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Flood Repair Permits and Inspections Are Required  
Time is running out to take advantage of free flood repair permits 

Quick Links to Essential Information 

The Metro Building Code requires that permits be obtained and 
inspections be approved when making flood damage repairs to a 
home or business. 
 
While thousands of homeowners and business owners have ob-
tained flood-repair permits, many homeowners have made repairs 
and moved back into their homes without the required permits or 
inspections. 
 
In recent months, the Department of Codes & Building Safety has 
identified approximately one thousand Metro homeowners whose 
homes were damaged by the May 2010 floods (some severely), 
and who have made the repairs and reoccupied their homes with-
out the code-required permits or inspections. 
 
The department will be notifying all such homeowners during the 
next 30 days to let them know that such permits and inspections 
are required. 
 
Shortly after the May 2010 floods, the department (twice) went 
door-to-door to leave information with each property owner af-
fected by the flood – delivering the information hand-to-hand or 
posted on the premises.  The information clearly outlined the code 
requirements.  Additionally, the department attended many com-
munity meetings and press conferences in the wake of the May 
2010 floods, to communicate the message that permits are re-
quired.  The information can be found at our website, by following 

the link at: http://www.nashville.gov/codes, where it has been 
posted since May of 2010. 
 
If you have repaired your flood damaged home without permits or 
inspections, NOW is the time for you to take corrective action and 
apply for a permit for the flood repairs. 
 
Why is NOW a good time to apply for flood-repair permits? 
 
1. In a word: “Safety”.  The codes are adopted as minimum con-

struction standards to protect your safety, the safety of your 
family or guests and the safety of future owners. 

2. The law requires it.  Permits are required by the Metro Build-
ing Code, Plumbing Code, Electrical Code and Gas/
Mechanical Code. 

3. Currently, flood-repair permits are free.  The Mayor and 
Metro Council waived permits fees for most flood-repairs 
through June 30, 2011.  After June 30th, permits will repre-
sent an expense which you can avoid if you act NOW. 

4. Your failure to obtain the required flood-repair permits could 
prove problematic in settling future homeowner insurance 
claims. 

5. Failure to obtain the required flood-repair permits could also 
prove problematic in selling or refinancing your home in the 
future. 

Special Announcement 

Owners of flood-damaged single family 
residential properties may be able to re-
ceive their flood repair permits online, 
with no visit required to the Codes de-
partment.  
 

Apply for Single Family Residential Flood Repair Permits 

Flood Repair Permit Information 

Certification of Flooded HAVC Units 

Building Permits for Flood Damaged Properties 

Metro Stormwater Permit Process 

Do I have a green light to get a building permit? Remember, a copy of the permit should be posted in a 
visible location, typically in the front window of the prop-
erty where the work is being performed.  

http://www.nashville.gov/codes/
http://www.nashville.gov/codes/permits/flood.asp
http://www.nashville.gov/codes/docs/flood/FloodRepairInformation.pdf
http://www.nashville.gov/codes/docs/flood/CertificationofFloodedHVAC.pdf
http://www.nashville.gov/codes/docs/flood/BuildingPermitsforFloodDamagedProperties.pdf
http://www.nashville.gov/codes/docs/flood/MetroStormwaterPermitProcess_Floodplain.pdf
http://www.nashville.gov/flood/docs/Building_Permit_Flyer.pdf
http://www.nashville.gov/codes/docs/flood/FloodRepairInformation.pdf
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May 2010 flood survivors urged to learn more 
about IRS Casualty Loss  

It has been close to a year since the flood in May of 2010. There 
are still property owners who have not fully recovered from that 
event. We have had several bouts of bad weather over the last 
few months. February saw high winds, heavy rain, snow and ice. 
Your home may have suffered damage that might not be obvi-
ous. Here are some helpful suggestions: 
 
Gutters and downspouts – You should always check your gut-
ters after a storm event to ensure they have not been damaged 
or worse, have come apart. Debris from high winds can get into 
them, blocking the flow of water from the roof. They can also be 
bent by falling limbs. 
 
