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PUBLIC SURVEY RESULTS SUMMARY 
 

Introduction 
 

The Parks and Recreation Department (Metro Nashville Parks) is updating its 

systemwide parks and recreation master plan document, Plan to Play, originally 

adopted by the Metropolitan Board of Parks and Recreation on March 7, 2017.  As a 

part of the Plan to Play Update, an online survey was administered to measure 

resident engagement with the Metro Parks system and to provide input for 

consideration in identifying future capital and programmatic investments.  The 

survey is one of several important sources of input, along with the open house, 

needs mapping, and stakeholder meetings, that will be used to inform plan 

recommendations. The survey’s typical participants are self -selected and tend to be 

more highly engaged in parks and community affairs than the average person.  

1.1 SURVEY OVERVIEW & PARTICIPATION PROFILE  

Survey Reach & Scale: 

• Total Responses: 2,550 

• Davidson County Residents: 94.5% (2,409) 

• Non-residents: 5.5% (140) 

• Statistical margin of error range +/-2.0% to +/-2.43% 

 

Engagement Window: May 21 to July 31, 2025 – ensuring seasonal coverage 

across spring, early summer, and midsummer usage.  

 

Geographic Distribution: 

• Highest response rates from 37206 (East Nashville, 350), 37209 (West 

Nashville, 259), and 37205 (Belle Meade/Green Hills, 222).  

• South and Southeast zip codes (37211, 37013, 37217) indicated continued 

recreation demand, particularly around Antioch and Cane Ridge.  
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Demographic Indicators 

• Broad mix of families, seniors, and young professionals:  

o Families with young children are reflected in frequent mentions of 

playgrounds and splash pads (e.g., Fannie Mae Dees “Dragon Park,” 

Sevier Park, Elmington Park). These comments often request shaded 

seating, restrooms, and more child-friendly amenities. 

o Seniors and older adults are visible in asks for walking loops, 

benches, rest areas, and aquatics facilities, especially in reference to 

Centennial, Two Rivers, and McCabe. Several comments highlight 

swimming pools as critical resources for older residents’ fitness.  

o Young professionals are reflected in mentions of greenways and 

fitness programming, particularly the Shelby Bottoms and Richland 

Creek corridors, with comments highlighting running, biking, and 

group fitness opportunities. 

 

Significant representation from equity-priority neighborhoods: 

• Respondents from Antioch (37013), Madison (37115), and North Nashville 

(37208) participated and voiced specific needs such as new community 

centers, better athletic fields, and more playgrounds. For example, Cane 

Ridge and Hartman Park were frequently cited by these respondents as 

needing reinvestment. 

• Madison and Hermitage residents repeatedly flagged limited access to safe 

greenways and requested stronger connectivity into existing trail networks 

like Stones River. 

 

Underserved areas still underrepresented in survey responses relative to population 

share 

• Despite population growth, South Nashville (37211) and Antioch (37013) had 

fewer mentions than expected given the population of those areas. 

Comments that did appear often raised frustration about “lack of parity” 

compared to the concentration of facilities in East Nashville or near the 

urban core. 

• Several respondents noted they “drive to Warner Parks or Shelby Bottoms” 

because comparable facilities are not available in their immediate 

neighborhoods. This points to an ongoing geographic equity gap in facility 

distribution. 
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Demographic Stats: 

• 85.5% of respondents have been residents of Davidson County for five (5) or 

more years. 

• 63.3% of respondents were in the 25-54 age group; over-sampling the actual 

age group which is 40.9% of the population. Note the online survey was 

intended for adults (18 years old or older) to complete.  

• The 55-74 years old age group was over-sampled 29.3% to actual 13.6%, 

while the 75+ age group was represented accurately with 4.8% in the survey 

and 4.7% in population. 

• Households with children were slightly under-sampled with 35.9% of 

respondents indicating they had children under 18 in their household vs. 

44.4% of actual households. 

• Whites were over-sampled 74.0% vs. 66.6% actual while the following 

minority populations were under-sampled: Black/African American 8.4% vs. 

actual 26.1%; Hispanic/Latino/ or Spanish at 1.8% vs. actual 13.7%; and 

Asians at 1.3% vs. actual 3.8%.  

• Households with a member that has a disability were over-sampled with 

13.8% of respondents vs. 7.8% actual. 

1.2 FACILITY USE & CORE ANCHORS  

System Anchors: Survey responses identify concentrations around a small set of 

sites/parks: 

• Warner Parks (Percy/Edwin Warner) – repeatedly identified as the county’s 

premier outdoor recreation destination, providing multi -modal trails, 

ecological preserves, and competitive athletics.  

• Shelby Bottoms/Greenway – the most consistently mentioned greenway 

corridor, underscoring demand for linear access and neighborhood-to-park 

connectivity. 

• Centennial & Bicentennial Parks – key urban cultural anchors, providing 

programmed events, passive recreation, and city identity.  

 

Community-Level Facilities: 

• Regional Community Centers (Hadley, McCabe, Bellevue, Madison, 

Hartman): serve as localized “third spaces” for fitness, aquatics, and 

senior/youth programming. 

• Playgrounds: Strong family demand for high-use sites (Fannie Mae 

Dees/Dragon Park, Sevier, Elmington, Shelby). 
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• Athletic Assets: Consistent use of golf courses (Vinny Links, Ted Rhodes, 

McCabe), tennis courts (Hadley, Hillwood HS), and disc golf courses (Seven 

Oaks, Cane Ridge, Cedar Hill). 

1.3 TRENDS & ACTIVITY CLUSTERS 

Greenways as Transportation Corridors: 

• Greenways represent the most heavily cited asset class, functioning as both 

transportation corridors and recreation conduits.  

• Most referenced: Shelby Bottoms, Richland Creek, Stones River, Mill Creek, 

Cumberland River, and Harpeth River alignments. 

• High number of mentions for “desired routes” highlight demand for cross-

county linkages (Antioch to Downtown; West Nashville to Bellevue). 

 

Activity Interests and Needs: 

• Walking/Hiking/Trails: Warner Parks, Radnor Lake, and Beaman are 

consistently used for hiking and nature immersion.  

• Cycling & Multi-Use: Greenways increasingly serve as daily fitness and 

commuting corridors. 

• Aquatics: Community demand is high for more aquatic facilities (most 

referenced from survey were pools at Hadley, Hartman, Smith Springs, 

Bellevue). 

• Dog Parks: High reliance on Two Rivers, Centennial, Shelby, and 

Ravenwood dog parks. 

• Community Programming: Seniors emphasized community centers, while 

families highlighted youth sports and playgrounds. 

1.4 PRIORITIES & NEEDS 

Key Themes from Responses (descending order of priority/need): 

1. Maintenance & Safety Concerns 

• Requests for lighting upgrades, trail safety patrols, and restroom access.  

• Several respondents cite feeling unsafe in neighborhood parks, limiting 

use. 

2. Geographic Equity 

• Repeated emphasis on Antioch, Madison, Hermitage, and North Nashville 

as underserved relative to population density.  

• Need for balanced park distribution across areas of population growth in 

Davidson County. 



PLAN TO PLAY MASTER PLAN  | PUBLIC SURVEY RESULTS SUMMARY  | 09.03.2025 
 

5 

 

3. Connectivity Imperative 

• Consistent demand for linkages between greenways and parks.  

• Desire for trail continuity across river and highway barriers.  

 

4. Programming Expansion 

• Respondents noted a desire for more community events, senior activities, 

aquatics, and youth athletics. 

• Support for multi-generational programming as a unifying strategy. 

5. Recreation Innovation 

• Mentions of pickleball courts, pump tracks, skateparks, and disc golf 

reflect demand for non-traditional recreation offerings. 

1.5 STRATEGIC TAKEAWAYS & PLANNING IMPLICATIONS  

System-Wide Insights: 

• Legacy Parks Drive Usage: Warner Parks, Centennial, and Shelby remain 

dominant, but are strained from overuse as noted by respondents. 

