Bradley, Ed.D 
Executive Director 
Nasville Career Advancement Center 
Proud Operator of the Middle Tennessee Career Center 
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Career Descriptions 

curriculum.  Holidays are good times to learn about social traditions while also enhancing 
motor skills.   
 
When asked her advice for individuals aspiring to teach kindergarten, she emphasized 
that “you must love children to be a teacher.”  It is what keeps her going and happy in her 
career.   
 
 
Middle School English Teacher 
 
Mrs. Hawk has taught middle school for almost 30 years-all in “inner-city schools.”  Her 
school is located just miles from downtown and adjacent to numerous housing 
developments.  Most years, the majority of her students are enrolled in the free or 
reduced lunch program.  
 
Her day officially begins at 8:30AM, although she ordinarily opts to arrive at least an 
hour early to beat metropolitan traffic and to prepare for a fresh school day. She lives 25 
miles outside the city; for her, commuting is a necessity. Her hour or so before the 
beginning of school is spent copying worksheets, gathering materials for interactive 
lessons, nurturing her numerous mentor/pupil relationships and mentally gearing up for 
that moment when 23 fifth-graders will pour into the classroom. 
 
In the morning, she teaches for two hours. Then she takes a planning period followed by 
a “duty-free”, 30-minute lunch break.  Teachers are under no obligation to supervise 
students during this “duty-free” time.  Instead, cafeteria duty is left to two campus 
supervisors.  Although this service is provided by the school, Mrs. Hawk still allows 
students who complete schoolwork on time to eat lunch with her once a week.  She then 
teaches for 3 hours in the afternoon until the dismissal bell rings at 3:45.   
 
Her out-of-class workload averages 8 to12 hours per week. “You cannot expect to be a 
good teacher and only work 7.5 hours a day.”  Although out-of-class work (i.e. grading 
papers, amending lesson plans, fundraising activities, etc.) is rarely compensated, the job 
is more about personal fulfillment than capital gain.  Indeed, her biggest professional joy 
is when a previously reluctant child understands a concept for the first time and becomes 
happy to learn.   
 
 
High School Science Teacher 
 
Mrs. Manor has been a science teacher for seven years- all in a high school setting. She 
typically arrives at school at 7:30 after a brief, 15-minute drive. 
 
According to Mrs. Manor, her high school is “suburbia to the max.” There is a lack of 
diverse backgrounds among the students, and she views part of her job to be “breaking 
them out of their molds.” Her main goal is to prepare her students for college and the 
diversity of the world outside their community.  “If you want to teach high school, know 
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that you will not just teach.” At the high school level, you are expected to help with 
extracurricular activities more than at lower grade-levels.  In high school, interests are 
shaped into real skills that will carry the students forward into related career paths. “The 
most gratifying aspect of that is when past students come back to share how helpful you, 
as a teacher, were in preparing them for the challenges they later met.  Also, when they 
still ask for help with current issues, you feel like a real bond was formed.”   
 
An aspect of the job that she was not prepared for was hearing students’ sad home life 
stories.  Regardless of student backgrounds, she asserts that you must be willing to invest 
emotionally to be a teacher.  Home problems may vary by area, but they always exist; 
and as a teacher, you will hear about them.  
 
 
High School Marketing Teacher 
  
Mrs. Gilbert graduated from college with a B.B.A. in Marketing.  She worked in the 
insurance industry for five years and then decided she wanted a new career where she 
could spend more time with her children.  She began teaching because it fit better with 
her lifestyle; she stuck with it because she really started to love it.  For her, teaching at 
the high school level is rewarding because she is in a position to teach young adults how 
to confront life with a positive attitude.  She feels very strongly that the success of her 
students is determined not by what happens to them, but by how they handle that which 
happens to them.    
  
She is now in her 16th year of teaching Marketing and Management classes.  She is also 
the “Career Technical” (previously referred to as “Vocational”) department chair and the 
Senior Class chairperson.  In addition, she coordinates the Marketing Co-op Program, 
where students work outside of the school to gain career experience and receive high 
school credit.  Another responsibility she carries is being a DECA advisor.  The business-
based club is responsible for running the school bookstore.  Using the revenue generated 
by the on-campus bookstore, the student organization is able to take field trips and 
participate in leadership conferences and competitions without having to do additional 
fundraisers.   
  
Her day begins with teaching three marketing classes back-to-back.  For one period of the 
day, she is scheduled to manage the bookstore.  For the final two periods of the day, she 
works with the Co-op program, supervising students and meeting with employers.  With 
her numerous endeavors, it’s no surprise that her greatest challenge is “jumping through 
hoops.”  Filling out local, state and federal paperwork for accountability and competency 
reporting is time consuming.  Additionally, there is paperwork required for the Co-op 
program, for any DECA fieldtrip, and for monies handled in operating the bookstore.  
Thus, the high school marketing teacher becomes adept at multi-tasking.   
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High School Auto Mechanics Teacher 
 
Before teaching auto mechanics, Mr. Smith worked in the private automotive repair 
industry.  In his early forties he decided it was time for a change.  He heard of a position 
coming available at the local high school; so, he applied.  After being offered the auto 
mechanic teaching position, he was required to take 18 hours of teaching-related 
coursework.  Under a program similar to the Teach Tennessee Program (described under 
the Career to Teaching Tab on pages ), he attended his required hours and was granted an 
Apprentice Occupational Education License.  After teaching for three years, he was 
granted his Occupational Education License.  To keep his license, he is required to do 12 
hours of in-service, related to either teaching or automotives.  He must also keep his ASE 
certifications updated for all areas of automotives that he teaches (i.e. brakes certification, 
electric wiring certification, et cetera).  The county pays for these certifications, and he 
never had to take the PRAXIS exam. 
 
He has now been teaching 16 years and says that like most teachers, his greatest 
professional joy is seeing the students learn.  His class averages 15 students a period 
which makes it easier to deliver one-on-one instruction.  Another perk of the job is that 
he receives days off work that the general public (not to mention the average auto 
mechanic) do not get.   
 
The biggest challenge he sees is a growing lack of discipline in student behavior.  He 
attributes this to the county’s recent abolishment of school paddling and that students sent 
to out-of-school suspension (OSS) are now allowed to make up 80% of their grade.  
When some students aim simply to “pass” the class, there’s no incentive to behave.  
Another downside is paperwork.  He averages 3-4 hours of his time per week filling out 
paperwork because of school “accountability” standards. 
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Educational Requirements for 
Academic Teachers 
 
Academic teachers are required to complete a state-approved teacher education program 
available through an accredited college, university or community college/university 
combination.  Please see “Exam Requirements” (pages 41-45) for a complete overview of 
teaching requirements. 
 
Substitute teaching requirements are not as strict as full-time teaching position 
requirements. Substitute teaching can be a useful way to learn about the schools in your 
county while working to meet full-time teacher requirements. For county-specific 
substitute teaching requirements, locate your county under the “Employment” tab in this 
handbook. 
 
 

Tennessee Colleges and Universities 
 
Every school has slightly different coursework to meet the state guidelines for licensure 
preparation programs. Therefore, required college hours will vary from school to school; 
however, all education programs have the same objective- prepare the education major 
for licensure in the desired grade level(s) and discipline(s). Tennessee teachers are 
licensed in over seventy fields or academic areas (such as elementary, middle school, 
special education, and secondary disciplines like math and English). Not all of the 
universities and colleges offer licensure preparation programs in all fields. Also, the state 
approved program coursework offered by each university can change from year to year.  
Please refer to the state’s website at www.K-12.state.TN.us/ihelicense/ProgramsList.asp 
which lists the licensure preparation programs offered by each college or university. The 
programs offered by the school should be a major factor in the college selection process. 
 
Also, some colleges and universities offer institutional scholarships for those who aspire 
to enter the teaching profession. Check with the school’s education and financial aid 
departments to determine availability and eligibility.   
 

Aquinas College  
www.aquinas-tn.edu 
4210 Harding Road  
Nashville,TN 37205 
Education Department: 
(615) 297-7545 ext. 472 
Admissions Department: 
(615) 297-7545 ext. 460 
 
 

Austin Peay State University 
www.apsu.edu 
P O Box 4428 
Clarksville, TN 37044 
Education Department: 
(931) 221-7553 
Admissions Department: 
(931) 221-7661 
1-800-844-2778 
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Belmont University 
www.belmont.edu 
1900 Belmont Boulevard 
Nashville, TN 37212 
Education Department: 
(615) 460-5483 
Admissions Department: 
(615) 460-6785 
 
Bethel College 
www.bethel-college.edu 
325 Cherry Avenue 
Mckenzie, TN 38201 
Education Department: 
(731) 352-4023 
Admissions Department: 
(731) 352-4030 
 
Bryan College 
www.bryan.edu 
Box 7000  
Dayton,TN 37321 
Education Department: 
(423) 775-7270 
Admissions Department: 
1-800-277-9522 
 
Carson-Newman College 
www.cn.edu 
2310 Bonner Avenue 
Jefferson City, TN 37760 
Education Department: 
(865) 471-3484 
Admissions Department: 
(865) 471-3223 
1-800-678-9061 
 
Christian Brothers University 
www.cbu.edu 
650 East Parkway South 
Memphis, TN 38104 
Education Department: 
(901) 321-4350 
Admissions Department: 
(901) 321 – 3000 
 

Crichton College 
www.crichton.edu 
255 North Highland Street 
Memphis, TN 38111 
Education Department: 
(901) 320-9752 
Admissions Department: 
1-800-960-9777 
 
Cumberland University 
www.cumberland.edu 
One Cumberland Square 
Lebanon, TN 37087 
Education Department: 
(615) 444-2562 
Admissions Department: 
1-800-467-0562 

 
David Lipscomb University 
www.lipscomb.edu 
3901 Granny White Pike 
Nashville, TN 37204 
Education Department: 
(615) 279-6076 
Admissions Department: 
(615) 269-1000 
1-800-333-4358 
 
East Tennessee State University 
www.etsu.edu 
Box 70685 
Johnson City, TN 37614 
Education Department: 
(423) 439-7562 
Admissions Department: 
(423) 439-4213 
 
Fisk University 
www.fisk.edu 
1000 17th Avenue North 
Nashville, TN 37208 
Education Department: 
(615) 329-8745 
Admissions Department: 
1-800-443-FISK (3475)  
(615) 329-8666 
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Free Will Baptist Bible College 
www.fwbbc.edu 
3606 West End Avenue 
Nashville, TN 37205 
Education Department: 
(615) 383-1340 ext. 2300 
Admissions Department: 
(615) 844-5222 
 
Freed-Hardeman University 
www.fhu.edu 
158 East Main Street 
Henderson, TN 38340 
Education Department: 
(731) 989-6074 
Admissions Department: 
1-800-630-3480 
 
Johnson Bible College 
www.jbc.edu/college 
7900 Johnson Drive 
Knoxville, TN 37998 
Education Department: 
(865) 251-2348 
Admissions Department: 
(865) 251-2309 
1-800-827-2122 
 
King College 
www.king.edu 
1350 King College Road 
Bristol, TN 37620 
Education Department: 
(423) 652-4820 
Admissions Department: 
(423) 652-4861 
1-800-362-0014 
 
Lambuth University 
www.lambuth.edu 
705 Lambuth Boulevard 
Jackson, TN 38301 
Education Department: 
(731) 425-3388 
Admissions Department: 
1-800-LAMBUTH 

Lane College 
www.lanecollege.edu 
545 Lane Avenue 
Jackson, TN 38301 
Education Department: 
(731) 426-7636 
Admissions Department: 
(731) 426-7500 
 
Lee University 
www.leeuniversity.edu 
1120 North Ocoee 
Cleveland, TN 37320 
Education Department: 
(423) 614-8175 
Admissions Department: 
(423) 614-8500 Ext: 8500 
1-800-LEE-9930 
 
Lemoyne-Owen College 
www.loc.edu 
807 Walker Street 
Memphis, TN 38126 
Education Department: 
(901) 435-1278 
Admissions Department: 
(901) 435-1500 
1-800-737-7778 
 
Lincoln Memorial University 
www.LMUnet.edu 
Box 2000 Avery Hall 
Harrogate, TN 37752 
Education Department: 
(423) 869-6442 
Admissions Department: 
1-800-325-0900 ext. 6280 
 
Martin Methodist College 
www.martinmethodist.edu 
433 West Madison Street 
Pulaski, TN 38478 
Education Department: 
(931) 363-9857 
Admissions Department: 
1-800-467-1273 

- 23 - 



Teaching as a Career 

Maryville College 
www.maryvillecollege.edu 
502 E. Lamar Alexander Parkway 
Maryville, TN 37804 
Education Department: 
(864) 981-8211 
Admissions Department: 
1-800-597-2687 
 
Middle Tennessee State University 
www.mtsu.edu 
PO Box 93 
Murfreesboro, TN 37132 
Education Department: 
(615) 898-5573 
Admissions Department: 
(615) 898-2111 
 
Milligan College 
www.milligan.edu 
PO Box 309 
Milligan College, TN 37682 
Education Department: 
(423) 461-8681 
Admissions Department: 
1-800-262-8337 
 
Peaybody College of Vanderbilt 
University 
peabody.vanderbilt.edu 
Box 329 Peaybody Station 
Nashville, TN 37203 
Education Department: 
(615) 322-8270 
Admissions Department: 
(615) 322-8407 
 
Rhodes College 
www.rhodes.edu 
2000 North Parkway 
Memphis, TN 38112 
Education Department: 
(901) 843-3898 
Admissions Department: 
(901) 843-3000 
 

South College 
www.southcollegetn.edu 
720 North Fifth Avenue 
Knoxville, TN 37917 
Education Department: 
(865) 251-1720 
Admissions Department: 
(865) 251-1800 
 
Southern Adventist University 
www.southern.edu 
PO Box 370 
Collegedale, TN 37315 
Education Department: 
(423) 238-2661 
Admissions Department: 
1-800-SOUTHERN 
 
Tennessee State University 
www.tnstate.edu 
3500 John Merritt Boulevard 
Nashville, TN 37209 
Education Department: 
(615) 963-5468 
Admissions Department: 
(615) 963-5101 
1-888-463-6878 
 
Tennessee Technological 
University 
www.tntech.edu 
PO Box 5046 
Cookeville, TN 38505 
Educational Department: 
(931) 372-3097 
Admissions Department: 
(931) 372-3888 
1-800- 255-8881 
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Tennessee Wesleyan College University of Memphis 
www.twcnet.edu www.memphis.edu 
PO Box 40 Education Building Room 215 
Athens, TN 37371 Memphis, TN 38152 
Education Department: Education Department: 
(423) 745-5275 ext. 5219 (901) 678-2728 
Admissions Department: Admissions Department: 
(423) 746-5287 (901) 678-2000 

  
Trevecca Nazarene University University of Tennessee-

Chattanooga www.trevecca.edu 
333 Murfreesboro Road www.utc.edu 
Nashville, TN 37210 615 McCallie Avenue 
Education Department: Chattanooga, TN 37403 
(615) 248-1392 Education Department: 
Admissions Department: (423) 316-2300 
(615) 248-1320 Admissions Department: 
1-888-210-4868  (423) 425-4662 
 1-800-UTC-MOCS (423) 
Tusculum College  

University of Tennessee-Knoxville www.tusculum.edu 
Box 5001 www.utk.edu 
Greeneville, TN 37743 335 Claxton Complex 
Education Department: Knoxville, TN 37996 
(423) 636-7324 Education Department: 
Admissions Department: (865) 974-8194 
1-800-729-0256 Admissions Department: 
 (865) 974-2184 
Union University  

University of Tennessee-Martin www.uu.edu 
1050 Union University Drive www.utm.edu 
Jackson, TN 38305 237 Gooch Hall 
Education Department: Martin, TN 38238 
(731) 661-5383 Education Department: 
Admissions Department: (731) 881-7126 
(731) 668-1818 Admissions Department: 
1-800-33-UNION (731) 881-7020 
  
 University of the South 
 www.sewanee.edu 
 735 University Avenue 
 Sewanee, TN 37383 
 Education Department: 
 (931) 598-1327 

Admissions Department:  
(931) 598-1000 
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Tennessee Community Colleges 
 
Community colleges offer the benefit of beginning a teacher education program while 
also cutting the cost of tuition at a four-year university.  Community colleges also tend to 
offer more evening and weekend classes to serve a more diverse student base. In addition, 
some community colleges are a great source for obtaining credits toward a vocational 
certification. Programs and credit transfer eligibility varies by college.  Therefore, 
transfer information should be confirmed by both the community college and university 
before entering any teacher education program. Currently there is a law being discussed 
that would simplify the transfer from a community college to a university or college. 
 
Chattanooga State Technical 
Community College  
www.chattanoogastate.edu 
4501 Amnicola Highway 
Chattanooga, Tennessee 37406 
(423) 697-4400 
 
Cleveland State Community 
College  
www.clscc.cc.tn.us 
3535 Adkisson Drive 
Cleveland, TN 37320  
(423) 472-7141 
1-800-604-2722 
 
Columbia State Community 
College  
www.coscc.cc.tn.us 
P.O. Box 1315  
Columbia, TN 38402  
(931) 540-2722 
 
Dyersburg State Community 
College  
www.dscc.edu/homepage.asp 
1510 Lake Road 
Dyersburg, TN 38024 
(731) 286-3200 
 
Hiwassee College  
www.hiwassee.edu 
225 Hiwassee College Drive 
Madisonville, TN 37354 
1-800-356-2187 

Jackson State Community College  
www.jscc.edu 
2046 North Parkway 
Jackson, Tennessee 38301 
(731) 424-3520  
1-800-355-5722 
 
John A. Gupton College  
www.guptoncollege.com 
1616 Church Street  
Nashville, TN 37203  
(615) 327-3927  
 
Motlow State Community College  
www.mscc.cc.tn.us 
P.O. Box 8500 
Lynchburg, TN 37352 
(931) 393-1500  
1-800-654-4877 
 
Nashville State Technical Institute  
www.nscc.edu 
120 White Bridge Road 
Nashville, TN 37209 
(615) 353-3333 
1-800-272-7363 
 
Northeast State Technical 
Community College  
www.nstcc.cc.tn.us 
P.O. Box 246 
Blountville, TN 37617 
(423) 323-3191 
1-800-836-7822 
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Pellissippi State Technical 
Community College  

Volunteer State Community 
College  

www.pstcc.edu www.vscc.cc.tn.us 
10915 Hardin Valley Road 1480 Nashville Pike 
Knoxville, TN 37933 Gallatin, TN 37066  
(865) 694-6400 (615) 452-8600 
 1-888-335-8722 
Roane State Community College  TTD (615) 230-3488 

 www.rscc.cc.tn.us/index.asp 
Walters State Community College  276 Patton Lane 

Harriman, TN 37748 www.wscc.cc.tn.us 
(865) 354-3000 500 South Davy Crockett Parkway 
1-800- 343-9104 Morristown, TN 37813 
 (423) 585-2600 
Southwest Tennessee Community 
College  

1-800-225-4770 
 
 www.southwest.tn.edu 
 5983 Macon Cove 
 Memphis, TN 38134 
 (877) 717-7822 

 
 
* For the most current list of Tennessee Community Colleges, visit the Tennessee Board of Regent’s web 

site at www.tbr.state.tn.us/campuses.htm. 
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Vocational Teaching Opportunities: 
 
In the vocational teaching field, many roads lead to the classroom.  Some subjects such as 
automotive technology and electricity will require field experience and proper 
accreditation from those industries- which may or may not require standardized education 
programs. These “trade and industry” teachers pursue “Occupational Education 
Licenses.” Other subjects like marketing and graphic communications can be taught after 
earning a bachelors degree in the designated area. These vocational teachers would have 
to take a specific number of education courses, like all vocational teachers. These 
vocational teachers pursue “Professional Teacher Licenses.” The following is a list of 
requirements and opportunities for the wide variety of vocational teachers. They are 
meant to serve as a useful guide. Verify requirements based on your certification, 
education, and personal experience with the state before entering a teacher preparation 
program or scheduling exams.  
 