Soffits and Eaves – These areas are also susceptible to storm 
damage caused by high winds, snow and ice. Check them to be 
sure they are intact. Repair any structural damage as soon as 
you can to prevent water from getting into the home. If the struc-
tures need a coat of paint or stain, make a note and get that 
done as soon as the weather permits. 
 
Roof Deck and Shingles – Wind and small limbs striking your 
roof can play havoc with your roof. It’s a good idea to do a de-
tailed inspection of your roof deck, looking for missing, broken or 
loose shingles. Any damage of this type can allow water to get 
underneath the shingles, eventually penetrating the roof decking 
and getting inside the attic. Taking a look in the attic after a good 
rain is also helpful as most leaks start out small. Be sure to re-
move any limbs or debris that may be on your roof. 
 
Limbs and Debris – If you did have damage to your trees and 
shrubs, there are some important things to remember as you 

clean up after the storm. Public works will pick up tree limbs and 
debris as a result of the “property owner / tenant” clean up ef-
forts. If you have trees cut by a professional (for hire) tree service 
or contractor, that individual is responsible for removing any de-
bris created by their work. Make sure that debris removal is a 
part of your contract, or you could be faced with an additional 
expense. 
 
Brush and limbs should be places at the curb for collection by 
Metro crews. Be patient, there has been a lot of storm damage. 
You can call Public Works Customer Service at (615) 862-8750 
for more information. You can also obtain a copy of the Public 
Works Brush collection Schedule on their web site at http://
www.nashville.gov/Recycle/brush.asp . 
 
If you had a tree fall onto your home, it is important that you have 
that damage evaluated by a trained individual to make sure there 
is not an unsafe condition. Care must be taken when removing 
trees that have fallen onto the structure, especially if the roof 
deck has been penetrated. It can’t be stressed enough that this 
level of damage should only be cleared by a licensed profes-
sional. The repair of the structure may require a permit. Before 
the repair work is done, one should contact the Codes depart-
ment Permits section [ (615) 862-6517]. They can assist you with 
the permit if one is necessary. 

Storm Damage Recovery Tips 

Simple steps can help avoid costly mistakes 

Many Davidson County residents still trying to rebuild their 
homes and livelihood lost in the May 2010 flood may get free 
help with preparing casualty loss claims at the IRS Taxpayer 
Assistance Center, 801 Broadway in Nashville or by calling the 
IRS Disaster Assistance hotline toll-free at 1-866-562-5227.   
 
Step 1.  Locate Your Past Tax Returns.  Go to www.las.org 
and fill out IRS Form 4506 at the web site.  Locate returns for the 
past four years.   
 
Step 2.  Tax Payments in Prior Years.  Go to www.las.org and 
fill out Form 4506T.  This form provides important information 
about tax payments in earlier years.  There is no cost for this 
information.  This information is very important to your ef-
forts to recover money. 
 
Step 3.  Make An Inventory.  Before you meet with your ac-
countant, make an inventory of all of your appliances, furniture, 
and belongings that you lost in the flood. Go to http://
www.irs.gov/publications/p584/ar02.html and use the schedules 
at IRS Publication 584 Casualty Disaster and Theft Loss Work-
book.   
   

Step 4.  Meet With An Accountant. A good accountant can help 
you understand the rules for claiming casualty losses.  
 
Step 5.  Cost Records.  When claiming a casualty loss, you 
must prove the original cost and any improvement to your 
home.  Go to: http://www.sitemason.com/files/
dCGluU/7CasualtyLoss.pdf 
 
Step 6.  Fair Values Before the Flood and After the Flood.  A 
good appraisal can be helpful in persuading the IRS to allow the 
loss on the home. Another way to prove the loss in fair value of 
the home is to add up the cost of clean up and rebuilding the 
property.  This includes all the building materials and labor costs. 
See http://www.tnappraiser.org/ 
 
Step 7. File. Once all of the documents you need are gathered, 
begin filling out the appropriate forms or have a professional do it 
for you. Find them at http://www.las.org/booklets/
tax_problems/2010_flood_tax_guide 
 
