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STAFF RECOMMENDATION 

1014 Stones River Road (Stone Hall and Outbuildings)  

June 17, 2015 

 

Application: Historic Landmark Overlay for Stone Hall and Outbuildings 

Map and Parcel Numbers:  08500001800, 08500001700, 08500021400 

Council Districts:  14  

Applicant:  Mayor Karl Dean 

Project Lead:  Robin Zeigler, robin.zeigler@nashville.gov, 615-862-7970 

 

 

 

 

Description of Project:  Mayor Karl Dean is requesting that Stone 

Hall and Outbuildings be adopted as a Historic Landmark Overlay.   

 

Recommendation Summary:  Staff suggest the Commission 

recommend to City Council that Stone Hall and Outbuildings be 

adopted as Historic Landmark District with one condition that: 

1. The Stone Hall Land Trust Easement be adopted as design 

review tool to be used in addition to the Historic Landmark 

Design Guidelines. 

The site meets the standards of the Ordinance for a Historic 

Landmark Overlay and is listed in the National Register of Historic 

Places. 

 

 

Attachments 

A: Stone Hall Land 

Trust Easement 
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Stone Hall 
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Background: 
Stone Hall: 

 

Stone Hall is a 9.6 acre parcel that includes multiple 

historic buildings and serves as a trailhead for the 

Greenway system. 

 

The primary structure is a Colonial Revival house 

constructed in 1918 for the Dempsey Cantrell family, 

following the East Nashville Fire of 1916, when the 

Cantrells left Russell Street for the then-rural Donelson-Hermitage section, on land 

owned by Mrs. Cantrell’s father.   Noted Nashville architect George D. Waller was the 

architect and Elly Hayes was the stone mason.  The house is a 2866 square feet, two-story 

frame building with a local limestone veneer, concrete tile roof and an exterior stone 

chimney.  Built on high ground above the Stones River, Stone Hall is a landmark 

building in the Donelson-Hermitage area of Davidson County. 

 

Eversong Cabin, overlooking the Stones 

River, is believed to be a historic log cabin 

moved to this location from Wilson County 

in the early 20
th

 century.  It is a 1178 square 

foot log building with dove-tail notching at 

the corners.  It is 2.5 stories and has a 

pressed metal gable roof and an exterior 

stone chimney.  Nora Johnson Cantrell, the 

original owner of Stone Hall, was a 

published poet, and she used this cabin as 

an artist retreat for other poets, authors, and 

artists. 

 

The smokehouse was constructed 1917-1918 and has 

been converted into a small guest house of 

approximately 345 square feet.   
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A large barn, estimated to be constructed about 

the same time as the main house, sits in the 

northwest corner of the property.  Additional 

historic features of the site include stone walls, 

an iron gate and fence, well, stone carriage step 

and a fountain. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Cantrell’s daughter, Angie Merritt Donelson, moved here with her family in the 

1960s, and the property remained in the family until being purchased by the Metro 

Government for an addition to the Parks and Greenways system in late 2006.   The 

property is listed in the National Register of Historic Places. 

 

The Land Trust for Tennessee holds a conservation easement, adopted in 2006, for the 

Stone Hall property that Staff recommends adopting as an additional design review tool.  

The requirements of the easement include: 

 Stone Hall and Eversong Cabin shall be maintained in their existing condition and 

cannot be replaced or expanded. 

 New structures consistent with the use of a public park such as restroom facilities, 

and administrative offices may be constructed as long as they are less than 5000 

square feet. 

 Site features may be added such as picnic tables, park benches, trails, trailheads 

and associated parking as long as they are “located and situated so as not to 

disturb the historic integrity of Stone Hall”. 

 Construction of a road along the northern portion of the property that will allow 

access to a planned residential development to the west and northwest. 

 Permanent prohibitions against construction and development (other than noted 

above), excavation, dumping of materials, pollution, commercial and industrial 

activities. 
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Applicable Ordinance: 

 

Article III. Historic Overlay Districts 

17.36.120 Historic Districts Defined.  B. Historic Landmark.  An historic landmark is 

defined as a building, structure, site or object, its appurtenances and the property it is 

located on, of high historical, cultural, architectural or archaeological importance; whose 

demolition or destruction would constitute an irreplaceable loss to the quality and 

character of Nashville and Davidson County; and that meets one or more of the following 

criteria: 

1.  The historic landmark is associated with an event that has made a significant 

contribution to local, state or national history; 

2.  It is associated with the lives of persons significant in local, state or national 

history; 

3.  It embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period or method of 

construction, or that represents the work of a master, or that possesses high 

artistic value; 

4.  It has yielded or may be likely to yielded archaeological information important 

in history or prehistory; or 

5. It is listed or is eligible for listing in the National Register of Historic Places. 

 

Analysis and Findings:   
 

Stone Hall:   Stone Hall meets standards 3 and 5 of the ordinance because of the 

architectural style of the two principle buildings and because it is listed in the National 

Register of Historic Places. 

 

The statement of significance from the National Register of Historic Places nomination 

reads: 

 

Stone Hall was built in 1918 by Nashville architect George Waller for the Cantrell 

family.  The nomination includes Stone Hall, Eversong and several outbuildings.  

The property is nominated to the National Register under criterion C for local 

significance in Colonial Revival architecture.  The Colonial Revival style of the two 

story house’s exterior is seen in the stonework, symmetrical façade design, entry 

with sidelights and transom; tile roof with hip roof dormers, multiple light windows, 

and large multiple light bay windows.  Inside, the house retains historic woodwork, 

floor plan and fireplaces.  The portico and some of the interior woodwork add a 

Craftsman element to the exterior of the house.  Everson represents a different 

version of the Colonial Revival, the long house.  The one and one-half story house 

has exposed logs, multiple light windows, and an exterior stone chimney that are a 

twentieth century representation of early colonial houses.  The interior of Everson 

has its original wood work and fireplaces.  Other outbuildings on the complex and 

the setting contributing to the significance the property.  Stone Hall and associated 

resources retain a high degree of integrity. 
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In addition to the Landmark Design Guidelines, staff recommends adopting the Land 

Trust for Tennessee’s conservation easement to assist with design review decisions.  Staff 

has reviewed the document (Attachment A) and does not find any conflicts with the 

Secretary of Interior Standards.   

 

Current plans for the site, also do not conflict with the Standards and include parking for 

the trailhead and for the barn, picnic tables, trailhead signage, a crosswalk to the barn, 

semi-attached restroom, and signage for the bike/canoe rental.  Exact locations and 

designs have not been finalized. 

 

Staff suggests the Commission recommend to City Council that Stone Hall and 

Outbuildings be adopted as Historic Landmark District with one condition that: 

1. The Stone Hall Land Trust Easement be adopted as design review tool to be used 

in addition to the Historic Landmark Design Guidelines. 

The site meets the standards of the Ordinance for a Historic Landmark Overlay and is 

listed in the National Register of Historic Places. 

 