• Greenways are System Backbone: Linear connectivity has emerged as 

Nashville’s highest recreation demand; greenways are not “supplemental,” 

but core to many respondents’ recreation needs . 

• Equity Gaps Persist: Equity through the system remains an area for 

improvement with the Antioch and North Nashville areas lacking facilities 

which are accessible in the West and East Nashville areas in both facility 

quality and density. 

Planning Implications: 

• Invest in Equitable Expansion: Prioritize Antioch/Madison/Hermitage for 

new playgrounds, community centers, and trailheads to provide access 

greenways. 

• Enhance Greenway Network: Complete linkages, enhance trailheads, and 

integrate greenway access into neighborhood-level planning. 

• Upgrade Core Parks: Reinforce Centennial, Shelby, and Warner Parks with 

maintenance, safety, and resilience investments. 

• Diversify Programming: Expand offerings beyond traditional athletics to 

include wellness, cultural events, and senior engagement.  

• System Resilience: Incorporate climate resilience (flood-tolerant materials, 

shade canopy, permeable surfaces) into capital reinvestment.  
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1.6 CONCLUSION 

The 2025 “Plan to Play” Survey highlights Metro Parks’ role as both a community 

connector and regional destination system. Resident feedback reveals both high 

reliance on legacy parks and greenways and a strong desire for equitable 

distribution of facilities and modern programming. The insights provide clear 

directives: expand access, enhance safety, improve greenways, and balance the 

recreation portfolio to meet the needs of a growing, diversifying Nashville -Davidson 

County. 

Write-in Questions  

The following are summaries of write-in questions from the online survey: 

Question 3:  

Which specific facilities (greenway, dog park, playground, etc.) do you use 
most? Include location (name of facility, or greenway) if possible.  

Results show that the Warner Parks, Shelby, Centennial, and Bicentennial (non-Metro Park) 

are the most dominant system anchors, while neighborhood-level parks like McCabe, 

Sevier, Elmington, and Hadley also received strong recognition. Greenways (Shelby, 

Richland, Two Rivers) are consistently prioritized. 

Top 15 Sites (Descending Order) 

1. Warner Parks (Percy & Edwin Warner) – 167 mentions 

2. Shelby Park & Bottoms – 153 mentions 

3. Centennial Park – 142 mentions 

4. Bicentennial Capitol Mall State Park – 118 mentions 

5. McCabe Park & Community Center – 101 mentions 

6. Seven Oaks Park / Disc Golf – 96 mentions 

7. Two Rivers Park – 92 mentions 

8. Sevier Park – 86 mentions 

9. Fannie Mae Dees Park (Dragon Park) – 81 mentions 

10. Elmington Park – 77 mentions 

11. Hadley Park & Community Center – 74 mentions 

12. East Bank / Cumberland Riverfront – 71 mentions 

13. Richland Creek Greenway – 68 mentions 

14. Smith Springs Park – 65 mentions 

15. Cane Ridge Park – 63 mentions 
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Question 14:  

Which THREE types of programs are most important to you or your 
household? 

Top write-ins responses (# of mentions): (178 total write-in comments) 

 

1. Aquatics & Pools (Mentions: 15) 

• Includes: outdoor pools, indoor pools, warm pools, extended hours, shaded play/pool 

areas, swimming lessons for adults, community pools (West Meade, Bellevue, YMCA 

reference). 

2. Pickleball (Mentions: 14) 

• Requests for dedicated courts, indoor courts, leagues, clinics, open court time, and 

county-wide access. 

• Several emphasized Nashville is “behind” in providing proper pickleball facilities. 

3. Golf (Mentions: 12) 

• Includes: general golf requests, more courses, course improvements, free/affordable 

lessons, household avid golfers, and golf as a core recreation activity. 

4. Fitness & Exercise Programs (Mentions: 10) 

• Examples: exercise classes, tai chi, yoga, line dancing/zumba, Parkinson’s boxing, 

strengthening/balance for seniors, racquetball, squash, roller skating, senior fitness, 

“music for seniors.” 

5. Youth & Teen Programs (Mentions: 8) 

• Includes: programs for ages 9–12 (gap age), afterschool, teen basketball/court time, 

camps for kids under 6, programs for older children/teens. 

6. Arts, Culture, & Education (Mentions: 7) 

• Includes: historical tours, art classes, crafts/knitting/sewing/woodworking, 

multicultural programs, cultural centers (Edmondson site), music/dance 

performances. 

7. Dog Parks & Pet Programs (Mentions: 6) 

• Requests for more dog parks, shaded/fenced facilities, late hours, and dog-friendly 

programming. 

8. Greenways & Outdoor/Nature Activities (Mentions: 6) 

• Greenway connectivity, nature-led hikes, outdoor education, mountain bike trail, safe 

bike riding programs. 
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Question 15:  

Is there anything else you would like to share about Nashville's parks, park 
facilities, and amenities? 

1,054 total write-in comments 

Top Ten Themes (Descending Order) 

1. Greenways & Connectivity – 422 mentions 

• Respondents consistently identified greenway expansion as the highest priority. 

• Examples: 

o Requests to extend the Stones River Greenway into Antioch and connect it to 

Cane Ridge. 

o Requests to close gaps along Richland Creek and Cumberland River 

greenways to create a continuous loop system. 

o Suggestions for safe road crossings, bridges, and underpasses to link 

neighborhoods to existing trails. 

2. Parks Maintenance & Upkeep – 387 mentions 

• Maintenance concerns focused on the usability of parks. 

• Examples: 

o Complaints about restrooms often being locked or in poor condition at Warner 

Parks and Shelby Park. 

o Calls for more frequent mowing, better trash collection, and improved lighting 

at McCabe, Hadley, and neighborhood playgrounds. 

o Requests for repair of tennis/basketball courts and parking lots in smaller 

community parks. 

3. Safety & Security – 312 mentions 

• Residents want to feel safe in both large and small facilities. 

• Examples: 

o Calls for blue-light emergency call boxes along Shelby Bottoms Greenway. 

o Requests for increased patrol presence in parks with higher reports of 

encampments or vandalism. 

o Improved lighting on trails and parking areas, particularly at Two Rivers and 

Sevier Park. 
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4. Playgrounds & Family Amenities – 265 mentions 

• Families asked for updated, inclusive play spaces and support facilities. 

• Examples: 

o “Dragon Park [Fannie Mae Dees] is amazing—we need more inclusive 

playgrounds like this across Nashville.” 

o Requests for splash pads at neighborhood parks like Smith Springs and 

Hartman. 

o Emphasis on shaded seating, restrooms, and family picnic areas to 

accompany playgrounds. 

5. Equity & Geographic Distribution – 238 mentions 

• Feedback underscored uneven access to quality parks and programs. 

• Examples: 

o Antioch and Madison residents noted they must drive across town to access 

high-quality facilities like Warner Parks or Centennial. 

o North Nashville respondents highlighted the need for investment in Hadley 

Park, Hartman Park, and Watkins Park. 

o Comments pointed out that fast-growing neighborhoods in Southeast 

Nashville remain underserved relative to population growth. 

6. Aquatics & Pools – 221 mentions 

• Aquatic amenities are seen as essential but lacking. 

• Examples: 

o Residents asked for modern indoor pools in Antioch and South Nashville. 

o Families called for the expansion of splash pads at community parks. 

o Requests for renovations at Two Rivers Pool (Wave Country) and Centennial 

Sportsplex to match current demand. 

7. Sports Facilities (Fields & Courts) – 197 mentions 

• Comments reflected both youth sports demand and emerging adult recreation 

trends. 

