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The Metropolitan Historical Commission is a municipal 
historic preservation agency working to document history, 
save and reuse buildings, and make the public more aware 

of the necessity and advantages of preservation in 
Nashville and Davidson County, Tennessee. 

Created in 1966, the commission consists of fifteen citizens 
appointed by the mayor.

Who We Are



Project Background

Early 2023 – MHC attended community meeting with residents of 
Fairway Drive to discuss National Register nomination; included in larger 
grant app

Late 2023 – Metro Historical Commission received preservation grant from 
Tennessee Historical Commission to complete architectural survey in 
Donelson

Neighborhood study list created based on existing survey information 
and property records, areas of likely historical districts

Goals: document historical resources 
               identify districts eligible for National Register of Historic Places

Deliverables:
 survey photos
 survey report with findings
 public presentation (fall 2025)



Architectural Survey as a Preservation Tool

Prep work – locate plats, research building dates to define 
boundaries of districts

Windshield surveys: informal, broad

Intensive surveys: focused, higher level 
 of documentation – 
 survey forms

Photos – front and oblique/side 
views, outbuildings, structures 
(i.e. walls, culverts, bridges)

Field notes (info from owners, 
architectural details observed 
on site, visible alterations, etc.)

Survey provides foundational records used for preservation 
planning, project reviews, designations, historic zoning, grant 

applications and more!



June 2019      March 2025
   

Survey also helps MHC document changes to individual 
buildings and neighborhoods…



Resources for Existing Survey 
Records

Parcel Viewer – Davidson County 
records

TN Historical Commission Viewer – 
state survey records

*survey forms and photos available upon 
request 



Green = WOC (Worthy 
of Conservation)

Red fill/Red 
crosshatch= National 
Register eligible (NRE)

Blue= National 
Register listed 

Purple (dot) = pre-1865 

Sunny Acres (NRE)

Fairway Drive (NRE)

Parcel Viewer -  https://maps.nashville.gov/ParcelViewer/ 

Lebanon Road (NRE)

Craigmeade (WOC)

Creekside Hts & Foxwood (WOC)

https://maps.nashville.gov/ParcelViewer/


TN Historical Commission Viewer –  https://tnmap.tn.gov/historicalcommission/  

https://tnmap.tn.gov/historicalcommission/


Donelson’s Historic Neighborhoods

July 1956 Sanborn Fire 
Insurance Map



Hargis Heights

Plat date: 1940
Homes date 1940-c. 1950
Stinson Rd.

Minimal Traditional
Transitional Ranch
Stone cottages

55 parcels



Merry Oaks

Platted 1951-1957

Blue Hills Dr., Whipple Pl., 
Deerwood Rd., Cloverdale 
Rd., Woodberry Dr., Fairway 
Dr., Ingleside Rd., Sweetwood 
Rd.

Ranch
Split Level
Transitional Ranch

313 parcels

Residences from 1900 & 1930 
pre-date the plat



Cloverdale

Platted 1952-1953
Woodberry Dr., Wanda Dr., 
Adair Rd., Pittswood Dr., 
Larimore Dr., Atrium Way 

Minimal Traditional
Transitional Ranch

97 parcels 



Donelson Hills

Platted 1955-1956
Donelson Hills Dr., June Dr., 
Guaranty Dr., Dearborn Dr., 
Graeme Dr.

Ranches galore!

178 parcels



Sunny Acres

Platted 1957-1958
Windemere Dr., Renee Dr., Fisher Dr.
Oldest section fronts McGavock Pk.
Includes St. Johns Evangelical Lutheran (1970)

Split Level
Transitional Ranch
Ranch

97 parcels 





McGavock Pike

Range of building ages and 
architectural styles reflect organic 
historical development along this 
corridor.

Craftsman
Minimal Traditional
Ranch
Transitional Ranch
Stone cottages
Stone walls



How can you help?

• Learn more about the project on our Grants 
and Special Projects page

• Follow MHC’s social media for updates

• Sign up for History Gram monthly e-
newsletter

• Contact us to share info about your property 
or neighborhood’s history (i.e. historic 
images, original plans, architect/builder info)

Questions? Contact (615) 862-7970 ext. 79780 or Caroline.Eller@nashville.gov 

mailto:Caroline.Eller@nashville.gov
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