
K EEP  N A SH V I LLE  B EA U T I FU L
ar t  con tes t  and  ro l l i ng  a r t  museum

presented by Red River Service Corporation, Metro Public Works, Metro 
Beautification & Environment Commission, Metro Nashville Public Schools, 

Metropolitan Arts Commission and Nashville Arts Coalition

 Five years ago, Red River Service Corporation, Nashville’s largest collector of residential waste, set out to develop a community 
program that would raise recycling awareness. The result was the Keep Nashville Beautiful Art Contest and Rolling Art Museum. This program 
has continued to grow in success and popularity each year, and it is once again time for MNPS teachers, art instructors and principals to 
commission their most artistic students to compete in the contest. 

 The 2010-2011 contest theme will focus on composting. You are encouraged to educate your students about the importance of 
composting, then have the students draw a piece of art that promotes ways the community can keep Nashville clean and protect our 
environment. Please prejudge all entries from your school and submit one winner and one runner up to represent your school in the contest. 
Submitted art work will then be judged by members of the Metro Council, the Nashville Arts Commission and the Nashville Arts Coalition to 
select three grand prize winners and finalists. You will be notified with the judging results by the beginning of November.

A B O U T  T H E A RT  CO N T EST

WHAT:  An art contest to remind our citizens about the importance of beautification 
and recycling efforts.

WHO:  Contest is open to 3rd and 4th grade students in the Metropolitan Nashville 
Public Schools system.

WHY:  To promote the ways we can keep Nashville clean by recycling, reducing waste 
and protecting our environment.

WIN:  Contest winners will be chosen from the winning submissions from each 
school. Prize money will be offered to the art departments of each grand prize winning 
contestant’s school in the amount of $1,500 (1st Place), $1,000 (2nd Place) and $500 
(3rd Place). 
The winning entry from each MNPS grade school will be depicted on the sides of the 
Red River waste collection trucks from December 2010 through May 2011. Art 
depicted on the sides of waste collection trucks will be seen by more than 9,000 
people each day while the trucks are on route! The citywide grand prize winning 
artwork will be on display in the Piedmont Gas Christmas Parade on December 3, 
2010.

SPONSORED BY: Red River Service Corporation, Metro Public Works, Metro 
Beautification & Environment Commission, Metro Nashville Public Schools, 
Metropolitan Arts Commission and Nashville Arts Coalition.

2009 1ST PLACE 
GRAND PRIZE WINNER: 

ASHLEY BANDA



CO N T EST  RU LES
* * *  N E W  C O N T E S T  S I Z E  D I M E N S I O N S * * *

• N E W :  Artwork must be 11 inches wide x 8.5 tall in size. Paper 
orientation must be landscape. Portrait orientation entries will be 
disqualified.

• Entries are limited to grades 3 and 4 only.
• Artwork must be done in marker, crayon, watercolor, ink, acrylic or 

tempera paint. Posters must be reproducible. Computer generated art 
is not acceptable. 

• No group project posters.
• The original art must be supplied. Each school will be responsible for 
picking up its entries after the contest. All entries will be available for 
pick up at the spring Council reception or through the Metro Public 
Works Department.
• Artwork must be flat -- folded, matted, mounted or framed posters are 
not acceptable.
• The theme must be illustrated on the artwork. Any writing used should 
be spelled correctly and easy to read.
• The use of cartoon characters or television, movie or sports figures is 
not acceptable. The use of business or company names, other than 
contest sponsors, should not be included anywhere on the artwork.
• The student’s name, grade, school, art teacher, parent or guardian 
name and home address must be printed legibly on the back of each 
entry.
• Each entry must be accompanied by the consent form completed by 
the art teacher, parent and student.
• Each school is to prejudge the art and submit one winner and one 
runner up to the contest. Submissions must be mailed and postmarked 
by October 12 or hand delivered by October 14. Winning entries with 
consent forms for each should be mailed or hand-delivered to the 
following address:
! Keep Nashville Beautiful Art Contest
! Metro Public Works
! 750 South 5th Street
! Nashville, TN 37206
• Only two entries per school, please. Only the top winner from 
each school is guaranteed to be displayed on the side of a Red 
River collection truck. The runner up entries from each school will 
be judged for a place on a collection truck depending on 
availability of space. 
• Artwork should be judged using the following criteria:

• Does the art express the contest theme?
• Does the art show originality?
• Does the art show artistic merit and creativity?
• Is the art neat?

• Winners will be announced at the beginning of November by letter and 
press release.
• The first place grand prize winning entry will be on display on the side 

of the Metro Waste Collection vehicles during the Nashville Gas 
Parade on December 3.

H ERE’ S  T H E  D I RT  O N 
CO M P O ST I N G:

Composting is nature's way of recycling food and yard waste. 
It is a process that naturally occurs when organic materials are 
returned to the soil through decomposition.

Did you know Metro Beautification & Environment 
Commission supports Metro Nashville Davidson County area 
school composting efforts with education programs, compost 
bins and a loaner worm bin program? Composting and worm 
bins are fascinating ways to observe the process of 
decomposition first hand. Students are able to observe their 
food and yard waste as it is processed by nature's recycling 
crew: worms, roly poly bugs and other tiny decomposers. For 
more information visit: http://www.nashville.gov/beautification/
compost/schoolcomposting.asp

Last year’s 
grand prize 

winning 
artwork

M A RK  YO U R  CA LEN D A R:
October 12: Mailed entry postmark date

October 14: Hand-delivered entry due date

December 3: Nashville Gas Parade 

December 4: Public Viewing 

Spring:  Art truck visits schools

Spring (date TBA):  Council Reception honoring finalists

For more information, visit 
www.nashville.gov/pw 

or contact:
Jena Locke 

jena@hallstrategies.com
615-242-8856 

Be a rot-star!

For more information about Metro’s 
composting and recycling programs, 

contact Jeffrey Ezell at 
jeffrey.ezell@nashville.gov.
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