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Autism Tour Instructions for the Parthenon
DeeGee Lester, Director of Education

Dear Teacher or Parent,
The following information will assist you in preparing students with Autism for their trip to the Parthenon. Because of its size, the Parthenon can have sensory adjustment challenges and advance preparation for the tour is particularly important. Below are tips for preparing your Autistic student(s) for a fun and memorable visit.

· Because of the building’s acoustics, it will be helpful if other students in your group are quiet throughout the tour to reduce sensitivity to noise.
· Be aware that restrooms are located only in the front lobby of the museum on the ground floor.
· Beyond the lobby, tours may enter into the exhibit area for the 1897 Tennessee Centennial Exposition. Students should be aware that this area of the museum is narrow, requiring single file lines and that the flooring is at a slight incline. Ramp lighting is dim, with brighter lighting in the ramp cases and on the photographs. 
· Upon entering the gallery lobby, the space widens and students will be led up-stairs to the Athena level. Students with special needs may go to the second floor by using the elevator.
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· On the upper level, students will sit on the floor at the feet of the 42-foot statue of Athena. Special needs children also have the option of sitting on one of the benches. The photo above will give an idea of the size of the statue in proportion to visitors, as well as an idea of the lighting in the room. One this level, the acoustical effect of the large space means there will be an adjustment in sound. Based on your own experience and knowledge of your students, you may wish to suggest to the autistic students how close to or far from the speaker they wish to sit for maximum comfort.
· Finally, the Treasury room behind the Athena statue offers much brighter lighting from the open doors and a better sound quality. You may also wish to make students aware that the bronze doors in this room are 24 feet high and each door weighs 7.5 tons. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]By giving Autistic students advance information about the sensory changes during their tour of the Parthenon, we hope to make this an exciting, educational, and comfortable visit for them. If you have questions, feel free to contact DeeGee.Lester@nashville.gov. 
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