For more information on tax relief and for dates and locations of 
tax relief community meetings go to www.nashvillerecovery.com 

http://www.nashville.gov/Recycle/brush.asp
http://www.nashville.gov/Recycle/brush.asp
http://www.las.org
http://www.las.org
http://www.irs.gov/publications/p584/ar02.html
http://www.irs.gov/publications/p584/ar02.html
http://www.sitemason.com/files/dCGluU/7CasualtyLoss.pdf
http://www.sitemason.com/files/dCGluU/7CasualtyLoss.pdf
http://www.tnappraiser.org/
http://www.las.org/booklets/tax_problems/2010_flood_tax_guide
http://www.las.org/booklets/tax_problems/2010_flood_tax_guide
../Local%20Settings/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/OLK2E/www.nashvillerecovery.com


 

 

Codes & Bui ld ing Safet y—E-News For  Neighborhoods  Page 4  

The Department of Codes & 
Building Safety is saddened by 
the loss of longtime Metropolitan 
Zoning Administrator, Sonny 
West.  
 
Mr. West, who had been diag-
nosed with cancer, lost his battle 
with the disease on March 5, 
2011.   
 
He was educated at Duncan Pre-
paratory School, Montgomery Bell 
Academy, Vanderbilt University 
(B.A.) and Vanderbilt School of 
Law (J.D.).  

 
Sonny West is the longest tenured active employee of the Metro-
politan Government . He began his career in Metro government in 
the Finance Department. He later moved to the Department of 
Law where he worked for more than 20 years. He was a chief 
author of the original zoning code for consolidated Metro Govern-
ment.  
 
Mr. West was a chief architect of Metro’s Zoning Code and had 
been the Metropolitan Zoning Administrator since 1985. He was 

responsible for the interpretation of the Metro Zoning Code, su-
pervision of the issuance of permits, conducting zoning examina-
tions, and for maintaining public records for the Codes Depart-
ment. 
 
The Metro Council recently recognized Mr. Lon “Sonny” West’s  
fifty –five years of service with Davidson County Government  that 
began in June of 1955, prior to the creation of the Metropolitan 
Government.  
 
In honor of his fifty-five years of dedicated service, the Council 
voted to name the new auditorium in the Howard office Building 
the  “Sonny West Conference Center.”  
 
During the Council meeting on February 1, 2011, Councilman 
Tygard said, "The reason that he worked so diligently for 55 years 
was not because he loved his job, I’ll tell you, he had a tough job, 
but he had to make tough decisions not based on emotions or 
sentiment, but he had to make decisions based on the law and 
what was best for the city of Nashville.”  
 
A number of board meetings are held in the new conference cen-
ter, to include the Metro Planning Commission and the Metro 
Board of Zoning Appeals.  

Fulton Campus Complex Update 

With the addition of the Offices of the Assessor of Prop-
erty, County Clerk, Information Technology Services, and Finance 
at the Howard Office Building, the Fulton Campus has become a 
busy place for employees and visitors.  We look forward to 
the Office of the Trustee moving to the campus in April. 
 
The campus is designed to promote best practices for a healthy 
and secure workplace.  The campus encourages physical activi-
ties, offers alternative transportation opportunities, and provides a 
smoke-free workplace.  

 
Visitor parking is available in front of Metro Office Building, be-
hind Lindsley Hall, the Children’s Theater, and along Middleton 
Street and Lindsley Avenue. 
 
Visitor entry. Visitors are required to present identification and 
sign in at MOB and Lindsley Hall. Visitors are not required to sign 
in at the HOB. 

New Tenants On Campus 

Lindsley Hall Howard Office Building 

Department of Finance, 

Procurement 

Metro Sports Authority 

Department of General 

Services 

Department of Finance 

OMB, Payroll, Grants, 
Treasury, and Accounts 

Assessor of Property 

Davidson County Clerk 

Metropolitan Trustee (due 

to move-in in April 2011) 

Information Technology 

Services 

Codes Department Mourns the Passing of Zoning Administrator 
Lon F. “Sonny” West 
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Linda Bush and Marjorie Pelland—Property Standards Staff Members Retire 

Linda F. Bush, an Office Support Represen-
tative III assigned to the Property Standards 
division in the Codes department retired on 
February 14th. 
 
