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STAFF RECOMMENDATION 

1205 Fourth Avenue North  

June 20, 2018 

 

Application: Signage - violation 

District: Germantown Historic Preservation Zoning Overlay 

Council District: 19 

Map and Parcel Number: 08209030900 

Applicant:  Tim Shrum 

Project Lead:  Melissa Sajid, melissa.sajid@nashville.gov  

 

Description of Project:  Signage including a monument sign, 

shingle sign, wall sign, and small pole sign were installed without a 

preservation permit. 

 

Recommendation Summary:  Staff recommends approval with 

the conditions that the monument sign is removed and that the 

shingle sign is moved to hang from the porch rack.  With these 

conditions, the project could meet Section VI. A and B. of the 

Germantown Historic Preservation Zoning District: Handbook and 

Design Guidelines.   

 

Attachments 

A: Photographs 

B: Elevations 

 

 

DAVID BRILEY 

MAYOR 

mailto:melissa.sajid@nashville.gov
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Vicinity Map:  

 
 

 

Aerial Map: 



1205 Fourth Avenue North                                Metro Historic Zoning Commission                     June 20, 2018 3 

Applicable Design Guidelines: 

 
III.  NEW CONSTRUCTION 

 

B.  BUILDING TYPES 

 

The Commission only reviews the design of buildings, sites and improvements. Applicants should check 

with the Metro Codes Department to assure that the intended use is permitted. 

 

1. House Building Type 

A house is a low-rise detached structure suitable as a residence. It is generally 1, 1.5 or 2 stories.  

Vehicular access is from the side street or alley. 

 

The pedestrian entrance is located along the primary street frontage of the building.  This building 

type typically has a pitched roof.  Common forms in this district are side and front gables, hipped 

and pyramidal, hipped with gables and cross gabled forms.  Mansard roof forms are atypical and 

generally not appropriate.  When used, mansard roof forms should be minimal and be proportional 

to historic mansard roofs.  Typical pitch ranges from 7/12 to 14/12. 

 

5. Corner Commercial Building Type 

A Corner Commercial building is 1 or 2 stories with a commercial use or mixed use.  At least one 

primary pedestrian entrance is provided along the primary street frontage and a secondary entrance 

may be along the side street.  These buildings are typically narrower than other commercial types, 

less than 50’ wide across the front.  Vehicular access is from the alley.  These buildings may 

occupy the full frontage of its lot, eliminating most side yards except for instances of required 

public pedestrian passages from the rear of the lot.  This building type typically has a flat roof with 

a parapet. 

 

VI.  SIGNAGE 

 

A.  General Principles 

 

Where a sign is proposed to encroach into the public right-of-way an application shall also be made with 

the Public Works Department. The requirements of the Public Works Department available at their 

website: www.nashville.gov/Public-Works/ Developer-Services.aspx, in addition to the MHZC submittal 

requirements. 

 

1. For properties in the Rosa L Parks Blvd. Zone signage requirements shall be the same regulations 

as those that govern the opposite side of the street but are not located in the Germantown HPZO. 

 

2. Buildings with multiple tenants or the possibility of multiple tenants should consider submittal of 

a sign plan, even if not all signage will be installed immediately, to assure that all tenants have the 

possibility of signage. 

 

3. The MHZC does not review signage inside a building or sidewalk signage that is removed at the 

end of each business day. 

 

4. Signs shall be limited to on-premises signs related to the use or business conducted on the same 

site. 

 

5. A sign shall be brought into compliance with the provisions of these design guidelines if at any 

time the sign is altered, repaired, restored or rebuilt to the extent that the cost exceeds fifty percent 

of the estimated replacement cost of the sign (in current dollar value). This does not include a 

panel change in a non-conforming cabinet sign, which shall be permitted. All permits within any 

http://www.nashville.gov/Public-Works/
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six consecutive calendar months shall be aggregated for purposes of measuring the fifty percent 

standard. If the alteration or repair is caused by involuntary damage or casualty, the design may be 

altered or repaired to its pre-damaged condition. 

 

6. A sign may be removed or taken off-site for repair and maintenance. The sign must be returned to 

the original location within 90 days of removal. 