• Examples: 

o Soccer and baseball leagues cited the need for more well-maintained multi-

field complexes. 

o Strong requests for additional pickleball courts, especially in East and South 

Nashville. 

o Concerns about poor field conditions and over-scheduling at community 

centers like McCabe and Seven Oaks. 
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8. Dog Parks & Pet-Friendly Spaces – 174 mentions 

• Pet owners emphasized growing demand for dog-specific amenities. 

• Examples: 

o “Two Rivers Dog Park is great, but it’s overcrowded—South Nashville 

deserves its own fenced park.” 

o Calls for shaded seating, water fountains, and agility features. 

o Suggestions to incorporate dog-friendly trails and greenway spurs. 

9. Nature Preservation & Tree Canopy – 163 mentions 

• Residents expressed a desire for nature-first design approaches. 

• Examples: 

o Calls for expanded shade tree planting along Richland Creek and Shelby 

Bottoms greenways. 

o Community interest in flood-resilient design in low-lying parks such as Bells 

Bend. 

o Support for native landscaping and pollinator-friendly plantings in park 

restorations. 

10. Community Programming & Events – 149 mentions 

• Beyond physical infrastructure, residents want programming that builds community. 

• Examples: 

o Requests for more free concerts and multicultural festivals at Centennial and 

Riverfront venues. 

o Families suggested youth after-school and summer programs at community 

centers. 

o Seniors asked for low-cost exercise classes and walking clubs. 
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Question 17:  

How far do you travel to your nearest greenway trailhead or access point?  

165 total write-in comments 

Distances / Travel Mode Mentions 

• Specific mileage mentioned (≤ 2 miles): 15 mentions 

(e.g., 0.75 mi, 1 mi, 1.5 mi, 1.7 mi, 1.8 mi, 2 mi – usually with notes on unsafe 

walking/biking). 

• Moderate distance (3–5 miles): 28 mentions 

(frequent answers of 3 mi, 3.4 mi, 4 mi, 4.3 mi, 5 mi). 

• Longer distance (6–10 miles): 22 mentions 

(commonly 6 mi, 7 mi, 8 mi, 10 mi). 

• Very long distance (11+ miles or 15–30-minute drive): 14 mentions 

(12 mi, 15–20 mi, 20–30 min drive, outside county). 

Qualitative Mentions 

• “Have to drive / always drive” (no safe walk/bike): 25 mentions 

• “Not safe” (due to roads, traffic, or lack of sidewalks): 10 mentions 

• “Do not use greenways / none nearby / not sure”: 10 mentions 

• References to specific sites (Shelby Park, Two Rivers, Richland Creek, McCabe, 

Stones River, Warner, Harpeth): 12 mentions 
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Question 18:  

How far do you travel to your most frequented greenway trailhead or access 
point? 

184 total write-in comments 

Distances / Travel Mentions 

• Very close (≤ 2 miles): 10 mentions 

(e.g., 0.75 mi, 1 mi, 1.5 mi, 1.7 mi, 1.8 mi, 2 mi). 

Most note unsafe walking/biking conditions despite short distance. 

• Moderate distance (3–5 miles): 30 mentions 

(common answers: 3 mi, 3.4 mi, 4 mi, 5 mi, 5+ mi). 

• Longer distance (6–10 miles): 25 mentions 

(6 mi, 7 mi, 8 mi, 9 mi, 10 mi; often paired with 15–20 min drives). 

• Very long distance (11+ miles or 20–30+ minute drive): 18 mentions 

(12 mi, 15 mi, 19–20 mi, 25–30 min drive, out of county). 

Qualitative Mentions 

• “Drive required / always drive”: 30 mentions. 

• “Not safe” (roads, traffic, lack of sidewalks): 12 mentions. 

• “Do not use / not sure / not much info”: 12 mentions. 

• References to specific sites (Stones River, Warner Parks, Richland Creek, McCabe, 

Chickering, Two Rivers, Donelson, Sylvan Park, Edwin Warner): 15 mentions. 

Question 19:  

For which of the following reasons have you used Nashville’s greenways in 
the past 12 months? 

▪ total write-in comments 

 

1. Non-Use / Not Safe / Inconvenient (Mentions: 22) 

• Includes: “None,” “n/a,” “Have not used,” “Not used,” “Do not use,” “Haven’t used,” 

“Not safe,” “Too far,” “Not convenient,” “Haven’t visited in 12 months,” etc. 

• Strong theme of barriers to use due to safety, distance, or lack of convenience. 

2. Birding / Nature Activities (Mentions: 6) 

• Includes: “BIRDING!!,” “Birding and naturalist activities,” “birding,” “birding!,” “Spring 

birding walk,” “weed wrangles/tree plantings.” 

• Reflects strong interest in birding and nature-based activities. 
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3. Fitness & Recreation (Sports, Exercise, Walking, Races) (Mentions: 8) 

• Includes: Hiking, Exercise (but not safe), Disc Golf, Golf (and reference to golf again 

at the end), skate races, 5k/half marathon running, swim classes, walking, 

commuting by bicycle. 

4. Other Activities / Special Uses (Mentions: 7) 

• Photography, senior pictures, painting scenery, historic commemoration, 

volunteering, walking work/business meetings, historical research, 

meditation/quiet spaces. 

5. Family / Social Use (Mentions: 4) 

• Includes: “Quality family time,” “Family outdoor time, picnics, celebrations,” 

“Entertaining kids,” “To bring children and grandchildren.” 

Question 21:  

If you felt unsafe on a greenway, which of the following best describe the 
reason(s) you felt unsafe? 

234 total write-in comments 

 

1. Homelessness, Crime, and Unsafe Encounters (Mentions: 45) 

• Includes: unhoused camps, loitering, mentally unwell or aggressive individuals, drug 

use/dealing, people exposing themselves, assaults, muggings, threatening 

strangers, men following women, and reports of violent incidents. 

• This was the most frequently cited concern and often tied to both personal 

experiences and news/media reports. 

2. Car Break-Ins, Parking Lot Safety (Mentions: 20) 

• Repeated concerns about car vandalism, theft, catalytic converter thefts, and break-

ins at trailheads (Shelby Bottoms, Beaman, Bells Bend, White Bridge, etc.). 

• Many asked for cameras or license plate readers (LPRs) to deter crime. 

3. E-Bikes, Scooters, and Motorized Vehicles (Mentions: 18) 

• Complaints about e-bikes, scooters, dirt bikes, ATVs, hoverboards, one-wheels, and 

even park police trucks on trails. 

• Common issues: speeding, noise, lack of etiquette, and safety hazards to 

pedestrians. 

4. Cyclist & Pedestrian Conflicts (Mentions: 15) 

• Includes: cyclists moving too fast, not announcing passes, traveling in large “packs,” 

bullying behavior, and collisions/near misses. 

• Also includes complaints about walkers with headphones, groups blocking paths, or 

children/dogs not staying to the right. 
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5. Environmental & Infrastructure Hazards (Mentions: 12) 

• Examples: overgrown brush, blind corners, slick bridges after rain, mud, debris, dogs 

off-leash, unleashed “large breeds,” snakes, feral dogs. 

• Some cited a lack of lighting, storm shelters, or emergency call boxes. 

6. General Perceptions / News Influence (Mentions: 10) 

• People noted that news of various crimes on greenways amplified fear even if they 

had not personally experienced incidents. 

• Several mentioned avoiding greenways alone or after dark due to these perceptions. 

Question 22:  

Which of the following improvements would increase your use of greenways? 

207 total write-ins comments 

Top themes 

1. More / connected greenways (network expansion) (Mentions: 38) 

• More miles; connect existing segments; “River to Radnor”; downtown connectivity; 

connect parks/blueways; longer continuous trips. 

2. Safety & security measures (Mentions: 38) 

• Cameras/LPRs; rangers/safety phones; parking-lot surveillance; address flooding at 

crossings; better crosswalks/traffic calming. 

3. Maintenance & repairs (Mentions: 27) 

• Clear brush/mow; fix slick bridges & mud holes; resurface/smoother pavement; 

drainage/grade; routine upkeep; repair/reopen Morton Mill & Stones River bridges; 

keep paths clear/narrowing vegetation. 