Linda’s primary responsibility was to provide 
clerical and administrative support to one of 
our three inspection Teams. As the “Blue 
Team” secretary, Linda generated their 
abate notices, processed legal notices for 
substandard properties, entered inspection 

results, and provided other administrative support to ensure 
the enforcement process comes together for the Property Stan-
dards Division. She also took telephone requests for inspections 
from the public and zoning inspection requests from Contractors 
to complete the process for their Use and Occupancy letter. 
 
Linda joined the Codes Department in August 1979. She 
issued permits in the permit department for approximately 
a year and then transferred to the Inspection Division 
where they make inspections for Building, Electrical, 
Plumbing, and Gas/Mechanical permits obtained in the 
Metropolitan Davidson County area.  
 
She has worked in every area of the Inspection Department. In 
August of 2002 Linda transferred to the Property Standards Divi-
sion. Linda also worked with the Metropolitan Board of Property 
Standards and Appeals during their monthly meetings and has 
also worked with the neighborhood NOTICE program.  
 
 
 

Marjorie Pelland an Office Support Repre-
sentative III assigned to the Property Stan-
dards Division in the Codes Department 
retired on March 18th.  
 
Margie was one of three secretaries as-
signed to the Property Standards Division. 
Her primary responsibility was to provide 
clerical and administrative support to one of 
our three 
inspection Teams. As the “Red Team” secretary, Margie gener-
ated the inspectors abate notices, processes legal notices for 
substandard properties, enters inspection results into our KIVA 
(Requests For Service) tracking system, and she provided addi-
tional administrative support to the Assistant Director. 
 
Ms. Pelland also processed telephone requests for inspections 
from the public, assisted in the processing of permit applications 
and entered zoning inspection requests from Contractors to com-
plete the process for their Use and Occupancy letter. 
 
Margie joined the Codes Department in 1999. She began as the 
only clerical support to the Housing and Zoning division, the pre-
cursor to the Property Standards division. Margie is focused on 
providing quality public service and she is always looking for new 
ways to assist our customers. Prior to joining Codes, she spent 13 
years as a manager with Circle K and was a Quality Control Su-
pervisor with H & R Block. 
 
Margie is originally from Rhode Island and has lived in Nashville 
since 1977. She and Angel, her calico cat, now call Madison 
home.  

The latest fact of the week taken from the Music city Center 
Update: 
 

The final two pours of the 5th floor exhibit hall in Area B will 

take place, as will the final concrete pour of the third floor, 
on the south side of the site in Area B takes place. 

Foundations and retaining walls continue at the far north, 

west, and south ends of Area C by 8th Avenue. 

Minor trench blasting will occur around 6:30 a.m. Tuesday, 

Wednesday, and Thursday for storm water lines on the job 
site. 

Members of our project and construction management 

staffs went to Miami for curtainwall testing (photos at right) 
As a result of the tests, minor modifications are being made 
to the structural design, fasteners, and sealant in the cur-
tainwall design package.  

 

Photo provided by: Nashville Music City Center 

Music City Center Update 

http://e2ma.net/go/6846992555/208366262/216193108/1406454/goto:http:/nashvillemusiccitycenter.com/
http://e2ma.net/go/6846992555/208366262/216193108/1406454/goto:http:/nashvillemusiccitycenter.com/
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Nashville Riverfront Project Hosts New Website 
New site to provide citizens with up-to-date information on project  

The New Riverfront Park is designed to provide new public at-
tractions, parkland and waterfront access, giving residents and 
visitors a reason to come and enjoy both sides of the riverfront. 
When fully implemented, the project area will be ten times the 
size of the existing Riverfront Park. These modifications include 
public features such as fountains, spraygrounds, boardwalks, 
overlooks, piers, performance spaces, wetlands, plazas, new 
docking facilities, increased bikeways, and open play space. 
  
