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  Interfaith Poverty Workshop       
On Wednesday, October 10, 8:15‐11:30 am, Metropolitan 

Social Services‐Planning & Coordina on and Catholic Chari‐

es of Tennessee will co‐sponsor an Interfaith Poverty 

Workshop, at St. Edward’s Catholic Church.  

 

The event is open to all in faith communi es 

and others who want to learn more about how 

poverty affects people, and how faith commu-

ni es can help people in need.   

 

For addi onal informa on or to register by October 4, please 

email MSSPC@nashville.gov or call 615-862-6494.   

 MSS Executive Director 

Renee Pratt 
 

Planning & Coordination Staff 

Dinah Gregory, P&C Director 

Abdelghani Barre, Planning Analyst 

Lee Stewart, Planning Analyst 

Julius Witherspoon, Planning Analyst 

Joyce Hillman, Planning Analyst 
 

Board of Commissioners 

Dr. Frank Boehm, Chair 

Renard Francois 

Kristine LaLonde 

Marlen Santana Perez 

Bishop George Price 

Mary Rolando 

Bill Sinclair 

Fall 2012 Newsletter 

   Census Bureau Begins Release of 2011 Data                         
On September 12, 2012, the U. S. Census Bureau released the 

2011 Current Popula on Survey (CPS), with na onwide data on 

income, poverty, health coverage and other characteris cs.   

The 2011 CPS reported a U. S. poverty rate of 15.0%, compared 

to 16.3% for Tennessee, sta s cally similar to the previous year.   

 

Poverty varies by age, gender, race, ethnicity and other factors.  

For example, the 2011 CPS reports that in the U. S., 27.2% of 

those under age 3 were the highest age in poverty, compared to 

6.7% of those in the lowest age at 68.  

 

Various data sets will be released during the coming months 

from the 2011 American Community Survey.  It will be analyzed 

and described in the 2012 Community Needs Evalua on, sched-

uled for release in early 2013.   

mailto:MSSPC@nashville.gov�
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Charitable Contribu ons 
 

The Chronicle of Philanthropy recently reported that Tennessee was the fourth most generous state in terms of charita-

ble contribu ons, a er Utah, Mississippi and Alabama.  The report indicates that a typical household donates 6.6% of 

its discre onary income.  Among the 50 largest metropolitan areas, Nashville ranked fourth.   

 

Na onwide, middle class households (earning $50,000-

$75,000) give 7.6% of their discre onary income to charity, 

compared to 4.2% for those who make over $100,000 a year.  

When people making more than $200,000 a year comprise 

more than 40% of the residents in a Zip Code, the discre on-

ary income contribu on to charity is 2.8%. 

 

The Chronicle provides data to show that religion plays a major 

role in how much money Americans contribute to charity.  A 

comparison of all charitable contribu ons shows a difference 

between religious and secular charity as shown in the adjacent 

chart. 

h p://philanthropy.com/ar cle/Sharing-the-Wealth-How-the/133605 

 

 

Including Transporta on in Housing Costs 

Studies show that the loca on of housing affects total housing costs when transporta on costs are included.  In recent 

years, the H+T Index considers how residen al density, household income affect auto ownership, auto use and transit 

ridership.  The Center for Neighborhood Technology (CNT) developed the index to show that transporta on costs vary 

due to neighborhood characteris cs.  Among the 51 Metropolitan Sta s cal Areas ranked by CNT, transporta on costs 

in the Nashville/Davidson-Murfreesboro-Franklin area were the second highest at $14,928, compared to the least cost-

ly area of New York-Northern New Jersey-Long Island area at $10,158. 

h p://www.cnt.org/repository/2012-Fact-Sheet-Rankings.pdf 

 

CNT es mates that transporta on is unaffordable when it exceeds 15% of household income.  The U. S. Department of 

Housing and Urban Development defines cost-burdened households as those whose housing costs are more than 30%.  