Also, substitute teaching requirements are not as strict as full-time teaching position 
requirements. Substitute teaching can be a useful way to learn about the schools in your 
county while working to meet full-time teacher requirements. For county-specific 
substitute teaching requirements, locate your county under the “Employment” tab in this 
handbook. 
 
 

Requirements for Tennessee Occupational 
Education Licensure 
 
The apprentice occupational license may be issued to individuals who meet the following 
requirements.  Qualifications including experience and educational preparation shall be 
reviewed by the Department of Education staff who shall recommend issuance of the 
apprentice occupational license. 
 
1. Health Science Technology 

• The secondary health science and technology teachers shall have completed 
three years of successful employment within the past five years in a related 
health occupation prior to teaching. 

 
• Health science and technology teachers must hold an associate or higher 

degree and hold current licensure registration or certification in an allied 
health occupation or current licensure as a registered nurse in Tennessee.  
Teachers must successfully complete a comprehensive test administered or 
accepted by the Tennessee Health Related Boards. (Visit Tennessee’s 
Department of Health website at www2.state.tn.us/health/Boards for more 
information.) 
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2. Trade and Industry 
Trade and Industry teachers shall hold and maintain current industry certification, 
where available, in the specific area for which they are licensed. 
The trade and industry teacher shall have a minimum of five years of appropriate and 
current work experience in the field for which application is made.  A combination of 
technical training at the postsecondary level, industry certification or state licensure in 
a specific skill area may be substituted for work experience according to the 
following criteria: 
  

• Appropriate postsecondary training in the teaching area, an associate degree, 
or industry certification may be substituted for up to two years of work 
experience. 

• A combination of an associate degree related to the teaching area and industry 
certification may be substituted for four years of work experience. 

• A bachelor’s degree or higher degree related to the teaching are may be 
substituted for four years of work experience. 

• A trade and industry teacher shall be a high school graduate or the equivalent, 
as determined by the General Education Development (GED) test. 

• Cosmetology and barbering teachers must hold current license to instruct in 
Tennessee as issued by the respective state licensing board. 

 
The following chart lists certification requirements for various vocational teaching 
fields. As previously mentioned, requirements should be confirmed before entering a 
teacher preparation program or taking exams. The chart is meant to be a helpful 
guide. 
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Course Name Teacher Certification Student 

Certification 
Available 

Certifying Agency 

Aviation  Maintenance I  
 
Aviation Maintenance II 

Yes 
FAA (Federal Aviation Administration)  
A & P License (Airframe & Powerplant) 
or IA License (Inspector Authorization) 

No  

Automotive Technology 
• Automotive: Brake 

Systems 
• Automotive: Suspension 

& Steering 
• Automotive: 

Electrical/Electronic 
Systems 

Automotive: Engine 
Performance 

Yes 
ASE in courses taught. 
• Brakes, 
• Steering & Suspension 
• Electrical/Electronics 
• Engine Performance 
 

Yes ASE (Automotive Service Excellence) 
www.asecert.org 

Basic Principles of Welding  
 
 
 
 
 
Advanced Welding 
Applications 
 

Yes 
AWS (American Welding Society) 
Certified Welder in FCAW, GTAW, 
GMAW, SMAW   or CWE, or CWI. or 
Apprenticeship Training) Journey Person 
Level in Welding or Pipe Fitting 
or 
NCCER (National Center for 
Construction Education and Research)  
Wheels of Learning Curriculum - 
Welding 
 

Yes AWS (American Welding Society) 
Certified Welder in FCAW, GTAW, 
GMAW, SMAW   or CWE, or CWI.  
www.aws.org  or 
Apprenticeship Training) Journey 
Person Level 
www.doleta.gov/bat/index.htm  or 
NCCER (National Center for 
Construction Education and Research)  
Wheels of Learning Curriculum 
www.nccer.org
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Course Name Teacher Certification Student 
Certification 
Available 

Certifying Agency 

Carpentry I 
Carpentry II 

Yes 
U.S. Department of Labor, BAT 
(Bureau of Apprenticeship and 
Training) Journey Person Level 
Carpentry 
or 
NCCER (National Center for 
Construction Education and Research)  
Wheels of Learning Curriculum - 
Carpentry 
 

Yes U.S. Department of Labor, BAT 
(Bureau of Apprenticeship and 
Training) Journey Person Level or 
www.doleta.gov/bat/index.htm
NCCER (National Center for 
Construction Education and Research)  
Wheels of Learning Curriculum or 
www.nccer.org
Masonry Institute of Tennessee 

Chemistry of Cosmetology Yes 
Tennessee Cosmetology Instructor 
License 

Yes 
 

Tennessee State Board of Cosmetology 
www.state.tn.us/commerce/boards/cos
mo 

Collision Repair Technology 
• Collision Repair: Non 

Structural 
• Collision Repair: 

Structural 
Collision Repair: Painting & 
Refinishing 

Yes 
ASE (Automotive Service Excellence) in 
courses taught. 
• Painting & Refinishing 
• Structural Damage & Repair 
• Non-Structural Damage & Repair 
• Plastics and Adhesives 
 

 

Yes ASE (Automotive Service Excellence) 
www.asecert.org 

Computer Aided Drafting 
Advanced Computer Aided 
Drafting 

Yes 
ADDA (American Design and Drafting 
Association) 

Yes ADDA (American Design Drafting 
Association  www.adda.org 
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Course Name Teacher Certification Student 
Certification 
Available 

Certifying Agency 

Computer Operating 
Systems and Hardware 

Yes 
A+ or CISCO 

Yes CompTIA (Computing Technology 
Industry Association)  A-Plus 
Certification www.comptia.org 

Concrete I 
 
Concrete II 
 
Masonry I 
 
Masonry II 
 

 

Yes 
U.S. Department of Labor, BAT (Bureau 
of Apprenticeship and Training) Journey 
Person Level Concrete or Masonry 
or 
NCCER (National Center for 
Construction Education and Research)  
Wheels of Learning Curriculum - 
Concrete or Masonry 
 

Yes U.S. Department of Labor, BAT 
(Bureau of Apprenticeship and 
Training) Journey Person Level or 
www.doleta.gov/bat/index.htm
NCCER (National Center for 
Construction Education and Research)  
Wheels of Learning Curriculum or 
www.nccer.org
Masonry Institute of Tennessee 

Construction Core Yes 
U.S. Department of Labor, BAT (Bureau 
of Apprenticeship and Training) Journey 
Person Level in any construction area 
or 
NCCER (National Center for 
Construction Education and Research)  
Wheels of Learning Curriculum 
 

Yes  
U.S. Department of Labor, BAT 
(Bureau of Apprenticeship and 
Training) Journey Person Level or 
www.doleta.gov/bat/index.htm
NCCER (National Center for 
Construction Education and Research)  
Wheels of Learning Curriculum 
www.nccer.org
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Course Name Teacher Certification Student 
Certification 
Available 

Certifying Agency 

Culinary Arts I, II, & III Yes 
ServSafe Food Safety Instructor or 
National Registry of Food Safety 
Professionals or 
CCE Culinary Chef Educator 

Yes 
ServSafe or 
National 
Registry of 
Food Safety 
Professionals 
or 
CCE Culinary 
Chef Educator

ServSafe Food Safety (National 
Restaurant Association) or 
National Registry of Food Safety 
Professionals or 
CCE Culinary Chef Educator  

Design Principles of 
Cosmetology 

Yes 
Tennessee Cosmetology Instructor 
License 

 Tennessee State Board of Cosmetology 
www.state.tn.us/commerce/boards/cos
mo 

Diesel Equipment 
Technology 
• Diesel: Brake 

Systems 
• Diesel: Suspension & 

Steering 
• Diesel: 

Electrical/Electronics 
• Diesel: Preventive 

Maintenance 
• Diesel : Engines 

Yes 
ASE (Automotive Service Excellence) in 
courses taught. 
• Brakes 
• Steering & Suspension 
• Electrical/Electronics 
• Preventive Maintenance 
• Engines 

Yes ASE (Automotive Service Excellence)  
www.asecert.org 
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Course Name Teacher Certification Student 
Certification 
Available 

Certifying Agency 

Electrical I 
 
Electrical II 

Yes 
U.S. Department of Labor, BAT 
(Bureau of Apprenticeship and 
Training) Journey Person Level 
Electrical 
or 
NCCER (National Center for 
Construction Education and Research)  
Wheels of Learning Curriculum - 
Electrical 
 

Yes U.S. Department of Labor, BAT 
(Bureau of Apprenticeship and 
Training) Journey Person Level or 
www.doleta.gov/bat/index.htm 
NCCER (National Center for 
Construction Education and Research)  
Wheels of Learning Curriculum or 
www.nccer.org 
Tennessee Electrician License 

Heating, Ventilation, Air 
Conditioning, and 
Refrigeration (HVAC) I 
 
Heating, Ventilation, Air 
Conditioning, and 
Refrigeration (HVAC) II 

Yes 
U.S. Department of Labor, BAT 
(Bureau of Apprenticeship and 
Training) Journey Person Level 
Electrical, Plumbing & Pipfitting, 
HVACR 
or 
NCCER (National Center for 
Construction Education and Research)  
Wheels of Learning Curriculum - 
HVACR or Electrical 
 

Yes U.S. Department of Labor, BAT 
(Bureau of Apprenticeship Training) 
Journey Person Level or 
www.doleta.gov/bat/index.htm
NCCER (National Center for 
Construction Education and Research)  
Wheels of Learning Curriculum or 
www.nccer.org 
RSES (Refrigeration Service Engineers 
Society) or 
www.rses.org
 or NATE (North American Technician 
Excellence) 
www.natex.org  
www.natex.org/curriculum.htm 
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Course Name Teacher Certification Student 
Certification 
Available 

Certifying Agency 

Information Technology 
Foundations 

Yes 
At or NetPlus or CIW or CISCO 

No CompTIA (Computing Technology 
Industry Association)  A-Plus 
Certification Or 
CompTIA (Computing Technology 
Industry Association)  Net-Plus 
Certification 

Introduction to Aerospace Yes 
FAA (Federal Aviation Administration) 
Ground School Instructor Certification 

No FAA (Federal Aviation Administration) 
Ground School Instructor Certification 

Networking  Yes 
NetPlus or CISCO 

Yes CompTIA (Computing Technology 
Industry Association)  Net-Plus 
Certification www.comptia.org 

Plumbing I 
 
Plumbing II  
 

Yes 
U.S. Department of Labor, BAT 
(Bureau of Apprenticeship and 
Training) Journey Person Level 
Plumbing or Pipe Fitting 
or 
NCCER (National Center for 
Construction Education and Research)  
Wheels of Learning 

Yes U.S. Department of Labor, BAT 
(Bureau of Apprenticeship and 
Training) Journey Person Level or 
www.doleta.gov/bat/index.htm
NCCER (National Center for 
Construction Education and Research)  
Wheels of Learning Curriculum 
www.nccer.org

Principles of Cosmetology Yes 
Tennessee Cosmetology Instructor 
License 
 

Yes 
 

Tennessee State Board of Cosmetology 
www.state.tn.us/commerce/boards/cos
mo 

Theory of Flight Yes 
FAA (Federal Aviation Administration) 
Ground School Instructor Certification 

No FAA (Federal Aviation Administration) 
Ground School Instructor Certification 
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Course Name Teacher Certification Student 
Certification 
Available 

Certifying Agency 

Web Site I – Foundations 
Web Page Design II – Site 
Designer 
Web Page Design III - 
eCommerce 

Yes 
Web Site I – Foundations. 
CIW Associate Foundation Certification  
Web Page Design II-Site Designer, 
CIW Site Designer 
Web Page Design III – eCommerce, 
CIW eCommerce Designer 
 

Yes CIW (Certified Internet Webmaster) 
www.computerprep.com 
Web Site I – Foundations. 
CIW Associate Foundation 
Certification  
Web Page Design II-Site Designer, 
CIW Site Designer 
Web Page Design III – eCommerce, 
CIW eCommerce Designer 
*See footnote. 
 

 
*"Individuals with this endorsement would have three years from the school year they begin teaching this course (including that school year) to obtain required 

industry certification.  This would be true regardless of whether the person taught all three years consecutively or not.  For Example: If a teacher begins 
teaching Information Technology Infrastructure in the school year 2003-04, doesn't teach it in 2004-05 or 2005-06, but resumes teaching it in 2006-07, at that 
time, he/she would have to have the industry certification. Footnote from The Correlation of Course and Endorsement Codes document. 

 
* For the unedited and most up-to-date version of this Trade and Industry Certification List, visit Tennessee’s Trade and Industry Education website at 

www.tennessee.gov/education/voced/ti under “industry certification.” 
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Validity of License 
 
The apprentice occupational education license shall be valid for five years, except that 
when a teacher becomes employed in a Tennessee public school, the license shall be 
valid until the teacher has been employed three years at the apprentice level. 
 
Please note that the above addresses Trade and Industry (including Health Science), and 
does not address academic licensing requirements for areas such as Marketing and 
Agriculture.  Academic licenses require bachelor’s degree from accredited college or 
university, completion of a teacher education program, student teaching and completion 
of testing requirements.  Please see the “Licensing” section (pages 46-52) for the 
differences between “Occupational” and “Professional” Teaching Licenses. 
 
* The state maintains a vocational education website.  The address is www.tennessee.gov/ 

education/vehompg.htm. Visit the site for answers to specific requirements. 
 
* “Teach Tennessee” is a state-sponsored program that helps individuals transition from a math or science 

degree into teaching.  For more information on this resource, read under the “Career to Teaching” Tab 
(pages 86-87) in this handbook. 
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Tennessee Technology Centers 
 
Tennessee Technology Centers are spread throughout the state and offer a variety of 
vocational programs.  Some common programs offered include automotive technology, 
electrical engineering, plumbing, and more.  These programs could serve as a starting 
point for “Trade and Industry” teaching opportunities. 
 
Athens 
www.athens.tec.tn.us 
P O Box 848 
1635 Vo-Tech Drive 
Athens, TN 37371  
(423) 744-2814 
 
Chattanooga 
www.chattanoogastate.edu/industrial 
_technology/intmain.asp 
4501 Amnicola Highway 
Chattanooga, TN 37406  
(423) 697-4433  
 
Covington 
www.covington.tec.tn.us 
1600 Highway 51 South 
P O Box 249 
Covington, TN 38019  
(901) 475-2526  
 
Crossville 
www.crossville.tec.tn.us 
P.O. Box 2959 
Crossville, TN 38555 
(931) 484-7502 
 
Crump 
www.crumpttc.edu 
3070 Highway 64 West 
Crump, TN 38327  
(731) 632-3393 
 
Dickson 
www.dickson.tec.tn.us 
740 Highway 46 
Dickson, TN 37055 
(615) 441-6220 
 

Elizabethton 
www.elizabethton.tec.tn.us 
P O Box 789 
Elizabethton, TN 37643 
Street address: 
426 Highway 91 
Elizabethton, TN 37643  
(423) 543-0070  
 
Harriman 
www.harriman.tec.tn.us 
P O Box 1109 
Harriman, TN 37748 
Street address: 
1745 Harriman Highway 
Harriman, TN 37748  
(865) 882-6703  
 
Hartsville 
www.hartsville.tec.tn.us 
716 McMurry Boulevard 
Hartsville, TN 37074 
(615) 374-2147  
 
Hohenwald 
www.hohenwald.tec.tn.us 
813 West Main Street 
Hohenwald, TN 38462  
(931) 796-5351 
 
Jacksboro 
www.jacksboro.tec.tn.us 
P.O. Box 419 
Jacksboro, TN 37757  
(423) 566-9629 
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Jackson 
www.jackson.tec.tn.us 
2468 Technology Center Drive 
Jackson, TN 38301  
Phone: (731) 424-0691  
 
Jackson/Lexington 
www.lexington.tec.tn.us 
230 South Broad 
Lexington, TN 38351  
(731) 967-1795  
 
Knoxville 
web.utk.edu/~litstudy/ttckhome.htm 
1100 Liberty Street 
Knoxville, TN 37919 
(865) 546-5567  
 
Livingston 
www.livingston.tec.tn.us 
740 High Tech Drive 
P O Box 219 
Livingston, TN 38570  
(931) 823-5525  
 
McKenzie 
www.mckenzie.tec.tn.us 
16940 Highland Drive 
P O Box 427 
McKenzie, TN 38201  
(731) 352-5364  
 
McMinnville 
www.mcminnville.tec.tn.us 
241 Vo-Tech Drive 
McMinnville, TN 37110  
(931) 474-TECH  (5587) 
  
Memphis 
www.memphis.tec.tn.us 
550 Alabama Avenue 
Memphis, TN 38105  
(901) 543-6100  
 
 
 

Morristown 
www.morristown.tec.tn.us/index.html 
821 West Louise Avenue 
Morristown, TN 37813 
(423) 586-5771  
 
Murfreesboro 
www.murfreesboro.tec.tn.us 
1303 Old Fort Parkway 
Murfreesboro, TN 37129 
(615) 898-8010 
 
Nashville 
www.nashville.tec.tn.us 
100 White Bridge Road 
Nashville, TN 37129 
(615) 425-5500  
 
Newbern 
www.newbern.tec.tn.us 
340 Washington Street 
Newbern, TN 38059  
(731) 627-2511  
 
Oneida/Huntsville 
www.huntsville.tec.tn.us 
355 Scott High Drive 
Huntsville, TN 37756  
(423) 663-4900  
 
Paris 
www.paris.tec.tn.us 
312 South Wilson Street 
Paris, TN 38242  
(731) 644-7365  
 
Pulaski 
www.pulaski.tec.tn.us 
P O Box 614 
1233 East College Street 
Pulaski, TN 38478  
(931) 424-4014  
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Ripley 
127 Industrial Drive 
North Industrial Park 
Ripley, TN 38063  
(731) 635-3368  
 
Shelbyville 
www.shelbyville.tec.tn.us/main.htm 
1405 Madison Street 
Shelbyville, TN 37160  
(931) 685-5013  
 

Whiteville 
www.whiteville.tec.tn.us 
P O Box 489 
Whiteville, TN 38075  
(731) 254-8521 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 
* For the most current list of Tennessee Technology Centers, visit the Tennessee Board of Regent’s web 

site at www.tbr.state.tn.us. 

