
Welcome 
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Welcome from Catholic 
Charities of Tennessee 

 

Pam Russo 
Executive Director 
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Blessing of the Assembly 
Pastor William Harris 

Chair, Metropolitan Social Services – Board of Commissioners 
 
 

Welcome on behalf of Metropolitan Social Services 
Renee Pratt 

Executive Director, Metropolitan Social Services 
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8th Annual  
Community Needs Evaluation 

4 



5 



Population of Davidson County 
 

1900  122,815 

1950  321,758 

1960  399,743 

1970  448,003 

1980  477,811 

1990  510,784  

2000  569,891 

2010  628,133 

2015  678,889 
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Demographic and Social Data 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
About half are from Mexico



Foreign-Born Population in Davidson County = 90,051  (2015) 
 

51.0%  Entered before 2000  

42.0% Born in Latin America 

28.3% Born in Asia 

23.3% Born in Africa 

4.6% Born in Europe 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
51% entered before 2000, median age was 46.

5.6% Entered in 2010 or later, median age was 30.

1.8% born in North America - 
0.1% for in Oceania


9.6% of the foreign-born population over age 5 speak English less than very well – LEP.  
Most people learn to speak English, just takes time.  







Households include all persons who live in the housing unit, 
whether family or not. 

Family households include 
related family and can also 
include subfamily or others. 
 
Average Size – 3.1 / 56.4% 

Nonfamily households 
include people who live 
alone or live with other 
people who are not related. 
 
Average Size = 2.4 / 43.6% 
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87.1% 86.1% 88.3% 

30.6% 
25.7% 

38.6% 

United States Tennessee Davidson County

Percent of High School Graduates/Bachelor's Degrees 
For Population Age 25 or Over       

U.S., Tennessee, Davidson County, 2015 

Percent high school graduate or higher
Percent bachelor's degree or higher
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Veterans in Davidson County = 29,244 
• 30.9% have a disability (3 x as many as civilians) 
• Poverty rate is 7.0% for veterans / 14.3% for 

civilians 
• 87% served during period of war or conflict 

• 16.8% Gulf War (9/2001 or later) veterans 
• 20.3% Gulf War (8/1990 to 8/2001) veterans 
• 35.3% Vietnam era veterans  
• 9.2% Korean War veterans  
• 4.1% World War II veterans  
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Median Income = distribution half above and half below 

Mean Income = mathematical average; add all and divide 

Per Capita Income = mean income of everyone in the group; mathematical average 
 

 $45,929   $45,612   $47,571   $48,073   $52,026  

 $67,739   $66,333   $68,734   $69,999  
 $74,479  

2011 2012 2013 2014 2015

Median/Mean Household Income 
Davidson County, 2011-2015 

Median household income Mean household income

Socioeconomic Data 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Median Household Income 2015

20.6% with more than $100,000 median household income
22.3% have incomes below $25,000
12.2% have incomes below $15,000 – 33,382 households
7.0% have incomes below $10,000 – 19,115
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Below $30,000 in Red
$30,000-$45,000 in Orange

Davidson County median household income $52,026 – higher than Tennessee, lower than U.S.
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Per Capita Income, 2015 
 

U. S.  $29,979 

Tennessee $26,216 

Davidson Co. $31,480 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
District 30 per capita income, less than $16,000
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Poverty 

The Official Poverty Measure (1964) considers only 
the number in the household and money income. 
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20.2% 

19.3% 
18.9% 

17.8% 

19.9% 

16.9% 

2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015

Poverty Rate, All People 
Davidson County, 2010-2015 

In 2015, Davidson County’s poverty rate had decreased to 16.9%. 
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111,230 

 129,057  

 113,250  

 118,465  

 117,861  

 121,506  

 103,849  

 102,705  

 89,239  

 89,727  

 78,057  

 70,960  

2015

2014

2013

2012

2011

2010

2009

2008

2007

2006

2005

2000

Chart 4:  Number of Davidson County Residents in Poverty by Year 
2000-2015 
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20.1% 

17.3% 

16.9% 

15.7% 

15.0% 

13.5% 

11.1% 

9.5% 

6.8% 

4.7% 

32.4% 

30.6% 

27.5% 

20.7% 

21.9% 

17.3% 

12.5% 

11.4% 

7.1% 

5.3% 

Shelby

Madison

Davidson

Knox

Hamilton

Montgomery

Rutherford

Sumner

Wilson

Williamson

Percent of Poverty for All People and Under Age 18 
Select Tennessee Counties, 2015 

Under 18 years All People
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When the concentration of 
poverty reaches 20%, 
negative factors increase: 

• Crime 

• Increased dropouts 

• Duration of poverty 

• Fewer housing options 
 

Red areas = 30% or more 
 
Orange areas = 20-30% 
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Extreme Poverty 
 
Red areas = Poverty 40% or 
More for Under Age 18 
 
Rate ranges form 40% to 97.8% 

Areas of Extreme Poverty 
are detrimental to anyone 
who lives there. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The U.S. Census Bureau has characterized an “extreme poverty area” as a census tract or census blocks in which 40% or more of residents were poor.  Among Davidson County’s 161 census tracts, 17 of them have extreme poverty for All People with more than 40% of the residents living in poverty, 3 census tracts over 50%.  