4. Address homelessness around greenways (Mentions: 22) 

• Remove camps/garbage; dedicated programs to help unhoused; keep encampments 

off trails. 

5. Restrooms & water (Mentions: 17) 

• More bathrooms at trailheads/entrances; water fountains; keep facilities open. 

 

Next tier 

6. Dog management (Mentions: 12) 

• Leash enforcement; separate dog areas; more waste stations; reduce long 

leashes/aggressive dogs. 

7. User etiquette, signs & lane management (Mentions: 12) 

• Keep right/which side to walk; one-way bike lanes or separated bike/walk lanes; 

more signage; lane discipline for scooters/cyclists. 
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8. Parking & access to trailheads (Mentions: 12)  

• More/safer parking; ADA/safer approaches; wayfinding to connectors; access points 

at neighborhoods. 

9. Shade / trees / heat relief (Mentions: 11) 

• More tree canopy/plantings/wildflowers; shade along levees; “it’s too hot.” 

10. Lighting (targeted/urban areas; keep natural areas dark) (Mentions: 10) 

• Add lighting in select paved/urban sections; several notes not to light natural 

sections; Dark-Skies compliance. 

11. E-bikes & motorized devices policy (Mentions: 10) 

• Ban/limit e-bikes & motorized devices; separated lanes for faster devices. 

 

Additional recurring items (Mentions: #) 

• ADA & mobility (bridges, paths, entrances) (6) 

• Trash & litter cleanups (6) 

• Vendor/amenity nodes (cafés, rentals, pop-ups) (6) 

• Mosquito control / weather notes (5) 

• Blueways / water-trail access (4) 

• Benches/rest stops (4) 

Question 24:  

Is there anything else you would like to share about Nashville's greenways or 
have ideas for improvements:  

Top Ten Themes (Descending Order) (560 total write-in comments) 

 1. Greenways & Connectivity – 422 mentions 

• The strongest theme by far, with residents highlighting connectivity gaps and 

opportunities. 

• Examples: 

o Calls to extend the Stones River Greenway into Antioch and Cane Ridge, 

where demand outpaces current infrastructure. 

o Requests for trail continuity: “The Richland Creek Greenway should connect 

to Charlotte Avenue and West Nashville.” 

o Desire for safer crossings at major road barriers (I-440, Murfreesboro Pike) 

and links between neighborhoods and schools. 

o Support for loop systems and regional trail integration to allow car-free travel 

between work, parks, and shopping areas. 
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2. Parks Maintenance & Upkeep – 387 mentions 

• Residents repeatedly stressed that existing parks must be cared for before new 

facilities are built. 

• Examples: 

o Complaints about trash overflow and infrequent mowing at smaller sites such 

as Hadley, McFerrin, and neighborhood ballfields. 

o “Bathrooms are always locked at Shelby Park” and “Warner Park restrooms 

are not maintained.” 

o Lighting concerns at Sevier Park and McCabe Park, where evening activity is 

popular. 

o Requests for court resurfacing and repaired nets at tennis and basketball 

facilities. 

3. Safety & Security – 312 mentions 

• Safety was framed as both a real barrier to use and a design challenge. 

• Examples: 

o “I don’t feel safe running Shelby Bottoms after dark without better lighting.” 

o Suggestions for blue-light emergency call stations on greenways, modeled 

after university campuses. 

o Concerns about homeless encampments and visibility issues at Brookmeade 

Park. 

o Requests for increased ranger or police patrols at larger facilities and high-

traffic greenways. 

4. Playgrounds & Family Amenities – 265 mentions 

• Families consistently asked for modern, inclusive play opportunities and supporting 

amenities. 

• Examples: 

o “Dragon Park is amazing, but we need something like this in Antioch and 

Hermitage.” 

o Frequent calls for splash pads in neighborhood parks, with Smith Springs and 

Hartman Park specifically mentioned. 

o Parents asked for shaded seating, picnic shelters, and bathrooms close to 

play areas. 

o Advocacy for ADA-accessible and inclusive playgrounds for children of all 

abilities. 

 

 

 

 

 



PLAN TO PLAY MASTER PLAN  | PUBLIC SURVEY RESULTS SUMMARY  | 09.03.2025 
 

17 

 

5. Equity & Geographic Distribution – 238 mentions 

• This theme reflects frustration about geographic imbalance in investment. 

• Examples: 

o Antioch residents reported driving to Warner Parks for trails or Centennial for 

programming because “nothing comparable exists nearby.” 

o Madison and Hermitage respondents noted limited access to community 

centers and greenways. 

o Calls to prioritize Hadley Park, Watkins Park, and Hartman Park in North 

Nashville for reinvestment. 

o Concerns that rapid growth in Southeast Nashville is not matched by new 

facilities. 

6. Aquatics & Pools – 221 mentions 

• Pools and water amenities are seen as both recreation and equity priorities. 

• Examples: 

o Desire for indoor aquatic centers in Antioch and South Nashville to reduce 

travel time. 

o Families requested splash pads near residential neighborhoods, citing long 

lines at existing ones. 

o Comments about aging infrastructure: “Two Rivers Pool (Wave Country) is 

outdated” and “Sportsplex needs modern upgrades.” 

o Support for aquatics as heat relief and summer activity for children without 

other options. 

7. Sports Facilities (Fields & Courts) – 197 mentions 

• Sports feedback came from both organized leagues and casual recreation users. 

• Examples: 

o Soccer clubs cited overbooked fields and poor conditions at Seven Oaks and 

Ted Rhodes. 

o Strong demand for pickleball courts, especially in Donelson and East 

Nashville. 

o Requests for resurfaced basketball courts at community centers like 

McFerrin. 

o Youth sports leagues stressed the need for multi-field complexes with lighting 

and restrooms. 
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8. Dog Parks & Pet-Friendly Spaces – 174 mentions 

• Pet owners highlighted the popularity and overcrowding of current facilities. 

• Examples: 

o “Two Rivers Dog Park is fantastic, but it’s packed every weekend.” 

o Residents in Antioch and Bellevue asked for new fenced dog parks. 

o Suggestions for dog-friendly trails, shaded seating, and dog water fountains. 

o Calls for separated small/large dog areas to improve safety. 

9. Nature Preservation & Tree Canopy – 163 mentions 

• The theme is tied to both climate resilience and comfort in parks. 

• Examples: 

o “We need more tree cover on Richland Creek Greenway—summer makes it 

unusable.” 

o Support for reforestation and native planting in floodplain areas like Bells 

Bend. 

o Residents advocated for preserving large natural spaces in Warner Parks 

and Beaman. 

o Interest in pollinator gardens and wildlife-friendly design integrated into new 

parks. 

10. Community Programming & Events – 149 mentions 

• Respondents want more cultural, recreational, and social programming to bring 

people together. 

• Examples: 

o “Centennial should host more free multicultural festivals and concerts.” 

o Seniors requested low-cost fitness classes and walking clubs at community 

centers. 

o Parents asked for after-school programs and youth sports camps close to 

home. 

o Suggestions for intergenerational programming: cooking classes, community 

markets, and family movie nights in parks. 
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Question 28:  

Do you have any other thoughts on how Metro Nashville Parks and 
Recreation can improve? 

Top Ten Themes (Descending Order) (656 total write-in comments) 

1. Greenways & Connectivity – 447 mentions 

• The most dominant theme. Respondents asked for longer, continuous greenways 

that connect neighborhoods, parks, and destinations. 

• Example: Many comments referenced wanting to “connect Antioch to the Stones 

River Greenway” or “link Madison into the larger network.” 

• Trail gap closures, safer crossings over major roads, and extending greenways along 

the Cumberland River and Richland Creek were among the most cited 

improvements. 