 

7. Abandoned, deteriorated, or damaged signs and sign posts shall be removed. 

 

8. Signage not permitted: 

 billboards or general advertising signs 

 marquee type signs for announcements of 

activities taking place at the location 

(exceptions: churches, schools, and 

institutional use) 

 rooftop signs 

 Signs promoting off-site businesses 

 pole-mounted 

 signs that are put in motion by the atmosphere 

 

B. Design Guidelines   

 

1. Signage Allotment 

 

  a.   Maximum square footage per building type, may be divided into multiple signs. 

 House Type: 6 square feet  

 Plex House: 6 square feet  

 House Court: 6 square feet  

 Townhouse: 6 square feet Courtyard: 6 square feet 

 Corner Commercial: 36 square feet 

 Low, mid-rise, mixed use and commercial: 1 square foot of sign area is allowed per linear foot    of   

building façade. Measurements for linear feet shall be at grade, on the front of the building.    

 For corner lots, the same amount of signage allotment as allocated to the front, shall be available for 

the secondary street-facing side of the building. 

 

2. Location 

See additional guidance under “signage type.” 

 

    a.   Signage should be placed in locations historically used for signage on the specific building type   

          it is associated with and should not  obscure transoms, columns, cornices, decorative elements,  

          or key architectural features. 

    b.  Permanent window painted signs are not reviewed if painted on the inside of the glass. 

    c.  Signs for multiple tenant occupancies/multiple businesses shall be of similar material and  

         design. 

    d.  Rooftop signage or signage is not appropriate. 
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3. Materials  

a. All permanent, on-premises signs shall be constructed of a rigid, weatherable material such as hard 

plastic, wood, MDO plywood, aluminum, steel, PVC, glass, fiberglass, or Plexiglas.  Wood or painted 

metal are preferable materials. On-premises permanent signs shall not be constructed of nonrigid 

materials including, but not limited to, vinyl, fabric, canvas, or corrugated plastic.  The provisions of 

this subsection shall not apply to approved, permitted canopies, awnings and porticos. 

  

b. Painted Signs and Decals (attached to wall with adhesive):  All masonry painting and decals, whether 

for signage, to change the color of the building or structure, or for artwork (murals) shall be reviewed 

by the MHZC. (Please see section on “walls” for guidance on painting a masonry building.)  Signs 

painted or attached with adhesive directly on a non-contributing building or a historic commercial 

building type that has already been painted are appropriate if they follow these design criteria: 

 Should only be added to rear or secondary elevations, beyond the first bay of the building, and should 

not cover transoms, columns, cornices, decorative elements, openings and architectural features, or 

require the enclosure of openings.   

 Painted or adhered signage or artwork is not appropriate on main facades.   

 The size of a painted sign should be appropriate for the size of the building and should generally not 

be more than 50 square feet in size.   

 Painted signs should serve as a sign for the current occupant(s) and should not advertise off-site 

businesses or products.   

 Generally, painted signage should not have lighting; however, if lighting is necessary, it should be 

between one and two gooseneck lights or another type of light that can be hidden by an architectural 

feature.  Metallic, fluorescent and day-glow paints are not appropriate. 

  

C. Additional Guidance by Sign Type 

 

1. Wall Sign 

A wall sign is attached flat to, or mounted away from but parallel to the building façade and is 

appropriate for both commercial and residential building types. 

a. Wall mounted signs should be locate between the first and second stories on commercial 

building types or near front entrances on residential building types. 

b. No portion of a wall sign may extend above the roof line or above a parapet wall of a 

building with a flat roof. 

c. No portion of a wall sign may extend above the lower eave line of a building with a 

pitched roof. 

d. A wall sign cannot cover windows or architectural details. 

e. A wall sign can be externally or internally illuminated in accordance with the section on 

Illumination. 

 

4. Shingle Sign 

A shingle sign is a smaller building sign that projects outward, typically at a ninety degree angle, 

and hangs from a bracket or support that is located over or near a building entrance. Shingle signs 

are appropriate on residential and commercial building types. 

a. Signs shall be located within 8 feet of an active pedestrian building entrance. This 

distance requirement does not include service entries or entries that primarily remain 

locked. 

b. A corner building is allowed signs on both streets. 

c. A shingle sign shall be located below the window sills of the second story on a 

commercial building type or from a front porch rack on a residential building type. 
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d. A shingle sign shall not be internally illuminated. 

e. A shingle sign cannot cover windows or architectural details. 