Among minor children (under age 18), concentrations of extreme poverty are even more prevalent, as shown in the map below.  Among Davidson County census tracts, 43 of them are in “extreme poverty” of 40% or more.  In 32 census tracts, more than half of the children live in poverty.  Even worse is that in 18 census tracts, there are more than 60% or more of the children who live in poverty.  The map below shows the census tracts in Davidson County in which at least 40% of the minor children live in poverty, 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
America is aging. With aging comes the likelihood of a disability. One-in-Five Households in Davidson County has at least one adult 65 years or older.




20.1% 

12.4% 
8.8% 

16.1% 
13.8% 13.7% 

Under 18 years 18-64 years 65 years and older

U. S., 2015 

Official Poverty Measure Supplemental Poverty Measure
25 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Using the OPM 8.8% of adults 65 and over were in poverty.  Using the SPM 13.7% of adults age 65 and over were in poverty. SPM consider actors such as medical expenses, transportation and other cost that are not reflected in the OPM.

Using the Official Poverty Rate Measure, the rate of poverty for people under age 18 was 11.3% higher than for those age 65 and over.
Using the updated Supplemental Poverty Measure, the rate of poverty for people over 65 is only 2.4% lower than for those under age 18. 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
In Davidson County, many of our older adults live outside the urban core and away from needed services such as transportation and medical services. Where you live can impact your quality of life.



46% of adults could not cover an emergency expense 
of $400 without selling something or borrowing the 
money. 

African Americans and Hispanic households with 
incomes below $40,000 were less likely to have 
retirement savings. 

Low-skilled, low-wage jobs are less likely to offer 
employer sponsored retirement plans thus persons 
in this category were less likely to have saved for 
retirement.  
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
One-Third of non-retired adults had no savings for retirement. 



Number of Households Receiving Social 
Security and Supplemental Security Income 

Benefits 
Davidson County, 2015 

60,359 

12,229 

Social Security Supplemental
Security Income

Percent of Social Security/SSI      
Annual Benefit Increases  

United States, 2011-2016 

3.6% 

1.7% 

1.5% 1.7% 

0.0% 
0.3% 

2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Low-income elderly rely heavily on Social Security and Supplemental Security Income. Annual benefit cost of living increases have dwindled over the past few years.



Social Security benefits can represent over 90% of 
total household income for low-income households 

headed by an older adult. 
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Single Elder 
Renter 1-BR

Single Elder 
With Mortgage

Elder Couple 
Renter 1-BR

Elder Couple 
With Mortgage

Housing/Utilities/Etc. 734$             1,259$                734$              1,259$                
Food 256$             256$                   470$              470$                   
Transportation 253$             253$                   391$              391$                   
Health Care 350$             350$                   700$              700$                   
Miscellaneous 263$             263$                   404$              404$                   

TOTAL PER MONTH 1,856$        2,381$             2,699$        3,224$             

TOTAL PER YEAR 22,272$    28,572$         32,388$    38,688$         

Older Adults and Economic Security – Elder Index 
Cost of Living for Davidson County 
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$18,137 

$9,996 

$22,272 

Mean Social Security
Income

Mean SSI Income Cost of Living Single
Renter

Mean Social Security/SSI Income 
Economic Secuirty Elder Index - Cost of Living 

Davidson County, 2015 



 $9,996  

 $18,137  

 $31,480  

 $73,231  

 $74,479  

Mean Supplemental Security Income

Mean Social Security income

Per capita income

Mean worker earnings

Mean household income

Mean Income by Source/Category 
Davidson County, 2015 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
For persons dependent on Social Security as the primary source of income, $18,137 is generally not enough to meet basic living expenses for older adults.



 

Disability Status 
82,032 Davidson County residents had some type of disability in 2015 
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0.7% 
6.4% 5.3% 

14.6% 

26.6% 

53.2% 

0-5 5-17 18-34 35-64 65-74 75+

Percent of Persons with a Disability by Age 
Davidson County, 2015 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
As persons age the likelihood of having a disability increases.


Over ½ of all persons age 75 and over in Davidson County have a disability



Older men were more likely than older women to be 
married. 

Over 80% of both older men and women had a least a 
high school diploma. 

Nearly one out of every two men age 65 and over 
were veterans. 

Women over age 65 reported higher levels of asthma 
and arthritis than men, men reported higher levels of 
heart disease, cancer and diabetes. 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Marriage rates for older me were higher than for older women.  The health disparities for older men vs. older women is interesting.



The older adult population is expected to increase 
from 29.9 million in 2015 to 49.6 million in 2035, 
creating the need for additional housing options. 

Stronger ties between health care and housing will 
be needed. 

Expand housing options for older adults to increase 
accessibility and affordability. 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
There is a need for appropriate housing for older adults who are discharged from a hospital or skilled nursing facility.
Council on Aging on Middle Tennessee has made affordable housing for older adults a priority for this coming year.



SRVS – Memphis Tennessee 
SRVS partner with area employers to offer employment opportunities for 
people with a disability in the community.  

 

Senior SNAP Enrollment Initiative 
The National Council on Aging (NCOA) in partnership with the Walmart 
Foundation provides training and technical assistance to individuals and 
agencies working with adults age 60 and over.  
 
