
 

 

 

 

 

 

Historical Marker for the Lynching of Samuel Smith 

COMMUNITY MEETING 

Thursday, April 29, 2021 

6:00 PM 

Teleconference 

I. Welcome 
MHC Director Tim Walker and MHC Chair Dr. Clay Bailey 

 
II. Remarks from Council Members 

CM John Rutherford (D31) and 
 CM Joy Styles (D32) 

 
III. Introductions 

MHC Staff Jessica Reeves,  
Cane Ridge Community Club Pres. Twana Chick,  

Historian Dr. Learotha Williams 
 

IV. History of Research Process 
Twana Chick 

 
V. Brief Synopsis of Marker Text and Historical Context 

Jessica Reeves 
 

VI. Community Comments 
Participants are encouraged to email comments and questions before the 
meeting to historicalcommission@nashville.gov. To make a comment or ask a 
question during the meeting, please use the “Raise Hand” function and your 
name will be put in the queue to speak. 
 

VII. Questions 
You may also use the “Chat” function to send a question to Jessica Reeves; she 
will read these questions during the Question portion of the meeting. 
 

VIII. Adjourn  

mailto:historicalcommission@nashville.gov


 

 

 

 

 

 

Join Zoom Meeting 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81020744625?pwd=TnpQMTBMWjF6ZGVSWStVdHQren
pDZz09  

Meeting ID: 810 2074 4625 

Passcode: iTK5hK 

One tap mobile 

+13017158592,,81020744625#,,,,*394650# US (Washington DC) 

+13126266799,,81020744625#,,,,*394650# US (Chicago) 

 

Dial by your location 

        +1 301 715 8592 US (Washington DC) 

        +1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago) 

        +1 929 205 6099 US (New York) 

        +1 253 215 8782 US (Tacoma) 

        +1 346 248 7799 US (Houston) 

        +1 669 900 6833 US (San Jose) 

Meeting ID: 810 2074 4625 

Passcode: 394650 

Find your local number: https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kcCIms0n4 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81020744625?pwd=TnpQMTBMWjF6ZGVSWStVdHQrenpDZz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81020744625?pwd=TnpQMTBMWjF6ZGVSWStVdHQrenpDZz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kcCIms0n4


 

Samuel Smith marker text and bibliography  
Side 1- Racial Terror Lynchings in America  

After Southern states overthrew Reconstruction and began undermining the gains newly 

freed African Americans achieved during the era, white supremacists used racial terror 

lynchings to intimidate African Americans and enforce segregation.1 Thousands of Black 

men, women and children were lynched in the United States between 1865 and 

1950.2 White mobs often committed these lynchings close to the scenes of alleged 

crimes to intimidate and terrorize the local Black community.3  
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1 Christopher Waldrep, ed., Lynching in America: A History in Documents (New York: 

New York University Press, 2006), 99; Shawn Leigh Alexander, ed., 
Reconstruction Violence and the Ku Klux Klan Hearings (New York: Bedford/St. 
Martin’s, 2015), 12-16; Douglas R. Egerton, The Wars of Reconstruction: The 
Brief, Violent History of America’s Most Progressive Era (New York: Bloomsbury 
Press, 2014), 287; Ida B. Wells-Barnett, On Lynchings (New York: Humanity 
Books, 2002), 39; Michael J. Pfeifer, The Roots of Rough Justice: Origins of 
American Lynching (Chicago: University of Illinois Press 2011), 82; Sherrilyn A. 
Ifill, On the Courthouse Lawn: Confronting the Legacy of Lynching in the 
Twenty-First Century (Boston: Beacon Press, 2007), 58; Michael J. Pfeifer, Rough 
Justice: Lynching and American Society, 1874-1947 (Chicago: University of 
Illinois Press, 2004), 44; Manfred Berg, Popular Justice: A History of Lynching 
in America (Chicago: Ivan R. Dee, 2011), 92. 

2 See Chicago Tribune annual lynching tallies 1882-1968; “Lynching in America: 
Confronting the Legacy of Racial Terror (Third Edition),” Equal Justice Initiative, 
https://lynchinginamerica.eji.org/report/; Philip Dray, At the Hands of Persons 
Unknown: The Lynching of Black America (New York: Modern Library, 2003), 
vii; Christopher Waldrep, The Many Faces of Judge Lynch: Extralegal Violence 
and Punishment in America (New York: Palgrave Macmillan, 2002), 136; Arthur 
F. Raper, Mass Violence in America: The Tragedy of Lynching (New York: Arno 
Press and the New York Times, 1969), 1. 

3 Michael J. Pfeifer, Rough Justice: Lynching and American Society, 1874-1947 (Chicago: 
University of Illinois Press, 2004), 40; Amy Louise Wood, Lynching and 
Spectacle: Witnessing Racial Violence in America, 1890-1940 (Chapel Hill: The 
University of North Carolina Press, 2009), 21; Manfred Berg, Popular Justice: A 
History of Lynching in America (Chicago: Ivan R. Dee, 2011), 90; James R. 
McGovern, Anatomy of a Lynching: The Killing of Claude Neal (Baton Rouge: 
Louisiana State University Press, 1982), 1. 

https://lynchinginamerica.eji.org/report/


 

Side 2- Lynching of Samuel Smith  
On Dec. 15, 1924, Samuel Smith, age 15, was lynched after being abducted from Nashville 

General Hospital.4 Smith and his uncle had car trouble and attempted to take parts from 

Ike Eastwood's garage.5 Shots were exchanged; Smith and Eastwood were wounded.6 

Armed, masked, white men took Smith from the hospital and drove him to Eastwood's 

property.7 He was stripped, shot and lynched.8 People watched the lynching from their 

cars.9 The city offered an award; no one was ever arrested.10  
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4 “Mob Lynches Young Negro,” Nashville Banner, page 1, 11, December 16, 1924; “Mob 

Lynches Negro Boy Who Shot Grocer,” Nashville Tennessean, page 1, December 
16, 1924. 

5 “Negro Accused of Shooting Caught,” Nashville Banner, page 4, December 13, 1924; 
“Mob Lynches Negro Boy Who Shot Grocer,” Nashville Tennessean, page 5, 
December 16, 1924; “$5,000 Reward For Arrest of Mob Offered,” Nashville 
Tennessean, page 1, December 17, 1924. 

6 “Mob Lynches Negro Boy Who Shot Grocer,” Nashville Tennessean, page 1, December 
16, 1924. 

7 “Mob Lynches Young Negro,” Nashville Banner, page 11, December 16, 1924; “Mob 
Lynches Negro Boy Who Shot Grocer,” Nashville Tennessean, page 1, December 
16, 1924. 

8 Nashville Banner, page 11.; Nashville Tennessean, page 1.  
9 Nashville Banner, page 11 (states that shots were fired from automobiles). 
10 “State Moves Against Mob.” Nashville Banner, page 1, December 17, 1924; “$5,000 

Reward For Arrest of Mob Offered,” Nashville Tennessean, page 1, December 17, 
1924; “Next Grand Jury to Prove Lynching,” Nashville Banner, page 10, December 
31, 1924; “DeBow Instructs Jury on Lynching,” Nashville Banner, page 1, January 
6, 1925. “The Law’s Delay,” Johnson City Staff-News, page 5, February 3, 1925. 
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