 

6. Monument Sign 

A monument sign is a ground sign that is attached along its entire length to a continuous pedestal. 

Monument signs are appropriate on commercial and residential building types. 

a. Monument and freestanding signs shall be permitted only when a building sits more than 

15 feet from a public street. 

b. Monument signs shall be limited to a height of 4', a maximum thickness of 12", and a 

maximum square footage of 12'. 

c. A monument sign must be set back at least 5 feet from the front property line. 

 

 

 

 

 

Background: The building located at 1205 Fourth Avenue North is a 1930s brick 

bungalow that contributes to the character of Germantown (Figure 1).  The house 

includes a non-contributing rear addition that is addressed as 402 Madison Street but is 

located on the same parcel as the historic house (Figure 2).  The signage on the non-

historic addition was permitted prior to the 2017 amendments to the Germantown design 

guidelines.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Figure 1:  Historic building at 1205 Fourth Avenue North 

 

 
Figure 2:  Non-historic metal rear addition at 402 Madison Street 
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Analysis and Findings:  Signage includes a monument sign, shingle sign, wall sign, and 

pole sign that were installed on site without a preservation permit (Figures 3 – 6). 

 

  
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Allotment:  The maximum allotment for signage is based on the building type. Since this 

building appears to be two separate buildings, of two different forms with two different 

businesses, staff recommends that, in terms of signage, the building be considered as two 

separate buildings.  The portion of the building where signage has been added is a 1930s 

brick bungalow, which is a common residential form. Given the height, roof form, and 

front setback, this structure is considered a “house building type.” It is not uncommon for 

“house building types” to be used for commercial and office uses. The maximum 

allotment for a “house building type” is six square feet (6 sq. ft.). 

 

According to the information submitted by the applicant, the monument sign is twenty-

four square feet (24 sq. ft.), the shingle sign is four square feet (4 sq. ft.), and the wall 

sign is one and one-half square feet (1.5 sq. ft.). The pole sign in the parking area is two 

square feet (2 sq. ft.). The signage installed on the site totals thirty-one and one-half 

square feet (31.5 sq. ft.), which exceeds the overall allotment by over twenty-five square 

feet (25 sq. ft.). 

 

Figure 3:  Monument sign Figure 4:  Shingle sign 

Figure 5:  Wall sign Figure 6:  Pole sign 
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Staff recommends that pole/parking sign not be included in the allotment as it is a small, 

directional signage of minimum impact.  If this were a new proposal, there would be 

multiple options for revising the signage proposal in a manner that meets the design 

guidelines; however, in this case, the signage already exists.  Therefore staff recommends 

retaining the shingle sign (moving its location) and the wall sign and removing the 

monument sign, which would bring the total square footage to just below the allotment 

allowed for this building type.   

 

Staff finds that the project could meet Section VI.B.1.a. for allotment if the monument 

sign is removed.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Figure 7:  The two arrows show the appropriate location options for the shingle sign. 

 

Location:  The shingle sign is in an inappropriate location as it located on the historic 

porch post and is not located in typical locations for signage on residential forms, as 

would be required by the design guidelines.  An appropriate location for the shingle sign 

would be hanging from one of the side porch racks, where it does not obscure the porch 

post or other details.   

 

The applicant did not provide a scaled site plan showing the location of the monument 

sign in relation to the property line and building; therefore staff does not know whether or 

not the monument sign meets the design guidelines for location.  Monument signs are 

permitted only when a building sits more than fifteen feet (15’) from a public street. If a 

monument sign is permitted, then it must be setback at least five feet (5’) from the front 

property line.  The wall sign is in an appropriate location.   

 

With the condition that the monument sign is removed and the shingle sign is moved to 

hang from the porch rack, the project could meet Sections VI.B. 2. and VI.C.6. 

 

Materials & Unpermitted Signage Types:  According to the applicant, the material for the 

monument sign is wood, which is appropriate. However, the monument sign also 

includes manual changeable copy, which in the past, the Commission has only approved 
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for civic building forms. Design guideline VI.6.A specifically lists “marquee type signs 

for announcements of activities taking place at the location” as unpermitted signage. 

