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Director’s Update to the Board of Health  
January 2025 

Protecting Health – Preventing the Spread of Infectious Disease  

Tuberculosis Elimination Program 
The TB Elimination Program is excited to announce that mid-December 2024, asynchronous electronic 
directly observed therapy (e-DOT) commenced as a DOT option for eligible patients who are receiving 
treatment for TB infection or disease.  The TBE Program will continue to offer synchronous e-DOT to 
eligible patients and of course will continue to offer in-person DOT. Electronic DOT has been shown to 
increase patient satisfaction (flexibility of schedule and less time off work), medication adherence, and 
treatment success.  Other benefits of e-DOT include decrease program expense and improved efficiency 
of DOT and case management. 
 
Vaccinations:  Flu 
Metro Public Health Department staff continue to offer flu shots to the community, surpassing last year’s 
rate. As of December 28th, MPHD had administered 2,294 flu shots, as compared to 2,029 administered 
through the same point in time for the 2023-2024 flu season. A highlight of this year’s flu shot campaign 
was the 635 flu shots administered on Fight Flu Day October 15th. MPHD clinics continue to offer flu shots, 
especially as CDC numbers show moderate flu activity both in wastewater collection and in Davidson 
County emergency department visits. 
 
Ryan White Part A Program 
The Ryan White Part A Program’s Nashville Transitional Grant Area, which comprises Davidson and 12 
other surrounding counties, will release or launch a Request For Proposal (RFP) in the coming weeks. 
Below is a list of the services funded in the Nashville TGA, specifically marked with an asterisk *.  
This decision was made because the five-year grant cycle ends February 28, 2025, and the Health Resource 
Services Administration (HRSA) has announced they are moving the grant onto a three-year cycle.  

Additionally, during the site visit with our Ryan White program management team last spring, the 
Nashville TGA Project Officer, Dr. Jonathon Fenner, Chief, Southern Branch; and HRSA consultants Mark 
Peppler and Jim McCarthy strongly recommended that we release a new RFP to include department or 
internal grantmaking. This measure, HRSA indicated, is a needed improvement based on their assessment 
of the Metro procurement processes during the site visit. 

Funding Categories (Services) 

• Part A: 
• Outpatient Ambulatory 
• Early Intervention Services 
• Mental Health 
• Medical Case Management/Case Management 
• Emergency Financial Assistance 
• Nutrition Services 
• Housing Assistance 
• Linguistics 
• Transportation 
• Psychosocial 
• Referral 

Ryan White MAI 
Outpatient Ambulatory 
Early Intervention Services 
Mental Health 
Medical Case Management 
Outreach 
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The following is a listing of all services available through Ryan White Grant funding for Part A/MAI: 

The services that are offered throughout the TGA are indicated with an *. 

Core Medical Services  

• ADAP Treatments  
• AIDS Pharmaceutical Assistance  
• Early Intervention Services * 
• Health Insurance Premium and Cost Sharing Assistance for Low-Income Individuals  
• Home and Community-Based Health Services  
• Home Health Care  
• Hospice Services 
• Medical Case Management, including Treatment Adherence Services * 
• Medical Nutrition Therapy   
• Mental Health Services * 
• Oral Health Care  
• Outpatient/Ambulatory Health Services * 
• Substance Abuse Outpatient Care * 

Support Services  

• Childcare Services  
• Emergency Financial Assistance * 
• Food Bank/Home Delivered Meals * 
• Health Education/Risk Reduction  
• Housing * 
• Legal Services 
• Linguistic Services * 
• Medical Transportation * 
• Non-Medical Case Management Services * 
• Other Professional Services 

                                                            Map of Nashville Transitional Grant Area (TGA)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Outreach Services * 
Permanency Planning 
Psychosocial Support Services * 
Referral for Health Care and Support Services * 
Rehabilitation Services  
Respite Care  
Residential Substance Abuse Disorder Services  
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Promote and Support Healthier Living  

Oral Health Program 

 

 
Cervical Cancer Awareness Month 
MPHD clinics will observe Cervical Cancer Awareness month throughout the month of January. 
Due to the hard work of the Clinical Services staff, patients needing cervical cancer screening 
that do not qualify for family planning services can be navigated through our Tennessee Breast 
and Cervical Screening program at any of our preventive health clinics. Below is some more 
information on Cervical Cancer Awareness Month and the importance of screening.  
 

Upcoming projects: Clinical Services 
• Nursing Mentorship Program, starting early 2025- championed by Tasha Brantley, RN, 

Sexual Health Center Manager. 
• A Breast and Cervical Screening program partnership with Nashville Healthcare 

Diagnostic Center- very successful first collaboration date, 17 patients attended. Next 
MPHD date 2/20/2025- championed by Emily Davis, NP. 
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