- 40 - 



Teaching Requirements 

Exam Requirements: 
 
In addition to meeting educational requirements, Tennessee requires that academic (and 
many vocational) teachers take the PRAXIS I and PRAXIS II examinations.     
 
 

PRAXIS I Overview 
 
The PRAXIS I exam is a general knowledge test that is required before the PRAXIS II 
will be administered. It is also required before entering into a teacher preparation 
program (i.e. usually before one’s third college year). The exam is delivered as a single 
testing session.  

• The combined test will consist of four separately timed sections: Reading, 
Mathematics, Multiple-choice Writing, and Essay Writing.  

• Individual scores will be reported for Reading, Mathematics, and Writing. 
• The testing session for the combined test is set for 4 1/2 hours. 
• The exam is available computer and paper-based. For testing centers that offer 

them in each format, visit Educational Testing Service’s website (listed at the 
bottom of this section). 

 
 

PRAXIS II Overview 
 
PRAXIS II: Subject Assessment tests measure knowledge of specific subjects that K-12 
educators will teach as well as general and subject-specific teaching skills and 
knowledge. There are Subject Assessments, Principles of Learning and Teaching (PLT) 
Tests and Teaching Foundations Tests. Passing a PRAXIS II test within a specific subject 
is commonly referred to as being “endorsed.” Under the No Child Left Behind Act 
(NCLB), a teacher must be endorsed in every subject that he/she teaches. For example, if 
a science teacher teaches Biology I, Biology II and Chemistry, he or she needs to be 
endorsed in Biology and Chemistry.  The PRAXIS II exams are available in both paper 
and computer-based forms.  

Educational Testing Services provides numerous tests within and beyond the PRAXIS 
series. Only certain exams from the PRAXIS series qualify for Tennessee licensure. The 
following table lists PRAXIS II exams deemed suitable for determining “highly 
qualified” status in the state of Tennessee under NCLB. No Child Left Behind applies to 
teachers in the grades K-12. Early childhood teachers who teach only PRE-K do not need 
to meet the requirements. In addition to the PRAXIS II exams listed, a Principles of 
Learning and Teaching (PLT) exam is required for the grade-level(s) you expect to teach. 
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Licensure Area 
Required Test Name(s) and Code(s) 

Passing 
Score 

Art K-12 
Art: Content Knowledge (133) 
OR 
Art Education (130) 

 
150 
 
530 

Biology 7-12 
 Biology: Content Knowledge (235) 

OR 
Biology (230) 
OR  
Biology: Content Knowledge (231) 

 
148 
 
420 
 
146 

Chemistry 7-12 
Chemistry: Content Knowledge (245) 
OR 
Chemistry (240) 
OR 
Chemistry: Content Knowledge (241) 

 
152 
 
400 
 
136 

Early Childhood PK-4 
Elementary Education: Content Knowledge (014) 
OR 
Education in the Elementary School (010) 
OR 
Elementary Education: Curriculum, Instruction & Assessment 
OR 
NTE Core Battery: General Knowledge (510) 
AND 
NTE Core Battery: Communication Skills (500) 
 
Reading Only: 
Reading Across the Curriculum (201) 
OR 
Elementary Education: Content Knowledge- Part 1 (014) 

 
140 
 
520 
 
159 
 
647 
 
651 
 
 
151 
 
140 

Earth Science 7-12 
Earth Science: Content Knowledge (571) 
OR 
Earth/Space Science (570) 
OR 
General Science: Content Knowledge- Part 1 (431) 

 
146 
 
470 
 
145 

Economics 7-12 
Economics (910) 
OR 
Social Studies (010) 

 
530 
 
490 
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Licensure Area 
Required Test Name(s) and Code(s) 

Passing 
Score 

Elementary Education K-6 
Choice of:
Elementary Education: Content Knowledge (014) 
Education in the Elementary School (010) 
Elementary Education: Curriculum, Instruction & Assessment (011) 
Middle School: Content Knowledge (146) 
NTE Core Battery: General Knowledge (510) 
NTE Core Battery: Communication Skills (500) 
 
Reading Only: 
Reading Across the Curriculum (201) 
OR  
Elementary Education: Content Knowledge (014) 

 
 
140 
520 
159 
150 
647 
651 
 
 
151 
 
140 

English 7-12 
English Language, Literature, Composition: Content Knowledge 
(041) 
OR 
English Language and Literature 

 
151 
 
 
510 

English as a Second Language 
English as a 2nd Language (360) 

 
530 

French 
French: Content Knowledge (173) 
OR 
French (170) 

 
160 
 
520 

Geography 7-12 
Geography (920) 
OR 
Social Studies (080) 

 
580 
 
490 

German 
German: Content Knowledge (181) 
OR 
German (180) 

 
149 
 
470 

Government and Civics 7-12 
Government/Political Science (930) 
OR 
Social Studies 

 
600 
 
490 

History K-12 
World & US History (941) 
OR 
World & US History (940) 
OR  
Social Studies (080) 

 
136 
 
520 
 
490 

Latin 
Latin (600) 

 
540 
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Licensure Area 
Required Test Name(s) and Code(s) 

Passing 
Score 

Mathematics 7-12 
Mathematics: Content Knowledge (061) 
OR  
Mathematics (060) 

 
136 
 
540 

Middle Grades 7-8 
All Subjects 
Middle School: Content Knowledge (146) 
 
English/Language Arts Only 
Middle School English Language Arts (049) 
 
Mathematics Only 
Middle School Mathematics (069) 
 
Science Only 
Middle School Science (439) 
OR 
General Science: Content Knowledge- Part 1 (431) 
OR 
General Science: Content Knowledge- Part 2 (432) 
 
Social Studies Only 
Middle School Social Studies (089) 
OR  
Social Studies (080) 
 
Reading Only 
Reading Across the Curriculum (151) 

 
 
150 
 
 
145 
 
 
143 
 
 
135 
 
145 
 
136 
 
 
140 
 
490 
 
 
151 

Music K-12 
Music: Content Knowledge (113) 
OR 
Music Education (110) 

 
150 
 
480 

Physical Science 7-12 
Choice of: 
Chemistry: Content Knowledge (245) 
Chemistry (240) 
Chemistry: Content Knowledge (241) 
Physics: Content Knowledge (265) 
Physics (260) 
Physics: Content Knowledge (261) 
General Science: Content Knowledge- Part 1 (431) 
General Science: Content Knowledge- Part 2 (432) 

 
 
152 
400 
136 
144 
400 
124 
145 
136 
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Licensure Area 
Required Test Name(s) and Code(s) 

Passing 
Score 

Physics 7-12 
Physics: Content Knowledge (265) 
OR 
Physics (260) 
OR 
Physics: Content Knowledge (261) 

 
144 
 
400 
 
124 

 
 
* For more information on required exams for specific teaching areas and “highly qualified” teachers, visit 

Tennessee’s education website at tennessee.gov/education/lic/nte.shtml. 
 
* For more specific testing center information, visit Educational Testing Service at www.ets.org/praxis. 
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Licensing: 
 
What follows is a summary of the types of Tennessee Teaching Licenses. License 
descriptions and classifications are expected to change slightly in Fall 2007. For the latest 
information on licensing, visit Tennessee’s website at www.tennessee.gov/education/lic.  
 

I. Alternative Teacher Licenses  

a. Type A 

b. Type C 

c. Type E 

II. Apprentice Teacher Licenses  

III. Professional Teacher Licenses  

IV. Out-of-State Teacher Licenses  

V. Interim Type B Teacher Licenses  

VI. Interim Type D Teacher License 

VII. Occupational Education Licenses 

VIII. Apprentice Special Group License/Professional School 

School Guidance Counselor (Grades Pre-K-12)  

School Psychologist (Grades PreK-12)  

School Social Worker (Grades PreK-12) 
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I. Alternative License: 
An Alternative License is not a full teaching license. It is issued at the request of the 
superintendent/director of schools of a Tennessee school district to an individual who is 
employed while still completing specific licensure requirements. The license is issued for 
one school year at a time and always expires on August 31 following the academic school 
year for which it is issued. 
 
a. Alternative License Type A  
The Alternative License Type A is issued to an individual who holds a Bachelor's degree 
from a regionally accredited institution of higher education with an academic major in the 
endorsement area sought. A superintendent/director of schools in Tennessee must sign a 
statement of intent to employ the applicant and must provide a mentor for the applicant 
during the first two years of teaching.  
 
If the applicant's transcripts do not reflect an academic major in the area of endorsement 
sought, he/she must be admitted to an approved teacher preparation program and obtain a 
written statement signed by the Certification Officer at the college/university verifying 
that the applicant has satisfied all coursework in the subject area component of the 
approved program.  
 
Then Alternative License Type A is available in all initial licensure endorsement areas. 
All persons seeking an Alternative License Type A in the areas of elementary and middle 
grades education must be admitted to an approved teacher preparation program and must 
have made adequate academic progress as prescribed by the college/university prior to 
the issuance of the Alternative License Type A. An individual may not be issued an 
Alternative License Type A more than three times. This includes initial issuance plus a 
limit of two renewals.  
 
To renew this license, one must be officially admitted to an approved teacher preparation 
program. His/her areas of deficiency must be identified on a program of studies signed by 
the Certification Officer at the college/university, and the applicant must earn six 
semester/nine quarter hours of credit in these areas of deficiency each year for renewal. 
Once an applicant has met all the deficiencies as outlined by the college/university, that 
institution can recommend the individual for a full Tennessee teacher license. 
 
b. Alternative License Type C: 
The Alternative License Type C may be issued to an individual who holds at least a 
Bachelor's degree from a regionally accredited institution of higher education in the 
teaching field or related field. The applicant must be accepted into an approved 
Alternative C licensure program at one of the participating Tennessee higher education 
institutions. The applicant must also complete an intensive summer program at the 
university prior to becoming employed on an Alternative License Type C.  
 
The Alternative C licensure program requires very close coordination between the 
university and the employing Tennessee school district. Once employed, the candidate 
must be assigned a mentor by the employing school district. The mentor shall provide 
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support to the candidate during the first year of teaching and participate with the 
candidate in a university seminar at the end of the year. The Alternative License Type C 
is available in all endorsement areas for which the college/university offers approved 
programs. 
 
c. The Alternative License Type E: 
The alternative License Type E was developed to offer an alternative route to teacher 
licensure for individuals choosing to enter the teaching profession as a second career. An 
individual with at least a Bachelor's Degree from a regionally accredited 
college/university may be employed on an Alternative License Type E for up to three 
years while completing 24 semester hours of professional education coursework to 
advance to a full Tennessee license. An applicant is eligible for the Alternative License 
Type E if it can be documented that he or she has met the required knowledge and skills 
in the specific endorsement area. 
 
Certain areas such as School Administrator, School Counselor, School Psychologist, 
Library Information Specialist, and Speech/Language Pathologist may not be issued an 
Alternate License type E without an acceptable Master's degree. The Alternative License 
Type E may be issued for all initial licensure endorsement areas except for Elementary 
Education and Middle Grades Education. NOTE: Applicants already holding a full 
academic Tennessee license are not eligible for the Alternative License Type E License, 
as it is designed to assist with initial licensure, not with additional endorsements.  
 
An Alternative Type License Type E is issued for the duration of one school year at a 
time and always expires on the August 31 following the academic school year of its 
issuance. An individual may not be issued an Alternative License Type E more than three 
times. This includes initial issuance plus two renewals. 
 
II. Apprentice Teacher License: 
The Apprentice Teacher License is a full Tennessee teacher license issued to an educator 
who has completed an approved teacher preparation program. It is valid for five years 
and is renewable. The holder of an Apprentice License has five years in which to teach 
three years in a Tennessee public or state-accredited non-public school. Once the 
Apprentice License is used for three years in an approved Tennessee school (public 
school or non-public school that has adopted the state evaluation model), it is no longer 
valid. At the end of the three years of teaching, the school system must submit evidence 
of a positive local evaluation for the license holder to advance to the Professional License 
(Teacher).  
 
If the Apprentice License is not used for three years in an approved Tennessee school, it 
remains valid for the duration of the five-year validity period. It may be renewed every 
five years if it is not used for employment in an approved Tennessee school by meeting 
renewal requirements 
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III. Professional License: 
The Professional License is a full teacher license issued to the holder of an Apprentice 
Teacher License or Out-of-State Teacher License who has accrued a minimum of three 
years of acceptable experience in an approved Tennessee school and has received a 
positive local evaluation from an approved Tennessee school (a public or non-public 
school that has adopted the state evaluation model).  
 
The three years of acceptable teaching experience can be a combination of in-state/out-
of-state experience, but the last year must be completed in an approved Tennessee school 
to participate in the local evaluation process to be eligible to advance to the Professional 
License.  
 
The Professional License is valid for ten years and is renewable by meeting renewal 
requirements. 
 
IV. Out-of-State Teacher License 
Earning a Tennessee Teacher License by Attending a College/University outside 
Tennessee Hurricane Relief -Special Instructions: 
 
If you completed teacher licensure requirements in another state, you must submit an out-
of-state teacher license application packet in order to apply for a Tennessee teacher 
license.  
 
Download an application for an Out-of-State Teacher License or call (615) 532-4885 to 
request the form be mailed to you. The application form also includes a list of regulations 
and guidelines regarding issuance of the license.  
 
Please follow the steps as outlined on the application form: 

1. Complete Part I regarding personal information.  
 
2. Part II refers to the Praxis Series Exams (formerly known as the National Teachers 

Exams or NTE).  If you were fully certified/licensed in another state before July 1, 
1984 you MAY be exempt from the Praxis exams requirement for your initial license 
provided a comparable teaching endorsement area is offered in Tennessee.  

 
Please attach a copy of your out-of-state license showing the issue date. If you are 
unable to locate a copy of your license showing the issue date prior to July 1, 1984, 
you may download a verification form to send to the state department of education in 
that state. If you hold a current VALID license from another state, please enclose a 
copy. You MAY be exempt from testing. 
 
If you do not meet the exemption criterion, you may be required to take tests for 
Tennessee. Acceptable score reports must be submitted directly from the 
college/university (Designated Institution Score Report) or directly from Education 
Testing Services (ETS). Testing requirements are subject to change. (Testing exam 
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changes take effect on September 1st each year) Please call the Tennessee Office of 
Teacher Licensing (615) 532-4885 prior to signing up for any of the Praxis exams. 

 
To request an official copy of Praxis score(s) reports contact:  
The Praxis Series  
Educational Testing Service  
P.O. Box 6051  
Princeton, New Jersey 08541-6051  
(609) 771-7395  

 
3. Part III indicates whether you have one or more years of teaching experience in 

another state. If you do have experience, you must document it on an experience 
verification form. THIS FORM MUST BE SIGNED BY AN OFFICIAL FROM THE 
CENTRAL OFFICE OF THE SCHOOL SYSTEM(S) WHERE YOU TAUGHT. The 
form(s) should be returned to you and attached to your application.  

 
4. Part IV requests official copies of college/university transcripts and a 

recommendation from the college or university with an approved teacher preparation 
program. All applicants must provide official transcripts from all institutions 
attended. Please ask your college/university to send a transcript to you for inclusion 
with your application. Unsolicited transcripts received by this office are returned. The 
Certification Officer or the Dean of Education at the institution where you completed 
your teacher preparation program should complete Part IV. The authorized official 
should return the completed form to you, along with the required transcripts.  

 
PLEASE NOTE: If you have taught 3 years out of the last 7 years in a K-12 school 
outside of Tennessee, you may be eligible for a Tennessee License based upon our 
agreement with a reciprocal state. The Certification Officer would not be required to 
complete Part IV in that case.  
 
Note: Please attach all required documentation listed above and submit in a single packet 
to the Tennessee Office of Teacher Licensing.  Contact information is located in the 
reference section in the back of the handbook. All incomplete packets will be returned to 
the applicant with instructions as to which items are missing. This will result in delaying 
the issuance of your Tennessee teaching license. 
 
V. Interim License Type B:  
The Interim License Type B is issued at the request of a superintendent/director of a 
Tennessee school district to an applicant who meets all Tennessee licensure requirements 
except for completion of the required Praxis Series Exams. An Interim License Type B is 
issued for one school year at a time and always expires on the August 31 following the 
academic school year for which it is issued. An individual may not be issued an Interim 
License Type B more than two times. This includes initial issuance plus one renewal.  
This is not the preferred method of licensing because under “No Child Left Behind” 
provisions, it does not meet the requirements for “highly qualified”. This license is 
mostly used for education majors who are completing a semester of student teaching. 
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Download Application for Interim License Type B or call (615) 532-4885 to request an 
application be mailed to you. The application form also includes a list of regulations and 
guidelines regarding issuance of the license. 
 
VI. Interim License Type D: 
The Interim License Type D is similar to a Type B with the exception that it is designed 
to compliment a “5th year” education program.  For example, an education student at the 
University of Tennessee at Knoxville would hold this type of license while conducting a 
one-year internship, taking place after his fourth year in the school’s education program.   
 
VII. Occupational Education Licenses: 
An Apprentice Occupational Education License may be issued to individuals who meet 
requirements in the areas: Health Science OR Trade and Industry 
Current Occupational Education Endorsement Areas and Endorsement Codes: 
 
Aircraft Maintenance (512)  
Automotive Technology (508)  
Aviation Ground School (594)  
Carpentry (522)  
Collision Repair Technology (507)  
Concrete/Masonry (524)  
Cosmetology (561)  
Culinary Arts (562)  
Diesel Equipment Technology (581)  
Drafting/CAD (531)  
Electricity (523)  
Electronic Media (597)  

Graphic Communications (543)  
Health Science/Occupations (577)  
HVACR (598)  
Jobs for Tennessee Grads (591)  
Legal and Protective Services (590)  
Leisure Craft Technology (568)  
Manufacturing Technology (596)  
Other T and I (586)  
Plumbing (527)  
Radio/TV Broadcasting (576)  
Technology Infrastructure (595)  
Welding and Cutting (584) 

 
The Health Science educator must document three years of full-time successful 
employment within the past five years in a state approved health care facility: (ex: 
hospital, nursing home, rehab center, dental or medical office, home health, day surgery 
center etc.). He/she must also have an associate or higher degree and hold current 
licensure or certification in an allied health occupation, or current licensure as a 
registered nurse in Tennessee. 
 
The Trade and Industry educator must document a minimum of five years of appropriate 
and current work experience during the past eight years in the field for which application 
is made. He/she must also be a high school graduate or the equivalent as determined by 
the General Education Development (GED) test.  Additional field-related certifications 
may be required as well. 
 