2. Parks Maintenance & Upkeep – 392 mentions 

• Residents voiced frustration with mowing schedules, overflowing trash cans, and 

broken restrooms. 

• Example: “Love Warner Parks, but bathrooms are often locked or not maintained.” 

• Lighting and parking lot upkeep were also flagged, especially at neighborhood-level 

parks like McCabe, Sevier, and Hadley. 

3. Safety & Security – 319 mentions 

• Safety concerns spanned both parks and greenways, with emphasis on better 

lighting, patrols, and emergency call stations. 

• Example: Several Shelby Bottoms users requested more “blue-light” call boxes and 

noted areas where lighting ends abruptly. 

• Comments also referenced “not feeling safe after dark” and concerns about 

homeless encampments in certain parks. 

4. Playgrounds & Family Amenities – 272 mentions 

• High demand for modernized playgrounds, splash pads, and restrooms to support 

family outings. 

• Example: “Dragon Park [Fannie Mae Dees] is wonderful, but we need more inclusive 

play areas like this across the city.” 

• Families requested multi-generational features, such as shaded seating for 

caregivers and playgrounds paired with walking loops. 
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5. Equity & Geographic Distribution – 246 mentions 

• Strong emphasis on the unequal spread of facilities across the county. 

• Example: Respondents in Antioch, Madison, and Hermitage repeatedly stated they 

“drive across town to Warner Parks or Centennial” because comparable facilities are 

missing locally. 

• North Nashville residents specifically called for investment in Hadley Park and 

Hartman Park to close the equity gap. 

6. Aquatics & Pools – 229 mentions 

• Calls for new pools, splash pads, and modernized aquatic centers. 

• Example: “Two Rivers pool is outdated; Antioch deserves a modern indoor pool.” 

• Families emphasized aquatics as both recreational and equity needs, noting that 

travel to facilities is a barrier for many. 

7. Sports Facilities (Fields & Courts) – 204 mentions 

• Respondents asked for better-maintained athletic fields and more access to 

pickleball, tennis, and basketball courts. 

• Example: “Pickleball is exploding, but our courts are overcrowded and poorly lit.” 

• Youth sports leagues requested expanded multi-field complexes, especially in 

growing communities like Cane Ridge. 

8. Dog Parks & Pet-Friendly Spaces – 178 mentions 

• Many requested new fenced dog parks and improvements to existing ones. 

• Example: “The Two Rivers Dog Park is great, but it’s overcrowded—South Nashville 

needs its own.” 

• Integration of dog-friendly trails and water stations was also suggested. 

9. Nature Preservation & Tree Canopy – 165 mentions 

• Residents highlighted the importance of shade, biodiversity, and resilient landscapes. 

• Example: “More trees along Richland Creek Greenway would make it usable in 

summer.” 

• Calls to protect forested areas in Warner Parks and add native plantings in flood-

prone zones were frequent. 

10. Community Programming & Events – 152 mentions 

• Requests for expanded cultural festivals, fitness classes, and youth programming. 

• Example: “Centennial should host more free concerts and multicultural events.” 

• Seniors asked for more low-cost exercise programs, while families wanted structured 

activities in neighborhood parks. 
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PUBLIC COORDINATE INPUT SUMMARY 

 
Location: https://app.publiccoordinate.com/#/projects/PlantoPlayUpdate/map  

 

Public Coordinate is Kimley-Horn’s interactive public engagement platform that 

facilitates communication of project information and collection of valuable 

stakeholder input. Through this platform, we can gain deeper stakeholder insights 

by creating interactive maps to gather public feedback and collect data through 

custom and integrated surveys. We can showcase detailed project information by 

displaying customized content through interactive maps, presenting multiple project 

alternatives, and creating project webpages to keep communities informed. Public 

Coordinate allows us to make data-driven decisions by tracking activity and new 

feedback, viewing and sharing breakdowns of comment categories, and easily 

exporting map comments and survey responses. It also enables quick sharing of 

links and QR codes for easy public access, prioritizing accessible outreach in 

communities.  

Public Coordinate hosts an interactive web map that allows stakeholders to provide 

location-specific comments on land use development projects. Users can select 

points on the map to leave a comment or click and drag to create a suggested 

greenway route. All comments must be categorized and, once the website is live, 

they are cataloged into a comprehensive list for extraction and analysis.  
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Public Coordinate Instructions: Plan to Play Update Needs Map: 

Webpage: 
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Parks or Greenways I love the most (123 comments) – Opportunity to give positive 

feedback for existing parks. 

Park Idea or Comment (465 comments) – Provide ideas or suggestions for park 

facilities (i.e. more trees, benches, trash cans, improved maintenance, etc.)  

Greenway Idea or Comment (337 comments) – Provide ideas or suggestions for 

greenway facilities (i.e. improved connections, conservation efforts, safety, etc.)  

Other Idea or Comment (199 comments) – Opportunity to provide other ideas or 

thoughts pertaining to the Metro Nashville Plan to Play Project.  

Concern or Issue (304 comments) – Provide direct concern regarding deficiencies 

or risks pertaining to parks/greenways (i.e. damaged infrastructure, unsafe 

connections, solicitors, etc.) 

Suggested Greenway Route (111 comment) – Opportunity to draw out a design 

for a greenway trail. 

Park Idea or 
Comment

30%

Greenway Idea 
or Comment

22%

Concern or Issue
20%

Other Idea or 
Comment

13%

Parks or 
Greenways I love 

the most
8%

Suggested Greenway Route
7%

1,539 TOTAL  

COMMENTS 
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PLAN TO PLAY UPDATE MAP COMMENTS 

Key Takeaways:  

• 1,539 Total Comments across all comment categories 

• Largest number of comments related to Park Ideas or Comments (465) 

• Specific parks or greenways most frequently mentioned include:  

⚫ East Nashville: Eastland Park, Shelby Park, Naval Hill, Wasioto Park, 

Cleveland Park, Shelby Bottoms Greenway 

⚫ West Nashville: McCabe Golf Course, Centennial Park, Richland 

Creek Greenway, Connecting to Centennial Boulevard 

⚫ South Nashville: Mill Ridge Park, Cane Ridge, Sevier Park, Warner 

Park, Mill Creek Greenway, Browns Creek Greenway 

⚫ North Nashville: Peeler Park, Beaman Park 
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MAP COMMENTS: PARKS OR GREENWAYS I LOVE THE MOST  
 

Parks or Greenways I love the Most - Key Takeaways:  

• 123 ‘Parks or Greenways I Love the Most’ Comments 

• Concentration of comments around downtown parks and greenway system 

• Top 5 facilities mentioned: 

1. Mill Ridge Park 

2. Eastland Park 

3. McCabe Golf Course 

4. Warner Park 

5. Cane Ridge 
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TOP 10 TOPICS MENTIONED ‘PARKS OR GREENWAYS I LOVE THE 

MOST’ COMMENTS:  

1. Community Engagement and Social Spaces (31 mentions) 
a. Themes: 

• Gathering space 
• Social interactions 
• Events spaces 

b. Examples: 
• "This park really brings the community together." 
• "Wonderful space for our family. Great events by Friends of Mill 

Ridge Park." 
 

2. Recreational Activities and Facilities (41 mentions) 
a. Themes:  

• Sports facilities 
• Multi-Use spaces 
• Playground facilities 

b. Examples:  
• "A lovely park that is always full of people playing sports, walking 

dogs, having picnics and riding bikes!" 
• "Love the disc golf course. Please continue to keep this park well 

maintained." 
• "Percy Warner Golf Course is truly special."  

 
3. Maintenance and Upkeep (34 mentions) 

a. Themes:  
• Necessary renovations 
• Cleanliness level 
• Improved infrastructure 

b. Examples:  
• "This is a space that is well maintained and a simple space for the nearby 

neighborhood." 
• "The Deep Well parking lot is much improved over the old one. Great job!" 