 

The wall, shingle, and parking signs are aluminum signs which meet the design 

guidelines. 

 

With the condition that the monument sign is removed and the shingle sign is moved to 

hang from the porch rack, the project could meet Sections VI.A.8 and VI.B.3 

 

Illumination:  The existing signs are not illuminated, and no illumination has been 

proposed. 

 

 

Recommendation Summary:  Staff recommends approval with the conditions that the 

monument sign is removed and that the shingle sign is moved to hang from the porch 

rack.  With these conditions, the project could meet Section VI. A and B. of the 

Germantown Historic Preservation Zoning District: Handbook and Design Guidelines.   

 

 

 

 



 
 

Providing Insurance and Financial Services                                                                                                                       

 
 
 
 

April 11, 2018 
 
 

 
Metropolitan Historic Zoning Commission 
3000 Granny White Pike 
Nashville TN  37204 
 
 
 
Re: 

Application: Signage  

District: Germantown Historic Preservation Zoning Overlay  

Council District: 19  

Map and Parcel Number: 08209030900  

Applicant:  State Farm Insurance - Tim Shrum  
 
 
 

Description of Project:  The request is to install a four feet by six 

feet (48” x 72”) sign parallel to and within yards of a non-

contributing, metal clad rear addition. Both the brick house and 

metal clad addition are attached/combined and are located outside 

the National Register boundaries.  

  

Request Summary:  State Farm requests approval of the proposed 

sign, finding that the project meets Section VI., A., 4-5, B., 1-3a, 

and the diagram labeled “Appropriate” of the Germantown Historic 

Preservation Zoning District: Handbook and Design Guidelines.    

  

  

Attachments  
A: Photographs  

B: Elevations  

  

  

 

Vicinity Map: 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tim Shrum 
1205 4th Ave N 
Nashville TN  37208 
615 922 2680 
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Arial Map: 
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Background: The building located at 1205 Fourth Avenue North is a 1930s brick bungalow 

that, even with the addition to the non-contributing structure that is accessible from this 

bungalow, contributes to the character of Germantown (Figure 1). The metal structure at 402 

Madison Street (Figure 2) is a rear attached structure addition to the historic building at 1205 

Fourth Avenue North. The metal clad rear addition was built before 1993, which was prior to the 

overlay, (Figures 3) and does not contribute to the character of the Germantown neighborhood. 

In 2015, preservation permits were issued to alter the door openings and add signage to the non-

historic addition. The subject property is not located within the Germantown National Register 

District.  

 
Figure 1:  Historic building at 1205 Fourth Avenue North 

 

 
 

 

 

  

 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  
Figure 2:  Non - historic metal rear addition at 402 Madison Street   
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Analysis and Findings:  The request is to install a four feet by six feet (48” x 60”) corner 

commercial lot on the rear façade of a non-contributing, metal clad rear addition. With it being a 

corner commercially zoned lot with thirty linear feet of front building façade (Figure 4), 

generally there should be an allowance of 36ft allocated for signage.  

 

 Figure 4:  Building Sketch  

Per Section VI. B., 1a: 

 

“Maximum square footage per building type, may be divided into multiple signs.  

House Type: 6 square feet  

Plex House: 6 square feet  

House Court: 6 square feet  

Townhouse: 6 square feet  

Courtyard: 6 square feet  

Corner Commercial: 36 square feet  

Low, mid-rise, mixed use and commercial: 1 square foot of sign area is allowed per linear foot 

of building façade. Measurements for linear feet shall be at grade, on the front of the building. 

For corner lots, the same amount of signage allotment as allocated to the front, shall be available 

for the secondary street-facing side of the building.” 

 

Request Summary:  As we feel it is consistent with the spirit of the guidelines while also 

strengthening the historic look and feel of Germantown, State Farm requests approval of a new 

permit change from the one currently in force for a 46” x 46” yard sign to include the proposed 

48” x 72” of the proposed project. This sign meets Section VI., A., 4-5, B., 1-3a, and the diagram 

labeled “Appropriate” of the Germantown Historic Preservation Zoning District: Handbook and 

Design Guidelines. 

 