The Cosmetology educator must also hold current licensure to instruct in Tennessee as 
issued by the respective state licensing board in addition to the other requirements for 
Trade and Industry educators. 
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Download the application for the Apprentice Occupational Education License or call 
(615) 532-4885 to request the forms be mailed to you. The application form also includes 
a list of regulations and guidelines regarding issuance. Qualifications including 
experience and educational preparation shall be reviewed by the staff of the Office of 
Teacher Licensing. Once an application has been reviewed and approved, the Apprentice 
Occupational Education License will be issued.  
 
Note: The Apprentice Occupational Education License is only valid for three years of 
teaching in a Tennessee public or state accredited private school.  
 
Advancing to the Professional Occupational Education License, valid for a ten year 
period, requires an evaluation of the candidate's knowledge and skills by an approved 
university to determine what specific coursework will be required for advancement. This 
evaluation must be scheduled by the applicant as soon as the Apprentice Occupational 
Education License is received in order to complete the required coursework within the 
three year period that the license is valid. 
 
 
VIII. Apprentice Special Group License/Professional School Service Personnel 
License 
Certain endorsement areas for educators in Tennessee are issued on a separate license 
called an Apprentice Special Group License. These areas are:  
 

• School Guidance Counselor (Grades Pre-K-12)  
• School Psychologist (Grades PreK-12)  
• School Social Worker (Grades PreK-12)  

 
An individual who qualifies for initial licensure with one of these endorsement areas is 
issued an Apprentice Special Group License which is valid for five years.  
 
After completing a minimum of three years of experience on the Apprentice Special 
Group license in that endorsement area (with at least the last year completed in a an 
approved Tennessee public or non-public school that has adopted the state evaluation 
model), the individual is eligible to advance to the Professional School Service Personnel 
License. The Professional School Service Personnel License is issued for a ten year 
period and may be renewed by meeting the same requirements as the Professional 
License (Teacher) renewal. 
 
If the Apprentice Special Group License is not used in an approved Tennessee public or 
non-public school, it remains valid for the duration of the five-year validity period and 
may be renewed by meeting the same renewal requirements as the Apprentice Teacher 
License renewal. 
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Understanding the application process is crucial to finding a desired position.  The 
application process must be completed for all counties in which employment is sought. 
Therefore, if you are seeking a position in either Davidson or Rutherford County, you 
must apply at both Boards of Education to be considered for positions available in both 
counties. Another job search aspect that is important to understand is that filling out the 
proper paperwork and submitting it to the Board of Education will not automatically get 
you a teaching position.  You must search and inquire about positions as they are posted 
on the state and county websites.  The following is a general summary of the application 
process as it occurs in Davidson, Rutherford, Wilson and Trousdale counties. Also 
included is a directory of all schools, public and private, in those counties.  
 
For the most up-to-date list and contact information for Tennessee K-12 schools, visit 
Tennessee’s Education website at www.k-12.state.tn.us/sde and click on “By Selected 
District” under “Schools”. 
 
 

Davidson County: 
Board of Education  
2601 Bransford Avenue 
Nashville, TN 37204  
(615) 259-INFO (4636) 
 
 
Public School Teaching Application Process: 
 
1. The first step to finding a position is to submit an online application and “online 

interview” to the Davidson County Board of Education. (Online application available 
at: www.mnps.org/Page13.aspx after clicking on “Employment Application- All 
Positions.” You will need to set up an online account.)  

2. Within one or two business days, a confirmation e-mail will be sent to you. 
3. Now it’s time to look for new postings at www.mnps.org, Metropolitan Nashville 

Public School’s website- the same website that supports the online applications.  
Vacancies will be listed under the Human Resources link. Also, you may want to visit 
www.k-12.state.tn.us/teachtn. This website is updated by the state and gives current 
information for all counties in Tennessee.  

4. When you pinpoint a desired position, a resume could be sent to the school requesting 
an interview.  At that time, the principal can request the application and interview 
information from the Board of Education’s Human Resource Department. 

5. If offered the position by Human Resources, a criminal background check and 
fingerprinting should be scheduled at this time.  The total cost is $56- twenty-five 
dollars upfront and thirty-one will be taken out of the first paycheck. 

 
For Davidson County, visit Metropolitan Nashville Public Schools’ website at 
www.mnps.org. This site will provide information about county-specific regulations and 
initiatives that may be important considerations when selecting a public school system.   
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Substitute Teaching: 
 
Substitute teaching can be a useful way to learn about the schools in the county while 
allowing the principals to get to know you. In this way, substituting can lead to full-time 
teaching positions once all full-time teaching requirements have been met. See the 
“Teaching Requirements” Tab in this handbook (pages 21-52) for more information on 
those requirements.  
 
For Davidson County, a potential substitute teacher must complete a TB skin test, be 
finger printed, and attend an orientation/screening.  Also, an application, references, and 
a college transcript (60 college hours) must be on file with the Human Resources 
Department at the Board of Education. Information on substitute teaching is available on 
the Metropolitan Nashville Public Schools’ website (mentioned above). 
 

Alex Green Elementary 
3921  Lloyd  Road 
Whites Creek, TN 37189 
Phone: (615) 876-5105 
Grades: K,1,2,3,4 
 
Amqui Elementary 
www.nashville-schools. 
davidson.k12.tn.us/amqui/Pages/index.html 
319  Anderson  Lane 
Madison, TN 37115 
Phone: (615) 612-3678 
Fax: (615) 612-3684 
Grades: PK,K,1,2,3,4 
 
Andrew Jackson Elementary 
ajelementary.com 
110  Shute  Lane 
Old Hickory, TN 37138 
Phone: (615) 847-7317 
Fax: (615) 847-7336 
Grades: K,1,2,3,4 
 
Antioch High School 
www.nashville-schools. 
davidson.k12.tn.us/antiochhigh/index.htm 
1900  Hobson  Pike 
Antioch, TN 37013 
Phone: (615) 641-5400 
Grades: 9,10,11,12 
 
 
 

Antioch Middle School 
www.nashville.k12.tn.us/antiochmid/AM
Shome_html.html 
5050 Blue Hole Road 
Antioch, TN 37013 
Phone: (615) 333-5642 
Grades: 5,6,7,8 
 
Apollo Middle School 
631  Richards  Road 
Antioch, TN 37013 
Phone: (615) 333-5025 
Grades: 5,6,7,8 
 
Bailey Middle School 
www.nashville.k12.tn.us/Baileyms/index.html 
2000  Greenwood  Avenue 
Nashville, TN 37206 
Phone: (615) 262-6670 
Grades: 5,6,7,8 
 
Baxter Alternative Learning 
Center 
3515  Gallatin  Road 
Nashville, TN 37216 
Phone: (615) 650-5381 
Fax: (615) 650-5381 
Grades: 7,8,9,10,11,12 
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Bellevue Middle School 
655  Colice  Jeanne Road 
Nashville, TN 37221 
Phone: (615) 662-3000 
Grades: 5,6,7,8 
 
Bellshire Elementary Design 
Center 
1128 Bell Grimes Lane 
Nashville, TN 37207 
Phone: (615) 860-1452 
Grades: K,1,2,3,4 
 
Bordeaux Elementary Enhanced 
Option 
1910 South Hamilton Road 
Nashville, TN 37218 
Phone: (615) 291-6355 
Grades: PK,K,1,2,3,4 
 
Brick Church Middle School 
www.nashville-schools.davidson. 
k12.tn.us/BrickChurch/index.html 
2835 Brick Church Pike 
Nashville, TN 37207 
Phone: (615) 262-6665 
Fax: (615) 262-6966 
Grades: 5,6,7,8 
 
Brookmeade Elementary 
www.brookmeade.net 
1015  Davidson  Drive 
Nashville, TN 37205 
Phone: (615) 353-2000 
Grades: K,1,2,3,4 
 
Buena Vista Elementary Enhanced 
Option 
1531 9th Avenue North 
Nashville, TN 37208 
Phone: (615) 291-6762 
Grades: PK,K,1,2,3,4 
 
 
 
 

Caldwell Enhanced Option 
401  Meridian  Street 
Nashville, TN 37207 
Phone: (615) 291-6361 
Grades: PS,K,1,2,3,4 
 
Cameron Middle School 
www.nashville-schools. 
davidson.k12.tn.us/cameron/index.html 
1034 1st Avenue South 
Nashville, TN 37210 
Phone: (615) 291-6365 
Fax: (615) 291-6357 
Grades: 5,6,7,8 
 
Carter Lawrence Elementary 
Magnet 
1118 12th Avenue South 
Nashville, TN 37203 
Phone: (615) 291-7333 
Fax: (615) 291-6315 
Grades: PK,K,1,2,3,4 
 
Chadwell Elementary 
321  Port  Drive 
Madison, TN 37115 
Phone: (615) 860-1459 
Grades: K,1,2,3,4 
 
Charlotte Park Elementary 
www.480annex.org/address.htm 
480 Annex Avenue 
Nashville, TN 37209 
Phone: (615) 353-2006 
Grades: K,1,2,3,4 
 
Cockrill Elementary 
www.fortunecity.com/victorian/stilllife/6 
4701  Indiana  Avenue 
Nashville, TN 37209 
Phone: (615) 298-8075 
Grades: PK,K,1,2,3,4 
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Cohn Alternative Learning Center 
www.nashville-schools. 
davidson.k12.tn.us/ALC/cohn.html 
4805  Park  Avenue 
Nashville, TN 37209 
Phone: (615) 298-6633 
Grades: 9,10,11,12 
 
Cole Elementary 
www.cole.davidson.k12tn.net 
5060 Colemont  Drive 
Antioch, TN 37013 
Phone: (615) 333-5043 
Fax: (615) 333-5659 
Grades: K,1,2,3,4 
 
Cora Howe Elementary 
1928 Greenwood Avenue 
Nashville, TN 37206 
Phone: (615) 262-6675 
Grades: PK,K,1,2,3,4 
 
Cotton Elementary 
1033 West Greenwood Avenue 
Nashville, TN 37206 
Phone: (615) 262-6981 
Grades: K,1,2,3,4 
 
Crieve Hall Elementary 
498  Hogan Road 
Nashville, TN 37220 
Phone: (615) 333-5059 
Grades: K,1,2,3,4 
 
Croft Middle Design Center 
www.croftms.mnps.org/site7.aspx 
482 Elysian Fields Road 
Nashville, TN 37211 
Phone: (615) 332-0217 
Grades: 5,6,7,8 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Cumberland Elementary 
mnps.org/AssetFactory.aspx?did=999 
4247  Cato  Road 
Nashville, TN 37218 
Phone: (615) 291-6370 
Fax: (615) 209-6099 
Grades: K,1,2,3,4 
 
Dalewood Middle School 
1460  McGavock  Pike 
Nashville, TN 37216 
Phone: (615) 262-6680 
Grades: 5,6,7,8 
 
Dan Mills Elementary 
www.nashville.k12.tn.us/DanMills/index.htm 
4106  Kennedy  Avenue 
Nashville, TN 37216 
Phone: (615) 262-6677 
Grades: K,1,2,3,4 
 
Dodson Elementary 
4401 Chandler Road 
Hermitage, TN 37076 
Phone: (615) 885-8806 
Grades: PK,K,1,2,3,4 
 
Donelson Middle School 
110  Stewarts  Ferry Pike 
Nashville, TN 37214 
Phone: (615) 884-4080 
Grades: 5,6,7,8 
 
Dupont Elementary 
dupontelementary.com 
1311  9th  Street 
Old Hickory, TN 37138 
Phone: (615) 847-7305 
Grades: K,1,2,3,4 
 
Dupont Hadley Middle School 
1901 Old Hickory Boulevard 
Old Hickory, TN 37138 
Phone: (615) 847-7300 
Grades: 5,6,7,8 
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Dupont Tyler Middle School 
431  Tyler  Drive 
Hermitage, TN 37076 
Phone: (615) 885-8827 
Grades: 5,6,7,8 
 
Eakin Elementary 
www.eakinschool.org 
2500 Fairfax Avenue 
Nashville, TN 37212 
Phone: (615) 298-8076 
Fax: (615) 298-8497 
Grades: PK,K,1,2,3,4 
 
East Literature Magnet  
110 Gallatin Road 
Nashville, TN 37206 
Phone: (615) 262-6947 
Grades: 5,6,7,8,9,10,11,12 
 
Ewing Park Middle School 
3410  Knight  Road 
Nashville, TN 37207 
Phone: (615) 876-5115 
Grades: 5,6,7,8 
 
Fall-Hamilton Elementary 
Enhanced Option 
510  Wedgewood  Avenue 
Nashville, TN 37203 
Phone: (615) 291-6380 
Grades: PK,K,1,2,3,4 
 
Gateway Elementary 
www.nashville.k12.tn.us/gateway/Home.htm 
1524 Monticello Avenue 
Madison, TN 37115 
Phone: (615) 860-1465 
Fax: (615) 860-1469 
Grades: K,1,2,3,4 
 
Glencliff Comp High School 
160  Antioch  Pike 
Nashville, TN 37211 
Phone: (615) 333-5070 
Grades: 9,10,11,12 

Glencliff Elementary 
120  Antioch  Pike 
Nashville, TN 37211 
Phone: (615) 333-5105 
Grades: K,1,2,3,4 
 
Glendale Elementary School 
800 Thompson Avenue 
Nashville, TN 37204 
Phone: (615) 279-7970 
Grades: PK,K,1,2,3,4 
 
Glengarry Elementary 
200  Finley  Drive 
Nashville, TN 37217 
Phone: (615) 360-2900 
Grades: K,1,2,3,4 
 
Glenn Elementary Enhance Option 
School 
322 Cleveland Street 
Nashville, TN 37206 
Phone: (615) 262-6682 
Grades: PK,K,1,2,3,4 
 
Glenview Elementary 
3701 Belmont Boulevard 
Nashville, TN 37215 
Phone: (615) 298-8418 
Grades: K,1,2,3,4 
 
Goodlettsville Elementary 
www.nashville.k12.tn.us/Good_Elem 
514  Donald  Street 
Goodlettsville, TN 37072 
Phone: (615) 859-8950 
Fax: (615) 859-8965 
Grades: K,1,2,3,4 
 
Goodlettsville Middle School 
300 Main  Street 
Goodlettsville, TN 37072 
Phone: (615) 859-8956 
Fax: (615) 859-8961 
Grades: 5,6,7,8 
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Gower Elementary 
650 Old Hickory Boulevard 
Nashville, TN 37209 
Phone: (615) 353-2012 
Fax: (615) 353-2021 
Grades: PK,K,1,2,3,4 
 
Gra-Mar Middle School 
575  Joyce Lane 
Nashville, TN 37216 
Phone: (615) 262-6685 
Grades: 5,6,7,8 
 
Granbery Elementary 
5501  Hill  Road 
Brentwood, TN 37027 
Phone: (615) 333-5112 
Grades: K,1,2,3,4 
 
H G Hill Middle School 
150 Davidson Road 
Nashville, TN 37205 
Phone: (615) 353-2020 
Fax: (615) 353-1159 
Grades: 5,6,7,8 
 
Harpeth Valley Elementary 
7840 Learning Lane 
Nashville, TN 37221 
Phone: (615) 662-3015 
Grades: K,1,2,3,4 
 
Harris Hillman Special 
1706 26th Avenue South 
Nashville, TN 37212 
Phone: (615) 298-8085 
Grades: PK-12 
 
Haynes Health/ Medical Science 
Design Center 
510 West Trinity Lane 
Nashville, TN 37207 
Phone: (615) 262-6688 
Grades: 5,6,7,8 
 
 

Haywood Elementary 
3790  Turley  Drive 
Nashville, TN 37211 
Phone: (615) 333-5118 
Grades: K,1,2,3,4 
 
Head Middle Mathematics / 
Science Magnet 
www.headmagnetms.mnps.org/site8.aspx 
1830 Jo Johnston Avenue 
Nashville, TN 37203 
Phone: (615) 329-8160 
Fax: (615) 321-8389 
Grades: 5,6,7,8 
 
Henry Maxwell Elementary School 
5535 Blue Hole Road 
Antioch, TN 37013 
Phone: (615) 333-7180 
Fax: (615) 333-7183 
Grades: K,1,2,3,4 
 
Hermitage Elementary 
3800  Plantation  Drive 
Hermitage, TN 37076 
Phone: (615) 885-8838 
Grades: K,1,2,3,4 
 
Hickman Elementary 
112 Stewarts Ferry Pike 
Nashville, TN 37214 
Phone: (615) 884-4020 
Grades: PK,K,1,2,3,4 
 
Hillsboro Comprehensive High 
School 
www.hillsborohs.com 
3812  Hillsboro Road 
Nashville, TN 37215 
Phone: (615) 298-8400 
Grades: 9,10,11,12 
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Hillwood Comprehensive High 
School 
400  Davidson  Road 
Nashville, TN 37205 
Phone: (615) 353-2025 
Grades: 9,10,11,12 
 
Hull Jackson Montessori Magnet 
1015  Kellow  Street 
Nashville, TN 37208 
Phone: (615) 291-6601 
Grades: PK,PS,K,1,2,3,4 
 
Hume Fogg Magnet High School 
700 Broadway 
Nashville, TN 37203 
Phone: (615) 291-6300 
Grades: 9,10,11,12 
 
Hunters Lane Comprehensive High 
School 
1150  Hunters  Lane 
Nashville, TN 37207 
Phone: (615) 860-1401 
Grades: 9,10,11,12 
 
Inglewood Elementary 
1700  Riverside  Drive 
Nashville, TN 37216 
Phone: (615) 262-6697 
Grades: K,1,2,3,4 
 
Isaac Litton Middle School 
4601  Hedgewood  Drive 
Nashville, TN 37216 
Phone: (615) 262-6700 
Grades: 5,6,7,8 
 
J. E. Moss Elementary 
4701  Bowfield  Drive 
Antioch, TN 37013 
Phone: (615) 333-5200 
Grades: K,1,2,3,4 
 
 
 

Jere Baxter Middle School 
350  Hart  Lane 
Nashville, TN 37216 
Phone: (615) 262-6710 
Grades: 5,6,7,8 
 
Joelton Elementary 
7141 Whites Creek Pike 
Joelton, TN 37080 
Phone: (615) 876-5110 
Grades: K,1,2,3,4 
 
Joelton Middle School 
3500 Old Clarksville Pike 
Joelton, TN 37080 
Phone: (615) 876-5100 
Grades: 5,6,7,8 
 
John B Whitsitt Elementary 
110 Whitsitt Road 
Nashville, TN 37211 
Phone: (615) 333-5600 
Grades: PK,K,1,2,3,4 
 
John Early Paideia Middle Magnet 
www.paideia.org/content.php/training/schlsalp.htm 
1000 Cass Street 
Nashville, TN 37208 
Phone: (615) 291-6369 
Grades: 5,6,7,8 
 
John F. Kennedy Middle School 
2087 Hobson Pike 
Antioch, TN 37013 
Phone: (615) 501-7900 
Grades: 6,7,8 
 