NCOA provides a BenefitsCheckUp website for individuals and organizations 
to assist older adults with applying for other federal and state benefits they 
may be eligible to receive. 
 

Smart Solutions 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
AARP Smart Bucks grant is now being implemented in Davidson County to assist older adults with purchasing fresh fruits and vegetables at local farmers markets. Metro Social Services Senior Nutrition Program played a significant role in piloting this initiative before the AARP grant was secured.
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Let’s make Food and Priority because it impacts, jobs, housing, education, income and healthcare.  When it comes to food where you live matters. A lack of food and nutrition has the greatest impact on the most vulnerable populations, infants, young children and older adults.



83.4% 

7.8% 

8.8% 

Households with Children By Food Security Status  
of Adults and Children 

U.S., 2015 

Food Secure Households

Food Insecure Children

Food Insecurity among
adults only in households
with children
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Food Insecurity disproportionately effects the young and school age chidren



5.7% 

13.6% 

12.7% 

7.7% 

4.3% 

7.9% 

6.4% 

5.0% 

White

African American

Hispanic

All Other  Races

Very Low Food Secure Low Food Secure
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Race is a factor in food insecurity. African Americans are twice as likely to experience low food security. Low food security means that at times during the year food intake is reduced and normal eating patterns are disrupted. How many of you know where your next meal will comes from?!! Many food insecure children do not.
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
When we speak of food deserts, where you live matters.  Without a car, or having to rely on others for transportation to the grocery store people turn to corner stores  as their primary grocer and pay higher cost for less healthier food. And it is where alcohol/tobacco are marketed the most. 



17.3% of Davidson County residents (112,050 
people) are food insecure.   

21.6% of children in Davidson County (30,390 
children) are food insecure. 
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Map the Meal Gap 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
112,050 is close to the number of people in poverty in earlier presentation.  Metro Schools are now Community Eligible to provide all kids with free or reduced price meals. In past years 3 out of 4 public school students were eligible for this service.



 19,889  

 17,121  

 5,308  

 1,609  

 945  

 708  

 333  

African American

White

Hispanic

Some Other Race

Two or More Races

Asian

American Indian and
Alaska Native

Number of Households Receiving SNAP Assistance 
Davidson County, 2015 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
SNAP assistance households are disproportionately African Americans compared to the general population.
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 $20,308  
 $18,345  

 $20,712  

 $52,307  
 $54,813  

 $59,198  

2013 2014 2015

Median Income of Households Receiving  
and Not Receiving SNAP Benefits 
Davidson County, 2013, 2014, 2015 

Median Income of households receiving SNAP Benefits

Median Income of households not receiving SNAP
Benefits

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Where SNAP recipients live.   While income disparity is expected between SNAP and Non SNAP households but when the income disparity is twice or triple the amount we know that low-income families rely on this much needed benefit, which is now under attack.



30,398 
30,692 

30,090 
29,743 

28,860 

2011 2012 2013 2014 2015
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
WIC participation has been stable over the past few years. Federal funding and low birth rates contribute to this stabilization in this much needed service. WIC is also expected to take a funding reduction.



Senior Hunger 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
TN is in the 15-20% category of seniors facing hunger. Only three states have higher percentages, most of them are in the south.



Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania - How a Supermarket Changed          
a Food Desert in one community. Catalyst for Economic 
Development. 
 
San Francisco, California - Leah’s Pantry Food Smarts Training 
Program - Food Pantry recipients also received job training 
and job placement.  
 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania – Greater Philadelphia Coalition 
Against Hunger - made up of doctors, universities, local 
government representatives, transportation partners, 
healthcare companies and social service agencies meeting 
regularly to identify strategies to address hunger. 
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Defining & Addressing  
Health Equity in Nashville 

Health Section 
Metro Public Health Department 

Metro Social Services Annual Community 
Needs Assessment Release 
Friday – April 7, 2017 

Raquel Qualls-Hampton, PhD 
Chief Epidemiologist & Division Director 
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We are on our way! 
51 



“Know from whence you came.  
If you know whence you came, there are absolutely no limitations 

to where you can go.” 
James Baldwin 

 

52 



HealthyNashville Website: http://www.healthynashville.org 
53 



Advance 
Health 
Equity 

Priority Issues 

Support 
Mental & 
Emotional 
Health 

Maximize  
Built &  
Natural 
Environments 
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 Nashville’s Strategic Health Priorities 
 Leading 10 Causes of Death 
 The 2016 SocioNeeds Index 
 The Impacts of Neighborhood Conditions 

on Health 
 Health Care Access 
 NashvilleNext: Planning for Health Equity 

Health Section Framework 
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Leading Causes 
of Death 

Davidson County, 2015 

Heart Disease Cancer 

Accidents 

Stroke 

Chronic Lower 
Respiratory Diseases 

Alzheimer’s Disease Diabetes Mellitus 

Pneumonia 

Influenza 

Chronic Liver Disease/  
Cirrhosis 

Suicide 

Data Source: MPHD, Davidson County Mortality Files, 2015 provided by Tennessee Department of Health 
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The SocioNeeds Index 

Adapted from: Bandura, A. Social Foundations of Thought & Action: A Social Cognitive Theory, 1st Edition, 1986 

