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During the Civil War, the hill upon which Fisk University
sits today (the highest point in Nashville) was a
Confederate fort. Upon its capture by Union troops, it
was used as an army barracks until after the war had
ended, at which point General Clinton B. Fisk donated
the land and barracks to create the Fisk Free Colored
School for the education of freedman. Within a year of its
founding, the school was incorporated as a normal
University for the training of teachers and saw its
enroliment rise from about 200 to over 600.

General Clinton B. Fisk (1828-1890)
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