When combined, that means that a home is not affordable when transporta on plus housing costs are more than 45%.  

Addi onal details are contained in a new report by Metropolitan Social Services-Planning & Coordina on.   

h p://www.nashville.gov/sservices/docs/Transporta onRelatedToHousingCosts_1209.pdf  

 

 

http://philanthropy.com/article/Sharing-the-Wealth-How-the/133605�
http://www.cnt.org/repository/2012-Fact-Sheet-Rankings.pdf�
http://www.nashville.gov/sservices/docs/TransportationRelatedToHousingCosts_1209.pdf�
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Low Wage Occupa ons and Poverty 

An astonishing number of people work at low-wage jobs, according to dis nguished economist Peter Edleman.  These 

low and stagnant wages, combined with effects from the Great Recession, have contributed to the con nuing high rate 

of poverty.   

 

In addi on, workplace automa on increased produc vity but did not increase the number of workers in manufactur-

ing.  As cheap products entered the U. S. from overseas, consumers developed an expecta on of low prices.  Some 

businesses sent their manufacturing opera ons abroad and brought the products back to U. S. markets, also contrib-

u ng to the decline in manufacturing jobs.  

 

The leading sector of the economy is now the service industry, where most occupa ons are among those with the low-

est pay.  These jobs do not pay enough for people to support themselves and their families.  Addi onal details are in 

the new report from Metropolitan Social Services-Planning & Coordina on. 

h p://www.nashville.gov/sservices/docs/JobPayAndPoverty_1209.pdf 

 

 

Urban Agriculture and Poverty 
 

Urban Agriculture helps to relieve the effects of poverty for low-income residents 

in urban areas.  It can increase the availability of fresh healthy food in a variety of 

ways:  crea ng and maintaining community gardens, encouraging farm to table 

ini a ves, expanding local farmers’ markets, forming collabora ons with local 

farmers and by crea ng laws and policies to promote the use of local agriculture. 

 

A recent report by Metropolitan Social Services-Planning & Coordina on describes how low-income communi es are 

faced with addi onal barriers to food security because of where they live.  It describes how the 500+ farms in Davidson 

County contribute to fresh healthy food, including through dona ons to Second Harvest Food Bank.  The report also 

provides examples of policies that support Urban Agriculture. 

h p://www.nashville.gov/sservices/docs/UrbanAgricultureInLowIncomeComm_1209.pdf 

 

 

Obesity as a Social Determinant of Health 
 

Researchers have linked obesity to environmental, technological, social and economic changes in socie-
ty.  A new report from Metropolitan Social Services-Planning & Coordina on explains the types of social 
determinants of health that affect obesity, as well as the complex factors involved.  It includes infor-
ma on from Tennessee’s Behavioral Risk Factor Surveillance System, which demonstrates how behav-
iors can affect the risk of developing chronic diseases and lead to premature death.   
h p://www.nashville.gov/sservices/docs/SocialDeterminantsOfObesity_1209.pdf 

http://www.nashville.gov/sservices/docs/JobPayAndPoverty_1209.pdf�
http://www.nashville.gov/sservices/docs/UrbanAgricultureInLowIncomeComm_1209.pdf�
http://www.nashville.gov/sservices/docs/SocialDeterminantsOfObesity_1209.pdf�
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Earned Income Tax Credit Refunds Li s Many Out of Poverty 

Enacted by Congress In 1975, Earned Income Tax Credit (EITC) is a federal income tax credit for workers whose income 

is low enough to meet the eligibility requirements.  Taxpayers who qualify and claim the credits either pay less federal 

tax, pay no tax or even get a tax refund. 

The EITC, as an an -poverty tool, is designed to encourage and reward work in which lower income workers keep more 

of what they earn.  The Internal Revenue Service (IRS) describes EITC as one of the largest an -poverty programs for 

low-income people.  IRS reports that na onwide: 

 Over 26.8 million people received almost $55.9 billion in EITC for the 2010 tax year returns. 