Personal Factors 

Behaviors Environmental 
Influences 
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Impacts of Neighborhood… 

Data Source: Metro Planning Department Data, 2016 

58 



Planning for Health Equity 

< 
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 Burns Rogers, PhD 
 Tracy Buck, MS, RDN 
 D’Yuanna Allen-Robb, MPH 
 William Paul, MD, MPH 

Health Section 
Contributing Authors 

 John W. Vick, PhD 
 Jackie Shrago 
 Fonda Harris, PhD 
 Anita McCaig, A.I.C.P. 
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A Data Talk featuring CDC/RWJF 500 Cities Initiative 
Tuesday, May 2ND, 2017 

5:30 PM – 7:00 PM 
Lentz Public Health Building 

Come join us… 

Food & beverages provided - RSVP requested 
61 



DIVISION OF EPIDEMIOLOGY 
Metro Public Health Department 

 

Dr. Raquel Qualls-Hampton, Director 
Raquel.Qualls-Hampton@nashville.gov 
(615) 340-8623 

Data Website:  
http://www.healthynashville.org/index.php  

Questions/Comments… 
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mailto:Raquel.Qualls-Hampton@nashville.gov
http://www.healthynashville.org/index.php
http://www.healthynashville.org/index.php
http://www.healthynashville.org/index.php
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Good Morning – I’m Lee Stewart & I’m going to talk about Nashville’s [gesture] Housing – in quotes because there are lots of different kinds of housing in Nashville, including expensive, affordable, Not affordable, and none





Zillow’s Hottest Markets for 2017 
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# 1  Nashville 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The realty research company Zillow says we’ll be the hottest real estate market in the Nation in 2017



In-Migration to the IT-City 
Outpaces Natural Population Increase 
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4,696 4,427 4,660 4,585 4,955 

2,748 

8,194 
5,313 4,912 5,203 

0

2,000

4,000

6,000

8,000

10,000

12,000

14,000

2010-11 2011-12 2012-13 2013-14 2014-2015

Natural Increase Net Migration

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Since 2011, in-migration has outpaced natural population increase.  Forbes Magazine has written about our booming job market which is attractive to millennials, for example in the creative, tech & health industries, and to entrepreneurs.
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Continuing High-End Construction 

http://socds.huduser.gov/permits/index.html 

Davidson County Building Permits Issued  

Presenter
Presentation Notes
A 2016 Realpage blog said Central Nashville was number 4 in a list of the 10 busiest submarkets for construction –  but this is mostly Private construction of high-end rentals or condos – you’ll hear later about some of the local efforts to build affordable housing.

Some say that construction has peaked and that in the next 1-2 years, there will be less demand for high-cost housing, and prices will begin to fall – But that doesn’t help people looking for affordable housing now.

RealPage - global provider of software and data analytics to the real estate industry





Top 10 Gentrification Cities 
Nashville  # 6 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Realtor.com says we’re #6 in the nation for gentrification.  The housing section of the CNE has some information about the effects on existing residents, especially elderly homeowners. 

Realtor.com Trends	
The U.S. Cities That Are Gentrifying the Fastest—You’ll Never Guess No. 1
By Yuqing Pan | Jan 23, 2017
Full Article:
http://www.realtor.com/news/trends/10-surprising-cities-that-are-gentrifying-the-fastest/
 





69 

Cost Burdened 
Renters 

  
by Census Tract & 

and Council District 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
In the red areas,  50% - 100% of the renters are cost burdened - paying more than 30% of their income for housing and related expenses.  Low-income cost burdened families have to make hard choices among normal expenses like food, rent, utilities, healthcare, childcare…

There were 80,000 households earning less than $50,000 that were cost-burdened.
Total households 2015 = 274,187
2015:  100% of Poverty Level  Family of 4 =  $24,250




Rental Costs for Workers Our Economy Needs 
e.g. Hotel Housekeeper, Sales People, Child Care Worker, Loan Officer 

70 
Paycheck to Paycheck:  Median Rental Cost & Median Salaries, Nashville MSA, 2016 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
People with jobs that our economy depends on can’t afford rental housing without being cost burdened.  Think about hotel housekeepers, sales people, child care workers and others. Some sources say 2 ½ minimum wage jobs are needed to rent a 2-bedroom unit without being cost burdened.  The full CNE has links to resources for this kind of data.

Look up the Paycheck to Paycheck database - The Paycheck to Paycheck database has this data for renters and for home ownership.  Just look up paycheck to paycheck database
http://www.nhc.org/chp/p2p/   ------------   Nashville/Davidson, Murfreesboro-Franklin MSA
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MSS Front Desk Survey 2013-2016 
What Do You Need? 

Housing & Help 

Percent of Clients Indicating Each Need 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Since 2013 over 7,000 respondents have taken a checklist survey about why they came to us – Help with Housing & Related Expenses (utilities, rent, finding housing) have been the most requested, along with related needs of Jobs and Transportation.

Over half of the people need help with multiple issues and request longer-term Case Management.

BTW, MSS is not a housing agency – we help people navigate the city’s housing system, try to find sources for financial help, and work on helping them achieve a stable and  sustainable home life.