 
4. Natural Beauty and Scenic Value (27 mentions) 

a. Themes:  
• Natural Scenery 
• Serenity 
• Natural Preservation 

b. Examples:  
• "The stream restoration in this area is one of the best environmental 

improvements I have seen at a metro park." 
• "We love fair park! Specifically the greenway and the native pollinator 

meadows." 
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5. Child-Friendly and Family Activities (23 mentions)  
a. Themes: 

• Playgrounds  
• Shared Experience 
• Adventure 

b. Examples: 
• "Great place to take the kids to run around!" 
• "Love this big open space! It’s so fun to see kids flying kites and friends 

playing frisbee all summer." 
 

6. Improvement Suggestions and Renovations (39 mentions) 
a. Themes:  

• Updates 
• Expansions 
• Enhancements 

b. Examples: 
• "Small but heavily used park that could use an upgrade!" 
• "The neighbors do a fantastic job of keeping this little park clean. It would be 

great to have a climbing item." 
 

7. Safety and Accessibility (20 mentions) 
a. Themes 

• Improved lighting 
• Connections  
• General Access 

b. Examples 
• "This connection is a short but significant access point for my bike commute 

home!" 
• "This is an underutilized greenway/park that's so nice to have!" 

 
8. Special Features and Unique Attributes (27 mentions) 

a. Themes:  
• Distinctive Sites 
• Historic locations 
• Natural landscapes 

b. Examples:  
• "Love the splash pad here for a safe and easy place for little kids to cool off." 
• "Our favorite dog park!" 
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9. Events and Programs (28 mentions) 
a. Themes: 

• Educational opportunities 
• Community centered 
• Seasonality 

b. Examples:  
• "Love Warner Park Nature Center and every program they provide!" 
• "The farmer's market at this park! Awesome community event!" 
 

10.  Environmental and Conservation Efforts (9 mentions) 
a. Themes:  

• Restorations 
• Sustainable landscapes 
• Conservation efforts 

b. Examples:  
• "Love the use of chew crew over mowing here and along the Cumberland 

River greenway." 
• "The native pollinator meadows are beautiful in the spring and summer 

seasons." 
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Park Ideas or Comments - Key Takeaways:  

• 465 ‘Parks Ideas or Comments” Comments, the largest of all the categories 

• Concentration of comments in downtown parks and east Nashville, around Neely’s 

Bend and Hermitage 

• Top 5 facilities mentioned: 

1. Eastland Park 

2. McCabe Park 

3. Sevier Park 

4. Cleveland Park 

5. Shelby Park 

MAP COMMENTS:  PARK IDEAS OR COMMENTS 
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TOP 10 TOPICS MENTIONED ‘PARK IDEAS OR COMMENTS’ 

COMMENTS:  

1. Improvement of Recreational Facilities and Amenities (53 mentions) 

a. Themes:  
• Upgrades needed 
• Necessary renewal 
• Enhancements required 

b. Examples:  
• "Update the playground equipment, make use of the large, mostly unused 

field, update the court to make it multi-use." 
• "Resurfacing the current court and making it into a multiuse space would 

allow a lot more people to make use of the space." 

2. Addition of Community and Social Spaces (41 mentions) 
a. Themes:  

• Gathering spaces 
• Social interactions  
• Shared spaces 

b. Examples:  
• "Please make this a park and community center! West Meade does not have 

any neighborhood access to a park, playground, or facility to gather as a 
community, despite being a group of ~2,000 homes." 

• "The fields are already a park. Turn the center building into a library and 
community center!" 

3. Connectivity and Accessibility Enhancements (27 mentions) 
a. Themes:  

• Connection through pathways 
• Linkages 
• Accessibility availability  

b. Examples:  
• "This greenway is connected to nothing! District 35 has no connectivity." 
• "Connect park to the school with a trail." 

4. Parking and Transportation Needs (22 mentions) 
a. Themes:  

• Parking necessities 
• Flexible transit  
• Accommodations 

b. Examples:  
• "There is not enough parking at the Airpark." 
• “Would be great to have a little more parking if possible!” 
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5. Historical and Cultural Preservation (16 mentions) 
a. Themes:  

• Heritage 
• Legacy 
• Conservation efforts 

b. Examples:  
• "Fort Nashboro is an important historical site. I would love to see it made into 

an attraction that represents that historical importance and accurately 
demonstrates how the Fort would have looked." 

• "Please make the William Edmondson Homesite an official part of the Metro 
Park system and move forward with the community’s wishes for future park 
improvements." 

6. Environmental and Ecological Initiatives (27 mentions) 
a. Themes 
• Eco-friendly  
• Green infrastructure 
• Sustainability 

b. Examples: 
• "Manage Stones River Bend Park in an ecological way, e.g., Native 

grassland and oak savanna." 
• "The open fields would be a great place to plant a native prairie with native 

grasses and flowers." 

7. Enhanced Safety and Maintenance (51 mentions) 
a. Themes 
• Longterm upkeep 
• Security concerns 
• Repairs needed  

b. Examples: 
• "The natural trails in this park are in need of some safety upgrades like 

bridge repairs, trail stabilization, and restoration of the historic spring house 
and bottling plant." 

• "The track, field, and courts here need to be better maintained now that the 
high school is closed." 

8. Restroom and Water Facilities (31 mentions) 
a. Themes: 
• Sanitation concerns 
• Hydration stations 
• Additional amenities needed 

b. Examples: 
• "Bathroom or more porta potties please!" 
• “England Park needs bathroom/port-a-potty access. I see people using the 

creek area as a result.” 
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9. Child and Family-Friendly Features (31 mentions) 
a. Themes:  
• Play Areas 
• Family centered spaces 
• Advance activities/opportunities 

b. Examples:   
• "A playground here would be perfect." 
• "Love to see improvements made to the playground, dog park, and grass 

area for everyone to enjoy!" 

10. Sports and Fitness Amenities (48 mentions) 
a. Themes:  
• Exercise opportunities 
• Enhanced athletics 
• Prioritized Health/Wellness 

b. Examples:  
• "Add soccer fields on unused baseball fields." 
• "More sand volleyball courts are needed to accommodate non-league play 

during the week." 
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Greenway Ideas or Comments - Key Takeaways:  

• 337 ‘Greenway Ideas or Comments” Comments 

• Concentration of comments along trails system and major parks that intersect 

• Top 5 facilities mentioned: 

1. Peeler Park connections 

2. Mill Creek Greenway 

3. Shellby Bottoms Greenway 

4. Richland Creek Greenway 

5. Browns Creek Greenway 

MAP COMMENTS:  GREENWAY IDEAS OR COMMENTS 
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TOP 10 TOPICS MENTIONED ‘GREENWAY IDEAS OR COMMENTS’ 
COMMENTS:  

1. Connections and Accessibility Enhancements (35 mentions) 
a. Themes: 
• Connection through pathways 
• Linkages 
• Access/Connection 

b. Examples: 
• "Connecting the Richland Creek Greenway would be a benefit to two big 

neighborhoods and reduce the safety concerns of crossing Charlotte Ave 
here on bike and foot." 

• "Connect West Park to England Park with a small path along Richland 
Creek." 

2. Safety Improvements (27 mentions) 
a. Themes: 
• Security concerns 
• Protection necessary  
• Safety measures 

b. Examples: 
• "Crossing Charlotte Pike at the greenway here is dangerous and could use 

pedestrian /traffic protection." 
• "The crosswalk connection from the Gulch Greenway crossing into the bike 

lane is extremely dangerous. Vehicles almost never stop - there needs to be 
a red light for pedestrian crossing, not just a flashing yellow." 