John Overton Comp High School 
www.johs.org 
4820  Franklin  Road 
Nashville, TN 37220 
Phone: (615) 333-5135 
Fax: (615) 333-5141 
Grades: 9,10,11,12 
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John T. Moore Middle School 
www.jtmoore.org/index.html 
4425  Granny  White Pike 
Nashville, TN 37204 
Phone: (615) 298-8095 
Fax: (615) 298-8452 
Grades: 5,6,7,8 
 
Jones Paideia Magnet 
3230 Brick Church Pike 
Nashville, TN 37207 
Phone: (615) 258-1053 
Fax: (615) 258-1079 
Grades: K,1,2,3,4 
 
Julia Green Elementary 
www.juliagreen.org 
3500  Hobbs  Road 
Nashville, TN 37215 
Phone: (615) 298-8082 
Fax: (615) 783-2814 
Grades: K,1,2,3,4 
 
K I P P: Academy Nashville 
www.kippacademynashville.org/default.aspx 
123 Douglas Avenue 
Nashville, TN 37207 
Phone: (615) 406-8239 
Grades: 5 
 
Kirkpatrick Elementary Enhanced 
Option 
1000  Sevier  Street 
Nashville, TN 37206 
Phone: (615) 262-6708 
Grades: PK,K,1,2,3,4 
 
Lakeview Elementary Design 
Center 
455 Rural Hill Road 
Nashville, TN 37217 
Phone: (615) 360-2912 
Grades: K,1,2,3,4,5 
 
 

Lockeland Elementary Design 
Center 
www.lockelandes.mnps.org/site71.aspx 
105 South 17th Street 
Nashville, TN 37206 
Phone: (615) 258-1330 
Grades: PK,1,2,3,4 
 
Madison School 
300 Old Hickory Blvd West 
Madison, TN 37115 
Phone: (615) 612-2545 
Fax: (615) 612-2546 
Grades: K-12 
 
Maplewood Comp High School 
401 Walton Lane 
Nashville, TN 37216 
Phone: (615) 262-6770 
Grades: 9,10,11,12 
 
Margaret Allen Montessori Middle 
Magnet School 
500  Spence  Lane 
Nashville, TN 37210 
Phone: (615) 291-6385 
Grades: 5,6,7,8 
 
Martha Vaught Middle School 
160  Rural  Avenue 
Nashville, TN 37209 
Phone: (615) 353-2081 
Grades: 5,6,7,8 
 
Martin Luther King Jr. Magnet- 
Pearl High School 
www.mlkmagnet.mnps.org/site15.aspx 
613 17th Avenue North 
Nashville, TN 37203 
Phone: (615) 329-8400 
Fax: (615) 329-8163 
Grades: 7,8,9,10,11,12 
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May Werthan Shayne Elementary 
School 
6217 Nolensville Road 
Nashville, TN 37211 
Phone: (615) 332-3020 
Grades: PK,K,1,2,3,4 
 
Mc Cann Alternative Learning 
Center 
1300 56th Avenue North 
Nashville, TN 37209 
Phone: (615) 298-8090 
Grades: K,1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8 
 
Mc Kissack- Creswell Professional 
Development School 
915 38th Avenue North 
Nashville, TN 37209 
Phone: (615) 329-8170 
Fax: (615) 329-8183 
Grades: PK,1,2,3,5,6,7,8 
 
McGavock Comp High School 
3150  McGavock  Pike 
Nashville, TN 37214 
Phone: (615) 885-8850 
Grades: 9,10,11,12 
 
McGavock Elementary 
275  McGavock  Pike 
Nashville, TN 37214 
Phone: (615) 885-8912 
Grades: K,1,2,3,4 
 
McMurray Middle School 
520  McMurray  Drive 
Nashville, TN 37211 
Phone: (615) 333-5126 
Grades: 5,6,7,8 
 
Meigs Magnet Middle School 
713 Ramsey Street 
Nashville, TN 37206 
Phone: (615) 271-3222 
Grades: 5,6,7,8 
 

Mt. View Elementary 
3820  Murfreesboro  Road 
Antioch, TN 37013 
Phone: (615) 641-9393 
Grades: K,1,2,3,4,5 
 
Murphy Alternative Learning 
Center 
www.nashville-schools.davidson. 
k12.tn.us/ALC/murphy.html 
2000 Murphy Avenue 
Nashville, TN 37203 
Phone: (615) 329-8410 
Fax: (615) 329-8409 
Grades: 5,6,7,8,9,10,11,12 
 
Murrell Special Education 
1450 14th Avenue, South 
Nashville, TN 37212 
Phone: (615) 298-8070 
Grades: K,1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8,9,10 
 
Napier Elementary Enhancement 
Option 
60  Fairfield  Avenue 
Nashville, TN 37210 
Phone: (615) 291-6400 
Grades: PK,K,1,2,3,4 
 
Nashville School Of The Arts 
www.nashvilleschoolofthearts.com/ 
1250 Foster Avenue 
Nashville, TN 37210 
Phone: (615) 291-6600 
Fax: (615) 271-1767 
Grades: 9,10,11,12 
 
Neely's Bend Elementary 
1300 Neely's Bend Road 
Madison, TN 37115 
Phone: (615) 860-1471 
Grades: K,1,2,3,4 
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Neely's Bend Middle School 
1251 Neely's Bend Road 
Madison, TN 37115 
Phone: (615) 860-1477 
Grades: 5,6,7,8 
 
Norman Binkley Elementary 
4700 West Longdale Drive 
Nashville, TN 37211 
Phone: (615) 333-5037 
Grades: K,1,2,3,4 
 
Old Center Elementary 
1325 Dickerson Pike South 
Goodlettsville, TN 37072 
Phone: (615) 859-8968 
Grades: K,1,2,3,4 
 
Paragon Mills Elementary 
260  Paragon  Mills Road 
Nashville, TN 37211 
Phone: (615) 333-5170 
Grades: K,1,2,3,4 
 
Park Avenue Elementary 
Enhanced Option 
3703  Park  Avenue 
Nashville, TN 37209 
Phone: (615) 298-8412 
Grades: PK,K,1,2,3,4 
 
Pearl Cohn Magnet High School 
www.pearlcohnhs.org 
904  26th Avenue North 
Nashville, TN 37208 
Phone: (615) 329-8150 
Fax: (615) 329-8151 
Grades: 9,10,11,12 
 
Pennington Elementary 
2817 Donna Hill Drive 
Nashville, TN 37214 
Phone: (615) 885-8918 
Grades: PK,K,1,2,3,4 
 
 

Percy Priest Elementary 
www.percypriest.org/index.php 
1700  Otter  Creek Road 
Nashville, TN 37215 
Phone: (615) 298-8416 
Fax: (615) 463-2126 
Grades: K,1,2,3,4 
 
Robert E. Lilliard @ Kings Lane 
Design Center 
3200  Kings  Lane 
Nashville, TN 37218 
Phone: (615) 876-5126 
Grades: K,1,2,3,4 
 
Rose Park Math/ Science Middle 
Magnet 
1025 9th Avenue South 
Nashville, TN 37203 
Phone: (615) 291-6405 
Grades: 5,6,7,8 
 
Rosebank Elementary 
1012  Preston  Drive 
Nashville, TN 37206 
Phone: (615) 262-6720 
Grades: K,1,2,3,4 
 
Ross Elementary 
601  McFerrin  Avenue 
Nashville, TN 37206 
Phone: (615) 262-6721 
Grades: PK,K,1,2,3,4 
 
Ruby Major Elementary School 
5141 John Hager Road 
Hermitage, TN 37076 
Phone: (615) 232-2203 
Grades: K,1,2,3,4 
 
Shwab Elementary 
1500  Dickerson  Road 
Nashville, TN 37207 
Phone: (615) 262-6725 
Grades: PK,K,1,2,3,4 
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Smithson Craighead Academy 
3307 Brick Church Pike 
Nashville, TN 37207 
Phone: (615) 228-9886 
Fax: (615) 228-9799 
Grades: K,1,2,3,4 
 
Stanford Elementary Montessori 
Design Center 
2417  Maplecrest  Drive 
Nashville, TN 37214 
Phone: (615) 885-8822 
Grades: PK,PS,K,1,2,3,4 
 
Stratford Comp High School 
1800  Stratford  Avenue 
Nashville, TN 37216 
Phone: (615) 262-6730 
Grades: 9,10,11,12 
 
Stratton Elementary 
310 Old Hickory Boulevard West 
Madison, TN 37115 
Phone: (615) 860-1486 
Grades: K,1,2,3,4 
 
Sylvan Park Paideia Design Center 
www.sylvanparkschool.org 
4801  Utah  Avenue 
Nashville, TN 37209 
Phone: (615) 298-8423 
Fax: (615) 292-5154 
Grades: K,1,2,3,4 
 
Thomas A. Edison Elementary 
School 
6130 Mt. View Road 
Antioch, TN 37013 
Phone: (615) 501-8800 
Grades: PK,K,1,2,3,4,5 
 
Tom Joy Elementary 
2201  Jones  Avenue 
Nashville, TN 37207 
Phone: (615) 262-6724 
Grades: K,1,2,3,4 

Tulip Grove Elementary 
441  Tyler  Drive 
Hermitage, TN 37076 
Phone: (615) 885-8944 
Grades: K,1,2,3,4 
 
Tusculum Elementary 
4917  Nolensville  Road 
Nashville, TN 37211 
Phone: (615) 333-5179 
Grades: K,1,2,3,4 
 
Two Rivers Middle School 
2991  McGavock  Pike 
Nashville, TN 37214 
Phone: (615) 885-8931 
Grades: 5,6,7,8 
 
Una Elementary 
2018 Murfreesboro Road 
Nashville, TN 37214 
Phone: (615) 360-2921 
Grades: K,1,2,3,4 
 
W. A. Bass Middle School 
www.mnps.org/AssetFactory.aspx?did=4446 
5200  Delaware  Avenue 
Nashville, TN 37209 
Phone: (615) 298-8065 
Grades: 5,6,7,8 
 
Warner Elementary Enhanced 
Option School 
626  Russell  Street 
Nashville, TN 37206 
Phone: (615) 291-6395 
Grades: PK,K,1,2,3,4 
 
West End Middle School 
3529 West End Avenue 
Nashville, TN 37205 
Phone: (615) 298-8425 
Grades: 5,6,7,8 
 
 
 

- 63 - 



Teaching as a Career 

Westmeade Elementary 
www.westmeade.net 
6641  Clearbrook  Drive 
Nashville, TN 37205 
Phone: (615) 353-2066 
Grades: K,1,2,3,4 
 
Wharton Arts Middle Magnet 
School 
1625 Dr. D.B. Todd, Jr. Boulevard 
Nashville, TN 37208 
Phone: (615) 329-8180 
Grades: 5,6,7,8 
 
Whites Creek Comp High School 
7277  Old  Hickory Boulevard 
Whites Creek, TN 37189 
Phone: (615) 876-5132 
Grades: 9,10,11,12 
 

William Henry Oliver Middle 
School 
6211 Nolensville Road 
Nashville, TN 37211 
Phone: (615) 332-3011 
Grades: 5,6,7,8 
 
Wright Middle School 
180  McCall  Street 
Nashville, TN 37211 
Phone: (615) 333-5189 
Grades: 5,6,7,8 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Private Schools:  
 
Private schools often have different hiring criteria than public schools.  It may be that the 
school prefers a bachelor’s degree in the content area to be taught and will require only a 
minimal amount of teaching education courses.  Some private schools are accredited by 
the Southern Association of Colleges and Schools (SACS).  For more information about 
those schools and their regulations, visit www.sacs.org.  The application process also 
varies between schools. Typically, the school itself has an application that must be 
completed in addition to submission of a resume.  The only way to be certain of 
application process and hiring criteria is to contact the school itself. 
 
Also, supplemental requirements may vary among private schools.  For example, private 
faith-based schools may require previous coursework in religious doctrine.  Private 
rehabilitation schools may require a background in rehabilitative therapy.   
 
Abintra Montessori School 
www.abintra.org/default.asp 
914 Davidson Drive 
Nashville, TN 37205 
Phone: (615) 352-4317 
Grades: PK,K,1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8,9 
 
 
 
 

Abundant Life Christian Academy 
5207 Linbar Drive, Ste. 712 
Nashville, TN 37211 
Phone: (615) 837-3209 
Grades: PK,K,1,2,3,4,5,6,7 
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Akiva School 
809 Percy Warner Boulevard 
Nashville, TN 37205 
Phone: (615) 356-1880 
Grades: K,1,2,3,4,5,6,7 
 
Ascension Lutheran School 
610 West Old Hickory Boulevard 
Madison, TN 37115 
Phone: (615) 868-7980 
Grades: K,1,2,3,4,5,6 
 
Born Again Christian Academy 
858 West Trinity Lane 
Nashville, TN 37207 
Phone: (615) 228-2120 
Fax: (615) 228-1430 
Grades: PK,K 
 
Cedarcreek Schoolhouse Academy 
2803 Foster Avenue 
Nashville, TN 37210 
Phone: (615) 833-0745 
Grades: K-12 
 
Children First, A Montessori 
Community 
www.childrenfirstmontessori.org 
3420 Belmont Boulevard 
Nashville, TN 37215 
Phone: (615) 292-8151 
Grades: K 
 
Children's House Of Nashville 
Montessori 
3404 Belmont Boulevard 
Nashville, TN 37215 
Phone: (615) 298-5647 
Grades: PK,K 
 
Children's World Learning Center 
10 Knoll Place 
Nashville, TN 37211 
Phone: (615) 331-4110 
Grades: PK,K 
 

Christ Presbyterian Academy 
2323-A Old Hickory Boulevard 
Nashville, TN 37215 
Phone: (615) 373-9550 
Fax: (615) 370-0884 
Grades: K-12 
 
Christ The King School 
www.ctk.org/school/index.htm 
3105 Belmont Boulevard 
Nashville, TN 37212 
Phone: (615) 292-9465 
Grades: K,1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8 
 
Community High School 
www.communityhighschool.com 
145 Thompson Lane 
Nashville, TN 37211 
Phone: (615) 248-8206 
Fax: (615) 248-8762 
Grades: 9,10,11,12 
 
David Lipscomb Campus School 
dlcs.lipscomb.edu 
3901 Granny White Pike 
Nashville, TN 37204 
Phone: (615) 269-1828 
Grades: K-12 
 
Davidson Academy 
1414 Old Hickory Boulevard 
Nashville, TN 37207 
Phone: (615) 860-5300 
Fax: (615) 868-7918 
Grades: PK-12 
 
Dede Wallace Residential 
Treatment Services 
315 Hospital Drive 
Madison, TN 37115 
Phone: (615) 460-4273 
Grades: 6,7,8,9,10,11,12 
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Donelson Christian Academy 
dcanet.org 
300 Danyacrest Drive 
Nashville, TN 37214 
Phone: (615) 883-2926 
Grades: K-12 
 
Ensworth School 
www.ensworth.com 
211 Ensworth Avenue 
Nashville, TN 37205 
Phone: (615) 383-0661 
Fax: (615) 269-4840 
Grades: K,1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8 
 
Ezell-Harding Christian School 
ezellharding.com 
574 Bell Road 
Antioch, TN 37013 
Phone: (615) 367-0532 
Grades: PK-12 
 
F.H. Jenkins Elementary 
814 Youngs Drive 
Nashville, TN 37207 
Phone: (615) 228-8827 
Grades: 1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8 
 
Father Ryan High School 
www.fatherryan.org 
700 Norwood Drive 
Nashville, TN 37204 
Phone: (615) 383-4200 
Fax: (615) 383-9056 
Grades: 9,10,11,12 
 
Franklin Road Academy 
www.frapanthers.com 
4700 Franklin Road 
Nashville, TN 37220 
Phone: (615) 832-8845 
Grades: PK-12 
 
 
 
 

Genesis Academy 
www.genesislearn.org 
430 Allied Drive 
Nashville, TN 37211 
Phone: (615)832-4222 
Fax: (615) 832-4577 
Grades: K-12 
 
Goodpasture Christian School 
619 Due West Avenue 
Madison, TN 37115 
Phone: (615) 868-2600 
Grades: PK-12 
 
Harding Academy 
www.hardingacademy.org 
170 Windsor Drive 
Nashville, TN 37205 
Phone: (615) 356-5510 
Fax: (615) 356-0441 
Grades: K,1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8 
 
Harpeth Hall School 
www.harpethhall.org 
3801 Hobbs Road 
Nashville, TN 37215 
Phone: (615) 297-9543 
Fax: (615) 297-0480 
Grades: 5,6,7,8,9,10,11,12 
 
Hermitage Hall 
1220 8th Avenue South 
Nashville, TN 37203 
Phone: (615) 742-3000 
Grades: K-12 
 
Holy Rosary Academy 
www.holyrosary.edu 
190 Graylynn Drive 
Nashville, TN 37214 
Phone: (615) 883-1108 
Fax: (615) 885-5100 
Grades: K,1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8 
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Institute Of Learning Research 
3808 Clarksville Highway 
Nashville, TN 37218 
Phone: (615) 333-3773 
Grades: N 
 
Lighthouse Christian School 
5100 Blue Hole Road 
Antioch, TN 37013 
Phone: (615) 331-6286 
Grades: K-12 
 
Madison Academy 
www.madisonacademy.com 
100 Academy Road 
Madison, TN 37115 
Phone: (615) 865-4055 
Fax: (615) 865-4117 
Grades: 9,10,11,12 
 
Madison Campus Elementary 
School 
www.madisoncampus.org/mce 
1515 Sutherland Drive 
Madison, TN 37115 
Phone: (615) 865-4575 
Fax: (615) 612-4409 
Grades: K,1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8 
 
Martin Academy 
324 Pocono Road 
Nashville, TN 37013 
Phone: (615) 366-0667 
Grades: 5,6,7,8,9,10,11,12 
 
Metro Christian School 
www.mcaeagles.com 
730 Neelys Bend Road 
Madison, TN 37115 
Phone: (615) 868-6674 
Grades: K-12 
 
 
 
 
 

Montessori Centre 
4608 Granny White Pike 
Nashville, TN 37220 
Phone: (615) 373-0897 
Grades: K 
 
Montgomery Bell Academy 
www.montgomerybell.com 
4001 Harding Road 
Nashville, TN 37205 
Phone: (615) 298-5514 
Fax: (615) 297-0271 
Grades: 7,8,9,10,11,12 
 
Nashville Academy 
900 South Douglas Avenue  
Nashville, TN 37204 
Phone: (615) 292-5010 
Grades: 9,10,11,12 
 
Nashville Christian School 
7555 Sawyer Brown Road 
Nashville, TN 37221 
Phone: (615) 356-5600 
Grades: PK-12 
 
National Center For Childhood 
Deafness & Family Communication 
Oral School- Deaf / Hard Of 
Hearing 
Room 6209 Medical Center East 
Nashville, TN 37232 
Phone: (615) 936-5262 
Grades: PK,K 
 
Oak Hill School 
www.oakhillschool.org 
4815 Franklin Road 
Nashville, TN 37220 
Phone: (615) 297-6544 
Fax: (615) 298-9555 
Grades: PK,K,1,2,3,4,5,6 
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Otter Creek Kindergarten 
5253 Granny White Pike 
Nashville, TN 37220 
Phone: (615) 373-0282 
Grades: K 
 