 EITC li ed an es mated 6.6 million people out of poverty, including 3.3 million or half of them children.  

h p://www.eitc.irs.gov/central/abouteitc/  
 

This is more so in this  me of economic recovery from the Great Recession when many workers are now employed in 

low-wage occupa ons and earn at or below the federally defined poverty guideline for a family of four in 2012 

($23,050).  According to the Bureau of Labor Sta s cs, these occupa ons include food prepara on, home health aide, 

cashiers, waiters and waitresses, childcare workers, janitors and cleaners, personal care aides, landscaping, and securi-

ty guards – occupa ons with annual median wages that hover around $20,000. 

h p://www.bls.gov/opub/btn/volume-1/an-overview-of-occupa onal-employment-and-wages-in-2011.htm  

When qualified families claim the EITC, studies show that it encourages work and li s those low-wage workers out of 

poverty.  That is the refunds supplement their wages to a level higher than the poverty level.  A report by the Center on 

Budget and Policy Priori es have found that the EITC encourages work, reduces poverty, helps families meet basic 

needs, and improves children’s achievement in school and likely increases their earnings as adults. 

h p://www.cbpp.org/cms/index.cfm?fa=view&id=3793  

 

	

 

 

  How Much Do You Really Know About Poverty? 
 

Half	in	Ten	has	an	online	quiz	that	can	test	knowledge	about	knowledge	about	poverty.		Half	in	
Ten	is	the	national	campaign	to	cut	poverty	in	half.		They	have	identi ied	speci ic	recommenda-
tions	about	how	to	accomplish	the	reduction	of	poverty,	including	through	proven	policy	solu-
tions,	updating	the	public’s	perception	of	poverty	and	changing	the	course	if	federal,	state	and	
local	governing	by	encouraging	policies	to	create	good	jobs,	strengthen	families	and	ensure	eco-
nomic	security.								
http://hal inten.org/issues/articles/how-much-do-you-really-know-about-poverty-2011/	

Collaboration	College	
Congratulations	to	the	sponsors	of	Collaboration	College	(the	HCA	Foundation,	Lipscomb	University	and	the	Center	for	
Nonpro it	Management),	as	well	as	to	the	recent	graduates	and	the	organizations	they	represented.	

http://www.lipscomb.edu/ljs/Collaboration-College	

http://www.eitc.irs.gov/central/abouteitc/�
http://www.bls.gov/opub/btn/volume-1/an-overview-of-occupational-employment-and-wages-in-2011.htm�
http://www.cbpp.org/cms/index.cfm?fa=view&id=3793�
http://halfinten.org/issues/articles/how-much-do-you-really-know-about-poverty-2011/�
http://www.lipscomb.edu/ljs/Collaboration-College�


 

5 

 

Poverty and Opportunity – Best Prac ces for States 
	

In	July	2011,	CLASP,	an	organization	that	works	to	develop	and	advocate	for	federal,	state	and	local	
policies	to	strengthen	families	and	create	pathways	to	education	and	work,	issued	Poverty	and	Op-
portunity:		What	Difference	Can	a	Task	Force	Make	-	Lessons	from	Four	States.	
	
That	CLASP	report	indicated	that	the	U.	S.	states	and	territories	have	already	established	task	forces	
on	poverty	and	opportunity	(19	states,	Washington,	DC	and	the	U.S.	Virgin	Islands).		In	an	earlier	
2008	publication,	Seizing	the	Moment:		State	Governments	and	the	New	Commitment	to	Reduce	Pov-
erty	in	America	explained	possible	reasons	why	state	elected	of icials	decided	to	tackle	the	challenge	
of	poverty.	
	