3. Greenway Extensions and Expansions (24 mentions) 
a. Themes: 
• Expansion 
• Extension 
• Connectivity 

b. Examples: 
• "Please consider building a new multi-use path from Woodland St to the 

intersection of Russell St/S 4th St." 
• "Expand Browns Creek Greenway - connect Fair Park segment to Brown’s 

Creek Park and continue to expand greenway to the north east." 
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4. Pedestrian and Bicycle Bridges (12 mentions) 
a. Themes: 
• Pedestrian crossings needed 
• Linkages/Connection 
• General accessibility concerns 

a. Examples: 
• "Build bridge connecting parks. Great location to employ National Guard or 

reserve engineering unit to use as a training exercise." 
• "Pedestrian/Bike bridge to connect Peeler Park to the Stones River 

Greenway - this would connect two large greenways and also give Madison 
access to the rest of the greenway system." 

5. Environmental and Conservation Efforts (36 mentions) 
a. Themes:  
• Prioritization of preservation/sustainability efforts 
• Ecological diversity  

b. Examples:  
• “Relocate greenway closer to river even if flooding happens it will be a more 

enjoyable experience 99% of the time. Also plant mature trees to line the 
greenway and provide shade." 

• "Plants trees along this entire greenway!" 

6. Recreational Facilities and Amenities (73 mentions) 
a. Themes:  
• Upgrades/Renewal needed 
• Amenity Modernization 

b. Examples: 
• “Add some places where people can physically interact with the water.” 
• "A greenway looping the lake with a series of connected beaches, cafes, ice 

cream stands, etc. would be a huge win for the city." 

7. Enhanced Maintenance and Upkeep (52 mentions) 
a. Themes: 
• Upkeep/Repairs needed 
• Renovations to be prioritized 

b. Examples: 
• "Improve crossings on West End for access into Centennial.” 
• "Improve maintenance on the southern loop after flooding." 
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8. Waste Disposal and Trash Cans (19 mentions) 
a. Themes:  
• Sanitation concerns 
• Bins/Waste Management 

b. Examples: 
• "We would really appreciate more public trashcans on this section of the 

Greenway!” 
• "More trash cans are needed along the Shelby bottoms greenway." 

9. Urban and Scenic Greenways (29 mentions) 
a. Themes: 
• Scenic views  
• Pathway connection 
• Urbanism 

b. Examples: 
• "This could be an amazing urban “greenway” if you found a way to make 

walking down Nolnesville safer- consider this a mini Atlanta Beltline." 
• "Would love to see Davidson turned into a full greenway, which could 

connect over the pedestrian bridge.” 

10. Collaboration with Local Authorities (27 mentions) 
a. Themes: 
• Emphasis on partnerships 
• Coordination/support needed 

b. Examples: 
• "Please consider exploring a partnership with RJ Corman Rail to secure a 

greenway easement along the Vine Hill branch of the Nashville & Eastern 
Railway." 

• "Start land acquisition to complete greenway. Require new construction 
projects to either build a section of path or contribute funds to be used for 
construction." 
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Other Ideas or Comments - Key Takeaways:  

• 199 ‘Other Ideas or Comments” Comments 

• Concentration of comments in downtown parks  

• Top 5 facilities mentioned: 

1. Beaman Park 

2. Warner Park 

3. West Park 

4. Richland Park  

5. William Edmondson Homesite 

  

MAP COMMENTS:  OTHER IDEAS OR COMMENTS 
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TOP 10 TOPICS MENTIONED ‘OTHER IDEAS OR COMMENTS’ 

COMMENTS: 

1. Community Engagement and Social Spaces (41 mentions) 
a. Themes: 
• Gathering spaces 
• Social interactions 

b. Examples: 
• "We use this park every week. It's a community gathering space where we 

run into people playing sports, at the playground, at the farmers market, 
going to the library, or walking their dog." 

• "Wonderful space for our family. Great events by Friends of Mill Ridge Park." 

2. Recreational Activities and Facilities (73 mentions) 
a. Themes: 
• Upgrades/enhancements needed 
• Amenity modernization 

b. Examples: 
• "A lovely park that is always full of people playing sports, walking dogs, 

having picnics and riding bikes!" 
• "Love the pump track and splash pad! Wish there were more around the 

city." 

3. Maintenance and Upkeep (52 mentions) 
a. Themes:  
• Upkeep/repairs required 
• Longterm maintenance plans 
• Renovations needed 

b. Examples: 
• "This is a space that is well maintained and a simple space for the nearby 

neighborhood." 
• "Love the disc golf course. Please continue to keep this park well 

maintained." 

4. Natural Beauty and Scenic Value (29 mentions) 
a. Themes: 
• Scenery/serenity 
• Natural preservation efforts 

b. Examples: 
• "Hookman Hill is one of Nashville's most treasured natural beauties." 
• "The stream restoration in this area is one of the best environmental 

improvements I have seen at a metro park." 
 
 
 



PLAN TO PLAY MASTER PLAN  | PUBLIC SURVEY RESULTS SUMMARY  | 09.03.2025 
 

39 

 

5. Child-Friendly and Family Activities (37 mentions) 
a. Themes:  
• Play Areas 
• Family-oriented spaces/amenities 

b. Examples:  
• "Great place to take the kids to run around!" 
• "This park is always full of families on the weekends. I would love to see it 

stay busy and up-to-date, because it really serves a lot of happy families and 
children." 

6. Improvement Suggestions and Renovations (68 mentions) 
a. Themes:  
• Renovations/Enhancements needed 
• Expansion/Upgrades needed 

b. Examples:  
• "Small but heavily-used park that could use an upgrade!" 
• "This updated playground is perfect for all ages. Thank you!" 

7. Events and Programs (22 mentions) 
a. Themes:  
• Educational opportunities 
• Community spaces 
• Seasonal events/programs 

b. Examples: 
• "I love the farmer's market at this park! Awesome community event!" 
• "I always read the flyers about community events at this kiosk! Appreciate 

that it's well-maintained and kept up to date." 

8. Special Features and Unique Attributes (20 mentions) 
a. Themes: 
• Distinctive features 
• Historic landmarks 
• Natural areas  

b. Examples: 
• "Love Easyland Park!" 
• "Cornelia Fort airpark is so special!" 
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9. Accessibility and Safety Enhancements (35 mentions) 
a. Themes: 
• Security/protection concerns 
• General access 

b. Examples:  
• "This connection is a short but significant access point for my bike commute 

home." 
• "Wonderful to have such a large car-free area for bikers... especially 

young/new riders." 

10. Environmental Protection Efforts (36 mentions) 
a. Themes:  

• Sustainability/conservation efforts  
• Green spaces 

b.    Examples:  

• "Love the use of chew crew over mowing here and along the Cumberland 
River greenway." 

• "Develop a hiking trail to connect Beaman Park to Bells Bend Park." 
• “Plant some trees for shade around the play area.” 
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Concerns or Issues - Key Takeaways:  

• 304 ‘Concerns or Issues” Comments 

• Concentration of comments in downtown parks and greenway intersections 

• Top 5 facilities mentioned: 

1. Shelby Park 

2. Naval Hill 

3. Wasioto Park 

4. Centennial Park 

5. Richland Creek Greenway 

  

MAP COMMENTS:  CONCERNS OR ISSUES 
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TOP 10 TOPICS MENTIONED ‘CONCERNS OR ISSUES” COMMENTS:  

1. Safety and Security Concerns (19 mentions) 
a. Themes:  
• Homelessness concern 
• General crime/safety concerns 

b. Examples: 
• "Someone has been living in this picnic pavilion for years. they yell at park 

patron on the playground." 
• "Car break-ins are common here. Consider adding security cameras or other 

security measure to deter thieves." 

2. ADA Compliance and Accessibility (7 mentions) 
a. Themes: 
• Ramp access 
• Accessibility enforcement 

b. Examples:  
• "No ADA Ramp access to the park." 
• "Please add a paved path that connects sidewalk to McFerrin Park loop. Not 

ADA compliant." 