Our Savior Lutheran Academy  
Preschool 
www.oursaviorlcms.org/academy 
5110 Franklin Pike 
Nashville, TN 37220 
Phone: (615) 833-3779 
Fax: (615) 331-1123 
Grades: PK,K,1,2,3,4 
 
Overbrook School 
4210 Harding Road 
Nashville, TN 37205 
Phone: (615) 292-5134 
Grades: PK,PS,K,1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8 
 
Park Avenue Christian School 
4300 Park Avenue 
Nashville, TN 37209 
Phone: (615) 383-9681 
Grades: K,1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8 
 
Parthenon Academy Parthenon 
Pavilion 
2401 Parman Place 
Nashville, TN 37203 
Phone: (615) 342-4430 
Grades: 6,7,8,9,10,11,12 
 
Pioneer Christian Academy 
4479 Jackson Road 
Whites Creek, TN 37189 
Phone: (615) 876-7291 
Grades: K-12 
 
Psychiatric Hospital at Vanderbilt 
1601 23rd Avenue South 
Nashville, TN 37212 
Phone: (615) 320-7770 
Grades: PK-12 
 

Radnor Baptist Academy 
3112 Nolensville Road 
Nashville, TN 37211 
Phone: (615) 832-2004 
Grades: K-12 
 
Schrader Lane Child Care Center 
1234 Schrader Lane 
Nashville, TN 37208 
Phone: (615) 329-9830 
Grades: K 
 
St. Ann School 
www.saintannparish.com 
5105 Charlotte Avenue 
Nashville, TN 37209 
Phone: (615) 269-0568 
Fax: (615) 297-1383 
Grades: K,1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8 
 
St. Bernard Academy 
www.stbernardacademy.org 
2020 24th Avenue South 
Nashville, TN 37212 
Phone: (615) 385-0440 
Grades: K-12 
 
St. Edward School 
www.stedward.org/school/ses.htm 
190 Thompson Lane 
Nashville, TN 37211 
Phone: (615) 833-5770 
Fax: (615) 833-3738 
Grades: K,1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8 
 
St. Henry School 
www.sthenry.org/school/main.htm 
6401 Harding Road 
Nashville, TN 37205 
Phone: (615) 352-1328 
Fax: (615) 356-9293 
Grades: K,1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8 
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St. Paul Christian Academy Vanderbilt Childrens Hospital 
www.stpaulchristianacademy.org www.vanderbiltchildrens.com 
5035 Hillsboro Road 5102 Vanderbilt University Hospital 
Nashville, TN 37215 Nashville, TN 37232 
Phone: (615) 269-4751 Phone: (615) 343-4299 
Grades: K,1,2,3,4,5,6 Grades: K-12 
  
St. Vincent De Paul School Wallace Academy 
1704 Heiman Street 1101 6th Avenue North 
Nashville, TN 37208 Nashville, TN 37208 
Phone: (615) 320-1374 Phone: (615) 460-4100 
Fax: (615) 320-0722 Grades: K-12 
Grades: K,1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8  

Westminster School Of Nashville  
St.Cecilia Academy 111 North Wilson Boulevard 
www.stcecilia.edu Nashville, TN 37205 
4210 Harding Road Phone: (615) 269-0020 
Nashville, TN 37205 Grades: K,1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8 
Phone: (615) 298-4525  

Woodbine Christian Academy Grades: 9,10,11,12 
 2204 Foster Avenue 
St.Pius X School Nashville, TN 37210 
www.stpiusxschool.ik.org Phone: (615) 254-7588 
2750 Tucker Road Grades: K,1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8 
Nashville, TN 37218  
Phone: (615) 255-2049  
Grades: K,1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8  
  
TSU Early Learning Center  

 3500 John A. Merritt Boulevard 
 Nashville, TN 37209 
 Phone: (615) 963-5591 
 Grades: K 
  

Turn Around Center Gallatin  
 1300 Division Street 
 Nashville, TN 37203 
 Phone: (615) 613-0156 ext. 100 
 Grades: 7,8,9,10,11,12 
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Rutherford County: 
Board of Education 
2240 Southpark Boulevard 
Murfreesboro TN 37128 
(615) 893-5812 
 
 
Public School Teaching Application Process:  
 

1. The first step to finding a position is to submit an application, three letters of 
reference, transcripts, and PRAXIS exam scores to the Rutherford County Board 
of Education.  Although an online application is available on the county’s 
website, it is recommended that a paper application be filed with all of the above 
mentioned documents. 

2. Now it is time to monitor new job postings. Rutherford County maintains a school 
website specifically for the county. Visit that resource at www.rcs.k12.tn.us for 
more information.  Another useful website is www.k-12.state.tn.us/teachtn.  This 
website is updated by the state and gives current information for all counties in 
Tennessee.  

3. When a desired position is found, the applicant should call the school and request 
an interview with the principal. At the time of the interview, the principal will 
collect all of the above mentioned information from the Board of Education. 

4. If the teacher is selected for the position, a criminal background check is required 
at this time. Rutherford County pays for these background checks if the teacher 
works for 6 months.  If the teacher quits before that time, $56.00 is taken out of 
the teacher’s last paycheck. 

 
 
Substitute Teaching: 
 
Substitute teaching can be a useful way to learn about the schools in the county while 
allowing the principals to get to know you. In this way, substituting can lead to full-time 
teaching positions once all full-time teaching requirements have been met. See the 
“Teaching Requirements” Tab in this handbook (pages 21-52) for more information on 
those requirements.  
 
Rutherford County hires substitute teachers through a private company called Holland 
Employment Agency. The basic requirements include holding a high school diploma or 
GED and being at least 21 years of age. Drug screening, background check and 
fingerprinting are also required. Holland Employment is located at 1630 South Church 
Street (Suite 109) in Murfreesboro. They can also be contacted at (615) 278-2060. 
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Barfield Elementary 
www.bar.rcs.k12.tn.us 
350 Barfield- Crescent Road 
Murfreesboro, TN 37128 
Phone: (615) 904-3810 
Fax: (615) 904-3811 
Grades:K,1,2,3,4,5 
 
Blackman Elementary School 
www.ble.rcs.k12.tn.us 
586 Fortress Boulevard 
Murfreesboro, TN 37128 
Phone: (615) 904-3795 
Fax: (615) 904-3796 
Grades: K,1,2,3,4,5 
 
Blackman High School 
www.bhs.rcs.k12.tn.us 
3956 Blaze Drive 
Murfreesboro, TN 37128 
Phone: (615) 904-3850 
Fax: (615) 904-3851 
Grades: 9,10,11,12 
 
Blackman Middle School 
www.blm.rcs.k12.tn.us 
3945 Blaze Drive 
Murfreesboro, TN 37128 
Phone: (615) 904-3880 
Fax: (615) 904-3861 
Grades: 6,7,8 
 
Buchanan Elementary 
www.bes.rcs.k12.tn.us 
6050 Manchester Highway 
Murfreesboro, TN 37127 
Phone: (615) 893-3651 
Fax: (615) 893-6222 
Grades: K,1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Cedar Grove Elementary 
www.cge.rcs.k12.tn.us 
354 Chaney Road 
Smyrna, TN 37167 
Phone: (615) 904-3777 
Fax: (615) 904-3760 
Grades: PK,K,1,2,3,4,5 
 
Central Middle School 
www.cms.rcs.k12.tn.us 
701  East  Main Street 
Murfreesboro, TN 37130 
Phone: (615) 893-8262 
Fax: (615) 898-7964 
Grades: 6,7,8 
 
Christiana Elementary 
www.ces.rcs.k12.tn.us 
4701  Shelbyville  Highway 
Christiana, TN 37037 
Phone: (615) 896-0614 
Fax: (615) 896-3715 
Grades: PK,K,1,2,3,4,5 
 
Christiana Middle School 
www.chm.rcs.k12.tn.us 
4675 Shelbyville Pike 
Christiana, TN 37037 
Phone: (615) 904-3885 
Grades: 6,7,8 
 
Daniel McKee Alternative School 
www.rcs.k12.tn.us/rc/schools/daniel_mckee.htm 
2623  Halls  Hill Pike 
Murfreesboro, TN 37130 
Phone: (615) 890-2282 
Fax: (615) 898-7726 
Grades: 6,7,8,9,10,11,12 
 
David Youree Elementary 
www.dye.rcs.k12.tn.us 
250 Todd Lane 
Smyrna, TN 37167 
Phone: (615) 904-6775 
Fax: (615) 459-8138 
Grades: K,1,2,3,4,5 
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Eagleville School 
www.eag.rcs.k12.tn.us 
500  Highway  99 
Eagleville, TN 37060 
Phone: (615) 274-6336 
Fax: (615) 274-6859 
Grades: K-12 
 
Holloway High School 
www.hhs.rcs.k12.tn.us 
619 South  Highland Avenue 
Murfreesboro, TN 37130 
Phone: (615) 890-6004 
Fax: (615) 904-7508 
Grades: 9,10,11,12 
 
Homer Pittard Campus School 
www.hpc.rcs.k12.tn.us 
923 East Lytle Street 
MTSU Box 4 
Murfreesboro, TN 37130 
Phone: (615) 895-1030 
Fax: (615) 904-7502 
Grades: K,1,2,3,4,5,6 
 
John Colemon Elementary 
www.jcs.rcs.k12.tn.us 
100  Wise  Drive 
Smyrna, TN 37167 
Phone: (615) 459-2613 
Fax: (615) 459-0936 
Grades: PK,K,1,2,3,4,5 
 
Kittrell Elementary 
www.kes.rcs.k12.tn.us 
7801 Woodbury Highway 
Readyville, TN 37149 
Phone: (615) 893-7604 
Fax: (615) 459-0936 
Grades: PK,K,1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Lascassas Elementary 
www.les.rcs.k12.tn.us 
6300  Lascassas  Pike 
Lascassas, TN 37085 
Phone: (615) 893-0758 
Fax: (615) 893-1275 
Grades: K,1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8 
 
LaVergne High School 
www.lhs.rcs.k12.tn.us 
250 Wolverine Trail 
LaVergne, TN 37086 
Phone: (615) 904-3870 
Fax: (615) 904-3871 
Grades: 9,10,11,12 
 
LaVergne Middle School 
www.lms.rcs.k12.tn.us 
382 Stone River Road 
La Vergne, TN 37086 
Phone: (615) 904-3877 
Fax: (615) 904-3878 
Grades: 6,7,8 
 
La Vergne Primary 
www.lps.rcs.k12.tn.us 
220  Stones  River Road 
La Vergne, TN 37086 
Phone: (615) 793-3432 
Fax: (615) 793-5952 
Grades: PK,K,1,2 
 
Mc Fadden School Of Excellence 
www.mes.rcs.k12.tn.us 
221  Bridge  Avenue 
Murfreesboro, TN 37129 
Phone: (615) 893-7251 
Fax: (615) 898-7724 
Grades: K,1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8 
 
Oakland High School 
www.ohs.rcs.k12.tn.us 
2225 Patriot Drive 
Murfreesboro, TN 37130 
Phone: (615) 904-3780 
Grades: 9,10,11,12 
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Riverdale High School 
www.rhs.rcs.k12.tn.us 
802  Warrior  Drive 
Murfreesboro, TN 37128 
Phone: (615) 890-6450 
Fax: (615) 890-9790 
Grades: 9,10,11,12 
 
Rock Springs Elementary 
www.rse.rcs.k12.tn.us 
1000 Waldron Road 
La Vergne, TN 37086 
Phone: (615) 904-3820 
Fax: (615) 904-3821 
Grades: PK,K,1,2,3,4,5 
 
Rock Springs Middle School 
www.rsm.rcs.k12.tn.us 
3301 Rock Springs Road 
Smyrna, TN 37167 
Phone: (615) 904-3825 
Fax: (615) 904-3826 
Grades: 6,7,8 
 
Rockvale Elementary 
www.res.rcs.k12.tn.us 
6550  Hwy  99 
Rockvale, TN 37153 
Phone: (615) 904-3881 
Fax: (615) 904-3881 
Grades: PK,K,1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8 
 
Roy L Waldron Elementary 
www.rws.rcs.k12.tn.us 
125 Floyd Mayfield Drive 
La Vergne, TN 37086 
Phone: (615) 793-7738 
Fax: (615) 793-7797 
Grades: 3,4,5 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Rutherford County Adult High 
School 
2240 Southpark Drive #1 
Murfreesboro, TN 37128 
Phone: (615) 896-0876 
Fax: (615) 898-7985 
Grades: 9,10,11,12 
 
Siegel High School 
www.sgh.rcs.k12.tn.us 
3300 Siegel Drive 
Murfreesboro, TN 37129 
Phone: (615) 904-3800 
Fax: (615) 904-3801 
Grades: 9,10,11,12 
 
Siegel Middle School 
www.sim.rcs.k12.tn.us 
355 West Thompson Lane 
Murfreesboro, TN 37129 
Phone: (615) 904-3830 
Fax: (615) 904-3831 
Grades: 6,7,8 
 
Smyrna Elementary 
www.ses.rcs.k12.tn.us 
1001 Sam  Davis Road 
Smyrna, TN 37167 
Phone: (615) 459-6343 
Fax: (615) 459-0519 
Grades: K,1,2,3,4,5 
 
Smyrna High School 
www.shs.rcs.k12.tn.us 
100  Bulldog  Drive 
Smyrna, TN 37167 
Phone: (615) 904-3865 
Fax: (615) 904-3866 
Grades: 9,10,11,12 
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Smyrna Middle School Thurman Francis Elementary 
www.sms.rcs.k12.tn.us www.tfs.rcs.k12.tn.us 
712 Hazelwood Drive 221 Todd Lane 
Smyrna, TN 37167 P.O. Box 249 
Phone: (615) 904-3845 Smyrna, TN 37167 
Fax: (615) 459-0149 Phone: (615) 459-4128 
Grades: 6,7,8 Fax: (615) 459-7710 
 Grades: K,1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8 
Smyrna Primary  

Walter Hill Elementary www.sps.rcs.k12.tn.us 
www.whs.rcs.k12.tn.us 200 Walnut Street 
6309 Lebanon Road Smyrna, TN 37167 
Murfreesboro, TN 37129 Phone: (615) 459-3161 
Phone: (615) 893-8046 Fax: (615) 355-5609 
Fax: (615) 848-5272 Grades: PK,K,1,2,3,4,5 

 Grades: PK,K,1,2,3,4,5 
Smyrna West Alternative School  

Wilson Elementary School www.rcs.k12.tn.us/rc/schools/smyrna_west.ht 
12619 Old  Nashville Highway www.wes.rcs.k12.tn.us 
Smyrna, TN 37167 1545 Cutoff Road 
Phone: (615) 904-3856 Murfreesboro, TN 37129 
Fax: (615) 904-3857 Phone: (615) 904-3840 
Grades: 6,7,8,9,10,11,12 Fax: (615) 904-3841 
 Grades: K,1,2,3,4,5 
Stewartsboro Elementary  
www.ste.rcs.k12.tn.us  
10479 Old Nashville Highway  
Smyrna, TN 37167  
Phone: (615) 459-4272  
Fax: (615) 459-6249  
Grades: PK,K,1,2,3,4,5 
 
 
Private Schools 
 
Private schools often have different hiring criteria than public schools.  It may be that the 
school prefers a bachelor’s degree in the content area to be taught and will require only a 
minimal amount of teaching education courses.  Some private schools are accredited by 
the Southern Association of Colleges and Schools (SACS).  For more information about 
those schools and their regulations, visit www.sacs.org.  The application process also 
varies between schools. Typically, the school itself has an application that must be 
completed in addition to submission of a resume.  The only way to be certain of 
application process and hiring criteria is to contact the school itself. 
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Also, supplemental requirements may vary among private schools.  For example, private 
faith-based schools may require previous coursework in religious doctrine.  Private 
rehabilitation schools may require a background in rehabilitative therapy.   
 
Cedar Grove School 
1640 Lascassas Highway 
Murfreesboro, TN 37130 
Phone: (615) 895-9590 
Grades: N 
 
Franklin Road Christian School 
3124 Franklin Road 
Murfeeesboro, TN 37128 
Phone: (615) 890-0894 
Grades: K-12 
 
Genesis Rutherford Academy 
2320 Southgate Boulevard 
Murfreesboro, TN 37128 
Phone: (615) 895-1961 
Grades: 6,7,8,9,10,11,12 
 
Middle Tennessee Christian School 
www.mtcscougars.org 
100 East M T C S Road 
Murfreesboro, TN 37129 
Phone: (615) 893-0601 
Fax: (615) 895-8815 
Grades: PK,PS,K-12 
 
Murfreesboro Sda Elementary 
2815 Elam Road 
Murfreesboro, TN 37130 
Phone: (615) 896-9654 
Grades: 1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8 
 
Rutherford County Teen Learning 
Center by Kids First Foundation 
802 South Church Street 
Murfreesboro, TN 37130 
Phone: (615) 898-0051 
Fax: (615) 898-0554 
Grades: 6,7,8,9,10,11,12 
 

Rutherford County Community 
Learning Center 
www.rutherfordcounty.org/departments/Co
mmunity%20Learning.htm 
400 West Main Street 
Murfreesboro, TN 37130 
Phone: (615) 896-4501 
Fax: (615) 896-9537 
Grades: K-12 
 
St Rose Of Lima Church 
1601 N Tennessee Boulevard 
Murfreesboro, TN 37130 
Phone: (615) 898-0555 
Grades: K,1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8 
 
Stones River Academy by Kids 
First Foundation 
802 S. Church Street 
Murfreesboro, TN 37130 
Phone: (615) 848-0807 
Grades: K-12 
 
Sylvan Learning Center 1014 
610 W College Street 
Murfreesboro, TN 37130 
Phone: (615) 893-3542 
Grades: K-12 
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Wilson County: 
Department of Education 
351 Stumpy Lane 
Lebanon TN 37090 
(615) 444-3282  
 
 
Public School Teaching Application Process: 
 

1. The first step to finding a position is to submit an application to the Wilson 
County Board of Education.  Applications are available through the mail or by 
visiting the Board of Education at the address listed above. 

2. Now, it’s time to look for new postings on Wilson County School’s website at 
www.wcschools.com/Employment.htm. This website also provides information on 
qualifications for teaching in Wilson County. You may also visit Tennessee’s 
website at www.k-12.state.tn.us/teachtn for job openings. This website is updated 
by the state and gives current information for all counties in the state.  

3. When you locate a desired position, a resume should be sent to the school 
requesting an interview.  At that time, the principal can request the application 
and other relevant information from the board of education. 

4. If selected for the position by the principal, a criminal background check is 
required at this time.  The total cost is $56. 

 
 
Substitute Teaching: 
 
Substitute teaching can be a useful way to learn about the schools in the county while 
allowing the principals to get to know you. In this way, substituting can lead to full-time 
teaching positions once all full-time teaching requirements have been met. 
 
