
Known Exemplars
Friction Ridge Impressions 

(fingers, palms, feet) collected 
from known individuals

Latent Impressions
Friction Ridge Impressions 

(fingers, palms, feet) from an 
unknown individual

Known Exemplars 
(fingers and 

palms) are stored 
in our Archives 

and AFIS 
Database

Collected from 
crime scenes by 
officers and CSI 
and sent to the 

Crime Lab

Analyzed by 
the Latent 

Print Unit for 
AFIS entry and 
suitability for 
comparisons

AFIS
Automated Fingerprint

Identification
System

Local Database
Davidson County Knowns

Federal Database
FBI Knowns

Latent Impressions are entered into the 
AFIS by an examiner 

They can be searched against knowns in 
the local, state and federal databases

Reverse Hits
Latent searches initially resulting in a No 
Hit are continually searched against new 
known records as new arrests are added 

to the databases. If a reverse hit occurs, a 
notification will be released

If database entry is conducted, an 
AFIS Notification is sent to an 

investigator detailing both No Hit 
and Hit results (reviewed 

identifications)

If Requested, Direct 
Comparisons between 

latent evidence and 
specific subjects will be 
conducted by a Latent 
Print Forensic Scientist 

and a report issued

*Latent foot impressions are not searched in AFIS  databases 
because currently there is not a foot known exemplar 
repository to search against.

State Database
TBI Knowns
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