Economic	mobility	is	no	longer	assured.		There	are	a	number	of	other	countries	where	children	are	
more	likely	to	advance	to	higher	incomes	than	the	income	bracket	in	which	they	were	born.			Pov-
erty	is	costly,	at	least	partly	because	it	reduces	the	productivity	of	future	workers.		The	“dynamism”	
of	the	U.	S.	is	threatened	by	the	dramatic	and	growing	gap	between	the	rich	and	poor.	
http://www.clasp.org/admin/site/documents/ iles/Poverty-and-Opportunity-What-Difference-Can-a-Task-
Force-Make.pdf	
 

 

 

Tennessee Ranked 36th in Recent KIDS Count 
 

The overall well-being of children in Tennessee has improved from the state being ranked as 39th in the na on to 36th in 

the na on.  These findings were released from the 2012 KIDS Count Na onal Data Book of the Annie E. Casey Founda-

on.  The founda on, the largest philanthropic organiza on in the United States exclusively dedicated to the issues of 

disadvantaged children, has worked with the KIDS Count Project to improve the indicators they have used to evaluate 

the wellbeing of children.  

 

New indicators are linked to four major domains that comprise the new formula drawn from research.  The major four 

domains are Economic Well-Being, Health, Educa on, and Family and Community.  The indicators were revamped to be 

more comprehensive in measuring child well-being na onally and by states. 

 

Tennessee’s improved overall ranking has been a ributed to the improvements in the state’s pub-

lic health policies.  The state performed well in the health domain, rated 16th.  The other domains 

did not do as well with the state ranked at 38th on economic well-being, 39th on family and com-

munity, and 42nd in the domain of educa on.      

 

Although Tennessee con nues to strive for improvement, the ra ng of 36th is the highest ra ng 

that Tennessee has ever received from the founda on in the 23-year history of KIDS Count. 

h p://www.tn.gov/tccy/kc-soc11.pdf 
 

 

http://www.clasp.org/admin/site/documents/files/Poverty-and-Opportunity-What-Difference-Can-a-Task-Force-Make.pdf�
http://www.clasp.org/admin/site/documents/files/Poverty-and-Opportunity-What-Difference-Can-a-Task-Force-Make.pdf�
http://www.clasp.org/admin/site/documents/files/Poverty-and-Opportunity-What-Difference-Can-a-Task-Force-Make.pdf�
http://www.clasp.org/admin/site/documents/files/Poverty-and-Opportunity-What-Difference-Can-a-Task-Force-Make.pdf�
http://www.tn.gov/tccy/kc-soc11.pdf�
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Housing is Out of Reach for Many 

  

The Na onal Low Income Housing Coali on’s recent  Out of Reach:  America’s Forgo en Housing Crisis annual report 

includes data about the wages a household must earn to afford housing at Fair Market Rent (FMR is rent + u li es, as 

calculated by the U. S. Department of Housing and Urban Development [HUD]).  The report uses data from HUD, the U. 

S. Census Bureau, the U. S. Bureau of Labor Sta s cs, the U. S. Department of Labor, and the Social Security Admin-

istra on. 

 

Each year, the reports show that very low-income households have difficulty affording modest safe, decent housing.  

According to the American Community Survey for 2010, 15.2% of Davidson County families were below the federal 

poverty level, and more than 18,000 families had incomes below $15,000. 

www.nlihc.org/oor/2012 
 

The recession did not result in more affordable ren ng for extremely low-income households.  The declining rental va-

cancy rate and rising rental cost decreased the amount of affordable rental housing available.  The 2010 vacancy rate 

for Davidson County for renters was 9.2%, down from 11.9% in 2009 and 10% in 2008.  The report indicates that in eve-

ry community in the U. S. there are full- me workers who cannot afford the rents.  In 2012, in 86% of the U. S. coun es 

studied, the amount needed for rent exceeded the average wage earned by renters.  

