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Connect 
Downtown 
Action Plan 
Boundaries

WHERE IS IT?
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 Identified by Metro Nashville 
Transportation Plan (2020)

 Recognizing all modes of travel slow 
to a crawl during peak periods, 
posing specific issues for emergency 
vehicles, long-term growth, and our 
quality of life

 Complementary to Imagine East Bank, 
and River North efforts creating 
framework east of Cumberland River

Why Connect 
Downtown



“Must Haves” for a Great Downtown
 Pedestrian priority 

not just in a few places

 Great options 
with some redundancy

 Safe and comfortable 
spaces both traffic safety 
and personal safety

 Active management 
to address the unexpected
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A modal hierarchy for Downtown Nashville



The Connect Downtown Action Plan



CDAP Street Conversions – (Phases 1 & 2)

Nov. 5. 2025
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2nd Ave N & S Street 
Conversion Study & 
Implementation

 2nd Ave street conversion project
(Union St to Korean Veterans Boulevard)

 CDAP Project  ID #’s 14, 15, 16 & 17  

 Provides “southbound vehicular capacity and 
balances travel flows and loading activity on 
this corridor”

 Enhanced Special Event Transportation 
Planning and accessibility to/from downtown

 Works together with 3 other street 
conversion projects, approximately 100 other 
projects/programs

 Will result in improved curb and street 
congestion, more efficient movement of 
needed deliveries, services, workers, 
residents and tourists
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Typical 2nd Ave North Street 
Conversion Plans  

(BROADWAY TO UNION STREET – SECTION 1)
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Commerce to Broadway 

N
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Commerce Street Striping & Curb Use Plan(3rd Ave N to 2nd Ave N)

N



Typical 2ND Ave South Street 
Conversion Plans

(KOREAN VETERANS BOULEVARD TO BROADWAY – SECTION 2)
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2nd Ave S – Molloy St to Korean Veterans Boulevard

N
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2nd Ave S – Pedestrian Bridge to Demonbreun Street

N



Why are the 2nd, 3rd, 
4th N/S St. Concept 
Layouts Important

 Provides needed improvements to move 
more people in and out of the downtown  to 
get to entertainment venues, offices, 
businesses, hotels & residences

 Dedicated bus lanes & intersection que 
jumps (3rd & 4th Ave) move people more 
efficiently, provide wider sidewalks & new 
enhanced/connected bikeway system

 Traffic studies and Vistro modeling of 164 
intersections show these downtown 
improvements, along with other projects, will 
improve downtown transportation system

 Without these improvements downtown 
roads and intersection will experience 
intersection grid lock and wait times given 
historical growth patterns 
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What Happens if 
we do nothing?
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Next Steps for Street Conversion Projects

 Open 2nd Ave. N/S (Union St. to Korean Veterans Boulevard) as one-way north street by the 
end of December 2025

2nd Ave. improvements south of Broadway to KVB will include milling and repaving, new 
striping and necessary signage

Prepare engineering study of 2nd Ave., 3rd Ave., and 4th Ave., over next 6 to 9 months

Hold regular downtown merchant, property owner and stakeholder meetings to brief them and 
receive input on engineering studies and related plans.

Return to Traffic & Parking Commission within 6 to 9 months with engineering study findings on  
2nd Ave., 3rd Ave., and 4th Ave.
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THANK YOU!

@NashvilleDOT

@NashvilleDOT

@nashvilledot

Nashville.gov/departments/transportation

https://www.nashville.gov/departments/transportation/p
lans-and-programs/connect-downtown

Brent Schultz, Connect Downtown Coordinator
Brent.Schultz@Nashville.Gov, or (615) 878-9504

mailto:Brent.Schultz@Nashville.Gov
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