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STAFF RECOMMENDATION 

515 Madison Street 

March 21, 2018 

 

Application: Signage 

District: Germantown Historic Preservation Zoning Overlay 

Council District: 19 

Map and Parcel Number:  08213019900 

Applicant:  Tony Hatchell, Bennu Enterprises 

Project Lead:  Melissa Sajid, melissa.sajid@nashville.gov 

 

Description of Project:  Application is to install a projecting sign 

at the corner of Jefferson Street and 5
th

 Avenue North.  

 

Recommendation Summary:  Staff recommends approval of the 

proposed projecting sign with the condition that the sign be 

inspected by MHZC staff prior to installation, finding that the sign 

is proportional to the building and meets the Germantown Historic 

Preservation Zoning Overlay design guidelines. 

  

 

Attachments 

A: Site Plan 

B: Elevations 

 

 

 

DAVID BRILEY 

MAYOR 
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Vicinity Map:  

 

 
 

 

Aerial Map: 
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Applicable Design Guidelines: 

 

VI.  SIGNAGE 

 

A. GENERAL PRINCIPLES 

  

Where a sign is proposed to encroach into the public right-of-way an application shall also be made with the 

Public Works Department.   The requirements of the Public Works Department available at their 

website: www.nashville.gov/Public-Works/Developer-Services.aspx, in addition to the MHZC 

submittal requirements. 

  

1. For properties in the Rosa L Parks Blvd. Zone signage requirements shall be the same 

regulations as those that govern the opposite side of the street but are not located in 

the Germantown HPZO. 

  

2.  Buildings with multiple tenants or the possibility of multiple tenants should consider 

submittal of a sign plan, even if not all signage will be installed immediately, to assure 

that all tenants have the possibility of signage.   

  

3.  The MHZC does not review signage inside a building or sidewalk signage that is 

removed at the end of each business day. 

  

4. Signs shall be limited to on-premises signs related to the use or business conducted on 

the same site. 

  

5. A sign shall be brought into compliance with the provisions of these design guidelines if at 

any time the sign is altered, repaired, restored or rebuilt to the extent that the cost exceeds 

fifty percent of the estimated replacement cost of the sign (in current dollar value).  This 

does not include a panel change in a non-conforming cabinet sign, which shall be 

permitted.  All permits within any six consecutive calendar months shall be aggregated for 

purposes of measuring the fifty percent standard.  If the alteration or repair is caused by 

involuntary damage or casualty, the design may be altered or repaired to its pre-damaged 

condition.  

  

6. A sign may be removed or taken off-site for repair and maintenance. The sign must be 

returned to the original location within 90 days of removal.  

 

7.  Abandoned, deteriorated, or damaged signs and sign posts shall be removed. 
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8.  Signage not permitted: 

 billboards or general advertising signs  

 marquee type signs for announcements of activities taking place at the location 

(exceptions: churches, schools, and institutional use) 

 rooftop signs  

 Signs promoting off-site businesses 

 pole-mounted  

 signs that are put in motion by the atmosphere  

  

B. DESIGN GUIDELINES 

  

1. Signage Allotment 

  

a. Maximum square footage per building type, may be divided into multiple signs. 

Low, mid-rise, mixed use and commercial: 1 square foot of sign area is allowed per 

linear foot of building façade. Measurements for linear feet shall be at grade, on the 

front of the building.  For corner lots, the same amount of signage allotment as 

allocated to the front, shall be available for the secondary street-facing side of the 

building. 

  

2. Location 

See additional guidance under “signage type.” 

  

a. Signage should be placed in locations historically used for signage on the specific building 
type it is associated with and should not obscure transoms, columns, cornices, decorative 
elements, or key architectural features. 
  

b. Permanent window painted signs are not reviewed if painted on the inside of the glass. 

  

c. Signs for multiple tenant occupancies/multiple businesses shall be of similar material and 

design. 

 

d.  Rooftop signage or signage is not appropriate. 

  

3. Materials 

  

a. All permanent, on-premises signs shall be constructed of a rigid, weatherable material 
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such as hard plastic, wood, MDO plywood, aluminum, steel, PVC, glass, fiberglass, or 

Plexiglas.  Wood or painted metal are preferable materials. On-premises permanent 

signs shall not be constructed of nonrigid materials including, but not limited to, vinyl, 

fabric, canvas, or corrugated plastic.  The provisions of this subsection shall not apply to 

approved, permitted canopies, awnings and porticos. 

  

b. Painted Signs and Decals (attached to wall with adhesive):  All masonry painting and 

decals , whether for signage, to change the color of the building or structure, or for 

artwork (murals) shall be reviewed by the MHZC. (Please see section on “walls” for 

guidance on painting a masonry building.)  Signs painted or attached with adhesive 

directly on a non-contributing building or a historic commercial building type that has 

already been painted are appropriate if they follow these design criteria: 

 Should only be added to rear or secondary elevations, beyond the first bay of the 

building, and should not cover transoms, columns, cornices, decorative elements, 

openings and architectural features, or require the enclosure of openings.   

 Painted or adhered signage or artwork is not appropriate on main facades.   

 The size of a painted sign should be appropriate for the size of the building and should 

generally not be more than 50 square feet in size.   