Wilson County requires a high school diploma or GED equivalent to substitute teach.  
Also, potential substitutes are required to attend a half-day seminar. Dates and times for 
these seminars are sent out after an application, references, and education background 
(high school, college, et cetera) paperwork are submitted to the Human Resources 
Department. Also, you must submit a current physical and TB test. Drug screening, 
fingerprinting and background checks are also required. Substitute teachers that meet all 
requirements for full-time teaching (outlined in the “Teaching Requirements” Tab - pages 
21-52) are considered for longer substitute positions (ex. when a full-time teacher goes on 
maternity leave) and eventually full-time positions in the County.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

- 76 - 



Employment 

Carroll Oakland Elementary 
www.wcschools.com/coe 
4664 Hunters Point Pike 
Lebanon, TN 37087 
Phone: (615) 444-5208 
Fax: (615) 449-3914 
Grades: K,1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8 
 
Gladeville Elementary 
www.wcschools.com/ges 
8840 Stewarts Ferry Pike 
Gladeville, TN 37071 
Phone: (615) 444-5694 
Fax: (615) 449-3435 
Grades: K,1,2,3,4,5 
 
Lakeview Elementary School 
www.wcschools.com/les 
6211  Saundersville  Road 
Mt Juliet, TN 37122 
Phone: (615) 758-5619 
Fax: (615) 758-5600 
Grades: K,1,2,3,4,5 
 
Lebanon High School 
www.wcschools.com/lhs 
415 Harding Drive 
Lebanon, TN 37087 
Phone: (615) 444-9610 
Fax: (615) 443-1373 
Grades: 9,10,11,12 
 
Mt. Juliet Elementary 
www.wcschools.com/mje 
2521 W. Division Street 
Mt Juliet, TN 37122 
Phone: (615) 758-5654 
Fax: (615) 758-5602 
Grades: K,1,2,3,4,5,6 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mt. Juliet High School 
www.wcschools.com/mjhs/v2/index2.asp 
3565 North Mt. Juliet Road 
Mt Juliet, TN 37122 
Phone: (615) 758-5606 
Fax: (615) 754-5645 
Grades: 9,10,11,12 
 
Mt. Juliet Middle School 
1003 Woodridge Place 
Mt. Juliet, TN 37122 
Phone: (615) 754-6688 
Fax: (615) 754-7566 
Grades: 6,7,8 
 
Rutland Elementary 
www.wcschools.com/res 
1995 South Rutland Road 
Mt Juliet, TN 37122 
Phone: (615) 754-1800 
Fax: (615) 754-1801 
Grades: K,1,2,3,4,5 
 
Southside Elementary 
www.wcschools.com/ses 
1224  Murfreesboro  Road 
Lebanon, TN 37087 
Phone: (615) 444-6330 
Fax: (615) 443-2668 
Grades: K,1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8 
 
Stoner Creek Elementary 
www.wcschools.com/sce 
1035 North Mt. Juliet Road 
Mt Juliet, TN 37122 
Phone: (615) 754-6300 
Fax: (615) 754-5784 
Grades: K,1,2,3,4,5 
 
Tuckers Crossroads Elementary 
www.wcschools.com/txr 
5905 Trousdale Ferry Pike 
Lebanon, TN 37087 
Phone: (615) 444-3956 
Fax: (615) 444-3958 
Grades: K,1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8 
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W A Wright Elementary West Wilson Middle School 
www.wcschools.com/waw www.wcschools.com/wwm 
5017 Market Place 935 North Mt. Juliet Road 
Mt Juliet, TN 37122 Mt Juliet, TN 37122 
Phone: (615) 754-6200 Phone: (615) 758-5152 
Fax: (615) 754-5282 Fax: (615) 758-5283 
Grades: K,1,2,3,4,5 Grades: 6,7,8 
  

Wilson Central High School Watertown Elementary 
www.wcschools.com/wch www.wcschools.com/wte 
419 Wildcat Way 741 West Main Street 
Lebanon, TN 37090 Watertown, TN 37184 
Phone: (615) 453-4600 Phone: (615) 237-3821 
Fax: (615) 453-4610 Fax: (615) 237-9544 
Grades: 9,10,11,12 Grades: K,1,2,3,4,5,6 
  
Wilson Co Adult High School Watertown High School 
207 Joe Branham Drive 515 West Main Street 
Lebanon, TN 37087 Watertown, TN 37184 
Phone: (615) 443-7199 Phone: (615) 237-3434 
Fax: (615) 443-2690 Fax: (615) 237-3030 
Grades: 9,10,11,12 Grades: 7,8,9,10,11,12 
  
Wilson County Vocational Center West Elementary 
415  Harding  Drive www.wcschools.com/wes 
Lebanon, TN 37087 9315  Lebanon  Road 
Phone: (615) 444-1104 Mt Juliet, TN 37122 
Fax: (615) 443-8745 Phone: (615) 758-5846 
Grades: 9,10,11,12 Fax: (615) 754-5798 
 Grades: K,1,2,3,4,5 

 
 
Private Schools:  

 
Private schools often have different hiring criteria than public schools.  It may be that the 
school prefers a bachelor’s degree in the content area to be taught and will require only a 
minimal amount of teaching education courses.  Some private schools are accredited by 
the Southern Association of Colleges and Schools (SACS).  For more information about 
those schools and their regulations, visit www.sacs.org.  The application process also 
varies between schools. Typically, the school itself has an application that must be 
completed in addition to submission of a resume.  The only way to be certain of 
application process and hiring criteria is to contact the school itself. 
 
Also, supplemental requirements may vary among private schools.  For example, private 
faith-based schools may require previous coursework in religious doctrine.  Private 
rehabilitation schools may require a background in rehabilitative therapy.   
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Friendship Christian School 
www.fcsweb.net 
5400 Coles Ferry Pike 
Lebanon, TN 37087 
Phone: (615) 449-1573 
Fax: (615) 449-2769 
Grades: PK,PS,K-12 
 
McClain Christian Academy 
www.pixieschool.org 
410 West Main Street 
Lebanon, TN 37087 
Phone: (615) 444-2678 
Grades: K,1,2,3,4,5,6 

Mt. Juliet Christian Academy 
735 N. Mt. Juliet Road 
Mt. Juliet, TN 37122 
Phone: (615) 758-2427 
Grades: PK,PS,K-12 
 
Youth Emergency Services of Mt. 
Juliet by Kids First Foundation 
3065 Murfreesboro Road 
Lebanon, TN 37090 
Phone: (615) 444-1819 
Grades: 6,7,8,9,10,11,12,N 
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Trousdale County: 
Department of Education 
103 Lock Six Road 
Hartsville TN 37074 
(615) 374-2193 
 
 
Public School Teaching Application Process: 
 
1. The first step to finding a position is to submit an online application and review the 

procedure form-both posted at www.tcschools.org/employment.htm 
2. Now, it’s time to look for new positions available in the county.  The best way to find 

out about those is to call the Trousdale Board of Education directly.  An alternative is 
to visit www.k-12.state.tn.us/teachtn. This website is updated by the state and gives 
current information for all counties in the state. Another resource is 
www.tcschools.org/schools.htm, Trousdale County’s education website. This website 
includes some useful information about finding a job in the county. 

3. When you find a desired position, a resume should be sent to the school requesting an 
interview.  At that time, the principal can request the application and interview 
information from the board of education. 

4. If selected for the position by the principal, a criminal background check is required 
at this time.  The total cost is $56.  

 
 
Substitute Teaching 
 
To be a substitute teacher in Trousdale County requires a high school diploma or GED 
equivalent. An application with references, background check, and fingerprinting are also 
required. 
 
Jim Satterfield Middle School 
www.tcschools.org/jbsms.htm 
265 McMurray Boulevard West 
Hartsville, TN 37074 
Phone: (615) 374-2748 
Fax: (615) 374-2602 
Grades: 6,7,8 
 
Trousdale Co Elementary 
www.tcschools.org/tces.htm 
115 Lock Six Road 
Hartsville, TN 37074 
Phone: (615) 374-3752 
Fax: (615) 374-1121 
Grades: PK,K,1,2,3,4,5 

Trousdale Co High School 
www.tcschools.org/tchs.htm 
262 McMurry Boulevard West 
Hartsville, TN 37074 
Phone: (615) 374-2201 
Fax: (615) 374-1120 
Grades: 9,10,11,12 
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High School to Teaching 

This portion of the handbook was designed specifically for those currently in high school 
who are thinking about teaching as a career.  What follows are some preparation tips and 
financial aid information specific to those leaving high school to pursue the field of 
teaching. 
 
 

Preparation Tips 
 
 
Research: 
 

• Talk with your teachers about their career experiences as well as their feelings 
about their jobs. You might also read the first-hand teaching accounts written in 
the “Day in the Life” section of the Career Descriptions Tab (pages 17-20). 

• Research teacher salaries. Start by checking out the annual salary survey done by 
the American Federation of Teachers. The Bureau of Labor Statistics website is 
also a great resource. (Available respectively at www.aft.org and www.bls.gov) 

• Find out if your district offers a teaching career pathway (program of education-
related courses).  

 
 
Begin Now: 
 

• Talk to school counselors about the recommended sequence of classes for college 
entrance.  

• Get involved in tutoring, teams and clubs, theater groups, sports, and community 
service activities.  

• Be a leader in class: take the initiative and facilitate group discussions in your 
class.  

• Join, lead, or start a Future Educators of America club.  
• Explore and join other teaching-related school clubs and teams.  
• Gain hands-on experience working with children. Try to find after-school and 

summer jobs in child care or preschool, day camps, or sports.  
• Fill out your FAFSA as early as possible. Check early application dates and 

deadlines at www.fafsa.ed.gov. In addition to being a requirement for nearly any 
grant, scholarship or loan you apply; it screens for funding available at the 
federal-level in accordance with your personal situation. 

• Take action and get recommended for scholarships related to teaching. Ask your 
guidance counselor how to look for scholarships in your area.  

• Prepare a portfolio of your high school experiences including exceptional essays, 
papers and descriptions of after-school and community service experiences. 
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Plan for Later: 
 
• Express your interest in teaching to your favorite teachers. They can offer 

practical tips and advice on a variety of relevant issues.  
 
• If you have determined what grade-level(s) you are interested in teaching 

someday, it’s a good idea to look at what schools offer teacher preparation 
programs that suit your needs. Go to www.K-12.state.TN.us/ihelicense/ 
ProgramsList.asp to see what licensure preparation programs are available at 
prospective schools. This web site is updated by the state of Tennessee. 

 
• Get ready for the next step to college. Practice for the SAT and/or ACT early, and 

take them as soon as possible. If your scores are lower than desired, there will be 
time to take them again. Make certain to provide all potential colleges/universities 
with your score(s). (Information on preparation and exam dates is available at 
www.collegeboard.com and www.act.org) 

 
• Begin to research financial aid options. Ask your guidance counselor to 

recommend books or Web sites. Attend financial aid meetings and college fairs. If 
possible, have your parents, family members, or guardians attend these meetings 
and fairs as well. Also, if a financial aid option requires that you pay for 
information/application, it is not likely to be a legitimate endeavor.  

 
• Learn the importance of preparing and searching for a college. Visit 

www.collegeview.com for comprehensive resources and guidance. 
 
• Investigate college programs in teaching. It's possible to start at a two-year 

college and transfer to a four-year institution. Use the University/College and 
Community College directory available under the “Requirements to Teaching” 
Tab for contacting these institutions.  Ask about transfer policy and procedure. 

 
* For the unedited version of the above list, visit the National Teacher Recruitment Clearinghouse’s 

website at www.recruitingteachers.org. 
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Tennessee Education Lottery Scholarship 
Programs for High School Students 

 
Tennessee Hope Scholarship 

Aspire Award 
Tennessee Hope Access Grant 

General Assembly Merit Scholarship 
Wilder-Naifeh Technical Skills Grant 

 
All Tennessee Education Lottery Scholarship Program Recipients Must:  

• Have been a Tennessee resident for one year by September 1, 2005. For students 
beginning spring and summer terms, residency determined by February 1, 2006.  

• Dependent children of U.S. military, Tennessee National Guard on active duty, or 
Department of Defense employees, who maintain Tennessee residency while 
stationed out-of-state are eligible.  

• Apply with the Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA), available at 
www.fafsa.ed.gov. To receive a paper FAFSA, check with your high school 
counselor or call the Tennessee Student Assistance Corporation (TSAC) 1-800-
342-1663 or (615) 741-1346. Applications must be received by September 1st for 
fall semester, February 1st for spring and summer semesters. EARLY 
APPLICATION IS RECOMMENDED.  

 
HOPE Scholars Must: 

• Enroll in one of the Tennessee public colleges, universities, or private colleges 
listed at www.collegepaystn.com. (Most Tennessee schools are eligible.) 

• Enroll within 16 months of high school graduation or completion of a home 
school or GED program.  

• Home school students must have been enrolled in an accredited home school 
program for a minimum of two years prior to graduating.  

• Tennessee residents graduating from some out of state high schools may be 
eligible.  

 
Tennessee HOPE Scholarship Renewal Criteria: 
Eligibility shall be reviewed by the institution at the end of the semesters in which the 
student has attempted a total of 24, 48, 72, 96, and 120 semester hours 

• Must have a minimum cumulative GPA of 2.75 after 24 attempted semester hours 
• Must have a minimum cumulative GPA of 3.0 after 48, 72, 96, and 120 attempted 

semester hours.  
• Must be enrolled in fall and spring semesters and maintain satisfactory academic 

progress. 
 
 
Tennessee HOPE Scholarship 
The award amount is $3,300 for 4-year institutions and $1,650 for 2-year institutions (no 
more than the cost of attendance) To be eligible: 
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• Entering Freshman (High School Class of 2005 and thereafter) must have a 
minimum of a 21 ACT (980 SAT) OR 

• Overall unweighted minimum 3.0 GPA 
• Home school graduates- minimum 21 ACT (980 SAT) 
• GED applicants- minimum 525 and 21 ACT (980 SAT)  

 
 
Tennessee HOPE Access Grant 
The award amount is $2,400 for 4-year institutions and $1,575 for 2-year institutions. To 
be eligible: 

• Entering freshmen must have a minimum unweighted 2.75 GPA AND 18-20 ACT 
(860-970 SAT) AND 

• Parents’ or independent student’s and spouse’s adjusted gross income of $36,000 
or less on IRS tax form. 

• Grant non-renewable- will be eligible for Tennessee HOPE Scholarship by 
meeting HOPE Scholarship renewal criteria. 

 
 
Aspire Award 
Award amount is $1,500 and acts as a supplement to the HOPE scholarship. To be 
eligible, you must: 

• Meet Tennessee HOPE Scholarship requirements. 
AND 

• Must have parents’ or independent student’s and spouse’s adjusted gross income 
of $36,000 or less on IRS tax form. 

 
 
General Assembly Merit Scholarship 
Award amount is $1,500 and acts as a supplement to the HOPE scholarship.  To be 
determined eligible, you must be an: 

• Entering freshmen with a minimum 3.75 weighted GPA  AND 29 ACT (1280 
SAT)  

• Home school students must complete 12 college credit hours (at least 4 courses) 
with a minimum 3.0 GPA at a Tennessee college or university while they are 
enrolled in the home school program. 

 
 
Wilder-Naifeh Technical Skills Grant 
Award amount is $1,300 (no more than the cost of attendance). To be eligible: 

• Cannot be prior recipient of Tennessee HOPE Scholarship. 
• Available to all students enrolled at a Tennessee Technology Center who are 

Tennessee residents 1 year prior to the term school begins. 
 
 
* For more information, visit www.state.tn.us/tsac/about_us.htm and click on “Lottery Scholarships” or 

contact the Tennessee Student Assistance Corporation at 1-800-342-1663 or (615) 741-1346.  
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Career to Teaching 

This portion of the handbook addresses the various state and federal programs aimed at 
helping individuals from various vocational backgrounds transition into the teaching 
field. 
 
 

Tennessee HOPE Scholarship: Non-traditional 
Component- For those 25 years or older (see below) 
 
The non-traditional student must complete the Free Application for Federal Student Aid 
(FAFSA) and be an entering freshman at the minimum age of 25 years as of the date of 
enrollment. An “entering freshman” is defined as a student who is for the first time 
enrolling in a degree-seeking program of study at an eligible postsecondary institution. 
The adjusted gross income attributable to the student must be no more than $36,000 per 
year. 
 
Additionally, these students must work their way into the HOPE Scholarship program by 
attempting the first 24 semester hours with a minimum grade point average of 2.75. 
Students are eligible to receive the HOPE Scholarship in the semester following the one 
in which this academic requirement is met. 
 
To continue eligibility, the adult learner must maintain satisfactory academic progress, 
maintain the adjusted gross income requirement, and be continuously enrolled (including 
the period of time during which the initial 24 credit hours are attempted) with a minimum 
of 6 semester hours each semester. At 48 attempted hours and thereafter, the student must 
maintain at least a 3.0 grade point average. 
  
* For more information please call 1-800-342-1663 or (615) 741-1346 or visit Tennessee’s website at 

www.state.tn.us/tsac/about_us.htm and click on “Lottery Scholarships”. 
 
 

Transition to Teaching (T2T) 
 
The major purpose of the program is to prepare eligible participants to become effective 
math and science teachers.  It is an accelerated program which requires a reduced number 
of course hours and intensive instruction delivered online (through the Regents Online 
Degree Program) over a period of 14 months (beginning in June and ending in August). 
 
Program Guidelines: 

• The program was established to serve those NOT majoring in education, but who 
carry a Bachelor’s degree in mathematics or science (i.e. Biology, Chemistry, 
Physics or a clearly related content area such as Engineering). 

• Participation in the T2T Grant requires a three-year commitment to teach in one 
of the eligible high-needs school districts in Tennessee. 

• Participant must be accepted to the T2T Grant to participate in the program. 
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• The alternative-C licensure program (reference Licensing under the 
“Requirements to Teaching” Tab) is offered by six Tennessee Board of Regents 
Universities- one of which must be selected as the base school. (APSU / ETSU / 
MTSU / TSU / TTU / UOM) 

 
* For more information, visit the Regents Online Degree Program website at 

www.tn.regentsdegrees.org/edu/AltC.htm 
 
 

Troops to Teaching 
 
The purpose of Troops to Teaching is to assist eligible military personnel to transition to 
a new career as public school teachers in target schools.  A network of state Troops to 
Teaching Offices has been established to provide participants with counseling and 
assistance regarding certification requirements, routes to state certification, and 
employment leads. The Troops to Teaching homepage (www.ProudToServeAgain.com) 
provides information and resource links, including a job referral system to allow 
participants to search for job vacancies as well as links to state Departments of 
Education, state certification offices, model resumes, and other job listing sites in public 
education. 
 
Tennessee’s state placement assistance office is located at: 

 
710 James Robertson Pkwy 

4th Floor, Andrew Johnson Tower 
Nashville, TN 37243-0377 

Phone: (615) 532-4869 
Toll-free: 1-800-286-5301 

Program Manager, Mr. Mike Schroeder 
Mike.Schroeder@state.tn.us 

 
 

Teach Tennessee Program 
 
Teach Tennessee is Governor Bredesen's initiative that seeks to recruit mid-career 
professionals, retirees from educational settings outside of Pre-K to 12th grade, and 
others who have an interest in teaching. 