A restructured and expanded riverfront will be an astounding 
recreational and visual attraction for residents and visitors. It will 
draw more people to downtown along both sides of the river. The 
possibilities of adding public features, recreational opportunities, 
and improving the environmental quality of the land and water 
allows Nashville to turn and face the river once again; to give it 
back to the people and attain its full potential for future genera-
tions. 
 

GOALS 
 
The Design Team along with the New Riverfront Plan Steering 
Committee forged a series of goals to drive the design process. 
These goals will be used to gauge the project’s success. 
• More diverse and lively year round 
• Easier to find and move around 
• Greener 
• Healthier, satisfying, community-oriented, great for kids 
• Supportive of the local economy 
• Smarter in its use of resources 
• Resilient 
• Value for Money 
• Delivered on time, on budget, to quality standards 
• Manageable, operable and maintainable 

 
 
 
 

RIVERFRONT HISTORY 

 
 
The graphic below is a screen shot 
of the new Riverfront Development 
programs web site. Visitors can 
obtain up to date information on 
the various development projects.  

 

 
See how Nashville progressed in 
the 1800's. 
Learn More >  

 

 
Learn about the growth of Nash-
ville's skyline.  
Learn More > 

 

 
Learn about the beginning of 
Nashville's riverfront. 
Learn More >  

http://www.nashvilleriverfront.org/
http://www.nashvilleriverfront.org/about_history_1800s.html
http://www.nashvilleriverfront.org/about_history_1900s.html
http://www.nashvilleriverfront.org/about_history_1700s.html
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Parks Launches New and Improved Website 

The Parks and Recreation Department recently launched a 
new website that offers user-friendly navigation to promote 
Nashville’s diverse recreation and wellness opportunities. 
Parks facilities offer a wide-range of programs and ser-
vices for people of all ages. 
 
You can visit Metro Parks on the web at: 
www.nashville.gov/parks/  

Screen shot of Parks new web site 

2011 marks the 45th anniversary of the establishment of the Met-
ropolitan Historical Commission. To celebrate this exciting mile-
stone, each month the commission will feature a series of historic 
preservation highlights from Nashville history. Highlights include: 
 
February 23, 1972 – A banner day for Davidson County additions 
to the National Register of Historic Places! Two Rivers, the Sec-
ond Avenue Commercial District, The Parthenon, and the Old 
Gymnasium at Vanderbilt University were all officially listed in the 
National Register on this date. Two Rivers and The Parthenon 
(along with Centennial Park) were designated local Historic Land-
marks in July 1999, and Second Avenue became a Historic Pres-
ervation Zoning Overlay District in March 1997. Not to be out-
done, the Old Gym received a Preservation Award from the MHC 
at the Second Annual Architectural Awards Program in 1974.      
 
Many other properties were listed in the National Register in Feb-
ruaries of years past: Tulip Grove (1970), Fisk University Historic 
District (1978), Demonbreun’s Cave (1980), Cheatham Building 
(1980), and Longleat (1984). 
 
February 16, 1983 – After holding the first “Metro Nashville Con-
ference on Afro-American History and Culture” on September 9, 
1981, co-hosting organizations Tennessee State University and 
the Metropolitan Historical Commission held the second confer-
ence on this date. Next week, we celebrate the 30th anniversary 
of this annual gathering of historians, educators, students, and 
friends--now known as the Nashville Conference on African-
American History and Culture.   
   
February 19, 2001 – In November 1996, the United States Con-
gress officially designated the Tennessee Civil War National Heri-
tage Area (TCWNHA). In 1998, the Center for Historic Preserva-
tion (CHP) at Middle Tennessee State University was charged 
with creating a Compact and Master Plan to develop, implement, 
and manage the TCWNHA. At a ceremony on this date, Governor 
Don Sundquist approved the Compact and Master Plan devel-
oped by the CHP and its statewide partners.  
 
February 25, 2005 – Dedication of MHC historical marker honor-
ing Randall Jarrell.  
 