 

Na onally, there were 28 states where the average renter could not afford to rent a one-

bedroom apartment.  The Davidson County 2011 Fair Market Rent (FMR) was $627 for an 

efficiency apartment, $716 for a one-bedroom, $823 for a two-bedroom and $1,067 for a 

three-bedroom.  Many people work at the federal minimum wage of $7.25 per hour, which 

means that they would need more than one job to afford housing.  In Davidson County, 

they would need 1.7 jobs for an efficiency apartment, 1.9 jobs for a one-bedroom, 2.2 jobs 

for a two-bedroom and 2.8 jobs for a three-bedroom.   

 

Living on low fixed incomes, such as Supplemental Security Income (SSI), further reduces 

housing available to households.  In 2011, 10,854 households in Davidson County received 

SSI of $674 per month.  The NLIHC reports that there are no coun es in the U. S. in which 

someone living only on SSI could afford even an efficiency apartment at Fair Market Rent.  

 

Many social service or safety net programs, including affordable housing subsidies, are being cut in the federal budget.  

HUD’s budget was cut significantly for 2012, while HUD es mates its public housing capital needs alone at over $25 

billion. 

 

The HUD HOME program provides funding to “…build, buy, and/or rehabilitate affordable housing for rent or home-

ownership or provide direct rental assistance to low-income people.”  This program decreased 38% between FY11 and 

FY12, which is es mated to result in 31,000 fewer affordable rental homes.  There is a Na onal Housing Trust Fund 

(NHTF), authorized in 2008 for preserva on of homes for the lowest income households, but it has not been funded.  

As a result, affordable housing is out of reach for a significant por on of people and, but the outlook for improvement 

remains bleak. 

 

 

http://www.nlihc.org/oor/2012�
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Map of Household Incomes Below $30,000 

This map shows the percentage of households in Da-

vidson County with less than $30,000, household in-

come by Census Tracts.  The map also shows Metropoli-

tan Council Districts, Major Roads and Waterways.   

The data is from the U. S. Census Bureau’s 2006-2010 

American Community Survey Data.  Updated data and 

maps will reflect the data that will be intermi ently re-

leased during the next several months and will be in the 

2012 Community Needs Evalua on to be completed 

next year.  Other maps are available by request or 

online: 

h p://www.nashville.gov/sservices/planningcoordina on/
maps.asp 

 

Planning Analysts, from left:   
Julius Witherspoon, Lee Stewart,  

Joyce Hillman and Abdelghani Barre. 
 

Nashville Poverty Reduc on Ini a ve Update 
 

Under the leadership of the Chair of the Nashville Poverty Council and of the Execu ve Commi ee 

Kris ne LaLonde, the Execu ve Commi ee met on May 30, 2012, July 18 and August 28.  The Execu-

ve Commi ee includes Renee Pra -Metropolitan Social Services, Kay Bowers-New Level CDC, Cyn-

thia Croom-Metropolitan Ac on Commission, Mike Hodge-Neighborhoods Resource Center, Tracey 

Dill-United Way of Metropolitan Nashville, Jaynee Day-Second Harvest Food Bank, Avi Poster-Jewish 

Federa on, Be y Johnson-Goodwill Industries and Barbara Clinton-Vanderbilt Health.  A mee ng of 

the Nashville Poverty Council is scheduled for September 28.  

 Metropolitan Social Services 
 

800 Second Avenue North, Nashville, Tennessee 

www.nashville.gov/sservices 

Direct Services:  615-862-6458 

Planning & Coordina on:  615‐862‐6494   

h p://www.nashville.gov/sservices/

planningcoordina on/index.asp            

      

http://www.nashville.gov/sservices/planningcoordination/maps.asp�
http://www.nashville.gov/sservices/planningcoordination/maps.asp�
http://www.nashville.gov/sservices/planningcoordination/maps.asp�
http://www.nashville.gov/sservices/planningcoordination/maps.asp�
http://www.nashville.gov/sservices�
http://www.nashville.gov/sservices/planningcoordination/index.asp�
http://www.nashville.gov/sservices/planningcoordination/index.asp�
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