• Focuses on candidates’ specific content knowledge in a high need area like math, 
science or foreign language and work experience related to that subject matter 
knowledge. 

• It is designed for those who already have a Bachelor’s degree, 24 semester or 36 
quarter college credit hours in a content area for which they would like to teach 

OR 
 have passed the Praxis II (Specialty Area) in the content area they wish to teach. 

• Must have a minimum of five years of work experience in subject area. 
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• Limited to those aspiring to teach grades 7-12. 
 
It is a program for highly successful, motivated individuals who want to receive 
licensure in a streamlined manner. Because Teach Tennessee will be individualized, and 
since each applicant will enter the program with varied education and work experiences 
and skills, program costs will vary. Participants will be expected to pay for their lodging 
and expenses while attending the intensive two-week Teach Tennessee Institute, the cost 
of any college credit courses they will be expected to take (no more than 12 hours is 
projected), the cost of taking the Praxis exams, the background check, and professional 
development costs that will be involved until they receive a professional license. 
 
* For more information, visit www.teachtennessee.org or Tennessee’s website at  

www.state.tn.us/education/teachtn.  
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Resources 

There are numerous resources available to those looking to pursue a career in teaching.  
Summarized below are some state and federal assistance programs.  In addition, there are 
several scholarship, grant, and loan options available.  Almost all financial assistance 
programs will require that a FAFSA (www.fafsa.ed.gov) be filled out; so this should be 
the first step in anyone’s financial resource search.   
 
Also, many universities have institutional scholarships available for those who want to 
teach.  Likewise, professional teaching organizations may offer assistance and advice to 
those looking to enter the field.   
 
 

State Financial Assistance 
 

Tennessee Teaching Scholars Program 
Minority Teaching Fellows Program 

Base-TN Teaching Program 
Tennessee Education Lottery Scholarship Programs 

 
 
Tennessee Teaching Scholars Program 
 
This program is designed to encourage exemplary students who are Tennessee residents 
and US citizens to enter the teaching field.  
 

• Participation is limited to college juniors, seniors, and post baccalaureate 
candidates admitted to a state-approved teacher education program. 

• May not be a licensed teacher. 
• Participants incur an obligation to teach one year in a Tennessee public school for 

each year an award is received. 
• The award takes the form of a forgivable loan. The loan amount varies between 

50 and 75 percent of the academic year amount. 
• First priority will be given to renewal applicants who have maintained a 

cumulative GPA of at least 2.75 on a 4.0 scale. 
• Part-time students are eligible, but they will not receive full aid amount. 

 
* For more information, visit Tennessee Student Assistance Corporation’s (TSAC) website at www.college 

paystn.com/mon_college/tn_teach_sch.htm. 
 
 
Minority Teaching Fellows Program 
 
This program is designed to attract talented minority Tennesseans to enter the teaching 
field.   

• Applicant must be a citizen of the United States and a high school senior or a 
continuing college student pursuing a teacher certification. 

• The award amount is $5,000 per year in the form of forgivable loans. 

- 88 - 



Teaching as a Career 
 

• Participants incur an obligation to teach at some K-12 level in a Tennessee public 
school for one year for each year the award is received.   

 
* For more information, visit Tennessee Student Assistance Corporation’s (TSAC) website at  

www.collegepaystn.com/mon_college/minority_teach.htm. 
 
 
Base-TN Teaching Program 
 
The goal of the program is to help increases the number of properly licensed Tennessee 
teachers serving students with disabilities in Tennessee public schools. 

• Participants must be admitted to an appropriate undergraduate or graduate 
program at a qualifying Tennessee college or university.  

• Participants may not hold a Tennessee teacher’s license in an area of special 
education when applying for the program. 

• Participant must commit to teach in a Tennessee public school two years for each 
academic year of financial support received, serving students with disabilities 
ages birth through twenty-one. 

 
* For more information, visit Tennessee Department of Education’s website at www.k12.tn.us/base-tn. 
 
 
Tennessee Education Lottery Scholarship Programs 
 
These scholarships are summarized under the “High School to Teaching” and “Career to 
Teaching” Tabs (pages 83-85). 
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Federal Financial Assistance 
 
In addition to helping states offer loan forgiveness to teachers, the Federal Government 
offers grants, work-study programs, and loans to students needing financial assistance.  
To be eligible for any federal assistance, a Free Application for Federal Student Aid 
(FAFSA) must be completed. Visit fafsa.ed.gov for more information. Below is a brief 
explanation of the differences between these types of aid.  
 
The federal government also sponsors a program for qualified educators to serve in 
“high-need” areas. Below is a description of the “Teach for America” Program. 
 
 
Grants: 
 
Grants are awarded based solely on financial need. Grants do not have to be repaid 
unless, for example, you are awarded funds incorrectly. 
There are two basic kinds:  
 

• Pell Grants are the foundation of federal student aid, to which aid from other 
federal and nonfederal sources might be added. Pell Grants are generally awarded 
only to undergraduate students—those who haven't earned a bachelor's or 
graduate degree. In some limited cases, however, you might receive a Pell Grant 
if you're enrolled in a post-baccalaureate teacher certificate program. 

• Federal Supplemental Educational Opportunity Grant (FSEOGs) are awarded to 
undergraduate students with exceptional financial need—those with the lowest 
Expected Family Contribution (EFC) numbers.  Federal Pell Grant recipients 
receive priority for FSEOG awards. 

 
 
Federal Work-Study: 
 
Undergraduate or graduate students can work part-time while in school. Schools are 
given a certain amount of work-study funds each year.  Federal Work-Study jobs can be 
on or off campus, but they must pay at least the current federal minimum wage.  The 
amount might be higher- depending on the type of work and the skills required. The 
school must pay you directly unless you request that the school make payments to a bank 
account or use the money to pay for education-related institutional charges such as 
tuition, fees, and room and board. The total Federal Work-Study award depends on when 
you apply, your level of financial need, and your school's funding level. The earlier the 
application is submitted, the better the chance of receiving Federal Work-Study funds. 
 
Loans: 
 
Loans, unlike grants or work-study, are borrowed money that must be repaid, with 
interest. These are real loans—just like car loans or mortgages. Loans cannot be canceled 
because the education received was sub-par or because of financial difficulty. 
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There are several types of loans: 
 

• Federal Perkins Loans are made through participating schools to undergraduate 
and graduate/professional students.  

• Stafford Loans are for undergraduate or graduate and professional students made 
through one of two U.S. Department of Education programs: 

-William D. Ford Federal Direct Student Loan Program—referred to as Direct 
Stafford Loans or Direct Loans. The lender is the U.S. Department of 
Education; repay Department 
-Federal Family Education Loan (FFEL) Program—referred to as FFEL 
Stafford Loans or Federal Stafford Loans. Lender is a bank or credit union, 
and repayment is made to the loan holder or its agent. 

• PLUS Loans are loans parents can take out for their dependent undergraduate 
children and are made through either the Direct Loan or the FFEL program 
mentioned above. 

 
* For more information, visit the Federal Student Aid Information Center’s website at studentaid.ed.gov or 

call1-800-4-FED-AID (1-800-433-3243). 
 
Additional grants and loans may be found by searching on the following websites.  
However, practice caution when applying for non-government grants and scholarships.  If 
the offering requires any monetary fee for application, it is probably not a legitimate 
financial aid resource.  
 
www.finaid.org 
www.fastweb.com  
www.scholarships.com 
 
 
Teach For America 
 
Teach For America is a member of AmeriCorps, the national service network. Teach For 
America currently places corps members in 22 urban and rural "high-need" regions 
across the United States.  Its mission is to end educational inequality through its teaching 
efforts. 

• Focused on recruiting college seniors or recent graduates 
• Due to the shortage of math and science teachers, students majoring in math or 

science are more heavily recruited than others (although any major is eligible)  
• Commit two years to teach in urban and rural public schools 
• While in the program, you may be eligible to receive forbearance on qualified 

student loans during the two years of service 
• Teachers in the program get paid a salary during the two years of service 

 
 
* For more information, visit Teach for America’s website at www.teachforamerica.com/flash_movie.html. 
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Professional Organizations 
 
Professional organizations can offer a broad range of support. Most aim to keep members 
updated on emerging trends, challenges and opportunities in the field. They may offer 
collective bargaining benefits, tips on resources specific to a subject area or simply 
professional camaraderie. Regardless, organizations can be helpful when starting a new 
career. 

 
 

Professional Organizations: General 
 
American Federation of Teachers (AFT) - www.aft.org/index.htm  
The American Federation of Teachers was founded in 1916 to represent the economic, 
social and professional interests of classroom teachers.  Five divisions within the 
organization represent the broad spectrum of AFT's membership: teachers; 
paraprofessionals and school-related personnel (PSRP); local, state and federal 
employees; higher education faculty and staff; and nurses and other healthcare 
professionals. In addition, the union includes more than 170,000 retiree members. 
 
Metro Nashville Education Association - www.mnea.com 
This organization is Davidson County’s local chapter of the National Education 
Association (NEA) and the Tennessee Education Association, both listed in this section. 
 
National Board for Professional Teaching Standards (NBPTS) - www.nbpts.org 
NBPTS is an independent, nonprofit, nonpartisan organization governed by a board of 
directors, the majority of whom are classroom teachers. Other members include school 
administrators, state legislators, higher education officials, teacher union leaders and 
business leaders. It offers national certification which may help relocating teachers 
transfer licensing from one state to another, depending on the states involved.  
 
National Education Association (NEA) - www.nea.org 
“The National Education Association (NEA) is the nation's largest professional employee 
organization and is committed to advancing the cause of public education. NEA's 2.7 
million members work at every level of education, from pre-school to university graduate 
programs. NEA has affiliate organizations in every state, as well as in more than 14,000 
local communities across the United States.” 
 
Rutherford Education Association (REA) - www.reateachers.org 
This organization is Rutherford County’s local chapter of the National Education 
Association (NEA) and the Tennessee Education Association, both listed in this section. 
 
Tennessee Education Association (TEA) - www.teateachers.org 
This organization is the Tennessee chapter of the National Education Association (NEA), 
mentioned above. 
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Professional Organizations: Specific Teaching Fields 
 
Association for the Advancement of Computing in Education (AACE)– 
www.aace.org   
The Association (founded in 1981) is an international, educational and professional not-
for profit organization dedicated to the advancement of the knowledge, theory, and 
quality of learning and teaching at all levels with information technology.  

The Council for Exceptional Children (CEC) – www.cec.sped.org/ab   
The Council for Exceptional Children (CEC) is the largest international professional 
organization dedicated to improving educational outcomes for individuals with 
exceptionalities, students with disabilities, and/or the gifted.  

The International Reading Association - www.reading.org  
The International Reading Association is a professional membership organization 
dedicated to promoting high levels of literacy for all by improving the quality of reading 
instruction, disseminating research and information about reading, and encouraging the 
lifetime reading habit.  

Music Teachers National Association (MTNA) – www.mtna.org/index1.htm 
Since 1876, Music Teachers National Association  has existed to support music teaching 
and the art of music. Founded by Theodore Presser and sixty-two colleagues, MTNA is 
America's oldest professional music association.  

The National Association for the Education of Young Children (NAEYC) – 
www.naeyc.org 
The National Association for the Education of Young Children exists for the purpose of 
leading and consolidating the efforts of individuals and groups working to achieve 
healthy development and constructive education for all young children.  

National Clearinghouse for Professions in Special Education - 
www.specialedcareers.org 
The National Clearinghouse for Professions in Special Education (NCPSE) is committed 
to enhancing the nation's capacity to recruit, prepare, and retain well qualified diverse 
educators and related service personnel for children with disabilities. 
 
National Council for the Social Sciences (NCSS) – www.ncss.org 
Founded in 1921, National Council for the Social Studies has grown to be the largest 
association in the country devoted solely to social studies education. NCSS engages and 
supports educators in strengthening and advocating social studies.  
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National Council of Teachers of English (NCTE)  - www.ncte.org 
The National Council of Teachers of English is devoted to improving the teaching of 
English and the language arts at all levels of education.  

National Council of Teachers of Mathematics (NCTM) – www.ntcm.org  
For more than 75 years, NCTM members have taken the lead in changing mathematics 
education for the better. 

National Science Teachers Association (NSTA) - www.nsta.org  
“The National Science Teachers Association (NSTA), founded in 1944 and 
headquartered in Arlington, Virginia, is the largest organization in the world committed 
to promoting excellence and innovation in science teaching and learning for all. NSTA's 
current membership of more than 55,000 includes science teachers, science supervisors, 
administrators, scientists, business and industry representatives, and others involved in 
and committed to science education.” 

Society for Information Technology and Teacher Education (SITE) - 
www.aace.org/site 
The Society for Information Technology and Teacher Education is an international 
association of individual teacher educators, and affiliated organizations of teacher 
educators in all disciplines, who are interested in the creation and dissemination of 
knowledge about the use of information technology in teacher education and faculty/staff 
development.  
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Reference 

Many organizations and individuals contributed to the information provided in this 
handbook.  Much of the information is either paraphrased or taken directly from the 
following resources. 
 
 

Government Agencies and Organizations 
 
Division of Special Education  
www.tennessee.gov/education/speced 
7th Floor, Andrew Johnson Tower  
710 James Robertson Parkway  
Nashville, TN 37243 
Phone: (615) 532-3259 
1-888-212-3162 
Fax: (615) 253-5567 
 
Office of Teacher Licensing 
tennessee.gov/education/lic 
State Department of Education 
5th Floor, Andrew Johnson Tower 
710 James Robertson Parkway 
Nashville, TN 37243 
Phone: (615) 532-4885 or 

(615) 532-4873 
 
Tennessee Board of Regents 
www.tbr.state.tn.us 
1415 Murfreesboro Road, Suite 350 
Nashville, TN 37217 
Phone: (615) 366-4400 
Fax: (615) 366-4464 
 
Tennessee Department of 
Education 
Vocational-Technical Division  
www.tennessee.gov/education/vehompg.htm 
710 James Robertson Parkway, 4th Floor  
Nashville, Tennessee 37243-0383  
Phone: (615)-532-2800  
 

Tennessee Department of Health  
(for health science and technology 
certification requirements) 
www2.state.tn.us/health/boards 
425 Fifth Avenue, North 
Cordell Hull Building, 3rd Floor 
Nashville, TN  37247 
Phone: 1- 800-778-4123 
 
Tennessee Higher Education 
Commission 
www.tennessee.gov/thec 
404 James Robertson Parkway  
Suite 1900 
Nashville, TN 37243 
Phone: (615) 741-3605 
 
Tennessee State Board of 
Education 
www.tennessee.gov/sbe 
9th Floor, Andrew Johnson Tower 
710 James Robertson Parkway 
Nashville, TN 37243 
Phone: (615) 741-2966 
Fax: (615) 741-0371 
 
Tennessee Student Assistance 
Corporation 
www.collegepaystn.com/index.html 
404 James Robertson Parkway  
Suite 1950, Parkway Towers  
Nashville, TN 37243 
Phone: 1-800-342-1663 
Fax: (615) 741-6101 
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General Information Websites 
 
Community Colleges in Tennessee  
www.tbr.state.tn.us/campuses.htm 
 
Educational Testing Service (ETS) – administers PRAXIS exams 
www.ets.org/praxis 
 
Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) 
www.fafsa.ed.gov 
 
Metropolitan Nashville Public Schools (MNPS) 
www.mnps.org 
 
Occupational Outlook Handbook (OOH) through the Bureau of Labor Statistics  
www.bls.gov/oco 
 
PRAXIS Requirements for Tennessee 
Tennessee.gov/education/lic/nte.shtml 
 
Regents Online Degree Program (RODP) 
www.rodp.org 
 
Recruiting New Teachers, Inc. (RNT) 
www.recruitingteachers.org  
 
Rutherford County Schools 
www.rcs.k12.tn.us 
 
Southern Association of Colleges and Schools (SACS) 
www.sacs.org 
 
State Handbook on Licensing and Types of Teachers 
tennessee.gov/education/accttchlicstds.pdf
 
State of Tennessee Education Website 
www.tennessee.gov/education 
 
Teach Tennessee Program 
www.teachtennessee.org 
 
Tennessee Technology Centers 
www.tbr.state.tn.us/vo_tec_ed/index.htm 
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Tennessee Approved Teacher Education Programs 
www.k-12.state.tn.us/ihelicense/ProgramsList.asp 
 
Tennessee Lottery Scholarships 
www.state.tn.us/tsac/about_us.htm 

 
Transition to Teaching Program 
www.tn.regentsdegrees.org/edu/AltC.htm 
tnt2t.com/contact.aspx 
 
Troops to Teaching Program 
www.proudtoserveagain.com 
 
Trousdale County Schools 
www.tcschools.org 
 
Wilson County Schools 
www.wcschools.com 
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Special Thanks 
 
The Middle Tennessee Workforce 
Investment Board (MTWIB) is 
providing this handbook and matching 
web site to the Middle Tennessee 
Career Center (MTCC) system.  Its 
operating entity, Nashville Career 
Advancement Center (NCAC), is 
responsible for the Handbook 
development, printing and distribution.  
NCAC’s Executive Director Dr. 
Christine Bradley initiated and directed 
this project.  Under her direction, 
Communications Director Angel Winter 
acted as editor while Project Manager 
Margie Humphrey researched, 
designed and compiled the content. 
 
The MTWIB would like to thank the 
numerous organizations and individuals 
that contributed to the development of 
this handbook. 
 
For his assistance regarding school 
licensure preparation programs as well 
as his generosity with education-related 
information, Dr. Phil Roberson 
(Director of Austin Peay State 
University’s Education Department) has 
earned a debt of gratitude. Mandi Hull, 
the university’s Regents Online Degree 
Program Coordinator, was also 
instrumental in the construction of the 
handbook. 
 
We would also like to thank all those 
who were involved with the “Day in the 
Life” career descriptions. Lisa Dickson 
from Wilson County and Kay Nixon 
from Rutherford County are two 
members of the Middle Tennessee 
Workforce Investment Board’s 
(MTWIB) Youth Council Committee 
that were extremely helpful in providing 
information for this section.  Secretary 

of the MTWIB, Vicki Holder, was 
instrumental in the teacher selection 
process for Trousdale County.  
Likewise, we appreciate those teachers 
who took time out of their days to speak 
openly about the joys and challenges of 
their jobs.  
 
A special thanks goes to the Human 
Resource offices at all four county’s 
Boards of Education for explaining 
their application processes. 
 
Another thank you goes to Ralph 
Barnett, Vance Rugaard and Alberta 
Wilks for their help with occupational 
and professional licensing distinctions 
for vocational teachers.  
 
We appreciate Montgomery Bell 
Academy’s administrative staff for their 
help with the private school application 
process portion of the handbook.
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