Utopia Hotel, 206 4th Avenue North (1979); Woodland-in-Waverly 
Historic District (1982); James Buchanan House, 2910 Elm Hill 
Pike (1984); Davidson County Courthouse, Public Square (1987); 
Waverly Place Historic District (1995); 

 
 
Cameron School, 1034 1st Avenue South (2005); Vanderbilt Uni-
versity’s Arthur J. Dyer Observatory, 1000 Oman Drive (2009) 
 
March 21-22, 1979 – Nashville hosted “Downtown as Resource: 
Strategies for Main Street Revitalization.” The National Trust for 
Historic Preservation and the Southeastern Region office of the 
U.S. Chamber of Commerce co-sponsored the two-day confer-
ence on downtown revitalization which met at the Hyatt Regency. 
 
March 13, 1981 – Dedication of the Historical Marker for 
“Mansker’s First Fort” in Goodlettsville. The marker is located on 
Long Hollow Pike near Moss Wright Park. Want to know more 
about this marker? Visit our website! www.nashville.gov/mhc 
 
1996 – After fifteen years of planning and a few stops and starts, 
Richland-West End became Nashville’s third Neighborhood Con-
servation Overlay district. As reported in the Spring 1996 History 
Gram, “Richland-West End’s success has piqued the interest of a 
number of historic neighborhoods…to get protective zoning for 
their own areas.” 
 
March 8, 1997 – Dedication of the Historical Marker for “Lake 
Providence Community.” Visit our website to learn more! 
 
March 5, 2001 – HGTV featured the Lockeland Springs home of 
MHZC staff member (now Executive Director) Tim Walker on “If 
Walls Could Talk,” a regular feature on home restoration and his-
tory  
 
Source: Historical commission February  2011 Newsletter 
 

New!  Call for Nominations: 2011 Preservation Awards 
 
Nomination forms are now available for the Metropolitan Historical 
Commission’s 36th Annual Preservation Awards program. The 
deadline to submit nominations is Friday, March 25, 2011—late 
submissions will not be accepted; early nominations are always 
appreciated! Mark your calendars for Wednesday, May 11th and 
plan to join us for the awards program at 4:30 p.m. at the Nash-
ville Public Library, 615 Church Street.  
 
To learn more about the awards program and to download the 
nomination form, please visit the Preservation Awards page of our 
website: www.nashville.gov/mhc. 

The Metropolitan Historical Commission is turning 45!  

http://www.nashville.gov/parks/
http://www.nashville.gov/parks
http://www.nashville.gov/parks/
http://www.nashville.gov/
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Mayor, HCA Announce Agreement to Develop  
New Public Health Headquarters 

Government / business partnership to benefit entire County 

Mayor Karl Dean 
announced an agree-
ment with Nashville-
based HCA to de-
velop a new main 
public health facility 
for the Metro Nash-
ville Public Health 
Department. 

The agreement will 
allow for an ex-
change of property 
between HCA and 
Metro Government 
that will provide Nashville with a new, state-of-the-art public 
health facility on Charlotte Avenue and give HCA ownership of 
the current Lentz Health Center property adjacent to its Centen-
nial Medical Center complex. An ordinance to approve the agree-
ment will be filed with the Metro Council in the near future. 

“This agreement is an absolute win-win for the city and for HCA,” 
Dean said. “The citizens of Nashville will be getting a better, 
more accessible public health facility, and HCA will have the op-
portunity to expand the campus of Centennial Medical Center. 
Combined with the work that will soon be underway on the 28th 
Avenue Connector nearby, this project will help revitalize Char-
lotte Avenue and generate new economic development opportu-
nities – all while improving our ability to provide critical public 
health services to our citizens.”   

 “This is an excellent example of government and business work-
ing together for everyone’s benefit,” said HCA Chairman and 
Chief Executive Officer Richard M. Bracken. “Once again this 
demonstrates the great leadership of our city, and we look for-
ward to working with Metro to make these projects a reality.” 