A COC Is A Community Effort 
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A Continuum of Care (COC) is a Community 
Effort to House People Who Are Homeless  

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The worst housing is no housing. For more information about Nashville homelessness, look up Hows Nashville, or ‘MDHA-Nashville-point-in-time-count’ .

Nashville is expanding our COC [point], so if your organization is one of these, or touches people experiencing homelessness, or you are interested in helping, you belong in the Continuum of Care.  Email me & I’ll send you more information about how to be involved at any level you want.
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UNEMPLOYMENT 

The unemployment rate in 
Davidson County continued to 
trend down, and stood at 3.7% 
in December 2016. 
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5.3% 

3.6% 
3.2% 

4.5% 

8.9% 

8.2% 

6.6% 6.5% 

5.1% 
4.5% 

3.7% 

1980 1990 2000 2005 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 Dec-16

 Unemployment Rate 
Davidson County, 1980 -December 2016 
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Who is more likely to  
be unemployed? 
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3.4% 

4.5% 

4.60% 

9.30% 

White

Hispanic or Latino origin (of
any race)

Asian alone

Black or African American
alone

 Unemployment by Race/Ethnicity 
Davidson County, 2015 
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Black males - 15% 

Black females - 28% 

Black Youth Unemployment – Ages 16-24 
Davidson County, 2015 
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Less than high school = 6.8%. 

High School graduate = 5.1% 

Some College/Associate’s = 4.8% 

Bachelor’s degree = 1.5% 
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17.9% 

14.8% 

12.0% 

6.3% 5.6% 
4.1% 

2013 2014 2015
Unemployed with Disability
Unemployed with No Disability
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 503,600  

 1,148,700  

 1,945,400  

 2,279,100   2,224,400  

1980 1990 2000 2010 2014
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Male Prison (Federal and State) Population 
2014 

    (% Incarcerated) (% US Population) 

Black 516,900    37% 12.7% 
 
White 453,500    32% 73.4% 
 
Hispanic   308,700    22% 17.3%  
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Working-age population out of the workforce 

1.7 to 1.9 Million 
 
 

Annual GDP loss 

$78 - $87 Billion  
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Children With 
Incarcerated Parents 

An African American child is 6 times as likely as a white child to 
have or have had an incarcerated parent.  They are more likely to: 
 
• Drop out of school 

• Develop learning disabilities, including ADHD 

• Behavioral problems in school 

• Suffer from migraine headaches, asthma, high cholesterol, 
depression, anxiety, toxic stress and homelessness 
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36.7% earn less than $12 an hour 
 
 

58.8% earn less than $15 an hour 
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Less Than $15 Per Hour 
 

$15 X 52 weeks= $31,200 
 

60.0% of African Americans  
 

71.1% of Hispanics   
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Predatory Lending  
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Payday loans and auto title loans are marketed 
particularly to families that have precarious financial 
situations. 

 
Because of high interests and even higher fees, 

borrowers may pay 300% or more. 
 
52% of borrowers are women. 

 
African Americans are twice as likely to take out one 

of these loans compared to other racial categories.   
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Disparity 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes

Things are great for some people, but not so good for others.

Disparity means different – not the same – not alike.  

Can mean inequity – lack of fairness.  Can mean unjust – not fair or deserved.





Poverty LOWER than for All People 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes

As said earlier, Davidson County’s poverty rate for all people is 16.9%, slightly down from previous year.

Some characteristics are associated with having less poverty than the measure for All People.


Less poverty for those who:

Graduate from college

Are white 

Are married couples or live in families





Poverty HIGHER than for All People 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes

Other characteristics create a greater likelihood of living in poverty.  Typically things that we have little or no choice about.


Higher poverty is linked to being:

Foreign-born

African American, black or Hispanic

Being young

Having a disability

Being Unemployed

Dropping out of school




63.9% 
2.8% 

3.1% 
2.8% 

26.9% 
94 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
MEDIAN household income by race – compares 2010 and 2010

Census Bureau identifies 5 categories of race.

Green squares show the percent of the race in the general  population in Davidson County.


Data shows the median household income twice as high for whites as blacks.

Highest for Asians but very small number of people.  

Black + white = 90% of Davidson County residents.


In 2005, the difference in black and white median household income was about $17,500
In 2015, the difference was $25,500.




 $49,823  

 $61,987  

 $33,430  

 $40,890  

2010 2015

Median Household Income by Ethnicity 
Davidson County, 2010, 2015 

White alone, not Hispanic or Latino
Hispanic or Latino origin (of any race)
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Presenter
Presentation Notes

Census Bureau identifies 2 ethnicities.   Chart compares median household income of the white race and Hispanic/Latino ethnicity.


In 2010, there was a difference of slightly over $16,000 between white median household income and Hispanic household income.

In 2015, the difference increased to  $21,097.  



22.4% 

29.1% 

23.0% 

White Black Asian

High School or Equivalent Education 
Davidson County, 2015 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes

The percent of Black Davidson County residents who graduated from high school was 29.1% - higher than White or Asian.

Does that seem like a good thing?

It is a trick question – people went no higher than high school.

Look at next slide.



27.3% 

15.2% 
18.6% 

White Black Asian

Bachelor’s Degree Education 
Davidson County, 2015 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
This data shows the percent of people who went to exactly that level, not higher or lower.

