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Small, solar and “hyper-insulated”
 
The “CHIP House” is a 750-square-foot, solar-powered experimental structure, controllable through a 
smartphone or XBox, that produces three times the energy it uses and looks like it’s wrapped in a mat-
tress.
 
 
DIY street improvements
 
Last year, we linked to the work of a community organization in Dallas which was taking streetscape 
upgrades into its own hands.  That approach appears to be spreading.
 
 
Proactive zoning
 
New York City was the first US city to adopt local zoning, nearly a century ago.  Now, it’s using zoning 
as a tool to increase livability.
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http://www.gizmag.com/chip-house-solar-energy-xbox-kinect/21254/
http://bettercities.net/news-opinion/links/15855/better-block-upgrading-streets-quickly-and-cheaply
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424052970204720204577130710627851528.html
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