3. Maintenance and Upkeep (33 mentions) 
a. Themes:  
• Waste management 
• Repairs/maintenance 
• Playground equipment concerns 

b. Examples:  
• "Naval Hill port-a-potties need more regular maintenance." 
• "There is a large unhoused encampment here that makes it feel dangerous 

to visit this area, even during the day. If nothing else, it would be great if the 
trash could be removed." 

4. Infrastructure Improvements (18 mentions) 
a. Themes:  
• Pedestrian connectivity/prioritization  
• Flooding concerns 
• Sidewalk improvements/access 

b.  Examples: 
• "Please add/designate a pedestrian sidewalk along Shelby Park Drive. Add 

pedestrian crossing signage and reduce speed limit on this thoroughfare." 
• "There is no sideway to enter in and out of Shelby Park on Davidson. The 

bike path ends right before you get into the park and feels dangerous to 
walk/bike into the park from Davidson." 
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5. Park and Facility Enhancements (14 mentions)  
a. Themes:  
• Amenity/upgrades 
• Structural enhancements 

b. Examples:  
• "The condition of this course has deteriorated due to lack of funding and 

other resources. Being the most used course and having 27 holes in the city, 
increases in playing fees and memberships must be spent on rehabilitating 
this important and historic course!" 

• "Better playground maintenance/new equipment to incentivize use from 
families instead of drug use." 

6. Damaged Infrastructure and Deterioration (17 mentions) 
a. Themes: 
• Infrastructure deterioration concerns 
• Repairs/resurfacing needed 

b. Examples:  
• "Brick walkway here is very uneven and missing lots of bricks." 
• "This section has numerous ripples in the pavement from roots buckling up 

the pavement." 

7. Environmental and Conservation Efforts (7 mentions) 
a. Themes: 
• Litter concerns 
• Wildlife management 
• Invasive species management  

b. Examples:  
• "There are several beaver dams located between the outflow of the pond 

and Cooper Creek. These dams impound water and largely shape the water 
surface elevation and wetted width of the ponds. Suggest removing this from 
the maintenance regime and just periodically inspecting the culvert for 
obstruction." 

• "There are a number of mature Bradford pear trees in the wet meadow. They 
should be removed to reduce the chance of spreading throughout this area." 
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8. Lighting and Visibility (10 mentions) 
a. Themes:  
• Lighting needed 
• Playgrounds 
• Pedestrian crossings 

b. Examples: 
• "I wish the new playground had lights. Currently the children play in the 

dark." 
• "What a beautiful new playground here. What a shame that there is zero 

shade for it. Please plant trees for long term shade, and add shade cloth for 
short term shade." 

9. Water and Splash Pads (8 mentions) 
a. Themes:  
• Repairs needed 
• Additional features 
• Maintenance concerns 

b. Examples:  
• "Any updated communication on the current (2025) and future status of 

splash pad at Wasioto Park? This would be welcomed as we enter the 
summer season." 

• "Splash pad here was a good idea at the time, and its still a good idea now. 
Metro should have already found a way to make the 
installer/manufacturer/designer of original pay for repair or replacement 
here. If not, fundraise and lets get it fixed." 

10. Restrooms and Hygiene Facilities (14 mentions)  
a. Themes:  
• More permanent facilities 
• Cleanliness concerns 

b. Examples:  
• "The airpark needs permanent restrooms." 
• "Please replace the portable restrooms with permanent structures (we can 

do better than this!) or at least add portable water/hygiene stations to them!" 
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Suggested Greenway Routes - Key Takeaways:  

• 199 ‘Suggested Greenway Routes” Comments 

• Concentration of comments connecting downtown parks, existing greenways and 

major facilities 

• Top 5 facilities mentioned: 

1. Davidson Greenway 

2. Richland Creek Greenway 

3. Shelby Bottoms Greenway 

4. Connecting Greenways to Downtown 

5. Connecting to Centennial Boulevard 

MAP COMMENTS:  SUGGESTED GREENWAY ROUTES 
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TOP 10 TOPICS MENTIONED ‘SUGGESTED GREENWAY ROUTES” 

COMMENTS: 

1. Connectivity Between Parks and Greenways (32 mentions) 
a. Themes: 
• Greenway links 
• Connectors/access to parks 

b. Examples: 
• "Connect Richland Creek Greenway to 440 Greenway." 
• "Connect the Gulch Greenway to the Cumberland River Greenway." 

2. Safety and Accessibility Enhancements (16 mentions) 
a. Themes:  
• Safety and Accessibility 
• Pathway enhancements 

b. Examples: 
• "Add a greenway along Davidson. This is the most dangerous part of the 

stretch between Downtown and the Shelby Bottoms Greenway." 
• "Creating a dedicated bike/ped lane on Davidson." 

3. Completion and Extending Existing Greenways (27 mentions) 
a. Themes:  
• Greenway extensions 
• Complete network systems 

b. Examples:  
• "Finish the loop around Lake Sevier." 
• "Extend the Richland Creek Greenway so it can connect to the downtown 

greenway...and make the greenway contiguous!" 

4. Utilizing Existing Infrastructure (20 mentions) 
a. Themes:  
• Bridges/road maintenance  
• Trail corridor expansion 

b. Examples:  
• "Build the Charlotte Corridor Rail-with-Greenway." 
• "Greenway down Riverside under powerlines." 
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5. Enhanced Urban Connectivity (18 mentions) 
a. Themes:  
• Centers 
• Connectivity 

b. Examples:  
• "Connecting Germantown to Shelby (via Davidson) through 

Cleveland/McFerrin Parks, Frederick Douglass Park, East Park would give 
biking and other non-street traffic access to each of these neighborhoods 
through safe and fun routes." 

• "Connecting the Nolensville Pike corridor to the north downtown Greenway 
systems to connect the Fairgrounds, Soccer, Speedway, First Tennessee 
Park, TN State Museum, Farmers Market, and even the Zoo all in one path. 
Connecting these neighborhoods through a public option that does not 
require a bus would be amazing." 

6. Greenways in High-Traffic Areas (15 mentions) 
a. Themes:  
• Traffic concerns for pedestrians 
• Bikability 

b. Examples:  
• "Metro Public Works had a plan for a multi-use path along Old Harding Pike 

in 2019. This corridor really needs connectivity for the greenway, parks, 
library, middle school, WeGo Route 3B, etc." 

• "There's no safe way to commute to work on a bike if you live along 
Charlotte Ave. We can do the greenway over to Richland Park, but then you 
really have to take the bus b/c the road is just unsafe for bikes into 
downtown." 

7. Specific Area Connections (28 mentions) 
a. Themes:  
• Demands for greenway connection 
• Utilization of existing facilities/amenities 

b. Examples: 
• "Cleveland Connector Greenway." 
• "Connect Radnor to existing Otter Creek greenway." 
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8. Neighborhood Enhancements (12 mentions) 
a. Themes:  
• Neighborhoods/residential enhancements 
• Paths/connections to neighborhoods 

b. Examples: 
• "A relatively small sidewalk/greenway project could connect McFerrin Park 

and Douglass Park with a multi-use path. Narrowing Marina st to two lanes, 
widening the sidewalk along Marina to allow bikes and pedestrians, installing 
a raised crosswalk at Lischey, and tying into the McFerrin Park greenway 
loop." 

• "A connection to 7th Ave that follows the topography would be an 
improvement. 8th Ave can be pretty stressful due to school drop-off traffic." 

9. Utility Corridors (10 mentions) 
a. Themes:  
• Utility corridors 
• Powerline concerns 

b. Examples:  
• "Greenway under powerlines for the growing corridor." 
• "Greenway under powerlines connecting to Stratford." 

10. Community and Recreational Improvements (24 mentions) 
a. Themes:  
• Parks and recreational improvements  
• New connections through sidewalks and pathways 

b. Examples:  
• "Add connectivity to new school sidewalks that are going in. The path 

through here is disconnected and dangerous due to narrow bridge." 
• "Extend the Richland Creek Greenway so it can connect to the downtown 

Greenway..." 
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