The current Lentz Public Health Center, which serves as both a 
clinic and as the administrative offices for the Metro Public Health 
Department, was built in 1958, expanded in 1978 and has never 

been renovated to meet the modern needs of providing public 
health services. Prior capital improvement budgets included 
plans to renovate the building at a cost of $22 million. For no 
more than $28.5 million, HCA will construct a new public health 
headquarters to replace Lentz with a LEED-certified facility with-
out the inconvenience of Metro Public Health having to relocate 
its operations during construction. 

“The Lentz Health Center has been an important part of Nash-
ville's history for the past 50 years,” said Bill Paul, M.D., Director 
of Health. “For the past 10 years we have looked at a number of 
solutions to meet ADA compliance, improve building inefficien-
cies, and address growing structural issues. A new building on 
Charlotte would meet ADA compliance standards, be designed 
for today's workforce and services to our customers, and offer 
direct access to a major MTA bus line.”  

As part of the agreement, HCA will finance the new public health 
center until construction is completed and supervise the con-
struction process. Metro will compensate HCA with 3 percent 
interest on the cost of construction and a $50,000 fee to cover 
administrative costs. HCA will also be given a five-year tax 
abatement on the Lentz property and an additional five years 
with a 50 percent abatement, since there are no immediate plans 
to occupy the building or expand on the property. 

Mayor Karl Dean, with HCA Chairman and Chief 
Executive Officer Richard M. Bracken (at left) 
announced the agreement to develop a New 
Public Health Headquarters.  

Davidson County Clerk John Arriola’s main office has returned to 
the Howard Office Building at 700 Second Avenue South.  The 
County clerk’s office is the latest Metro agency to move back into 
the newly renovated space that is part of the Fulton Complex.  
 
The clerk’s office processes over 580,000 vehicle registrations 
issued each year, the scope of our services includes 27,000 
business licenses, occupancy tax for 225 hotels/motels, over 
8,000 notary licenses, and issuing more than 6,000 marriage 
licenses annually.  

The main office at the Howard Office also processes applications 
for passports.  
 
The Clerk’s office is a busy place. Davidson County Clerk, John 
Arriola, always looks for new ways to better serve the residents 
of Davidson County. If there is anything that we can assist you 
with, feel free to call us at (615)862-6050 or email us here. 

http://www.dcclerkonline.com/contact.php
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Mayor Karl Dean announced that a team has been assembled to 
develop a unified flood preparedness program to lessen the dam-
ages that could be caused by future flood events in Nashville and 
Davidson County. 
 
The program team consists of representatives from Metro Gov-
ernment, including the Mayor’s Office, Metro Water Services, the 
Office of Emergency Management and Metro Public Works. The 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers will be a key partner with Metro. 
The process will also engage several other state and federal 
agencies, including the Federal Emergency Management 
Agency, the Tennessee Emergency Management Agency, the 
Tennessee Department of Environment and Conservation, the 
Tennessee Wildlife Resources Agency, and the Tennessee 
Natural Resources Conservation Service. 
 
Engineering firm Barge Waggoner Sumner & Cannon Inc. has 
been hired to serve as project manager, along with AMEC, which 
specializes in environmental projects. 
 
“Developing a comprehensive flood preparedness program is the 
next step in our city’s long-term recovery from the May flood,” 
Dean said. “What we experienced in May has been called a 
1,000-year flood, but we have to assume it can happen again. 
And if it does, we have to have the systems in place to better 
protect our city’s assets, our economy, and most importantly, our 
citizens’ lives and property. I feel it is critical that we move ahead 
with developing this program immediately and not wait for the 
federal government to do it for us.” 
 
Nashville is initiating this program through a local partnership 
with the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers because the typical fed-
eral process for developing a flood protection program would 

take another three to four years. 
 
The process for developing the unified flood preparedness pro-
gram will involve reviewing the “lessons learned” from the May 
2010 flood, including the vulnerabilities along the Cumberland 
River and its main tributaries, and developing flood risk reduction 
alternatives to address them. Flood solutions that will be consid-
ered in the program may include additional floodwalls or levees, 
flood proofing, channel improvements, and water storage and 
diversion. The program will also consider additional flood mitiga-
tion measures, such as building elevation levels, and flood fore-
casting and warning systems. 
 
