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Civil Service Test Comparison – Cooper Standards Test & Physical Agility Test 

The Civil Service Testing process was changed in 2021.  The change moved away from the 

Cooper Standards Test scoring and moved to a more job-related Physical Agility Test.  The Cooper 

Standards Test measured pushups, sit ups, a 300-meter sprint and a 1.5-mile run.  The new Physical 

Agility Test consists of a 99-yard agility run, a rescue simulation (dummy drag), chain link fence climb, 

solid wall climb and a 500 yard run. 

  Data over an 18-month period was analyzed for each test.  From 08/01/2019 – 

02/28/2021, there were a total of 1138 individuals that attended our Civil Service Testing with the 

MNPD to begin the hiring process.  During this time, the Cooper Standards Test was used.  Of those 1138 

individuals, 903 passed and moved forward in the process; 3 did not test.  235 of those individuals that 

tested failed at least one portion of the process at this stage and did not proceed.  72 of these failures 

were a result of the Cooper Standards Test.  163 of the 235 failed the written exam.  This equates to a 

6% failure rate using the Cooper Standards Test. 

 

 From 03/13/2021 to present (09/15/2022), there has been a total of 967 individuals show 

up to attend Civil Service Testing with the MNPD to begin the hiring process.  Of those 967 that were 

invited to test, a total of 843 passed.  124 did not proceed forward in the process either due to failing 

the Physical Agility Test or the written exam.  Of those 124, 22 did not pass the Physical Agility Test and 

102 did not pass the written exam.  This equates to a 2% failure rate using the Physical Agility Test. 
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In comparison, the 18 months’ worth of data for each test shows a 4% change in the DNP (Did 

Not Pass) Status.  Attached is a break down by race and gender for each testing period analyzed.  There 

is a 171-person difference for the time periods analyzed of those that tested.  There was a total of 21% 

that did not proceed past the testing phase, both written and physical portions using the Cooper 

Standards Test.  There weas a total of 13% that did not proceed past the testing phase, both written and 

physical portions using the new Physical Agility Test. 
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---End of Report--- 

 