29.1% of Blacks graduated from high school, but far fewer went on to graduate from college.

A college education leads to significantly more income, with less chance of poverty and unemployment than for those who graduated from high school.





31.1% 
28.7% 

16.5% 

8.6% 

Hispanic (of
any race)

Black or
African

American

Asian White

Poverty Rate by Race/Ethnicity 
Davidson County, 2015 
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Presentation Notes

In terms of ethnicity, even thought the Hispanic/Latino population is only 10% of Davidson County’s population, it is included because the poverty rate is so high.

In 2005, the poverty rate for whites was 10.4% and for blacks it was 24.7%   -   the difference in 2005 was 14.3%.

In 2015, the poverty rate for the black population was 20% higher than for the white population, or about 3 times as high for black Nashvillians as for white Nashvillians.


By this measure, the disparity between the white and black populations is greater than it was 10 years ago.
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12.7% 

27.0% 

12.6% 

24.3% 

8.6% 

28.7% 

16.5% 

31.1% 

White Black Asian Hispanic

Poverty Rate by Race/Ethnicity 
U.S., Davidson County, 2015 

U.S. Davidson County

Davidson County’s poverty rate and pattern of  disparity 
by race/ethnicity is similar to the U.S. 
 
• Davidson County Poverty Rate for All People = 16.9% 
• U.S. Poverty Rate for All People = 15.5%  

Presenter
Presentation Notes

This shows the poverty rate by race/ethnicity for both Davidson County and the U.S.

Both the poverty rate and the pattern are very similar here as well as throughout most  of the country.  




• 61.2% White 

• 55.2% Asian 

• 39.5% Black or African American 

• 29.5% Hispanic/Latino 
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Percent of Owner 
Occupied Housing Units 

Presenter
Presentation Notes

Many benefits of home ownership, despite the damage done during the recession.

In general for the long term, buying is cheaper than renting.

Builds wealth – equity.  It is the largest asset for most people.

Receive tax breaks through mortgage interest deductions.  

Typically promotes the transfer of wealth to the next generation.









Median Family Wealth by Race/Ethnicity 
U.S., 1963-2013 

Wealth disparity has not improved in 50 years. 

Wealth gap as large as 1963.   
 
7 x between whites and blacks. 
 
6 x between whites and Hispanics. 
 
Wealth grew fastest for top 1%. 
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W H Y ? 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
May be the most important information in this section – shows median family wealth is 7 times higher for whites than for blacks (6 times for Hispanics) – because of income disparities, and differences in the rates of college graduation, homeownership and more.  

Perpetuated by outdated and ineffective government policies, particularly at the federal level.

Across the United States, wealth inequality has not improved during the past 50 years, comparing 1963 with 2013.

In 1963, the average wealth of white families was $117,000 higher than black families.  50 years later the average wealth of white families is more than $500,000 higher.

During the past 50 years, wealth increased at different rates:
Families in the bottom 10% went from having no wealth to being $2,000 in debt.
Those in the middle approximately doubled their wealth.
Wealth grew fastest for the top 1%.



102 



TOXIC STRESS 

103 

POVERTY 

Presenter
Presentation Notes

Let’s look at why these disparities persist.  

New scientific findings help provide the answers.

There is a clear relationship between toxic stress and poverty. 

Sets the stage for multigenerational poverty.  

To stop the cycle, we need to know what to do.
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TOXIC STRESS 

Presenter
Presentation Notes

Toxic stress can cause damage to the physical, mental and social development of children 
– results in impaired capacity when they become adults 
– increases likelihood of them being poor

As they raise their own children in poverty, that poverty creates damaging levels of toxic stress for the children.
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Presentation Notes
Excessive or prolonged activation of Our body’s stress response systems in the body and brain activate to protect us (FIGHT or FLIGHT), and cortisol and adrenalin and increases. 

When the stress is excessive or prolonged, it can damage and kill brain cells and cause premature brain aging.

Positive stress can be good for us, but toxic stress can “have damaging effects on learning, behavior, and health across the lifespan.”


Positive – first day of school, meeting new people, vaccination – prepares brain for stressful situations later in life.

Tolerable – tragic, unavoidable events – death in family, broken bone, natural disaster, do not cause lasting damage to brain and body.

Toxic – continuing abuse or neglect, exposure to violence or poverty - keeps stress response system on high alert – WITHOUT supportive adults to protect against damage.  Lasting impairments.


Toxic stress deterioration in everything  -  from your gums to your heart, and makes you more susceptible to everything from the common cold to cancer. 


In a developing child, toxic stress can affect:

Learning – result in 6% smaller brain, lowered IQ by 13 points, impaired memory – eventually dropouts and less educational attainment

Behavior – lack of self-regulation ability – inflexible, impulsive

Health – risky behaviors, chronic disease, early death





 

Poverty, 
Com. Violence, 

Bullying 
106 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Will go through quickly – please read your book later.

Original Adverse Childhood Experiences Study - CDC – Kaiser   -   1995-1997
Large sample of HMO members in California  -  Ongoing follow-up by CDC for participants

ACEs score measures trauma like cholesterol screening.


PERVASIVE   -   2/3 of people have experienced one or more ACEs – 4 times as much neglect as physical abuse.