“The goal of this effort is to develop a prioritized project list from 
which we can seek partnership in funding with local, state and 
federal agencies and partners to construct projects that will im-
prove long-term flood protection for Nashville and Davidson 
County,” Director of Metro Water Services Scott Potter said. 
Existing and on-going projects and studies will be taken into ac-
count during the program’s development, such as previous wa-
tershed studies, Metro Water Services’ Major Capital Improve-
ment Program, and the Flood Mitigation Home Buyout Program. 
 
The process will be collaborative and seek involvement from key 
stakeholders from across the county including critical service 
providers, environmental groups, the business community, and 
the public at large. Public meetings will be used to gather input 
on the various flood risk reduction alternatives and the compre-
hensive plan. 
 
The development of the program is expected to take approxi-
mately 10 months. 

Mayor Announces Process to Develop Unified Flood Preparedness Program  
Senator Henry encourages citizens to take advantage of this energy reduction program 

You want Fries with that? 

I’m pretty sure Guy  Fieri , host of the Food Networks “Diners, 
Drive-ins and Dives is not going  to be visiting this little jewel, al-
though had it opened, it would certainly qualify as a dive! 
 
Located smack dab in a residentially zoned neighborhood, the 
proprietors of this little establishment had sought to capitalize on 
the rib boom. Nescie just couldn't understand why she couldn’t 
open a rib shack in this house.  
 
Under the heading of, “You are what you eat,” I’m wondering how 
long one would have to wait for a case of Montezuma's revenge 
to set in after one of her slabs?  
 
Do you have a beauty you would like to share? Send it in to us, 
because truth really is stranger than fiction! You can email your 
candidates to bill.penn@nashville.gov .  

http://www.nashville.gov/codes


 

 

Codes & Bui ld ing Safet y—E-News For  Neighborhoods  Page 10  

Terry Cobb and Bill Penn welcome your feedback on our   
e-newsletter. Please send your comments to  

Bill Penn, at bill.penn@nashville.gov 
Assistant Director, Property Standards Div , 862-6590 

PASS IT ON! 
Pass the word about our newsletter!  We would be 
honored if you would share our newsletter with your 
colleagues and co-workers.  If anyone would like to 
sign up to receive it themselves, they just need to 
send us their email, and we will be happy to “Pass It 
On” to them. 

Department of  
Codes & Building Safety 

 
Metro Office Building 
800 2nd Ave., South 
Nashville, TN 37210 

615-862-6590 / Fax 862-6593 
 

Mayor - Karl F. Dean 
 

Director - Terrence Cobb 
Asst. Director - Bill Penn 

Office Hours: Mon-Fri / 7:30-4:00 

Save The Date October 1st 

Codes Announces  

15th Annual Metro Codes Charity Golf Tournament  

The 15th Annual Metro Codes Charity 
Golf Tournament will be held on Octo-
ber 1, 2011 at the Ted Rhodes Golf 
Course.  
 
Last year’s tournament, was the most 
successful in the events 14 year history. 
Through the support of 140 sponsors 
and 128 golfers,  $29,000 was donated 
to local charities through the Metro Em-
ployees Consolidated Charities Cam-
paign (MECCC). 
 
This year, all proceeds will again go to 
the MECCC for the benefit of local 
charities, Easter Seals Camp Programs 
and the Harris-Hillman School. 

14th Annual Metro Codes  
Charity Golf Tournament a Success 

Terry Cobb, Director of Codes & 
Building Safety with Carla Langley, 
presented a check to Mayor Karl 
Dean for $28,000 in support of the 
City’s Metropolitan Employees 
Combined Charities Campaign.  
 
These funds were raised by the 
annual Codes Golf Tournament 
held in October of last year. This 
years event set a record for monies 
raised.  

Pictured, left to right: Carla Langley, Codes MECCC Chair, 
Mayor Karl Dean, and Terry Cobb, Director of Codes & Build-
ing Safety.  

mailto:bill.penn@nashville.gov