 Painted signs should serve as a sign for the current occupant(s) and should not advertise 

off-site businesses or products.   

 Generally, painted signage should not have lighting; however, if lighting is necessary, it 

should be between one and two gooseneck lights or another type of light that can be 

hidden by an architectural feature.  Metallic, fluorescent and day-glow paints are not 

appropriate. 

  

4. Signage Illumination 

  

a. External light sources shall be placed close to, and directed onto the sign and shielded to 

minimize glare into the street, sidewalks or adjacent properties. 

  

b. Projecting light fixtures used for externally illuminated signs shall be simple and 

unobtrusive in appearance.  They should not obscure the sign. 

  

c. Buildings and signs may be illuminated by remote light sources, provided that these light 

sources are shielded to minimize glare to adjacent properties. 

  

d. Lettering may be internally lit or back-lit in all zones except for the National Register 

zone.  For cabinet signs, the background must be opaque.  Only text may be illuminated, 
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and a halo of one inch around text logos may be non-opaque.   

  

e. The following light sources are prohibited: 

 Exposed neon 

 Signs that flash, blink, revolve, or race  

 Visible bulbs, luminous paints, or plastics  

 Lighting that changes color 

 Signs with changing and moving lighted images 

  
C. ADDITIONAL GUIDANCE BY SIGN TYPE  

    

5. Projecting Sign 

A projecting sign is a type of building sign that projects outward from the façade, typically at 

a ninety degree angle.  Projecting signs are typically, but not always, vertically oriented and 

generally mounted above the first floor.  They are only appropriate on commercial building 

types. 

  

a. Projecting signs shall be limited to one per property for each street frontage. 

  

b. The size and projection of a projecting signs should be proportional to the building and 

not exceed a maximum of 16 square feet (one side) and a projection of more than six feet 

from the building face. Maximum thickness should be limited to one foot.  

  

c. A projecting sign is generally only appropriate for buildings taller than two stories. 

  

d. A projecting sign may be erected on a building corner when the building corner adjoins 

the intersection of two streets.  

  

e. A projecting sign shall be located below the windows sills of the third story. 

  

f. The top of a projecting sign shall not extend above the building eave or top of parapet. 

  
g. A projecting sign can be externally or internally illuminated in accordance with the 

Illumination design guidelines. 

  

h. A projecting sign cannot cover windows or architectural details. 
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Background: 515 Madison Street is the site of a large mixed-use development on the 

southern edge of the Germantown Historic Preservation Zoning Overlay (Figure 1). The 

development was approved by MHZC in May 2008, and a projecting sign similar to this 

request was approved by MHZC in October 2011. The projecting sign was not 

constructed, and the preservation permit expired. Two wall signs on the 5
th

 Avenue North 

façade were approved administratively in March 2017. 

 

 
Figure 1:  View of the site from the Jefferson Street and 5

th
 Avenue North intersection 

 

Analysis and Findings:   
 

Building Type:  The subject property is located in the Jefferson Street sub-district, and 

the building type is mixed use as it includes multi-family residential and commercial 

uses.  

 

Projecting Sign:  The proposed projecting sign is vertically oriented and will be located at 

the corner of 5
th

 Avenue North and Jefferson Street (Figure 1). The sign will be mounted 

to the Jefferson Street façade near the corner. Although Section VI.C.5.e. of the design 

guidelines states that “a projecting sign shall be located below the window sills of the 

third story,” the building is designed so that the second and third stories read as one level, 

distinguished from the first and fourth stories by horizontal breaks and material changes. 

Therefore, staff finds the sign to be appropriately scaled to the building and to meet the 

intent of the design guidelines.    

 

The proposed projecting sign is approximately twenty-seven square feet (27 sq. ft.), 

which exceeds the maximum of sixteen square feet (16 sq. ft.) for projecting signs. The 

site is a very large mixed-use development that is the width of an entire block along four 



515 Madison Street Metro Historic Zoning Commission, March 21, 2018  8 

street frontages and includes building heights of three to five stories. Given the scale of 

the development, staff finds that the proposed projecting size is proportional to the 

building and is appropriate in this case. In addition, only one projecting sign has been 

requested for the development. 

 

As proposed, the sign is ten feet, eight inches (10’-8”) tall, spanning part of the second 

and third stories. The main body of the sign will be composed of five square cabinets, 

each seven and one-half (7 ½”) thick. The sign will project approximately three feet, two 

inches (3’-2”) from the face of the building. These dimensions meet Section VI. C.5.b of 

the design guidelines. 

 

The sign consists of internally illuminated aluminum cabinets that are connected by a 

steel structure. Both the materials and internal illumination meet the Germantown design 

guidelines.  

 

Recommendation:  Staff recommends approval of the proposed projecting sign with the 

condition that the sign be inspected by MHZC staff prior to installation, finding that the 

sign is proportional to the building and meets the Germantown Historic Preservation 

Zoning Overlay design guidelines. 
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SIGN TYPE CS

OWNER TO CONFIRM CANOPY MOUNTING LOCATION

10
'-

8"

3 ' - 1  3 / 4 "

msajid
Text Box
Jefferson Street facade at 5th Avenue North

msajid
Callout
Canopy and canopy sign not included with this application.
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