About one in four children suffer abuse.
Each year, one in seven children experience child neglect or abuse.


MENTAL IMPAIRMENT from living in poverty is equivalent to Losing an entire night of sleep or Being a chronic alcoholic.



The more ACEs, the more severe the damage. 
What can 4 ACEs do? 
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If a child is exposed to a high level of household dysfunction and abuse, the risk of chronic physical disease is increased by 81%.  (NIH)


4 ACEs increase the chances for negative outcomes.

Twice as likely to be smokers

Twice as likely to have cancer

7 times as likely to be an alcoholic

4 times as likely to have emphysema or chronic bronchitis

12 more likely to die by suicide
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All PARENTS should know: 
• Serious damage to children can result from ACEs, especially 

neglect. 

• Too much stress will keep children from developing they way 
they should 

• Parents may have been affected by toxic stress 
when they were growing up, and may have 
difficulties created by their childhood experiences.  

• Parents who experienced toxic stress as children may not handle 
their own stressful situations well.  

 

Please see the Toxic Stress section for additional information. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
(that are safe, stable and nurturing) 

All infants and young children need regular, frequent, ongoing positive interactions with their parents and other caregivers to cushion the blow of toxic stress.

Most damage is to children because their brains are still developing.  

Parents have many distractions that interfere with interaction with their children. 

Parents may have been affected by toxic stress when they were growing up, and may have difficulties created by their childhood experiences. 

Parents who suffered from toxic stress may have difficulty when they face stressful situations – losing their temper, having health problems or experiencing depression.  

Some may use unhealthy ways to calm down – yelling at their partners or children, smoking, drinking, using drugs, etc. 
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Most damage to children is through  NEGLECT.  

What does neglect look like? 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
�A new cause of parental neglect – cell phones.

All infants and young children need regular, frequent, ongoing positive interactions with their parents and other caregivers to cushion the blow of toxic stress.

Most damage to children through.  Parents have many distractions (cell phones, television, etc.) that interfere with interaction with their children. 

Children can handle some stress, but if stress happens for a long period of time or is from very intense experiences, it can cause lasting damage to children - the brain and body functions may not develop as they should.
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
There is a lot of information on the chart (in your book), but what it means is:
A child’s brain has a short window of opportunity to learn different things.

Yellow – Development of sensory pathways (vision, hearing) PEAKS around 3 months of age
Dark Blue – Development of language connections peaks around 9 months.  

The development of both sensory and language connections have dropped off sharply by age 1.

Higher cognitive functions peak around the first birthday but continue developing for several years.

What we repeat becomes ingrained (good or bad).








POLICYMAKERS should know that early 
intervention is more effective in producing 
favorable outcomes than later remediation.
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Presentation Notes

Policymakers – anyone who influences the funding or target population or design of programs to serve people:

The biggest returns come from early investments.  Highest rate of return is for those under 3 years of age.

Return on investment decreases as the child gets older, yet most programs focus on disadvantaged adults – job training, adult literacy, prisoner rehabilitation, education programs, etc.  More effective if ACEs were reduced.

We need systems that support the quality of relationships in homes, in early care settings, communities

The earliest possible prevention and intervention services are needed to be most effective.



The Ability to Change Brains Decreases Over Time 

112 

Presenter
Presentation Notes

It is easier for the brain to reorganize and adapt before age 5 than it will ever be again.   

Much more effective and cost efficient to get brain development right in the early years than to fix things later.

The blue line shows how much the brain is able to change and drops as we age.

The orange line shows how much effort it talks to change our brains – taking much more effort the older we get.  


We as organizations and as society have 2 choices in decisions for funding, priorities and service design.
Invest now by promoting positive conditions for healthy development.
pay more later in the form of costly remediation, health care, mental health services, and increased rates of incarceration.
 




ECONOMIC TOLL = BILLIONS OF $$$ 

Lifetime costs for child maltreatment is 
estimated at $124 Billion by the CDC. 

$85.3 Billion Productivity Loss 

$25.0 Billion Health Care 
$4.6 Billion Special Education 
$4.4 Billion Child Welfare 
$3.9 Billion Criminal Justice 
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The U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) estimates the lifetime costs associated with child maltreatment at $124 Billion.


Productivity loss is absence from the work force, missed days from work due to sickness or mental health issues.  


Think about the impact that has on businesses in Nashville and Tennessee.




https://www.tn.gov/tccy/article/ace-
building-strong-brains

Metro Nashville  
Public Health Department 

http://www.healthynashville.org/index.php?module=Tiles&controller=
index&action=display&alias=HealthyNashvilleSummit  

Tennessee, Metro Nashville and U. S. Initiatives 

Center on the Developing Child 
http://developingchild.harvard.edu/science/  
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Initiatives at all levels.  

https://www.tn.gov/tccy/article/ace-building-strong-brains
https://www.tn.gov/tccy/article/ace-building-strong-brains
http://www.healthynashville.org/index.php?module=Tiles&controller=index&action=display&alias=HealthyNashvilleSummit
http://www.healthynashville.org/index.php?module=Tiles&controller=index&action=display&alias=HealthyNashvilleSummit
http://developingchild.harvard.edu/science/
http://developingchild.harvard.edu/science/
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Presentations By 
 
Julius Witherspoon, julius.witherspoon@nashville.gov   615-880-2532 

Dr. Raquel Qualls-Hampton Raquel.Qualls-Hampton@nashville.gov  615-340-8623 

Lee Stewart, lee.stewart@nashville.gov  615-862-6975 

Abdelghani Barre, abdelghani.barre@nashville.gov  615-862-6459 

Dinah Gregory, dinah.gregory@nashville.gov  615-862-6494 
 
 

mailto:julius.witherspoon@nashville.gov
mailto:Raquel.Qualls-Hampton@nashville.gov
mailto:lee.stewart@nashville.gov
mailto:abdelghani.barre@nashville.gov
mailto:dinah.gregory@nashville.gov
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Panel on Disparity 

Moderator 
Mike Hodge, Organizing Director 
Nashville Organized for Action and Hope-NOAH 
 
 
Panelists 
Howard Gentry, Davidson County Criminal Court Clerk 
Dawn Deaner, Davidson County Public Defender 
Rev. Vernon (Sonnye) Dixon, Senior Pastor, Hobson United Methodist Church 
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Honorable Megan Barry 
Mayor 

Metropolitan Government of Nashville and Davidson County 
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A discussion with the  

Mayor’s Office of   

Economic Opportunity and Empowerment 

Erik Cole, Director 
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Mayor's Office of Economic 

Opportunity and Empowerment 
 

The Mayor’s Office of Economic Opportunity and Empowerment 
(OEOE) seeks to ensure that Nashville’s growth results in an 

increased quality of life for all Nashvillians through innovation 
and collaboration across Nashville’s economic opportunity 

efforts.  

 
oeoe.nashville.gov  

615-862-6000 
 
 

@ErikECole 

Erik.cole@nashville.gov  

mailto:Erik.cole@nashville.gov


Workforce 
Development & 
Labor 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Poverty Rate: Census.
Persistent Poverty Tracts: Census and Brown University Longitudinal Tract Database (LTDB). Persistent Poverty Tracts have had 20 percent or more of their populations living in poverty over the past 30 years. 



Workforce Development & 
Labor 

• Ashford Hughes, Senior Advisor 
– Nashville Construction Readiness Initiative 
– Bringing Workforce/Job efforts to underserved 

areas 
– Workforce Readiness 
– Post Secondary Engagement 
– Opportunity NOW 
 

Ashford.hughes@nashville.gov 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Poverty Rate: Census.
Persistent Poverty Tracts: Census and Brown University Longitudinal Tract Database (LTDB). Persistent Poverty Tracts have had 20 percent or more of their populations living in poverty over the past 30 years. 

mailto:Ashford.hughes@nashville.gov


Housing Options & 
Barnes Fund 



Housing Activities 

Barnes Fund for 
Affordable Housing 

Teacher Housing 

Housing Incentives 
Pilot Program 

Pay In-Lieu of Taxes 
PILOT  for LIHTC 

Federally Funded 
Programs 

Tax Relief /Freeze 
Programs 

Metro Properties 
for Affordable  + 

Workforce Housing 



Housing 

• Adriane Harris, Senior Advisor 
• Morgan Mansa, Housing Program Manager 

– Barnes Fund for Affordable Housing 
– HIPP – Housing Incentives Pilot Program (NEW) 
– Metro Surplus Properties 
– Data and Tracking - Housing Nashville Report 
– Coordination and Planning  with MDHA, others 
 

Adriane.harris@nashville.gov 
Morgan.mansa@nashville.gov 

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Poverty Rate: Census.
Persistent Poverty Tracts: Census and Brown University Longitudinal Tract Database (LTDB). Persistent Poverty Tracts have had 20 percent or more of their populations living in poverty over the past 30 years. 

mailto:Adriane.harris@nashville.gov


Financial 
Empowerment 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Poverty Rate: Census.
Persistent Poverty Tracts: Census and Brown University Longitudinal Tract Database (LTDB). Persistent Poverty Tracts have had 20 percent or more of their populations living in poverty over the past 30 years. 



Financial Empowerment 

• John Murphy, Financial Empowerment 
Manager 
– Nashville Financial Empowerment Center 
– Mayor’s Economic Inclusion Advisory 

Committee (Report in July) 
– Alternative Lending Options  
– Financial inclusion in  Opportunity NOW 
– New Consumer Protection Grant 
 

John.murphy@nashville.gov  

mailto:John.murphy@nashville.gov


Homelessness &  
Poverty Reduction 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Poverty Rate: Census.
Persistent Poverty Tracts: Census and Brown University Longitudinal Tract Database (LTDB). Persistent Poverty Tracts have had 20 percent or more of their populations living in poverty over the past 30 years. 



Homelessness & Poverty 
Reduction 

• Anne Havard, Policy Assistant 
• Erik Cole, Director 

– Homeless Governance Redesign – 2017 
– Housing Crisis Intervention System Work 
– Nashville Promise Zone 
– 100 Resilient Cities 
– Data, Research, Grants, and MORE Data 

Anne.havard@nashville.gov 
Erik.cole@nashville.gov 

 

mailto:Anne.havard@nashville.gov
mailto:Erik.cole@nashville.gov
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